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ON MY MIND
If I want to do something or be part
of something, I will make time for
it.
That is an opinion shared by many
people today, regardless of their
generation. If we want new members
we need to show them why we chose
Rotary. We need to show them why
we stay with Rotary and what we get
out of it.
Since a young age, we have been told that we should
not judge a book by its cover and that it’s better to give
than receive. While in principle I agree, the reality is that
it is not always practical to believe that. If I have to have
brain surgery, I do not want sloppy Joe with dirty broken
fingernails. I want my surgeon to have a god complex,
who takes the time to cut his fingernails and believes
in his abilities and looks the part. And yes, it is better to
give than receive, but seriously, have you ever heard of
a person crying when they received their pay cheque
because they received more than they gave away? It
comes down to context. If you want a person to give of
themselves, their time, their expertise and their personal
finances, they need to feel that they are getting a return
on investment.
In the digital age, if we want to do something charitable,
we can easily find a good cause online. Each day we are
bombarded by news from hundreds of good causes.
Today, I Googled, “How many charities in the world in
2018?” and guess what? Google did not know!
What Google could tell me was that there are more
than 1.5 million registered charities in the US and that the
number in the UK had recently risen to a nine year high.
This means that we can’t say, “Join Rotary because
we do good things.” It’s simply not enough.

Sarah van Heerden, editor
So what is enough? What will make people sit up
and take notice? The answer to all these questions, the
thing which will make the return on investment worth
the personal cost, is simply the same as it is for almost
anything these days. From newspapers to electronics,
movies and travel, it’s the quality of the user experience
that moves the product.
What do you get out of Rotary? What have you
experienced? What have you learned and how has being
a Rotarian benefited you and improved your life? Share
your answers to those questions by telling your stories,
sharing how you have benefited personally. Perhaps
we could pay more attention to networking among our
members and encourage members to support each other
professionally. Our retired members have a lot to offer
as well and with their extensive professional experience,
they make for great mentors!
You also need to look and see what our other
success stories have done and how they ‘speak’ to their
audiences. A great example is the Facebook page Evan
Burrell - Rotarian. Evan is a former Rotaractor and a
young professional who is particularly passionate about
Rotary and sharing the Rotary experience. He has a
massive following and has encouraged many younger
professionals to share their Rotary passion.
Rotary understands that it is not always easy to reach
the younger professional and has developed a ‘toolkit’
to help our clubs. This is available at http://bit.ly/2wlzvvf
and if you are concerned about attracting younger
professionals, it’s worth a read.
There are many ways membership can benefit a
person. So, instead of worrying about numbers and
failure, why not sit down together and make a list of what
you have to offer. From there, think about ways you can
share the experience that is Rotary.

Know your audience: Who are you speaking to?

Loyal to good leadership
Use traditional media (such as TV),
but are increasingly active on
social media
Prioritise spending time on families
(children, housing)
Seek work-life balance
Realistic and pragmatic
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Expect immediate access to
product information and peer
reviews
Grew up with smartphones and
internet
seek access to products without
the burdens of ownership
Dedicated to wellness, including
exercise, eating smarter and
smoking less
Optimistic and idealistic

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Message from the

RI PRESIDENT
Speeches & news from RI President Barry Rassin
www.rotary.org/office-president

Dear Fellow Rotarians,
Imagine if we could take a snapshot capturing all
of the work Rotary does on a given day. No one
– except Rotarians – would believe that a single
organisation was capable of accomplishing so
much. In that snapshot you would see dedicated
volunteers working to eradicate polio, setting up
micro-loans, providing clean water, mentoring
youth and countless other actions.
We can do all this thanks both to our geographic
reach and to the fact that our clubs are made up of
people who are engaged in their communities. As a
part of the community that you serve, you know the
needs, you have the connections and you’re able
to take immediate action. That’s why every Rotary
club’s membership should reflect the diversity of its
community.
We’ve made great strides in this. In Egypt, Indonesia
and Kenya, Rotary is approaching 50 percent female
membership. We’re also expanding the age diversity
of our clubs. In each of our communities, young
professionals are eager to contribute their talents,
give back and learn from mentors. Let’s share with
them what Rotary is all about. The Engaging Younger
Professionals Toolkit at Rotary.org has an action plan
to help you reach young leaders and Rotary alumni in
your area.
Another resource that can help us better reflect our
communities – one that is global like us, is a quartermillion members strong and already shares our values
of service and leadership – is Rotaract. Rotaractors are
our partners: Team up with them on projects, ask them

to speak at your events and invite them to join your
club. Dedicated Rotaractors worldwide are becoming
members of Rotary and even starting new Rotary clubs
while still serving as members of Rotaract.
The world needs Rotary and Rotary needs strong
clubs and engaged members in order to do more good.
It is our responsibility – yours and mine – to make sure
everyone who shows an interest in joining Rotary gets
an invitation. Make use of the Membership Leads tool
at Rotary.org, which helps people who are interested in
joining Rotary connect with a club that’s right for them.
And let’s ensure that every member has a reason to
stay. By building strong clubs that engage in meaningful
projects and have fun along the way, we provide value
to our club members that they cannot find anywhere
else.
Let’s not keep Rotary’s story – the story captured in
those snapshots of service – to ourselves. I challenge
you to invite leaders of all ages, men and women, who
are looking for a way to give back. By doing so, you will
Be the Inspiration in your community and help Rotary
continue to do good in the world.

BARRY RASSIN
President, Rotary International
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TRUSTEE CHAIR
Message from The Rotary Foundation

Ron Burton, past Rotary International President 2013/14

I was a district governor in 1987/88, the year that
Charles C Keller, who died in May, was the RI
president. As district governor, I attended the 1988
Rotary International Convention in Philadelphia.
There, I heard that there were an estimated 350 000
cases of polio in 125 countries. But I also heard some
exciting news: We had surpassed our goal of raising
$120 million for the eradication of polio. We had
raised $219 350 449 (and later, after the accounting
was done, that figure was revised to $247 million).
What a celebration we had. We proved to ourselves
and the world the strength of Rotary and that we
could take on a global health challenge.
In the ensuing 30 years, we, along with our partners
the World Health Organisation, the US Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention, UNICEF and the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation, have raised even more
funds, organised National Immunisation Days and
advocated with world governments. Our goal has always
been to keep our promise to give children a polio-free
world and in 2017, there were only 22 cases.
We’ve done incredible work, but we know the job

ROTARY
AT A
GLANCE

isn’t over. Once we reduce the number of cases to zero
and no viruses are detected in the environment, we
must wait for WHO to certify the world officially polio
free. That requires at least a three-year period without a
single detection of the wild poliovirus in a person or the
environment. During those three years, we will still have
to vaccinate children and ensure through surveillance
that the virus never regains a foothold.
Rotarians have always been on the front lines of
this effort and we still are. So, what can you do? Tell
everyone you know about Rotary and polio. Make a
donation. Update your club and explore how together
you could participate directly in the fight.
On 24 October, we’ll celebrate the 30th anniversary of
the Global Polio Eradication Initiative’s formation at our
sixth annual World Polio Day event, in Philadelphia, the
city where it all started.
If you host a World Polio Day fundraiser or watch
party, share it at endpolio.org/promote-your-event. For
more inspiration, check out endpolio.org.
I need your help. I’m depending on you to help us
keep our promise!

ROTARY

ROTARACT

INTERACT

Members:

Members:

Members:

1 201 005
Clubs:

35 705

257 853
Clubs:

11 211

528 885

RCCs
Corps:

9 942

Clubs:

22 923

As at 13 July 2018

service above self

The Object of Rotary

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in
particular, to encourage and foster:
First. The development of acquaintance as an
opportunity for service;
Second. High ethical standards in business and
professions; the recognition of the worthiness of
all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each
Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve
society;
Third. The application of the ideal of service in each
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;
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Fourth. The advancement of international
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a
world fellowship of business and professional
persons united in the ideal of service.

The Four-Way Test
Of the things we think, say or do:
1) Is it the TRUTH?
2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER
FRIENDSHIPS?
4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Learn more about Rotary at:
www.rotary.org

Walk across the kilometres of tidal flats at Wattenmeer once the tide recedes.

DON’T FORGET THE DAY TRIPS

Hamburg offers a lot of exciting experiences for
those attending the 2019 Rotary International
Convention from 1 to 5 June. But there is also much
to discover when you take an excursion into the
surrounding region.
Did you know, for example, that there is an island
in the North Sea that is part of Hamburg even though
it is 60 miles from the city centre? At low tide you can
walk across the tidal flats to Neuwerk, through the
Wattenmeer (a nearly 483-kilometre stretch of seacoast
where the water recedes almost 17 kilometres at low
tide, leaving the tidal flats bare). Or, if the trip to the
island on foot seems too daunting, you can take a
horse-drawn carriage instead. Enjoy the amazing views
of the coast from Neuwerk’s massive lighthouse, built in

the 14th century as a watchtower.
Another ecological wonderland is Lüneburger Heide,
a nature preserve some 30 miles south of the bustling
harbour city. Here you can find peace and quiet in a
unique habitat. On the way, stop for a traditional hearty
lunch at the Gasthaus Zum Heidemuseum.
Or experience typical Northern small towns. Just
across the Elbe River, the Altes Land region has always
been the city’s food pantry and garden. The area is
famous for its cherry and apple orchards. Day tours
start in the city. – Stefan Meuser

Register for the 2019 Rotary Convention in
Hamburg at riconvention.org.

CELEBRATE ROTARY DIVERSITY

The Hamburg convention will draw attendees from around the world. Do you have an idea or project
that you want to share with your Rotary family? Breakout sessions can inspire attendees, help
them polish their leadership skills and give them new ideas for projects, fundraising, strengthening
membership and more!
Help us build a breakout programme that celebrates Rotary’s diversity! We are seeking sessions in English,
French, German, Italian, Portuguese or Spanish. Visit https://on.rotary.org/IC19sessions to learn more and
submit your proposal. All proposals must be submitted online by Sunday, 30 September 2018.
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BE EDUCATED
Foundation

NOT JUST SCHOOLED
“One of the greatest problems of our time is that many
are schooled but few are educated.” - Thomas Moore
(28 May 1779 – 25 February 1852)
Who was Thomas Moore? He was an Irish poet,
singer, songwriter and entertainer – You know, like
Paul David Hewson. Who is Paul David Hewson? He
is better known by his stage name: Bono!
In the spirit of full disclosure, I have been teaching
for over forty years. I specialised in teaching children
with special needs – specifically youngsters dealing
with dyslexia even before many educators believed that
it existed. I have written three elementary mathematics
textbooks. I was the principal of a private academy for
five years prior to coming to Africa.
For the past 34 years, I have been training church
and community leaders in Africa. I am currently the
chairman of the Luanshya District Education board and
the training chairman of a Vocational Training Centre in
Zambia. I am a trainer by vocation and by choice…and,
I love it! It has also been my privilege to train Rotary
leaders at both club and district level for over 20 years
to prepare them to lead with integrity and passion.
When it comes to the difference between ‘schooling’
and ‘education’, I have some very strong opinions.
There is a thin line between education and schooling.
Schooling is an organised process of teaching and
learning which takes place in a four-walled room called
school. If properly executed, this process is supposed
to evolve into education.
In principle, schooling ensures that pupils are
equipped with knowledge of facts, figures or certain
physical skills (in the case of technical education).
If learned, these are potential tools in the hands of
the possessor. However, often times, the supposed
learners do not properly learn these things. Schooling
becomes mechanical, methodical and monotonous.
On the other side of the spectrum, education can
happen anywhere and anytime. It is broader and
deeper than schooling because it is change-based. It
is all about application and problem-solving.
If what schooling offers cannot be applied to solve
societal problems, then, education has not taken
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By PDG Patrick Coleman: Regional Rotary Foundation
Coordinator Zone 20A South
place. If what schooling offers cannot instigate change
in personal or group behaviour, then education has not
occurred.
Some years ago, while at L’Abri Fellowship in
Switzerland, Francis Schaeffer said, “Don’t let your
children’s schooling get in the way of their education.”
Actually, the expression was not original with
Schaeffer. Many have attributed it to the American
novelist Mark Twain, but it shows up as early as 1894.
That’s the year science writer and novelist Grant Allen
published his book, Post-Prandial Philosophy:
“One year in Italy with their eyes open would be
worth more than three at Oxford; and six months in the
fields with a platyscopic [having a wide and flat field
of view] lens would teach them strange things about
the world around them that all the long terms at Harrow
and Winchester have failed to discover to them. But that
would involve some trouble to the teacher.
“What a misfortune it is that we should thus be

compelled to let our boys’ schooling interfere with their
education!”
Basic education is an evolving programme of
instruction that is intended to provide students with
the opportunity to become responsible and respectful
global citizens, to contribute to their economic wellbeing and that of their families and communities,
to explore and understand different perspectives and to
enjoy productive and satisfying lives.
Education is the acquisition of knowledge, values
and skills that are conducive to a satisfying and
meaningful life.
The state of Washington, USA, set these goals of
each school district, with the involvement of parents and
community members to provide opportunities for every
student to develop the knowledge and skills essential
to:

1. Read with comprehension, write effectively and
communicate successfully in a variety of ways and
settings and with a variety of audiences;
2. Know and apply the core concepts and principles
of mathematics, social, physical, and life sciences,
civics and history (including different cultures
and participation in representative government),
geography, arts and health and fitness;
3. Think analytically, logically and creatively and to
integrate technology literacy and fluency as well
as different experiences and knowledge to form
reasoned judgments and solve problems; and
4. Understand the importance of work and finance
and how performance, effort and decisions directly
affect future career and educational opportunities.
So, as we look at our “Basic Education” projects,
let us keep in mind that we want our children to be
educated…NOT just schooled.

PUT YOUR OFFER
IN THEIR HANDS
Share what’s special about your business with Rotary club
members by adding an offer to the growing portfolio of
Rotary Global Rewards. Add a discount or special offer from
your company today at Rotary.org/GlobalRewards.
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Public Image

WHY PUBLIC IMAGE

AND WHY NOW?

By Lee-Ann Shearing, Regional Public Image Coordinator Zone 20A South

Many long-serving Rotarians question why we are
suddenly pushing Rotary awareness and public
image – after all, they argue, look what we have
accomplished over the last century! Many are of
the generation that believe in doing good and not
bragging about it.
In today’s ever changing and fast paced world
where Rotary clubs are being encouraged to enlist
more women and younger members, most Rotary clubs
grapple with ways in which to attract potential members
as well as to meet the needs of diverse age groups and
genders. Finding suitable partners outside of Rotary for
worthwhile projects can also be a challenge. There are
so many welfare organisations out there that we need to
stay ahead of the crowd or we risk becoming irrelevant.
This is where public image comes into its own – if
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managed correctly! Membership and humanitarian
service are the dots of the overall picture and public
image is the crayon used to join the dots! It has never
been easier to publicise what we do as people of action
thanks to the advent of social media.
Each club should devise a strategic Public Image
plan to suit the needs of their own club. The best way to
devise this plan is by answering the following questions.
1. Who do you want to reach with your message?
2. What type of message do you want to send out?
3. What are you trying to achieve with your
messages?
4. What medium should you be using?
• Club newsletter
• Website
• Facebook page
• Rotary Showcase or Rotary Ideas
• YouTube
5. Do you even have a plan?
So many choices it can make it confusing. The good
news is that the Rotary Brand Centre has templates for
you to use, you just need to determine your missive,
your audiences and the outcome you hope to achieve.
If you are still unsure you have district and zone
specialists who can guide you so that your public image
strategy is effective and meaningful.
As September is Basic Education and Literacy
month on the Rotary calendar perhaps it would be
a good idea to have a training meeting this month
learning about the Rotary Brand Centre and how to use
its resources. You could also ask a qualified Rotarian to
be a guest speaker or do an online lesson through the
Rotary website. Also take the time to check the public
image requirements of the Presidential Citation.
Paul Harris said “If Rotary is to realise its proper
destiny, it must be evolutionary at all times, revolutionary
on occasions”. So next time a Rotarian who has served
for many years asks why there is so much focus on
Rotary’s Public Image, ask why not? The better the
publicity, the more the Rotary brand becomes known
and admired. This increases the interest of potential
members and can generate more funding for much
needed humanitarian service projects. The time to be
revolutionary is now and we need to evolve to stay
relevant, meaningful and to be the mark of excellence
and inspiration that others want to imitate.
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ADVERTORIAL
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Calling all golfers
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Come 29 September, you can look forward to sunny
skies, a light breeze and your best ever game of golf in
paradise, courtesy of the third annual Rotary Club of
Zanzibar and Fumba Town Golf Day.
Where else can you enjoy fresh Italian coffee and
delicious pastries just before your first tee? How often does
the cool kick of a Moscow Mule add some extra pizzazz to
your swing and the legendary powers of coconut water bring
accuracy and precision to your putting? While you are having
the most fun ever on a golf course, you will be doing this to
help people in Zanzibar.
In 2016, the golf day event raised almost $16 500. This
was used to buy much-needed equipment for Makunduchi
Hospital and to help fund a Global Grant to refurbish parts
of the hospital. Last year, the club partnered with Zanzibar
Learning 4 Life, an educational non-profit organisation, and
the funds it raised will support a Global Grant to benefit the
Learning 4 Life school building project.
This year’s beneficiary will be Makunduchi Hospital and
funds raised will increase the capacity of the female ward
and create a dedicated post-miscarriage care unit. This will
consolidate the services offered to women and ensure they
receive greater privacy.

The details

The draw will take place at Café 27/Coastal Zanzibar
Airport Hotel on Tuesday 25 September and QMB, OZTI
East Africa and Café 27 will sponsor the event. Join us for
a fun night building up to the big day (details and updates
to follow on our Facebook page). On Wednesday 26
September, all players will be advised of their tee-off times.
The 18-hole competition will be played using the
Stableford Rules and Scoring Format on the nine-hole
course and the Sea Cliff Golf Course rules apply. Players
with a pending or inactive handicap are not eligible to win
first, second and third place prizes, but can compete for hole
prizes (such as the Longest Drive and Straightest Drive).
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It is the responsibility of the player is to advise his/her club
contacts in order for the organisers to check their handicap
prior to entry. Sea Cliff Golf Club will tally scores and their
decision will be final. Tickets are on sale in Zanzibar through
Mbweni Supermarket, One Ocean, ZMMI and OZTI from the
1st of September or reserve online via the website to register,
pay and donate.

What will you get for your entrance fee?

The entry fee is $120 and includes the following: Green
Fees for 18 holes in the Stableford competition; free use
of golf cart (first 40 entries) or trolley; entrance to the 19th
Hole After Party and a luxury goodie bag (currently valued
at $300).
Our generous sponsors will keep you hydrated and
energised with delicious snacks and drinks, coffee from
LaVazza, breakfast from Sea Cliff, water from Dasani, iced
tea and snacks from 6 Degrees South, boerewors rolls and
beer from OZTI, Moscow Mules from ZMMI, sodas from
Coca-Cola, juices and snacks from the Seaweed Centre,
Madafu and snacks from Safari Blue, Cava, Sawa Beer,
Sangria and snacks from Taperia/QMB and a mini massage
and sunscreen top-up from Mali Spa.
Once again, Qatar Airways has come on board and is
sponsoring two return flights to any destination for both the
ladies’ and gents’ winners. There are many more prizes that
are yet to be announced.
The 19th Hole After Party is a great night out for all and
open to anyone. Players’ entry includes entry to the 19th
Hole event, and for friends and family the cost is $40 per
person. The event will start at 6pm at the Boma at Sea Cliff
with a cocktail reception hosted by ZMMI. A sumptuous three
course dinner and prize-giving will start at 7pm. DJ Eddy will
be getting us up to dance the night away.
Info@rotaryzanzibargolf.com
www.rotaryzanzibargolf.com

IN DETAIL

HOW FLEXIBLE IS YOUR CLUB?

The last Council On Legislation gave clubs greater flexibility, but for many putting
that into practice may be a little daunting. Here are some examples of how
Rotarians have made Rotary more flexible and reaped the rewards!

Explore various types of Rotary clubs
We have traditional, NextGen, Satellite and E-Clubs,
but did you know that we also have Passport Clubs?
These clubs are designed to be flexible, affordable
and accessible to people who want to be Rotarians
but find that traditional Rotary clubs don’t fit their
lifestyle.
The unique element of a passport club is that they
have fewer in-person meetings. An example is the
Rotary Passport Club of Greater Sacramento One the
first in the world; this club meets four times a year and
instead of weekly meetings, their members have a
“Passport” to visit other Rotary clubs and take part in
activities and projects that interest them. Some criteria
are at www.rotarydistrict7450.org/passport-clubs/.
The structure of these passport clubs may be
different, but the underlying reason people become
Rotarians is the same. Rotarians are dedicated people
who want to make a difference in their communities and
in the world.
This does need the building of relationships with
nearby clubs. Does your club design projects in such a
way as to be able to accept volunteers from outside your
own members and supporters? After all, why wouldn’t
you want a greater capacity to do greater good?
Do they work? Well, there are quite a number in
North America at least.
“This is an innovative approach to membership and
you have to shoot to score,” said John Hewko, secretary
general of Rotary.

Purpose of a passport club
•
•
•
•
•

Attract new and returning members to Rotary who
have difficulty attending weekly meetings.
Invite people who have a true passion for making a
difference in their community through service.
Reduce the time a Rotaractor transitions to Rotary
membership.
Retain members where expense is a drawback to
joining or continuing Rotary.
Support existing clubs in their Service Above Self
community projects with additional resources.

How it operates
•

Passport club is initially sponsored by an existing

•
•
•
•
•
•

Rotary club of their choosing which agrees to
serve as a sponsor club.
A Passport Club has only four business meetings a
year, one a quarter.
During the other eight months, they will have a
meeting with a partner club. (If applicable, the
guest/meal fee should be paid by attendees)
Have a social (i.e. Happy Hour) meeting each
month at various locations.
Members can also attend any other meetings of
any club in the district that may be convenient for
their schedule.
Members are required to commit to 40 hours of
service each year through projects, fundraisers
and/or supporting other non-profit organisations.
All partner clubs in the district are requested to
email their upcoming projects/fundraisers to the
passport club president and secretary. These
events will be posted on the Passport Club
calendar so all members can pick which projects/
events fit their schedules.

Expectations
•

If the 40-hour service commitment is not feasible
due to other personal time commitments, the
Passport Club member would consider donating to
The Rotary Foundation (TRF) each year.
•
Passport Club members are responsible for paying
Rotary International and district dues. Additional
club dues may apply.
•
Members are also encouraged to give a minimum
of $10 per month to The Rotary Foundation
through Rotary Direct.
•
The Passport Club will have a president, immediate
past president, president-elect, vice-president,
club secretary, treasurer and additional directors.
•
The Passport Club will also have a service director
who will record each member’s service hours each
month.
•
Induction of new members can be performed at
any time.
This is a club idea that can be tweaked to fit what works
for your district but the framework is solid and has
proven successful in its first year of existence.

Has your club embraced flexibility? Tell us
how! Email rotaryafrica@mweb.co.za
September 2018 ∙ Rotary Africa | 13

Club Innovation: Choose
your membership level
The Rotary Club of Philadelphia (D7450, USA) offers
different levels of membership, including full, a la carte
with “pay as you go” lunches, and a Happy Hour Club.
“When I joined there were around 120 members, but we bled
members,” said Matthew Tae, past president of the Rotary Club
of Philadelphia.
For some time, the officers had been tracking the
demographics of the club and it was clear that it was not
attracting enough new younger members. “We meet at the
Union League, which is expensive,” Tae explained. “These
days, a person early in their career, in their 30s, can’t get away
for 90 minutes plus travel time at lunch on a workday. We
needed a model where you could participate but not disrupt
lunch hour.”
One solution was a la carte memberships, in which the
dues are lower and the members pay separately for lunches
they attend. There was some concern that full-time members
might move to the less expensive a la carte membership, but
Tae points out that this idea doesn’t pass The Four-Way Test.
For some time, the club had been sustained on about a third of
the members not showing up and still paying dues, effectively
subsidising the club. The a la carte model offered a more
equitable distribution of costs.
The club also started a Happy Hour Club, which was
originally just a chance for fellowship outside the lunchtime
meetings. When that became an official membership option, it
focused on local service. The Happy Hour Club meets once a
month for a happy hour meeting and once a month for a service
project during the day.
The club redesigned its webpage and uses social media
aggressively. “We’ve upgraded the Facebook page,” said club
membership chair Joan Batory. “We announce every meeting
and have videos of the speakers, when we can find them, so
Facebook and the webpage have plenty of information.”
The club leadership recognises that all these innovations
must be evaluated carefully to assess their impact. “We have
six months to get to target membership,” stresses Tae. “When
you go low on membership cost, you have to look at whether
you are getting new members at the cost of not covering your
expenses.”
The early signs are good, with a number of new members in
the pipeline and inquiries coming to Batory on a regular basis.
“I’m getting messages on Facebook, expressing interest in
membership, in Rotaractors, in all the things we do.”

Rotary Club of Philadelphia
Website: philadelphiarotary.org/
Members: 53
Full: 29
A la carte: 13
Corporate: 1
Happy Hour Club: 8
Honorary: 2

History: Founded in 1912, this was the 19th club to be chartered.
It was home to two RI presidents, Glenn Mead (1912/13)and
Guy Gundaker (1923/24). Its projects include purchasing and
distributing dictionaries, thesauruses, atlases and library books
to over 20 schools and supporting literacy initiatives.
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5 ways to use club
flexibility
It’s up to your club to decide how and if
you want to make it more flexible. Look at
the examples below to see what changes
may benefit your club. After you settle on a
change, remember to update your bylaws.
Here are some examples of how your
club can apply the new flexible options:
1. CHANGE your meeting schedule. Your
club can vary its meeting days, times and
frequency. For example, you could hold
a traditional meeting on the first Tuesday
of the month to discuss business and
service projects and get together socially
on the last Friday of the month. You just
need to meet at least twice a month.
2. VARY your meeting format. Your
club can meet in person, online or a
combination, including letting some
members attend in-person meetings
through the Internet.
3. RELAX attendance requirements. Your
club can ease attendance requirements
and encourage members to participate in
other ways, such as taking a leadership
role, updating the club website regularly,
running a meeting a few times a year
or planning an event. If your club is
dynamic and offers a good experience for
members, attendance won’t be a problem.
4.
OFFER
multiple
membership
types. Your club could offer corporate
memberships, family memberships or for
young professionals, junior memberships.
Each type of membership can have its
own policies on dues, attendance and
service expectations. Rotary will count
these people in your club membership
and will consider them active members if
they pay RI dues.
5. INVITE Rotaractors to be members of
your club. You can invite Rotaractors to
join your club while remaining members of
their Rotaract clubs. If your club chooses
to, it can make special accommodations
for these members, such as relaxed
attendance requirements or reduced fees,
as long as they are reflected in the club
bylaws.

WORLD POLIO DAY
Don’t forget to register your club event on the
campaign website.

World Polio Day is celebrated on 24 October.
Polio eradication has been Rotary’s main goal for
more than 30 years and every club in the world is
expected to host an event or activity to celebrate
that day. Don’t forget to register your event at the
endpolio.org website.
Did you know that hosting an event on the World Polio
Day is one of the goals of the 2018/19 Rotary Citation?
Rotaract clubs are also expected to get involved and
register their events. It’s crucial to participate!

•

•

What kind of activity can be developed?

Whether your club holds a simple or a wellorchestrated event, what matters is that it occurs close
to World Polio Day and seeks to raise public awareness
of the cause. Also, keep in mind that you don’t have
to wait for 24 October to include your event on the
endpolio.org website. If your club already knows what
to do, register your activity today!

Here are some suggestions to inspire you and
your fellow Rotarians:
•

•

End Polio Now Walk: Invite fellow Rotarians,
other Rotary Family members, friends and
relatives to participate in a walk to promote
the fact that we are close to eradicating polio
worldwide. Wear t-shirts and carry banners with
the campaign logo or if you prefer, you can also
organise a bicycle race or fun run to draw public
attention.
Fundraising: Plan a charity luncheon or
dinner and sell tickets to your friends and
acquaintances. During the event, organise a
short presentation explaining the importance
of polio eradication, Rotary’s involvement in
the cause and the current global situation. You
could even create an informational booklet and

•

•

distribute it to participants. All profits would go
to Polio Plus. Bazaars, donation booths, shows
and charity sporting events are other good
ways to raise funds.
Polio lecture: Ask doctors or other health care
professionals to give a presentation or panel on
polio. Invite pregnant women, parents and the
general population to attend.
Meeting to watch the World Polio Day event:
On 24 October, Rotary will give a presentation
about the status of polio eradication in the
world. There will be a live broadcast directly
from The College of Physicians of Philadelphia,
known as the birthplace of medicine in the US.
This city is also where Rotary’s eradication
initiative began 30 years ago.
Multi-district Campaign: Partner with other
Rotary, Rotaract and Interact clubs in your city
or district to promote the importance of World
Polio Day, using social media. Remember to
use the #endpolio hashtag.
Projection
mapping:
Enhance
public
awareness in an innovative and different way
by projecting the End Polio Now campaign
logo on buildings, theatres or any other notable
place in your city. To get local media coverage,
please issue a press release with additional
information.

Seize the occasion to show videos and other
marketing content from
www.endpolio.org/resource-center
Register your event today at
www.endpolio.org/promote-your-event
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Ending Polio
Humanity is on the verge of one of the greatest
public health achievements in history –
eradicating polio. The Global Polio Eradication
Initiative (GPEI) has reduced polio cases by 99.9
percent since 1988, bringing the world closer than
ever before to ending polio for good. This means
a world in which every child would be safe from
the paralysis caused by the virus and no family
would ever have to bear the emotional and
financial costs of polio again. With sustained
political and financial commitment to protect every
last child, we can seize this chance to end the
virus forever.

SHRINKING THE MAP: POLIO-ENDEMIC COUNTRIES
AFGHANISTAN
PAKISTAN

NIGERIA

Wild polio transmission
continues

Polio Today
Virus Cornered
• Today, polio exists in the smallest geographic area in history. The world has not
experienced any outbreaks of wild poliovirus outside the three polio-endemic countries –
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Nigeria – since August 2014.
• In 1988, there were 350 000 annual cases of wild polio virus from 125 countries. In
2017, there were 22 wild poliovirus cases reported in only two countries - Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Nigeria has not seen a case since 2016.
• Only one of the three wild poliovirus strains appears to survive. Wild Poliovirus Type 2
(WPV2) was certified eradicated in 2015 and there has not been a case of Wild Poliovirus
Type 3 (WPV3) detected since 2012.

Programme Achievements
• India, once described as the most challenging place in the world to end polio, has not
seen a polio case since 2011. This incredible achievement paved the way for the World
Health Organisation’s south-east Asia Region, home to 1.8 billion people, to be certified poliofree in March 2014.
• In 2016, the programme achieved the largest and fastest vaccine rollout in history. In
a matter of weeks, 155 countries and territories successfully removed the polio type 2 strain
from the oral polio vaccine (OPV), made possible by the eradication of WPV2, as the first step
of the eventual phase-out of OPV.
• The tools, infrastructure and knowledge developed to eradicate polio have been used to
fight every vaccine-preventable childhood disease, tackle Ebola, deliver malaria prevention
tools and improve disease surveillance worldwide. Through the delivery of vitamin A
supplements alone, the programme has helped to prevent more than 1.5 million deaths.

A Unique Partnership
to End Polio
The GPEI is a public-private partnership

led by national governments with five major
partners - the World Health Organisation
(WHO), Rotary International, the US Centres
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
UNICEF and the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation. This coalition unites frontline
health workers, governments, donors and
global leaders behind the vision of a world
where children are forever safe from the threat
of polio.
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Protecting Gains
• If we don’t end polio now, we could see a resurgence of up to 200 000 cases annually
within a decade. The world could also risk losing the US$50 billion in estimated savings
that eradication would generate over the next 20 years.
• To protect global progress, the programme vaccinates more than 400 million children
across 60 countries every year and conducts disease surveillance in more than 70
countries. Since 2001, there have been wild polio outbreaks in 41 countries that were
previously polio-free. While each outbreak has been stopped, each one is a reminder that as
long as polio exists, every country - and every child - is at risk.
• Through its surveillance, the programme investigates more than 100 000 suspected
cases of polio each year using a community reporting network. It has also expanded
environmental sewage testing to help vaccination campaigns target areas where the virus is
circulating even before any child shows symptoms of polio.

HEAD TO

HAMBURG

Drop anchor in Germany’s gateway
to the world, where it’s easy to feel
like a local
by Jenny Llakmani | photography by Samuel Zuder

The famed Reeperbahn, with its myriad
entertainment options, is where Hamburg
goes to party.
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The activity of Hamburg’s port, which handles more than 130 million tons of cargo per year, contrasts
with the tranquil residential neighbourhoods along the Elbe.
Walking through Hamburg’s main train station on
our first day in the city, my husband, Anton, spots
a man sitting in a tiny bar enjoying a beer and a
smoke. His peculiar garb (black corduroy jacket,
vest, and bell-bottom pants, along with a battered
top hat) gives him away. He’s one of Germany’s
Wandergesellen, a journeyman carpenter who, in a
tradition that dates to the Middle Ages, travels the
world for two or three years carrying only a change
of clothes, a few euros and his skills.
Like us, he’s just another visitor to Hamburg. A real
person in a real city – a city, as we come to realise,
that’s the coolest place we never knew we wanted to
visit.
In an age when every destination seems to be making
itself over to please tourists, Hamburg steadfastly
chooses to please itself. Undeniably authentic, the city
greets visitors with a friendly ahoy! and then goes about
its business, and business is the business of Hamburg,
leaving you to enjoy its many charms.
Situated on the Elbe River, the city’s pathway to the
North Sea, Hamburg (which will host the 2019 Rotary
International Convention) is the third-largest port in
Europe, a thriving hub of global trade. Across the river
from the colossal harbour is the inviting downtown, with
bridges and canals that locals claim outnumber those
of Amsterdam and Venice and a picturesque lake that
serves as the city’s playground. As befits a Marktplatz
for the world’s goods, shopping and options for
entertainment are plentiful. On Saturday nights, people
of all ages converge on the Reeperbahn, the once
notorious red-light district where, in the early 1960s, the
Beatles became the Beatles. Jutting out into the river
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like a ship at full sail is the new Elbphilharmonie (the
Elbphi for short), a brick and glass concert hall whose
dramatic exterior and finely tuned interior proclaim
Hamburg’s intent to establish a serious performance
heritage rivalling anything the continent might offer.
All of this in a city that’s compact and easy to
navigate on foot, by bike, on public transit and, maybe
even especially, by boat.
Getting to know Hamburg’s waterways is key
to understanding what makes the city tick. Holger
Knaack, co-chair of the convention’s Host Organisation
Committee and a past governor of District 1940, puts
it succinctly: “Hamburg is water, everywhere.” Even
the Ham in Hamburg comes from an Old Saxon word
meaning “marshland.”
The aqueous heart of this maritime city is the Alster,
a lake created 800 years ago by damming a small
river. It’s divided into two parts: the Binnenalster (Inner
Alster) and the larger Außenalster (Outer Alster). The
Elbe, meanwhile, is the city’s pulsing lifeline: Though
Hamburg lies nearly 105 kilometres from the North Sea,
here at the city’s centre the river and its canals still rise
and fall with the tides.
Along the Jungfernstieg, a stepped terrace that runs
along the Inner Alster, Hamburg’s wealthy merchants
once promenaded with their unmarried daughters. It’s
still a chic showcase of the city’s inhabitants. Anton and
I grab a table at one of the open-air cafés and watch the
red-and-white tour boats that dock here before heading
out to explore the Outer Alster, the city’s canals, and
the Elbe.
We opt to take the footpath around the Outer Alster.
People are fishing, sunbathing, reading, walking dogs,

biking and boating. With no private
motorboats allowed, says Andreas von
Möller, a Hamburg native whose roots
here go back for generations, “sailing
on the lake is a dream.” Von Möller, a
past governor of District 1890, serves as
Knaack’s fellow HOC chair.
A little more than six kilometres
around, the lakeshore is dotted with
cafés and restaurants. At the Alsterperle,
a self-service café housed in a former
public toilet (far more appealing than
it sounds) we pull out our map to plot
our next move. The lady sharing our
table asks where we’re from. We’ve
hardly begun to reply when another
café goer appears at our side and asks,
“Did you say you’re from Chicago? I
love Chicago!” Our new friends have
tips for us in the nearby neighbourhood
of St Georg: The bar on top of the Le
Méridien hotel, we learn, has the best
view of the Alster, while the terrace at
the Hotel George is a fantastic place to
enjoy the sunset. With friends like that, “Stumbling stones” embedded in sidewalks around the city are
who needs a map?
another reminder of the human cost of war.
Though defined by its waterways,
houses. Here, goods originating in ports around the
Hamburg was forged by fire. Two major
infernos (the first in 1842, the second ignited by Allied world were delivered by boat and stored on the lower
air raids during World War II) devastated the city, leaving floor of a house; the second floor traditionally featured
few traces of its medieval origins. The first fire broke offices and a large reception space for clients, while the
out on the Deichstrasse, a short street built on a 13th- family occupied the upper floors. Canals also define
century dyke; despite that, the street today contains the nearby district called the Speicherstadt, where the
the only cluster of buildings in the old Hamburg style of narrow waterways between tall brick warehouses, or
architecture. One of them, Deichstrasse 25, houses a Speicher, conjure a Northern Germany-meets-Venice
restaurant called Zum Brandanfang, which means “the vibe.
The 19th-century uniformity of the Speicherstadt
place where the fire started”; on the other side of the
Old Town, there’s a street called Brandsende, or Fire’s yields to the modern sensibility of the adjacent HafenCity.
When finished in 2030, this riverside development
End.
The destruction wrought by war was on a different project – which features shops, restaurants, apartments
scale. During 10 days of bombing in July 1943, at least and offices housed in a mix of older buildings and new
40 000 people died as entire neighbourhoods were ones designed by Renzo Piano, Rem Koolhaas and
obliterated. To better understand what occurred, we Philippe Starck, among others – will almost double the
visit the St Nikolai memorial. The tallest of Hamburg’s size of the city centre.
The architectural highlight of HafenCity is already
five major churches, St Nikolai remains in its bombedout state as a memorial to all victims of war. Its crypt in place: the two-year-old, 26-story Elbphilharmonie
houses a small but powerful museum whose account concert hall. (None of Hamburg’s buildings rise
of the air raids provides perspective on the experiences taller than the city’s principal church steeples.) The
not only of the people of Hamburg, but of the bomber building’s base, a repurposed brick warehouse, gives
way in dramatic fashion to a glass superstructure that
crews themselves.
As we walk through the city, another reminder of evokes soaring waves. Its mid-level terrace commands
World War II is at our feet: Stolpersteine (stumbling contrasting perspectives that capture the city’s ethos: in
stones). These brass plates are fitted in among the one direction, a view of the Elbe and the giant cranes
cobblestones in front of buildings where Jewish people, lining the immense port, which occupies 17 500 acres
Roma, gays, dissidents and other victims of the Nazis of land and water on the opposite side of the river; and
last lived. Each plate is engraved with the name of an in the other direction, the city proper, with its Rathaus
individual and in most cases, the years when he or she (city hall) and the spires of Saints Nikolai, Michaelis,
was born, was deported to a concentration camp and Petri, Jacobi and Katharinen.
‘Hamburg is a very special city, a very open city
died. Conceived in 1996 by Berlin artist Gunter Demnig,
and one of the most modern cities in Germany, both
the stones are now found in cities throughout Europe.
From the Deichstrasse, we walk down a narrow architecturally and in mindset,” says Knaack. This
alleyway to the canal behind the historic row of merchant cosmopolitan outlook is a consequence of 800 years
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of history as a free port – and as not merely a city, but
an independent city-state. The city’s official name, Freie
und Hansestadt Hamburg – the Free and Hanseatic
City of Hamburg – recalls Hamburg’s membership
in the Hanseatic League, a confederation of northern
European cities that dominated trade on the North and
Baltic seas from about 1200 to 1500.
“We live from the port,” von Möller adds. “That’s
where Hamburg breathes. It’s a gateway to the world.”
For a close encounter with the towering cargo ships,
Knaack and von Möller recommend one of the harbour
cruises that depart from the Landungsbrücke, a floating
dock in the St Pauli neighbourhood. The boat takes us
downriver as far as the suburb of Övelgönne, where
hillside villas overlook a popular beach. We pass the
U-434, a Russian submarine that has been converted
into a museum and the Altona Fischmarkt. Heading
back upriver, we encounter vessels in dry dock and
watch as massive ships are loaded with as many as
20 000 containers. Finally, we glide past the Rickmer
Rickmers, another museum ship, before turning around
under the Elbphi and steaming back to the dock.
In St Pauli, the Reeperbahn – a long thoroughfare
where rope-makers once stretched out their hemp –
has been home to sailors’ watering holes for well over a
century; in 1848 the district had 19 legal brothels. Since
the Beatles lived here in the early ’60s, playing nightly
gigs in the Kaiserkeller and the Star Club, it has become
much more respectable.
“My wife and I are regulars on Saturday night on
the Reeperbahn. We go to the theatres,” says Andreas
Wende, the marketing chair for the HOC and a member
of the Rotary Club of Ahrensburg (D1890). “It’s typical
for young people ages about 20 to 40 to go to the

Reeperbahn on Friday and Saturday evenings. They go
out at 10 or 11 on Saturday night, party until five or six
in the morning, then go to the Fischmarkt on Sunday
morning” – a sort of hard day’s night in reverse.
Hamburg’s efficient public transit system is another
great way to see the city’s sights; passes will be
included in the registration for the Hamburg convention.
“You’ll have access to trams, ferries, everything,” says
John Blount, convention chair.
A city that prides itself as a global gateway – and that
is home to the first Rotary club in Germany – Hamburg
is an ideal place to bring together Rotarians from
around the world. The convention’s theme, Capture the
Moment, “is about the power and potential and force
Rotary has in your life and in the world,” says Blount.
“We want to capture where we are and what we can
do – the possibilities of Rotary as an organisation and in
our clubs. We want you to be there to experience that.”
The Messe, the city’s convention centre, is
centrally located – about a 10-minute walk from the
major convention hotels and easily accessible by
public transit. Several distinct neighbourhoods filled
with restaurants, cafés, shops and parks are nearby;
the bohemian Karolinen viertel, the sumptuous
Rotherbaum, the historically Jewish Grindel that is now
the leafy university quarter and the hip Schanzenviertel,
which should be an irresistible draw to young Rotarians
and Rotaractors.
Back in the Altstadt (Old Town), the
Mönckebergstrasse, which runs roughly from the main
train station to the Rathaus, is the city’s major shopping
thoroughfare. Haute boutiques line the arcades of the
Neustadt and more than 100 shops and restaurants fill
the five floors of the Europa Passage. And that’s just

To truly appreciate Hamburg, see it from the water. Tour boats cruise Lake Alster, the Elbe River and the
city’s many canals. Or set your own course by renting a paddle boat, sailboat, canoe or kayak. Lake Alster in
the heart of Hamburg is known for its game of over 100 swans which are looked after by the Schwanenvater
(the swan father). This gamekeeper position has existed since the 17th century and is among the oldest
government agency posts in the world. One of his main tasks is escorting the swans from their summer
quarters on the Lake Alster to their winter quarters in the smaller Eppendorfer Mühlenteich that is protected
from freezing over. For over three centuries the return of the swans to the Alster marks the beginning of
spring in Hamburg.
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a taste of Hamburg’s offerings, which
we’ve only begun to explore when our
five-day stay concludes.
As Anton and I head out of town,
already plotting to return, we finally
figure out Hamburg’s allure.
“It is an attractive city, but the
people are modest and humble,”
says von Möller. “We don’t show off.
We say, ‘Gosh, you might like it. You
should have a look.’”
Come 1 June 2019, I recommend
you do just that.

Get to know Hamburg through its
eclectic shops, such as Freiheit &
Roosen, a record store in St Pauli.

The tower of the Rathaus (city hall) is visible from many vantage points around Hamburg and the
centrally located building makes a great meeting spot. There are benches on the plaza out front as well
as in the neo-Gothic entrance hall, which is open to the public. The grand, neo-renaissance city hall was
built to represent the wealth and independence of the proud harbour city. Accordingly, everything about
this building is monumental. The construction rests on over 4 000 oak piles that support its weight in
the muddy ground of the Lake Alster shore. The hall’s total area is 17 000 square metres (182 986 square
feet) and the tower rises 112 meters (367 feet) high. The elaborate façade is decorated by 20 statues of
emperors past. Last but not least, it has 647 rooms, six more than the Buckingham Palace, the London
residence of Queen Elizabeth II.
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A QUICK
TRIP
HOME

During her short holiday in Botswana,
Agrieneth Masule, supported by the
Rotary Club of Gaborone (D9400),
arranged a community service project
at Karakubis Primary School where
basic toiletries were given to children
in need.
The rural primary school is close to
the Namibian border with Botswana and
was where Masule taught for two years
before leaving to study abroad. Many of
her former learners still attend the school
and welcomed her back. William Lee
(district governor’s representative), his
wife, Christine, and Masule’s daughter,
Letang, accompanied her to the school on
the club’s behalf.
Masule is a student at Anglia Ruskin
University in Cambridge, UK, where she
is studying towards a M.Sc in International
Social Welfare and Social Policy and will
graduate next month.
Rotary clubs in Cambridge (District
1080, England) have a long history of
hosting Rotary scholars attending the
internationally recognised universities
in their city, but Masule was the first to
receive the Hilary King scholarship. King,
now deceased, was a Rotarian who was
extremely passionate about education and
it had always been her wish to see District
1080 sponsor a post graduate student.
In 2015, Past President Peter White,
a former member of the Gaborone
club and current member of the Rotary
Club of Cambridge Sawston (D1080)
contacted William Lee and asked for help
in identifying a suitable candidate for a
Global Grant scholarship.
She is no stranger to Rotary and
as in 2012, while studying for a B.A. in
Humanities at the University of Gaborone,
she served as president of the Rotaract
Club of Gaborone.
The two clubs, supported by their
districts, chose Masule. During her time
in the UK, she has served as an excellent
Rotary ambassador and travelled the length
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Distributing the basic toiletries at Karakubis Primary School.

President Simon Lake of the Rotary Club of Cambridge
Sawston, Agrieneth Masule and PP Peter White.

Hilary King Scholar Agrieneth Masule rehearsing for another
club presentation.
and breadth of D1080 visiting Rotary clubs to make presentations on
Botswana and the brief history of the scholarship. Masule attended
the D1080 Conference and gave a well-received presentation as the
Hilary King Scholar. She is also a committed volunteer with an active
hands-on approach to community service projects.
She has returned to Cambridge and is completing her dissertation.
In her spare time, Masule will complete the club visits arranged by
D1080 and will assist in arranging a visit by interested Rotarians from
England to Botswana and D9400 during May 2019.

ROTARIANS AT WORK
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Many makes and models
of classic cars were on
display for the public after
the meander ended

President Jenny Wesson waves the flag to start the
meander.
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After 18 months of planning, organisors Glen
Ross and Ron Stirk and their fellow members
of the Rotary Club of Brits-Hartbeespoort
(D9400) were ready to roll!
With 71 cars entered, expectations were
high as the chilly yet cheerful participants and
Rotarians waited eagerly for the Classic Car
Meander to begin. Rotarians stood ready at
various stops along the route that began at the
French Toast Restaurant, which served coffee
and hot chocolate to warm the participants. This
day aimed to promote the Rotary Club of BritsHartbeespoort while highlighting tourism in the
area. A number of Interactors arrived to help the
Rotarians at the various stops.
There was a frenzy to register as the
participants lined up eager to hit the road and a
few had to be reminded that it was not a race
but a casual meander through the scenic, historic
and biodiverse area.
The participants would visit a number of tourist
attractions and at some of them, would compete
in activities for prizes that would be handed out at
the end of the day.
With the formalities out of the way, President
Jenny Wesson waved the flag and they were off!
The first stop was the Hartbeespoort Cableway
where they were welcomed by Ian Gunn, one
of the main champions of tourism in the area.
After a quick look around and receiving their
free sponsored tickets for the cableway that they
could use another day, the participants cruised
off towards the dam wall.
By now the sun had begun to peek over the

Even a chilly start could
not dampen the spirits
of the participants and
Rotarians
Magaliesberg, bringing with it some much needed
warmth especially for those in open vehicles.
Rotarians were on hand to control the traffic
and usher the cars across the bridge as they
headed for the Dam Doryn area, then over the
Magaliesberg to Kosmos.
At Caribbean Beach Estate, they were
welcomed by Rotarian and Dockside Cafe owner
Dean Meiring before setting off to compete in a
putting challenge on the golf course.
From Kosmos, they headed west to the furthest
point of the meander, Van Gaalens Cheese Farm
with its magnificent backdrop of the Magaliesberg.
The participants and members lingered over
cheese and refreshments before competing in a
quiz about the club’s environmental projects in the
area, especially the Cape Vulture project.
Then it was off to the final stop, Aviators
Brewing co, before the finish at Hartbeespoort
Holiday Resort. After crossing the finish line, the
cars were parked for the public to view. There were
also a number of stalls where people could buy
food and drink, as well as displays by a number of
the sponsors.
The club had set up a play and activities area
to keep the children amused while the parents
talked cars. The day ended with the prizegiving
and a vote of thanks from the Rotary Club of
Brits-Hartbeespoort, Harties Tourism and all the
venues that participated. The funds raised at the
day will be donated to CHOC (Childhood Cancer
Association).
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HANDS TO HELP

Twenty-three men and three women received free
prosthetic hands from the Rotary Club of NairobiUtumishi (D9212) at a medical camp it held in Meru,
Kenya.
The stories behind the amputations were moving;
one woman lost her hand in domestic violence, while
a 17- year-old boy lost both hands in a brutal robbery.
The data collected showed that most of the amputees

had lost their hands in agricultural, industrial and road
accidents. Six lost their hands in violent robberies. Two
students, both aged 15, were the youngest beneficiaries
and the oldest was 70.
Since the early 2000s, the LN-4 Prosthetic Hand
project that is run by the Nairobi-Utumishi club has
given hundreds of people the gift of increased mobility.
The first major LN-4 prosthetic hand donation camp
was held in 2005.
The free hand is designed and
produced by The Ellen Meadows
Prosthetic Hand Foundation (EMPHF).
The hand, which costs US$50 to produce,
is designed to facilitate basic activities
like writing, holding utensils, grasping
and carrying objects. The digits give the
wearer the ability to hold objects through
a ratchet type system. One side moves
to tighten the grasp while the other side
will loosen the digits when pressed. The
hand transforms lives through enabling
increased independence, thereby creating
opportunities to lead more productive
lives.
The LN-4 hand is easily fitted with
the help of illustrated instructions. For an
amputee to be able to be fitted with a hand
there has to be at least 12 centimetres of
residual limb below the elbow. Once fitted,
the amputee is easily trained on how to
use the hand. The hand is distributed at no
cost to amputees who can’t afford to buy
a prosthetic instrument for themselves.
Replacements are also free if needed.
The Nairobi-Utumishi club, with
help from the Rotary Kenya Country
Office, ensured Rotary club presidents
and occupational therapists at district
hospitals in Kenya were made aware of
the project. They in turn, have created
awareness about the LN-4 Prosthetic
Hand project within their communities.
Additional awareness has been created
through media coverage.

For more about the Ellen
Meadows Prosthetic Hand
Foundation see:
www.ln-4.org
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This project, undertaken in partnership with Blessman International, will result in increased food security
and will teach valuable agricultural skills to the children.

TEACH A CHILD TO FISH

Together they will teach children to fish, thanks to a
Global Grant that the Rotary Clubs of Pietersburg 100
and Mokopane (D9400) partnered in with six Rotary
clubs from America and Blessman International, a nonprofit organisation working in Limpopo.
The Teach a Child to Fish project is a programme to
provide long term and sustainable food security for orphans
and vulnerable children.
For many years, Blessman International and the
Pietersburg 100 club have fed thousands of children.
Thanks to this partnership, nearly 12 000 children receive
food parcels every week that are distributed to churches
and feeding programmes in Limpopo.
The nutritious food parcels are provided through a
partnership with two American non-profit organisations,
Meals from the Heartland in West Des Moines and
Convoy of Hope, a relief organisation with its home base
in Springfield, USA. To help keep this nutrition programme
sustainable in the long term, Blessman International
purchased a 70 hectare farm where they farm vegetables
using greenhouses and have a large poultry meat and egg
production facility.
With the Teach a Child to Fish grant (valued at
$134 000), hundreds of children from 10 rural schools,
their parents and educators will learn modern, smallholding
farming techniques. Their school gardens will be used as
training sites.
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TRAVELLING SUPER HEROES

Twenty winning puppets from the Butterfly Art
Project’s Super Hero Indaba will be travelling
the globe on a mission to inspire and heal. This
follows the Super Hero Puppet Workshop, aimed
at equipping educators, volunteers and community
leaders from across Cape Town to use art and fun
to teach and heal youngsters who come from very
difficult backgrounds.
More than 200 people participated in an 11-week
workshop presented by the Butterfly Art Project. During
this time, they learnt that super heroes and heroines are
characters with superhuman powers who most often
survived tough, life-altering situations. After each of the
trainees conceptualised their own super hero character
and its biography, they created unique puppet pieces.
Their works were displayed at the Super Hero Indaba in
July. Of the many entries received, 20 winning puppets
were chosen based on the significance of their story,

the puppets’ look and their impact. The young artists
received prizes, including stationery and gift vouchers.
Their puppet designs will also be included in promotional
packs that will start travelling to teach others outside
South Africa about the healing power of art. The
Butterfly Art Project teaches healing art to community
art facilitators from 32 different communities in Cape
Town, including Somerset West and Masiphumelele.
It also works with 360 learners in the Capricorn area,
having served more than 7 500 learners in the past.
The Rotary Club of Claremont (D9350) supported the
Super Hero Indaba initiative with funds and volunteers’
time to help extend the reach of the puppets as far as
possible.
“Every person has the power to overcome their
past,” said President Malcolm Dodd. “We hope that this
unique project will help many children beyond Cape
Town.”

Remember us in your will.
salvationarmy.org.za/legacies-bequests

28 | Rotary Africa ∙ September 2018

114707L - Graduate Rotary Africa 55x145mm RV02.indd 1

2017/10/05 3:57 PM

With the brand new industrial washing machine are Alta Jonker (manager of Hesperos), her grandson
Fourie Jonker, Karin Arnoldi (chairperson of Hesperos) and members of the Rotary Club of Beaufort
West, Deon Jonker, President Michael Scheun and John Christie.

WHAT A GIFT!

Unloading the new washing machine before
installation.

Staff who care for 78 elderly people at Beaufort
West’s ACVV Hesperos were overjoyed when the
home received a new industrial washing machine.
This machine washes 18 kilogrammes of laundry
per cycle, three times as much as the old machine.
To raise funds to purchase and install the machine,
which cost R120 000, Hesperos held a bazaar in April.
The Rotary Clubs of Beaufort West and Claremont
(D9350) donated the remaining funds required to
purchase and install the machine on a concrete slab.
They also purchased a borehole water filter, trench and
three phase electricity isolator.
Hesperos houses 78 residents, 22 of whom live in
a frail care unit. Some of the residents are physically
disabled and all of them receive 24-hour care, board
and lodging.
Chairperson of the Rotary Club of Claremont’s
outreach committee, Monique Stuart-Fox said, “Caring
for the elderly and people with disabilities is a task
that requires great strength and patience. We salute
the staff at ACVV Hesperos for the work they do. We
are pleased to play a small role in making life easier
for them, enabling them to spend more time focused
on the residents. The industrial machine will serve the
institution and its residents for many years to come.”
The outreach committee has distributed more than
R1.5 million to various Rotary clubs in District 9350 over
the last six years.
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HELPING CHILDREN GROW

Stationery, something as simple as a pencil and
paper, is a key tool in every child’s educational
journey. For this reason, the Rotary Club of
Stanford (D9350), with a grant from the Rotary
Club of Claremont (D9350), invested in stationery
for various childhood, youth development and
environmental projects in the Stanford area.
The club donated R10 000 to the Swap Shop for
stationery supplies. The shop, managed by the Stanford
Conservation Trust, encourages members of the
community, particularly children, to collect recyclable
waste and bring it to the shop in exchange for stationery
items. Second hand clothing and appliances are also
donated to the shop. The aim is to teach children to be
environmentally conscious, while enabling them to help

lighten the financial burden of their families.
A second initiative that benefited from the stationery
donation was a group of five Early Childhood
Development (ECD) practitioners that visit children who
are unable to attend pre-school. These practitioners
received new backpacks and stationery supplies to use
during home visits. The club also provided art materials
for the creative workshops that the practitioners hold
every second month. Occupational therapist, Regina
Broenner, ran a four-day workshop during the school
holidays and used craft supplies that were also donated
by the club. The children painted, made masks and
decorated Christmas trees, all of which helps them
develop and strengthen their fine motor skills while
having fun.
The Living in Peace Namsov Centre
in Walvis Bay received eight baby
cots from the Rotary Club of Walvis
Bay (D9350). The Namsov Centre,
located in the low-income area of
Kuisebmund, cares for about 200
children between the ages of one
and six years. It relies on donations
to continue operations. In the past,
babies slept on blankets spread
over the floor, but the new cots
will change this. The cots were
purchased with the help of a grant
from the Rotary Club of Claremont.
Twenty-five members of the Interact
Club of the International School of
Walvis Bay painted the cots and
decorated them with stickers.
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YOUTH NEWS

NO ONE FIGHTS ALONE

Inspired and energised, the ‘warriors’ of the Rotaract
Club of Malindi (D9212, Kenya) and their supporters
launched their Mashinani War on Cancer project
(MWOC) to raise awareness about the occurrence
of cancer in the community.
This, the club’s signature medical project, was
inspired by the horror they felt at the growing cancer
statistics in their community. The most common types of
cancer in Malindi include breast and cervical cancer in
women, while the men are largely affected by prostate
cancer.
By the time of its first annual cancer awareness
campaign, the Rotaractors had sourced a year’s supply
of medicine for four cancer patients. The club also
spearheaded the formation of cancer support groups to
facilitate easy follow-ups and helped the patients find
the support they needed during the challenging journey.
All this was made possible by the contributions the
club received from individuals and corporations at its
cancer awareness campaign during a walk around
Malindi, last year. The theme of the campaign was No
One Fights Alone.
One by one, cancer survivors shared stories of their
long journey to recovery and their need for support.
They explained how tough economic times often forced
them to choose between life-saving medicines or

putting food on the table for their families.
While the battle may be won, the Rotaract Club of
Malindi knows that the war has just begun - there is still
more to be done.
In Kenya, cancer is the third most common killer after
infections and cardiovascular diseases. According to the
International Agency for Research on Cancer, the most
common cancers among men in sub-Saharan Africa
are prostate, liver, kaposi’s sarcoma, oesophagus,
colorectal and lung cancer. For sub-Saharan women,
the most common cancers are cervical, breast, liver,
colorectal and ovarian cancer.
The high mortality rate among cancer patients in
the country is attributed to late diagnosis and inability
to afford timely treatment. Other contributing factors
include a lack of awareness, inadequate diagnostic and
treatment facilities, high diagnostic and treatment costs,
a high poverty index and poorly structured referral
systems.
In October, the Rotaractors will launch their next
phase of the project. This will include an awareness day
with free cancer screenings. Information sessions will
also be held to discredit myths and remove stigmas, as
well as HIV and nutritional counselling.
And the theme for the day? We CANCERvive!
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President Derek Fox (middle back) of the Rotary Club of Boksburg Lake (D9400) together with Youth
Officer Dave Beattie, host sister and brother Tendai and Tawanda Hove were at OR Thambo International
Airport to welcome Rotary Youth Exchange Student Hannah Seitlinger from Austria (second from left).

Rotary Youth Exchange Student Jonas Holdkamp, from Germany, (second from right) about to enjoy a
typical South African breakfast with Rotary Ann Claire Fox, her son Darren and Jonas’s host mother,
Julie Hudson. He is being hosted by the Rotary Club of Boksburg Lake (D9400).
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It was a great year of service for
the Interact Club of St Andrew’s
School (D9370). The club donated
1 050 dry meals (see below),
clothes and dolls to Sunflower
house, collected 72 units of
blood in two blood drives and
serenaded the residents of
Mooihawe Retirement Centre on
Valentine’s Day. They also sold
fudge and raised R2 100, collected
and donated clothing to Ons
Kinderhuis (an orphanage) and
raised R20 000 at a Spray-a-thon
fundraiser for CANSA. Four of the
Interactors attended the RYLA
camp in Ladybrand. This dynamic
club is sponsored by the Rotary
Club of Bloemfontein-Raadzaal.
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The proud winners of the Rock-A-Fella’s Football Club Tournament of Light (under 16), Fish Hoek AFC
beat Rock-A-Fella’s FC in the finals and won R5 000 and the trophy. Thirty-two teams from across Cape
Town participated in the fourth annual Tournament of Light. This tournament is about more than just
soccer. It is organised by Rock-A-Fella’s FC in Mitchells Plain, which uses the sport to engage youth
living in poverty and in gang affected areas of Cape Town. Five of their under 18 players will participate
in a soccer clinic in the United Kingdom, while another player has been signed by City of Cape Town FC.
The Rotary Club of Claremont (D9370) is one of the tournament sponsors.
District Governor Charles
Deiner and his wife,
Colleen, visited Botswana
and spent two days with
President Tebogo George
and the members of the
Rotary Club of Gaborone
(D9400). After visiting the
club and the projects it
supports, they attended
the Gaborone lunch
meeting. There they met
Rotary Youth Exchange
Student Johanna Wehrs
sponsored by the Rotary
Club of Walsrode (D1800,
Germany), who was there
to say farewell to the club
after spending a year in
Botswana. She said that
her exchange had been
life changing and the
happy memories will be
cherished forever.
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AROUND AFRICA

The Pink Shirts, as the members of the Rotary Club of Jeffreys Bay (D9370) are known, surpassed all
expectations when they held a collection campaign to help gather supplies for the Healthy Mom and
Baby Clinic. With some of the goods collected is Rotarian Matthew Fink.

The Rotary Club of Port Elizabeth
West (D9370) partnered with the
staff of Mondelez, Port Elizabeth,
to provide a meal for people living
in Salt Lake, an area near Port
Elizabeth that is plagued by socioeconomic challenges. Shaffron
Jessem, a community worker in
Salt Lake, and two neighbours
founded a soup kitchen in 2008.
Ten years later, the kitchen is still
providing the community, the youth
in particular, with hot nourishing
meals. The meals are prepared
and often served at the home of
one of the founders. The Mondelez
staff and Rotarians supplied a
variety of ingredients for a threeday soup kitchen that served
tasty homemade soup, peanut
butter sandwiches, chicken and
vegetables. Charity Projects PE
donated ponchos to the children.
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The Friends of Thread donated 40
warm crocheted shawls to the Rotary
Anns of Boksburg Lake (D9400) for
distribution. The group designed
them so that they could be worn
without the edges dangling over the
sides of a chair or wheelchair. The
Boksburg Lake Anns handed out the
shawls during their monthly visit to
the Cosmos Old Aged Home.
Top: Rotary Anns Liz Statt, President
Linda Stokes (back middle) and Dot
Ross with Yvonne van Blerk. Left: A
thrilled Bettie Lerm with her lovely
new shawl.

Foetal Alcohol Syndrome was
under the spotlight when a
Vocational Training Team from
America visited the Boland in the
Western Cape. Right: Together
with members of the Rotary Club
of Paarl (D9350), the team, Drs
Courtney Townsel and Linda
Matonis and social workers
Kim Karanda and Mary Painter,
visited to the NorSA Orphanage in
Wellington.
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When a successful golf day was
done and dusted, all that was left
for the Rotary Club of Klerksdorp
(D9370) to do was hand out prizes
(worth more than R30 000) and
present a few gifts. These included
a bursary to sponsor two autistic
children at Many Dei and vouchers
for shoes for learners from six
schools. Tonie van Wyk, the
principal of Meiringspark Primary
School, received a donation of
shoes for his school and presented
a certificate to President Martin
Joubert that recognised the club’s
contribution to the community.

The Rotary Club of Empangeni (D9370) supported the Thuthukani Special School and sold pancakes
at its carnival to raise funds for the school. At the pancake stand are Magda and Andre de Lange with
Andrew Killick and Peter Haselau.

For Rob Gordon (right), the
Morris Cohen golf day that was
hosted by the Rotary Clubs of
Boksburg and Boksburg Lake
(D9400) ended on a high note.
The fun day was held to raise
funds for community projects
that assist children. President
Derek Fox donated a bottle of
Meerlust 1984 Rubicon wine with
a slightly damaged label. Gordon
realised its value and seized
the opportunity and bought the
bottle.

September 2018 ∙ Rotary Africa | 37

Hundreds of people braved the 14° cold water
and got “freezin’ for a reason” at the third
annual dotsure.co.za Polar Bear Plunge. The
staff of Garden Route businesses challenged
one another to brave the cold for a chance
to win R20 000 for a charity of their choice
and locals offered their support by donating
blankets as the entrance fee. The members of
the Rotary Club of George (D9350) were out
in full force and manned the refreshment tent,
dispensing 500 hot beverages and biscuits to
those brave enough to take the plunge. The
organisers gave 750 blankets to the club for
distribution. These were promptly donated to
the clinic run by the George Child and Family
Welfare. Team Stiles George was selected
by 40 percent of the voters as the team with
the best spirit and they nominated Sports
Academy George as the charity to receive the
R20 000.
The Rotary Club of
Algoa Bay (D9370)
subsidised the
building of two new
classrooms, for
Grade 6 and Grade
7, at Heatherbank
Primary School in
Lorraine. These
classrooms were
officially opened by
the Mayor of Port
Elizabeth, Athol
Trollip. With some
of the children at
the opening are DG
Gianna Doubell and
Director of Special
Projects, Peter Long.
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Mandela Day kept the Rotary Club
of Empangeni (D9370) busy! In the
morning, the club partnered with the
Zululand Observer’s (ZO) Hang Out
With Madiba initiative. The newspaper
erected clothes lines outside its
offices and invited people to bring
a donation of second hand or new
clothing to ‘hang up’. These items
are distributed by the ZO’s charity
arm, Do I Care Enough. After that,
Rotarians Barbara Robarts and
Denise and Wally Brook were joined
by Graham Gray at Mafika Crèche.
The men fixed the swings and
painted, while the women entertained
and fed the children. The children
were given beanies, blankets and
bean bags.
That afternoon the club hosted a tea
dance for the town’s senior citizens.
There was great fun at the Mtunzini Golf
Course as the members of the Rotary
Club of Mtunzini (D9370) celebrated
Mandela Day. The Rotarians invited
the community to join them for some
fun and to add to the washing line
collection of clothing. The highlight
of the day was the arrival of 10-yearold Simpiwe ‘Wonderboy’ Sihlangu
and his grandmother, Anna-Maria
Nkwanyana. For his entire life, people
have had to carry him but now, thanks
to the Rotarians and the community of
Mtunzini, Wonderboy has a wheelchair
and is able to move independently. With
Wonderboy are Anna-Maria Nkwanyana
and Elize Viljoen. Photo: Sarina van
Heerden

To celebrate Mandela Day, the Rotary Club of Queensburgh (D9370) gave Seaview Primary School new
sets of soccer kits for its junior and senior teams.
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Coco Chanel said, “Beauty begins the moment you try to be yourself,” and this inspired the Rotary Anns
of Chatsworth (D9370) as they hosted a 50 Shades of Pink breakfast at the Greyville Race Course. The
attendees arrived in ‘royal attire’ to celebrate Women’s month. Guest speakers included Abigail Nepaul,
a life coach, radio presenter and attorney, and Lynne McMaster, an image consultant. The day ended in
laughter as Kumseela and Koobeshen Naidoo, two of the founding members of Dingalongs Production
Company and popular comedians, hilariously highlighted the joys and woes of relationships and
marriage.

Riana Pretorius presented President Louis Bweupe of the Rotary Club of Pretoria Capital (D9400) with the
banners obtained from Rotary clubs she visited in Canada.

40 | Rotary Africa ∙ September 2018

OUR 2018/19 PRESIDENTS

Teboho Makenete
Bloemfontein Thabure
9370

Yentl Juggernath
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9350

Petrus van Heerden
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9400
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9400
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9370

Rydal Spavins
Durban
9370
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Nigel
9400
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Nigel
9400

Bob Naylor
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9370
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WELCOMED AND HONOURED

Heidi Flanegan is a new
member of the Rotary Club
of Arcadia (D9370).

Joy de Bruin is a new
member of the Rotary Club
of Kenton on Sea (D9370).

Herb Hunter is a new
member of the Rotary Club
of Knysna (D9350).

Angelo Cox is a new
member of the Rotary Club
of Tzaneen (D9400).

Nella Allen is a new
member of the Rotary Club
of Tzaneen (D9400).

Fiona MacDonald was
recognised as a Paul
Harris Fellow by the
Rotary Club of Tzaneen
(D9400).

John Victor Thomas was
recognised as a Paul
Harris Fellow by the
Rotary Club of Cape of
Good Hope (D9350).

George Coon is a new
member of the Rotary Club
of Knysna (D9350).

Jean Smythe was
recognised as a Paul
Harris Fellow by the
Rotary Club of Cape of
Good Hope (D9350).

Debbie Schroeder received
a Community Service
award from the Rotary
Club of Pietermaritzburg
(D9370).
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NEW PRESIDENTS: President Juggie Naidoo
and Ann President Thunga Naidoo of the Rotary
Club of Chatsworth (D9370).

ACCOMMODATION OFFERED
*** B&B ACCOMMODATION in Kimberley.
Staying over in Kimberley? The Nook B&B
*** Semi-Self Catering B&B offers excellent
accommodation and rates. All rooms luxury ensuite with private entrance and secure parking.
Close to CBD and places of interest. For more
info contact Rtn Rob Gibson at 072 116 8390
Web: www.thenookbnb.co.za
‘ABOVE THE WAVES’ IN SIMON’S
TOWN! A self-catering, one-bedroom flat
for 2 with sunroom and magnificent view of
False Bay. A stone’s throw from the beach,
close to Cape Point and the penguin colony
in the picturesque, historical Simon’s Town.
Off street parking, free WiFi. Flat R750p/n.
Contact 021 786 3331 or peteandme@
mweb.co.za
KIMBERLEY’S GUM TREE Lodge offers budget
accommodation (200 Beds) from R180 pp in
backpackers to R500 double en-suite. Meals in
adjacent Gumtree Lodge Restaurant (Licensed).
Your host Debbie. Tel: 053 832 8577, Cell 083 352
3822, Fax: 053 831 5409, E-mail: gumtreelodge@
telkomsa.net Website: www.gumtreelodge.com
MISCELLANEOUS
CONSTANTIABERG FUNERAL HOME: Sensitive,
dignified and personal service by Alan Lindhorst
– all hours, anywhere within 200km of Cape
Town. Very reasonable prices & premiums. Cnr
Kenilworth & Rosmead Ave, Kenilworth.
021 671 2400 or 083 653 6536.

SCOTTBURGH

NEWLY
REFURBISHED

122 en-suite rooms.
Overlooking beach. Airport
transfers arranged.
Daily and evening
entertainment.
Special rates for seniors.
Tel: 039 978 3361
Fax: 039 976 0971
Email: info@bluemarlin.co.za
www.bluemarlin.co.za

AMAKHOSI CONTAINER SALES
STORAGE : REFRIGERATED : CONVERSIONS
BEST PRICES AND QUALITY : 3m, 6m, 12m
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DENNIS WESLEY:

083 733 6208

dennisw@acsales.co.za

HELP KIDS IN NEED SUCCEED!

DONATE a Sc
hool Bag TO
DAY
and help a ch
ild in need.

O N LY

R100

Join East Ran
d Stereo &
to support eduRotary Boksburg
cation.

“A School Bag For All” Campaign aims to provide
underprivileged school children the necessary
School Kit to enhance their dignity
and encourage confidence.
Contact Derek Fox on 082 886 0651
derek@succeedbrokers.com
Noel Wauchope on 082 486 7330
noshawzz@global.co.za

Club of Boksburg
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