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ON MY MIND Sarah van Heerden, editor

“...hopelessness can create an atmosphere where fixable problems 
become unfixable ones. We must work to resist this erosion in our belief 

in the potential of our own behaviour and actions to change things.”
― Carol Brunson Day

I am furious. 
How can people justify the 

hunting and murder of foreigners? 
And don’t even think of labelling 

me as melodramatic, because once you strip the fluff 
away from the descriptions of the xenophobic violence 
that is what you are left with. People are hunting, hurting 
and killing foreigners in South Africa. How dare they! 
I don’t care what the reasons are; there is simply no 
justification. 

I have been saying this for years, but society, in 
general, has not addressed the poison of gender and 
racial discrimination - in fact, all types of discrimination! 
What was done, was not enough. Essentially, we said, 
“Ok it is there and we won’t do it anymore; it is bad.” We 
slapped a metaphorical plaster over the abscess, let it 
fester out of sight and returned to business as usual. 
We allowed diversity but refused to be inclusive. Now, 
and this is a global issue, we have reached the point 
where the yucky stuff is seeping out from under the 
plaster and we now have to acknowledge the problem 
and address it. 

No one should be treated differently because their 
body is differently shaped, coloured or abled. We need 
to acknowledge that there is unconscious (and active) 
bias and be aware of it in our behaviour. We need to 
make sure that we do more than pay lip service to 
diversity - we need to include everyone before we can 
claim we are inclusive.

The bias against women, children, the disabled and 
elderly can play a role in the high levels of violence 
directed towards these demographics - after all, 
perpetrators think they are just women, kids, disabled 
or old. Bias is often passive-aggressive - if a woman 
or minority asks for something to be actioned quickly, 
the biased people take their time. Someone suggests 
an idea, it is brushed off, but when a person, who is 
considered ‘acceptable’, suggests the same idea it is 

suddenly, “hey ho, off we go!” 
It is this sort of behaviour that makes for unpleasant 

and destructive environments. The problem is that we 
don’t always point it out. More recently, as people have 
stood up and shared their experiences, the world has 
taken note - so has Rotary!
I am hopeful.

The Rotarian Code of Conduct was changed in 
January with the addition of a fifth point.

 “As a Rotarian, I will...
5) Help maintain a harassment-free environment 

in Rotary meetings, events and activities, report any 
suspected harassment and help ensure non-retaliation 
to those individuals that report harassment.”

We continue to be morally bound to treat people fairly 
and ensure our environments are free of harassment - 
even if the victim of said harassment is not present.

We need to do more to ensure a peaceful and 
productive environment. We need to make sure that the 
Object of Rotary is followed and if it is not, we need the 
courage to act. To report. To rectify.

We need to ensure that as Rotarians we don’t wax 
lyrical about The Four-Way Test - we need to live by it. 
We lead by example and to lead we need to live the 
example we wish to set.
I am inspired.

Another way we can make our environments more 
peaceful and prosperous is through peace projects and 
supporting the Rotary Peace Fellowship programme. 

Each year 100 people are selected to study at a 
Rotary Peace Centre and the exciting news is that on 
25 April 2021, Africa’s own Rotary Peace Centre will be 
launched at the centennial celebration in Johannesburg.

And that is yet another reason to return to a state of 
hopeful optimism. Collectively, we have the power and 
motivation to make the world a better place. This is why 
we are Rotarians.
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Dear Fellow Rotarians and members of the family of Rotary,

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

President’s message

MARK DANIEL MALONEY
President, Rotary International

Rotary’s long-term, sustained battle against polio has defined our organisation for decades. We 
have a right to be proud of all that we have accomplished through the years.

Our progress is real and noteworthy. In 1988, polio was endemic in 125 countries and there were 
more than 350 000 new cases a year worldwide. Since then, Rotary and our Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative partners have reduced the incidence of polio by more than 99.9 percent, vaccinated more than 2.5 
billion children against the virus and prevented 18 million cases of paralysis. Over the years, Rotary has 
helped country after country move into the polio-free column. This includes India, which some considered 
impossible not long ago. Of the three types of poliovirus, type 2 has been eradicated and type 3 could soon 
be certified as eradicated. Nigeria has not reported 
a case of wild poliovirus in nearly three years. If 
this trend holds, we will be down to just one type 
of wild poliovirus in only one section of the world, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

There are major challenges in that region. But it 
is crucial that we remain optimistic. Look at all that 
we have accomplished so far. This is no time to get 
discouraged or to think that the task is impossible. 
We will end polio forever, but only if we remain 
steadfast and vigilant. World Polio Day is a time for 
Rotarians from all over the globe to come together, 
recognise the progress we have made in our fight 
against polio and plan the action we must take to 
end polio forever. The keyword is action, because 
we still have important work to do. 

This year, we want to see as many Rotary clubs 
as possible holding World Polio Day events around 
the world. Need some ideas? How about organising 
a viewing party for friends and club members to 
watch Rotary’s Online Global Update? You could 
also dedicate a club meeting to World Polio Day or 
create a fundraising event. Remember, every dollar 
raised is matched 2-to-1 by the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation.

Once you have created an event, register it at 
endpolio.org/register-your-event. Then promote 
it using the World Polio Day toolkit, available at 
endpolio.org/world-polio-day. 

Mark your calendar to tune in to Rotary’s World 
Polio Day Online Global Update on 24 October. 
This year we will stream our programme on 
Facebook in multiple time zones around the world. 
Visit the Rotary International Facebook page 
to RSVP to your region’s programme. And do not 
forget to follow the event on social media and share 
it with your network.

When we reach our goal, polio will become only 
the second human disease eradicated on the planet 
and Rotary will receive international acclaim. But 
what matters most is the children who will never 
again have to face this terrible, disabling virus. 
Rotary must continue to connect the world in the 
effort towards polio eradication. It is up to us. Let us 
finish the job.

Mark and Gay Maloney along with RI director of 
PolioPlus Carol Pandak during Rotary’s record-
breaking Sydney Harbour Bridge climb. The climb 
raised money for polio eradication and broke two world 
records (at the time): the most flags flown on a bridge 
(278 flags) and the largest number of climbers on the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge at one time (340 people).
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The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the 
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, 
in particular, to encourage and foster:

First. The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;

Second. High ethical standards in business and 
professions; the recognition of the worthiness of 
all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each 
Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society;

Third. The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

Fourth. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world 
fellowship of business and professional persons 
united in the ideal of service.

Of the things we think, say or do:

1) Is it the TRUTH?

2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS?

4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

The Object of Rotary

The Four-Way Test

service above self

Learn more about Rotary at: www.rotary.org

ROTARY
Members: 

1 205 049
Clubs:  

35 927

ROTARACT
Members:  
 157 520

Clubs:  
9520

INTERACT
Members:  
567 387

Clubs:  
24 669

RCCs
Corps:  

10 615

• Increase
• Decrease

ROTARY 
AT A 

GLANCE
As at 15 August 2019 

A message from  
The Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair

Gary CK Huang
Ni hao, Rotarians!

Friends, World Polio Day is this month and we 
are facing a major challenge. The news out of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan tells us that we have 
more work to do. It tells us that polio will not die out 
quickly or easily.   

Most of all, it tells us that we are needed now more 
than ever. Success will require us to remain steady and 
show that there is no time limit to our commitment. We 
are in this to the end and we will conquer this terrible 
disease. We will give life back to children and families 
and restore hope to communities.

We are fortunate to have great friends in the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative - including the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, which continues to match every 
donation 2-to-1. We have already eradicated wild 
poliovirus type 2 and type 3 could soon be wiped out. 
India is polio-free. All of Africa may soon be certified 
polio-free. 

The most important factor in ending polio forever 
is you. The people of Afghanistan and Pakistan have 
faced so much hardship in recent years. Polio is just one 

more challenge. To them, it could all feel overwhelming. 
But not to Rotarians. We do not feel overwhelmed. 
We feel challenged and as people of action, we rise to 
challenges.

In the words of Confucius: “If one is virtuous, one will 
not be left to stand alone. It is certain that associates 
of like mind will come and join with one.” In Rotary, 
we understand these words very well. When we say 
“Service Above Self,” we take a stand for this virtue. We 
know that our like-minded brothers and sisters around 
the world will join us. We have been drawn together by 
our need to do good in the world.

We can rid the world of a disease forever. And 
you will be the ones to do it, through your continued 
commitment and generosity.

Be a part of history! Help us overcome the final 
hardship, the final challenge. Make your donation at 
endpolio.org/donate.
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6 TO 10 JUNE 2020, HONOLULU, HAWAII

A FEW EXTRA 
DAYS IN PARADISE
When you make your plans to attend the Rotary 
International Convention in Honolulu, from 6 to 10 
June 2020, consider adding a few days to your trip 
to venture beyond Oahu and take in the splendours 
of its neighbouring islands.

On Kauai, nature lovers will fall in love with Nāpali 
Coast State Park (pictured). Pali means cliff and you 
will find some thrilling ones, dotted with waterfalls, in 
the valleys along the coast. You might recognise this 
coastline from Jurassic Park; parts of the film series 
were shot here.

On Maui, you can drive the Hana Highway, an 
almost 103-kilometre route that hugs the north coast 
from Kahului through the tiny town of Hāna and on to 
Kipahulu. The road has over 600 hairpin curves and 46 

one-lane bridges. If you want to focus all your attention 
on the landscape, you can take a tour bus and let 
someone else worry about the driving. 

And on the Big Island, you can see nature’s raw 
power in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. Visit nps.
gov/havo for updates on the volcanoes in the park. 
While you are on the Big Island, visit the coffee-growing 
Kona region to see the careful cultivation behind your 
morning cup of joe. Many coffee farms offer tours and 
it is worth taking more than one to get a fuller picture. 
— Hank Sartin

Don’t miss the 2020 Rotary Convention in Honolulu. 
Register at riconvention.org by 15 December to save.
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Public Image

By Lee-Ann Shearing, Regional Public Image Coordinator
SOCIAL MEDIA HELP

DATES TO

DIARISE

PUBLIC IMAGE 

&  ROTARY

AWARENESS

OPPORTUNITIES

7-13 Oct - Rotary Alumni 
Reconnect Week

24 Oct - World Polio Day* 
9 Nov - Rotary UN Day

 *find resources in Brand Centre at rotary.org

While researching membership trends, I discovered 
that most of our members in southern Africa are 
between the ages of 50 and 70. This means that 
the majority of us were born before this fourth 
industrial revolution really exploded. Of course, 
I am speaking of technology and the exponential 
leap forward where we can literally access anything 
at any time just using our mobile phones.

For us to remain relevant and attract younger 
members, which is critical if we want our organisation 
to survive, we must use social media platforms to tell 
our Rotary stories - but, we need to be smart about it!  
Here are some ideas to get you on the road to effective 
Facebook/social media use – but remember, we must 
be consistent with our messages and utilise the Rotary 
Brand Centre for any brand logos.

We’re told to keep our Facebook posts short and 
sweet. Well, this is not always true.  A public radio station 
studied over 3 000 of their Facebook link posts and 
found that shorter posts (those under 120 characters) 
had higher click-through rates than longer posts (those 
above 280 characters). But, that’s not the full picture!

Longer posts had more “other clicks” such as clicks 
to “see more”, which appears on long Facebook posts. 
This could mean that people got everything they wanted 
from the post itself without having to click on a link. 
That’s great if you are telling a story rather than trying to 
drive traffic to another site. Posts on a Facebook page 
that are long require people to click on the “See More” 
button to read the full posts and whilst it feels like a 
hassle to read such, they actually receive incredible 
engagement. I believe it is because they tell beautiful, 
captivating stories. So tell the full story.

Creating a Facebook photo album is another great 
way to share a story with your followers. This tends to 

be perfect for events where you would have taken many 
photos to share. Here’s a bonus: Facebook re-shares 
the whole album on the newsfeed whenever you add 
new photos to it. This allows you to share the album 
with potentially more people.

Whenever you organise an event, invite your 
colleagues and the event attendees to snap as many 
photos as they like and send them to you. Create 
a Facebook photo album with the best 10, 20 or 30 
photos.

Sometimes, even a collection of photos might not be 
enough to tell the story you have in mind. Perhaps you 
can consider videos if you have the resources and time. 
As Facebook videos can be up to 120 minutes long, 
they are great for longer stories. Furthermore, Facebook 
is tweaking its newsfeed algorithm to prioritise longer 
videos that engage viewers.

Collect video testimonies from your stakeholders, 
members and beneficiaries and compile them into a 
video montage to share on Facebook.

Being authentic is a key aspect of storytelling and 
there’s no other way to be more “real” than going live 
to engage with your audience. It is also a great way 
to reach your fans since Facebook ranks live videos 
higher in the newsfeed when they are live than after 
they end.

It can be scary to go onto a Facebook live without 
preparation. Try creating a storyline using the three-
act structure for the live video. This can be a live video 
where you share tips, a behind-the-scene video or a 
question-and-answer session.

With World Polio Day around the corner, you have 
the perfect excuse to practise some of the techniques 
highlighted above. Take action, tell your stories and 
connect the world!
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By Patrick Coleman - Rotary Club of Luanshya (D9210)
Rotary Governors’ Council of Southern Africa Secretary: 2019-21

 

VOCATIONAL SERVICE
the classification principle

Connecting through

A story is told of a reporter who was interviewing 
an 80-year-old lady because she had just got 
married for the fourth time. The interviewer asked 
her questions about her life, about what it felt like 
to be marrying again at 80 and then about her new 
husband’s occupation. “He’s a funeral director,” 
she answered.

“Interesting,” the newsman thought. He then asked 
her if she wouldn’t mind telling him a little about her first 
three husbands and what they did for a living.

She paused for a few moments, needing time to 
reflect on all those years. After a short time, a smile 
came to her face and she answered proudly, explaining 
that she had first married a banker when she was in 
her 20’s, then a circus ringmaster when in her 40’s, a 
preacher when in her 60’s and now in her 80’s, a funeral 
director. The interviewer looked at her, quite astonished, 
and asked why she had married four men with such 
diverse careers. (Wait for it…)

She smiled and explained: “I married One for the 
money, Two for the show, Three to get ready and Four 
to go!”

I don’t know if she was a Rotarian, but that clever 
woman knew the value of “Vocational Service!”

The first four Rotarians had a variety of vocations: 
Paul Harris - lawyer; Gustavus Loehr - mining engineer; 
Silvester Schiele - coal dealer; Hiram Shorey - 
merchant tailor; Harry Ruggles – who was known as 
the “fifth Rotarian” because he missed that first meeting 
but was present for the second meeting – owned a 
printing company. He actually printed the first issue of 
The National Rotarian and the first Rotary songbook.

I was asked if the other Rotarians were actually 
clients of Paul Harris and did he gather them together 
to increase his business. Perhaps, but even more 
importantly was the fact that they were very likely clients 
of each other. The primary source of heat in 1905 was 
coal and they may have purchased their coal from 
Silvester. Businessmen of that day all wore suits and 
Hiram may have been their personal supplier of fine 
garments. Harry probably did all of their printing jobs. 
I am not sure how they were connected to a mining 
engineer, but Gus was obviously part of their circle of 
friends.

They were, in fact, all members of different “vocational 
classifications.” Rotary membership is based upon a 
“classification” describing the distinct and recognised 

business or professional service that the Rotarian 
renders to society. The “classification principle” is 
sometimes difficult to understand – especially to newer 
Rotarians, but even to those who have been Rotarians 
for several years. The purpose is to assure that each 
Rotary club represents a cross-section of the business 
and professional service of the community.

The wording of the policy is very specific: The 
classification of a Rotarian is based on the “principal or 
recognised business or professional activity of the firm, 
company or institution” with which an active member is 
connected or “that which covers the active member’s 
principal and recognised business or professional 
activity.”

Classifications are determined by activities or 
services to society rather than by the position held by a 
particular individual. A school principal is not classified 
as a school principal but under education. Classifications 
may also be specified as distinct and independent 
divisions of a large company, organisation or university 
(such as a school of medicine or a school of education). 
In my own club we have three teachers: Education – 
Religious; Education – Special and Education – Deaf.

So, with all this explanation about classifications, 
what does it have to do with the average Rotary club 
or Rotarian? Like that first gathering of Rotarians in 
1905, the best group of Rotarians is one that includes 
many parts of the community. When it comes to club 
membership growth (RI President Mark Maloney’s 
emphasis for this Rotary Year), we need to “Connect” 
with people in our communities that represent various 
vocational classifications. 

We tend to talk to our friends, but do we reach out 
to people with whom we have limited contact and invite 
them to our Rotary meeting? We see our dentist twice 
a year… Is your dentist a Rotarian? Remember the 
story above? Consider whether there a funeral director 
in your club! I have a list of classifications that I will be 
happy to post on Facebook that can be expanded by 
individual clubs to meet their needs.

Suggestion: Take the classification list and look 
through it. Instead of looking for your friends in various 
classifications, look for classifications that are not 
represented in your club. Then, go and “Connect” with 
members of your community in those classifications.

Make new friends! Invite new Rotarians!
Connect YOUR Rotary World!
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IN DETAIL

From the United Nations’ earliest days in the 
aftermath of World War II, the organisation’s 
humanitarian mission has always dovetailed with 
Rotary’s efforts to administer aid and build peace.

The establishment of the United Nations was a long 
and complex process in which a number of Rotarians 
played a role. In 1945, 49 of the 800 delegates, 
advisors and consultants at the United Nations Charter 
Conference were also active Rotarians.

The role of Rotary clubs in promoting understanding 
among nations, providing a platform for dialogue 
and creating positive change in communities around 
the world provided valuable support for the newly 
established United Nations.

In April 1945, Nelson Rockefeller, the US Assistant 
Secretary of State, was the keynote speaker at the 
annual Pan-American Day luncheon of the Rotary Club 
of New York. His speech to the more than 500 Rotarians 
who attended the luncheon was broadcast by radio to 
the western hemisphere. Rockefeller stated that “No  
nation, large or small can solve all its problems alone. 
Yet united, we face the possibility of great productivity, 
prosperity and peace if we work together. That is the 
purpose of civilisation.” 

The Rockefeller family played an instrumental role 
in providing the new organisation with its headquarters 
in New York. In March 1946, the UN Security Council 
opened its first session at the interim location at Hunter 
College’s Gymnasium in the Bronx. A few weeks later, 
Secretary-General Trygve Lie selected the New York 
City building from the 1938 World’s Fair site at Flushing 
Meadows as the temporary meeting hall of the General 
Assembly, the Secretariat and the Security Council. 
New York Officials hoped that this location would 
be considered for the permanent site of the UN and 
Robert Moses, a member of the Rotary Club of New 
York, was authorised to spend $1.2 million improving it. 
Moses also made 1 612 apartments in Parkway Village 
in Queens and Peter Cooper Village available for the 
delegates at an average cost of $25 per room.

Of the sites proposed to house the United Nations 
headquarters, only one, the Belmoth-Roxborough 

site in Philadelphia, was considered to be suitable. 
However, at midnight on Friday 6 December 1946, 
not long before the site was to be voted on, Secretary-
General Lie, Robert Moses and Mayor O’Dwyer 
called Nelson Rockefeller to arrange for his father to 
finance the purchase of Turtle Bay, a six-block area 
of slaughterhouses and run-down buildings on the 
east side of Manhattan. They thought it was “worth 
a try” since the family had donated the library to the 
League of Nations and was very supportive of the new 
organisation. On 26 March 1947, John D Rockefeller III 
presented Secretary-General Lie with the $8.5 million 
gift to finance the purchase of the Turtle Bay area.

Today, Rotary holds the highest consultative status 
possible with the United Nations as a non-governmental 
organisation and the two organisations have developed 
a strong and productive partnership. In 1985, Rotary 
launched PolioPlus, the first initiative to tackle global 
polio eradication through the mass vaccination of 
children. The Global Polio Eradication Initiative, formed 
in 1988, is a public-private partnership that includes 
the World Health Organisation and UNICEF, along with 
other key agencies.

Rotary also holds the highest non-governmental 
consultative status with the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council, which oversees many of the UN’s 
specialised agencies, and has maintained ties with 
the United Nations and other organisations through its 
network of 31 representatives in 15 capital cities around 
the world. 

Rotary representatives, including two youth 
representatives, serve as unofficial ambassadors, 
meeting with colleagues to share information and 
opportunities for collaboration. 

Rotary’s representative network is active at the 
UN offices in New York, Geneva and Vienna and at 
the Economic Commissions for Africa, Asia, Western 
Asia, Europe and Latin America. Rotary also has 
representatives at UNESCO, UN-HABITAT, the UN 
Environmental Programme, the Food and Agricultural 
Organisation, World Food Programme, UNICEF, World 
Health Organisation and World Bank.

ROTARY & THE UNITED NATIONS
On 9 November, we will celebrate Rotary Day at the United Nations. What you 

may not know is that 49 of the 800 delegates who helped form the United Nations 
were active Rotarians. Over the years, our ties with the UN have strengthened 

and Rotary still has representatives at the organisation

• THOMAS J DAVIS. President of Rotary International 
(1941/42).

• LUTHER HODGES. Past president of the Rotary 
Club of New York (1945/46). Luther went on 
to become Commerce Secretary for President 
Kennedy (1960/63) and RI president (1968/67).

• GABRIEL L DENNIS. Secretary of State of Liberia 

was a signatory of the Charter for Liberia.
• JAN SMUTS. Prime Minister of South Africa 1919-

1924 and 1939 -1948.
• CARLOS ROMULO. Signatory of the charter for the 

Philippines.
• JAN MASARYK. Foreign Minister of Czechoslovakia 

from 1940 to 1948.

Some notable Rotarians at the 1945 San Francisco United Nations charter conference were:
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Peace
“We, the people of Africa, especially Southern Africa, 
are at war with ourselves. We need mediators. Even 
if we start off with just 100, we can train them and 
deploy them immediately,” says DGE Annemarie 
Mostert, of District 9400 and the chair of Rotary’s 
Africa Centennial celebration. 

This is no longer pie-in-the-sky thinking, she 
explains, but rather something which will become a 
reality. “As we celebrate 100 years of Rotary in Africa, 
we won’t just be looking at our rich history or what 
we have achieved on the continent. We will 
look forward to create a legacy and our 
legacy will be a Rotary Peace 
Centre in Africa which will help 
grow peace on our continent for 
the next 100 years!”

The launch of a Rotary 
Peace Centre in Africa will be 
the highlight of the centennial 
celebration in 2021 and 
already, a Global Grant account 
that was established for this 
purpose, has been seeded with a 
donation of more than R100 000 
from the Rotary Club of Pietersburg 
100 (D9400). Much more funding as 
well as donations are needed from clubs, 
individuals and corporates to make this a reality. 

According to Dr Dries Velthuizen and Dr Martin 
Rupiya, both members of the Rotary E-Club of Southern 
Africa 9400, the Rotary Peace Centre in Africa will 
develop the skills of selected fellows from different parts 
of the world to address issues of conflict, security and 
development in Africa. It will also engage in enhancing 
international peace in coordination with Rotary peace 
and conflict resolution initiatives, as well as academic, 
civil society and local community partners. “The centre 
will offer three areas of activities - peace, security and 
conflict resolution tuition, dispute resolution services 
and research and publication,” says Velthuizen.

Already the first phase of this phenomenal project 
is underway. This phase began with the signing of a 
partnership agreement between District 9400 and 
African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of 
Disputes (ACCORD) and will end on 30 June 2020. 
By then, other partners will have been engaged and 
secured. Most importantly, the curriculum for the MA 

degree and certificate programmes will have been 
developed. 

Stage two, set to be implemented from June 2020 
to March 2021 involves securing the accreditation of 
the MA degree and certificates, the delivery of dispute 
resolution services and the community engagement 
needed for this project to succeed. Then, as Africa 
gathers to celebrate the centennial of Rotary in Africa, 
the Rotary Peace Centre in Africa will be launched on 

25 April 2021. This third phase will also include 
the monitoring and evaluation of the project’s 

implementation.
As a project partner, ACCORD is 
uniquely placed to contribute to 

the peace centre’s success. In 
September 2005, ACCORD 
became the first African NGO 
in history to address the 
UN Security Council. Since 

1992, the South Africa-based 
civil society organisation has 
worked throughout Africa to bring 
creative African solutions to the 

challenges posed by conflict on 
the continent and continues to play 

an integral role in conflict resolution 
activities across the continent. The model 

ACCORD follows to achieve this is recognised by 
the United Nations.

The Rotary Peace Centre in Africa will form part 
of a peace infrastructure that reaches across society 
while collaborating with African civil society and existing 
government structures. Ideally, this collaborative 
network will work towards increasing peace and security 
in Africa through teaching, research and community 
intervention activities, such as a mediation network.

It will also have a small but dynamic international 
relations component which will be able to take action 
and respond, beyond the typical international diplomatic 
measures, to intervene and reduce conflict in Africa. 

The vision for the centre also includes specialist 
mediation and training facilities, a museum and/or 
garden with a reconciliation theme for public education. 
It will be self-sufficient in the sense that the income 
generated will be ‘ring-fenced’ to expand its operations.

Discussions are also underway to involve 
universities, such as Bradford University (UK), UNISA 

Rotarians have spent a 
100 years helping build 
African communities, 

but our contributions to 
peace in Africa will be 

our greatest legacycentre for Africa
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(Johannesburg campus) and Stellenbosch University, 
as degree conferring institutions.

The centre will nurture national, continental and 
global connections through its involvement in the 
Rotary Peace Centres network and the UN Peace and 
Security Council (through Rotary International) and by 
joining existing international peace partnerships and 
national peace councils. It will also actively participate 

in Rotary Peace and Conflict Resolution programmes, 
as well as other existing programmes aimed at peace 
through organisations such as Mediator Beyond 
Borders International (MBBI)

Dr Denis Mukwege, a world-renowned, human rights 
activist and Nobel Peace laureate and gynaecologist 
from the Eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
will be invited to be the patron of the peace centre.

According to the Global Peace Index of the Institute for Economics and Peace, some countries in Africa 
enjoy a high or medium state of peace. However, most African countries suffer from a low or very low state 
of peace. There is no doubt that Africa needs ‘positive peace’ (the presence of the attitudes, institutions 
and structures that create and sustain peaceful societies) to create the optimum environment for people 
to flourish.

Responding to protracted and endemic conflicts 
stemming from political violence by extremists has 
now been accepted as a phenomenon that requires 
a broad range of tools beyond the traditional military. 
Another cause of conflict and instability is the numerous 
multiparty elections held on the continent. Annually, an 
average of 15 countries with weak and fragile political 
systems, institutions and cultures of peace, hold 
elections. Against this background, one such tool has 
been identified as peace education and sensitisation 
which is then mainstreamed within tertiary institutions 
and universities.

The African continent is host to some of the most 
viciously violent attacks, the impact of this is seen in 
the increasing levels of internally displaced people 
and refugees, with fresh conflicts breaking out in Mali 
and Burkina Faso. Curiously, this is also the continent 

that has also been noted as lagging in its efforts and 
capacity to create and offer sustained peace education, 
as infrastructure and insecurity has simply overwhelmed 
most rural, peri-urban and even urban areas such as we 
have witnessed in the northern district of Cabo Delgado 
in Mozambique.

It is against such flaws and gaps in policy, analysis 
and capacity that suggesting the establishment 
of a Rotary Peace Centre in Africa, which will be 
responsible for research, offering predictive analysis, 
capacity building and policy options, must be urgently 
considered in order to move the continent towards the 
same position as other global regions. 

This matter is important not only for the appropriate 
continental reaction but also for leveraging existing 
expert skills abroad that will then find a platform on 
which to work from.

By Prof. Martin Rupiya, PhD and Rotarian

UNDERSTANDING THE SITUATION

Prof. Martin Rupiya (second from right) of ACCORD and member of the Rotary E-Club of Southern Africa 
D9400 believes the Rotary Peace Centre will help Africa move forward towards positive peace. With him 
are fellow Rotarians Past President Hans Mostert, PDG Shirley Downie, PDG Grant Daly (Rotary Club 
of Pietersburg 100), Prof. Dries Velthuizen, DGE Annemarie Mostert and AG Carolyn Khoury, during a 
breakout session at the District 9400 Conference. The Rotary Peace Centre will be launched at Rotary’s 
Africa Centennial celebration on 25 April 2021.
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The eradication of polio is an achievable goal made 
possible by scientific developments, particularly 
effective vaccines, outstanding private/public 
partnerships and Rotary’s extraordinary vision, 
commitment and financial support.

Polio cases have been reduced by 99.9 percent 
throughout the world since Rotary first supported 
vaccination of children in the Philippines in 1979.  
Rotary has helped immunise more than 2.5 billion 
children in 122 countries and has contributed more than 
$1.8 billion toward eradicating the disease worldwide. 

After extraordinary efforts by countries and the 
key partnership between Rotary, the World Health 
Organisation and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
among others, as well as the many political, social 
and scientific challenges, a landmark will soon be 
reached with Nigeria (and Africa), being declared free 
of wild poliovirus, having not reported any case of wild 
poliovirus for the last three years. 

Nigeria has come a long way from reporting an 
average of two polio cases a day between 2006 and 
2008, a situation that led the World Health Assembly 

to call in a resolution in 2008, urging “Nigeria to reduce 
the risk of international spread of poliovirus by quickly 
stopping the outbreak in northern Nigeria through 
intensified eradication activities that ensure all children 
are vaccinated with oral poliomyelitis vaccine.” The 
last case of wild poliovirus was confirmed in Nigeria in 
2016. Today, wild poliovirus remains endemic only in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Some key events in the pathway include the 
discovery in Vienna in 1908 by Landsteiner and Popper 
that polio is caused by a virus;  the invention of the 
artificial respirator - the iron lung in 1929 for treatment 
of paralytic polio; the development of polio vaccines - 
Dr Jonas Salk (injectable vaccine declared safe and 
effective in 1955) and the licensure of oral vaccine by 
Dr Albert Sabin in 1960.  

In 1972 the concept of mass immunisations was 
shared amongst American Rotarians after the success 
with smallpox vaccinations and in 1979, Rotary 
International began its fight against polio with a multi-
year project to immunise six million children in the 
Philippines. In 1985 Rotary International launched 

THE END IS IN SIGHT
Our polio eradication journey

Rotary took the lead and in 1988, we partnered with the World Health Organisation in 
the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. On 27 September 2019, Africa reached a significant 

milestone - three years with our a reported infection
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PolioPlus, the first and largest internationally coordinated 
private-sector support of a public health initiative, with 
an initial fundraising target of US$120 million. In 1988,  
Rotary International and the World Health Organisation 
launched the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. There 
were an estimated 350 000 cases of polio in 125 
countries or 1 000 cases every day.

Polio is an infectious disease that is caused and 
transmitted by the poliovirus. There were three wild 
poliovirus strains, with strain/serotype 2 already 
successfully eradicated. One of the severe symptoms 
of polio is paralysis. Permanent paralysis, fortunately, 
occurs in only 0.5 percent of infections. Some infections 
lead to meningitis. Most infections (72 percent) 
fortunately do not lead to any symptoms or complications 
but these people may serve as a source of infection to 
others who are not protected by the vaccine. 

The poliovirus is found only among humans and is 
transmitted via the so-called faecal-oral route. In other 
words, polio is mostly transmitted by drinking water 
that has been contaminated by the faeces of a person 
carrying the poliovirus. The virus, therefore, spreads 
especially well in conditions of poor sanitation, for 
example when people defecate in the open or do not 
filter their water before drinking it.

The fact that the virus can only survive in humans 
(and no other animals) together with very effective 
vaccines, makes it possible to completely eradicate the 
disease from the world. Smallpox is the only human 
disease that has been successfully eradicated from the 
world, again due largely to the availability of a highly 
effective vaccine and no animal reservoir. A number of 
doses of vaccine are administered over several years 
and vaccinations are administered as part of routine 
childhood vaccination programmes supplemented by 
special additional programmes to ‘ensure every child 
is reached’. Many children live in areas of conflict 
where public health programmes have been destroyed 
and many live in remote areas. This has required that 
vaccines are administered often under very difficult 
conditions requiring innovative delivery systems and 
sometimes dangerous circumstances with healthcare 
workers targeted and tragically losing their lives.

The benefits of eradicating polio are dramatic. 
Since 1988, 16 million cases of paralytic polio have 
been averted thanks to the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative’s (GPEI) vaccination campaigns.  Moreover, 
the initiative has declared its goal of switching to the 
inactivated poliovirus vaccine (IPV), an updated version 
of the Salk vaccine, which is administered by injection 
and does not bear the risk of vaccine-derived polio 
strains. In 2013, the GPEI implemented “The Polio 
Eradication and Endgame Strategic Plan 2013-2018”, 
costing an additional $5.5 billion in addition to the 
already $9 billion spent by the organisation since its 
implementation in 1988. The initiative hopes especially 
to finance the last challenging stretch of vaccination 
campaigns in the countries where polio is still endemic 
today (Afghanistan and  Pakistan), keep the remaining 
countries polio-free and closely monitor occurrence for 
at least three years after the last reported case. Even 
though the additional financial needs are high, the long-

term costs of controlling rather than eradicating polio 
would be substantially higher.  

Furthermore, failure to eradicate polio would be a 
setback to general vaccine confidence and advocacy 
to set eradication targets for other diseases. Once 
the virus has been eradicated, the world can stop the 
production and administration of the polio vaccine as 
well as the extensive surveillance of paralytic diseases 
suspected to be polio. The ‘last mile’ is often the most 
difficult and costly.

Cases due to wild poliovirus have decreased by 
over 99 percent since 1988, from an estimated 350 000 
cases then, to 33 reported cases in 2018. Environmental 
surveillance, however, shows additional detections 
indicating that circulation is wider than the numbers 
detected through surveillance of paralysed children 
alone. As long as a single country remains infected, 
children in all countries are at risk of contracting polio.

World Polio Day is celebrated annually on 24 
October. A 25 minute documentary of South African 
polio survivors is available at http://www.nicd.ac.za/
diseases-a-z-index/poliomyelitis/
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Many people in countries which eradicated polio some time ago, have forgotten 
how awful the disease was. This month, as we look back at polio through the 
ages and ask ourselves, “Do I want this for the children in my family and my 

community?” My answer is “Never!” What’s yours?

THE REALITY OF INFECTION
Polio in pictures

Hospital respiratory ward for polio victims in Los Angeles, 1952. Source: Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention. If polio eradication fails, experts believe that the 
outbreaks would be worse than those in the 1950s. Right and below: They may have 
survived, but these people have to live with the disfigurement caused by the polio 
virus.
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Nigeria’s success in marking three-years without 
a case of wild polio is in no small part due to the 
incredible efforts of Rotarians. 

Your perseverance to ensure children everywhere 
are reached with polio vaccine – whether it’s delivering 
them by car, canoe or on foot in some of the hardest 
to reach places – has helped position the WHO AFRO 
region to where it could be certified wild polio-free next 
year. This milestone is something we could only dream 
of a few years ago.

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is immensely 
proud to stand alongside Rotary in the push to 
eradicate polio. We continue to be inspired by how 
your generosity and hard work ensures that millions of 

children worldwide are protected from this disease.
As we move closer to a wild polio-free Africa, it’s vital 

that together with all GPEI partners – Rotary, WHO, 
UNICEF, CDC and now Gavi (the vaccine alliance) – we 
redouble our efforts to protect the gains made against 
polio and work with governments to ensure all children 
are reached with the polio vaccine. The foundation’s 
two-to-one funding match with Rotary is a huge part of 
this, as – with thanks to the efforts and commitment of 
over one million Rotarians worldwide – this raises $150 
million a year to support eradication.

 With your commitment and dedication, we are 
confident that we will cross the finish line and finally 
make polio a disease of the past.

By Dr Jay Wenger, Director of the Polio Team, Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation

POLIO MILESTONE IS 
A DREAM REALISED

A message of congratulations

Bill Gates during a visit to national immunisation days. Thanks to the five core partners (Rotary 
International, World Health Organisation, the US Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, United 
Nations Children’s Fund and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation) and 20 million volunteers, more than 
2.5 billion children have been vaccinated. Since the world took up the cause of eradicating polio globally 
with the formation of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative in 1988, polio has been eliminated polio from 
125 countries, polio infections have decreased by 99 percent and certain strains of the virus have been 
successfully eradicated.
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There is excitement in the air as we inch gradually 
towards Nigeria and by extension, Africa, not 
reporting any case of wild poliovirus for three years.

Those unfamiliar with our programme may ask what 
is magical about this three-year without polio timeline. 
Well, based on our experience in the last three decades, 
it’s the estimated duration within which the virus would 
emerge if it were present in an environment.

Of course, this presupposes that a robust 
surveillance system is in place. Getting to three years 
without a case is no mean feat and we have good 
cause to pat ourselves on the back, prepare to be in a 
celebratory mood and to even celebrate. The journey 
has been long, arduous and often times frustrating. 
There is no doubt whatsoever that nothing can be as 
satisfying as preventing an innocent child from being 
crippled for life. But we do not want to celebrate in such 
a way as to give the impression that the job is done with 
the attendant risk of consequent complacency from all 
stakeholders including Rotarians.

So how should we manage this urge to celebrate 
now in a big way? I believe the key to this is to recognise 
that in our journey to a world without polio, we have 
three milestones worthy of celebration ahead of us.  
The first milestone is the three years without wild polio. 
There is a belief out there that this milestone comes up 
on the 21st of August. Actually this is erroneous. This 
milestone actually comes up on the 27th of September. 
So please note this correction and share it widely to pre-
empt the media spreading the wrong information. 

This milestone is a major achievement because it 
means all our hard work has paid off. It also means that 
the strategies we have adopted in getting this far are 
working to keep the wild poliovirus at bay. However, 
we still have a very significant challenge which is 
the low routine immunisation coverage across most 
parts of Nigeria and several countries in Africa. The 
consequence of this is the recent outbreaks of vaccine-
derived poliovirus either causing paralysis in a child or 
turning up in environmental samples. This is a significant 
challenge that needs to be addressed before any overt 
celebration. This is because overt celebration will send 
the wrong signal that it is time to relax when there is still 
a lot of work to be done to reach the safe zone. 

The second milestone is the declaration by the 
African certification committee that Nigeria is polio-free 
and Africa certified a polio-free continent. Certification 
is for regions and not countries. This is not likely to 
happen before mid-2020 because there is a lot of work 
to be done. We have to put a lid as much as possible on 

the incidence of vaccine-derived polio, the certification 
committee will comb the nook and cranny of this country 
to ensure the surveillance system is robust, proper 
documentation is in place and the routine immunisation 
infrastructure is receiving due attention. 

When we scale this hurdle and get a certification, 
then we can roll out the drums and have an ear-
shattering celebration. Until then we should just smile at 
our achievements and not roar with laughter. 

The third milestone is world certification when the 
last country to remain endemic is certified polio-free. 
This is when we and our partners across the world 
can heave a sigh of relief and roll out the drums in 
celebration of the fulfilment of the promise we made to 
the children of the world more than three decades ago. 

Until this milestone is reached, we have to continue 
sleeping with one eye open because the poliovirus has 
many tricks up its sleeves. 

I salute Rotarians and our GPEI partners for their 
tenacity and remaining resolute to ensure that polio 
becomes history in the not too distant future. So as we 
approach this important milestone we must refrain from 
doing anything, saying and sharing any information 
either amongst ourselves or with any form of media 
without fact-checking with me or any of the following: 
your district governor; your district polio chair; the 
Regional Rotary Public Image Coordinators or our End 
Polio Now Zone Coordinators. Please do not grant any 
unscheduled press interviews, but if you must schedule 
an interview, please seek guidance from any of the 
above Rotary leaders or refer the press to them. 

It is difficult to get to the Zero case of Polio but it’s 
even more difficult remaining at the zero. It is paramount 
that we ensure all doors are locked to the re-entry of the 
virus into our countries. We can achieve this through 
our advocacy efforts, by creating awareness of the 
need to continue immunising children particularly with 
routine immunisation and ensuring we raise funds to 
meet our obligations to the programme. 

It is not celebration time yet but I know with our 
collective resolve we shall soon get to the third 
milestone; OUR FINISH LINE.

THE QUIET 
MILESTONE

By Rotary International Vice-President Yinka Babalola
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At the PolioPlus breakfast held at the Hamburg 
Convention in July, Brenda Cressey, chair of The 
Rotary Foundation trustees recognised a very 
special, all-African initiative.

“It’s a fitting time to remember the Kick Polio Out 
of Africa campaign that started with Nelson Mandela 
and on which PDG June Webber from South Africa, 
conceived a brilliant public relations campaign to 
coincide with the FIFA World Cup Soccer Tournament 
which was held in South Africa in 2010. 

“June’s idea was for Rotary, through clubs and 
districts, to launch a four-month pan-African public 
awareness campaign to build support for the final push 
to Kick Polio out of the continent. 

“The campaign focused on mobilising parents to 
help with massive polio vaccination campaigns in the 
Spring of 2010, which targeted over 100 million African 
children, mostly under five years. 

“At the heart of the campaign was a football 
(representing the poliovirus) which travelled to 23 
countries in Africa affected by or at risk for polio to raise 
awareness. Distinguished African personalities who 
were happy to identify themselves with the initiative, 
signed the ball at numerous awareness-raising events. 

“The ball was “kicked out” of Cape Town on 23 
February 2010 and finally “kicked out” of Alexandria, 
Egypt and the African continent, where it landed at the 
Rotary convention in June 2010.

“The campaign was incredibly well-organised 
and the outcomes included widespread publicity and 

The award presented to PDG June Webber 
for championing the polio eradication public 
awareness campaign.

PDG Geeta Manek (D9200), the Kick Polio Out of 
Africa coordinator in Kenya, holds the ball while it 
is signed by the President of Kenya, Raila Odinga.

The ball was met by enthusiastic Rotarians in 
each of the countries it travelled to. A parade of 
motorcyclists and cars escorted the ball through 
Douala, Cameroun.

KICKING POLIO 
OUT OF AFRICA
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news coverage, substantial fundraising and critical 
advocacy and support for the polio eradication effort 
by key government officials and traditional leaders in 
polio-affected and high-risk countries. It also included 
a “virtual ball” that could be signed by the public which 
garnered thousands of online signatures. 

“The campaign was also a wonderful example of 
how Rotarians and staff can work together to deliver 
a truly successful initiative. And now, this ball will be 
“kicked out” of Hamburg and land in Evanston where 
it will live with the other historical artefacts from our 
PolioPlus programme.”

With the ball at a Rotary Family Health Days site in Khayelitsha in October 2017 are RRFC Patrick 
Coleman, DGE Casper Kruger, Trustee Chair Paul Netzel, DGN David Holtzhausen and PDG June 
Webber. The ball has now been ‘kicked’ to Rotary headquarters in Evanston.

The ball that was sent on a journey through 23 African countries and was signed by various 
distinguished African personalities.
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FIVE REASONS WHY

1 Poliovirus causes acute, non-persistent infections  
The virus causes acute, short term infections, meaning that a person 
infected with polio can only transmit the virus for a limited amount of time.  
Prolonged infection with wild polioviruses has never been documented and 
in most cases infected people can only transmit the virus for 1 to 2 weeks.

2 Virus is transmitted only by infectious people or their waste
Some diseases can be transmitted in a multitude of ways, which can make 
a disease an impossible candidate for eradication. But the poliovirus is 
typically transmitted just one way: through human waste. Eradicating polio 
is not an easy task, but the way polio is transmitted simplifies our ability to 
tackle the disease.

Survival of virus in the environment is finite
Did you know there’s just one strain of wild poliovirus that continues to 
infect humans? (There used to be three strains of poliovirus that regularly 
infected humans.) The wild poliovirus cannot survive for long periods 
outside of the human body. If the virus cannot find an unvaccinated person 
to infect, it will die out. This is why we have to keep every single child 
vaccinated - so the virus cannot find any humans to infect. The length of 
poliovirus survival varies according to conditions like temperature and the 
poliovirus infectivity decreases over time.

3
People are the only reservoir
Hundreds of diseases can be transmitted between insects, animals and 
humans. One of the things that makes polio eradicable is the fact that 
humans are the only reservoir. No poliovirus has been found to exist and 
spread among animals despite repeated attempts to document this.4
Immunisation with polio vaccine interrupts virus transmission
Not only are there two safe and effective polio vaccines, but vaccination 
against polio generates herd immunity, which increases the percentage of 
the population that is immune to the disease.5
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RotaryFamilyHealthDaysSA @RFHD_ZA

 

Rotary clubs, volunteers, community workers, and organisations are 
needed to work in this wonderful Public/Private Partnership to ensure 
this is the best year ever!

Learn more at www.rfhdsouthafrica.org

Our 7th Annual Rotary 
Family Health Days 
is around the corner!

Be a part of the prevention 
revolution by giving the gift of time.

Contact a RFHD District Leader today:

D9400 - John Anticevich
j.ant@mweb.co.za

D9400  - PDG Grant Daly
dalyg@hillary.co.za

D9350 - PDG Bev Frieslich
bevfrieslich@telkomsa.net

D9350 - PDG Geraldine Nicol
geraldinehnicol@gmail.com

 

D9370 - PDG Greg Cryer
greg@keydev.co.za

D9370  - PDG Hennie de Bruin
de-bruin@planetkzn.co.za

D9370 - PP Clive Hassel
crh@webafrica.org.za

Our goal is to serve and mobilise 60,000 people for health screenings 
and testing. 
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OBJECTIVE: SAVE & IMPROVE LIVES
3.5 billion people lack access to affordable health 

care - that’s 50% of the world’s population
Programme overview
The Rotarians for Family Health and AIDS 
Prevention Inc (RFHA) is a Rotary action group 
which works across Africa and India to provide 
free quality health resources to people who would 
otherwise not receive critical care. 

RFHA is the organising body behind Rotary Family 
Health Days (RFHD) across four regions of the world, 
East Africa, West Africa, Southern Africa and India. 
RFHA aims to serve 500 000 people annually across 
the globe. The core services provided during RFHD are 
unique to each country’s needs. Some require malaria 
nets and others, TB screenings, but all sites have an 
HIV testing component.

East Africa
Country: Uganda
Launched: 2011

In Uganda, there are 1.4 million people living with 
HIV and women are infected at twice the rate of men. 
The nation’s 2015/2016-2019/2020 prevention strategy 
identified three objectives: to increase adoption of safer 
sexual behaviours and reduction in risk behaviours, to 
scale up coverage and use of biomedical HIV prevention 
interventions (such as voluntary medical male 
circumcision and PrEP), delivered as part of integrated 
health care services and to mitigate underlying socio-
cultural, gender and other factors that drive the HIV 
epidemic.
Primary Partners: 

The Rotary Club of Kampala South (D9211), 
Rotary Community Corps (RCC), the Rotaract Clubs 
of Busitema University and Livingston University, 
Reproductive Health Uganda, Mothers Initiative 
Uganda, Agarwal Eye Clinic, FIDA Mbale and PKS 
Found.

West Africa
Countries: Benin, Nigeria, Togo, Cote d’Ivoire and 
Ghana

Nigeria
Launched: 2012

The top three causes of death in Nigeria are malaria 
(20 percent), lower respiratory infections (19 percent) 
and HIV/AIDS (nine percent). Nigeria accounts for 
about 10 percent of the world’s HIV/AIDS burden and 
the programme is to help reduce the infection rate and 
enable everyone to know their status. As people learn 
their general health status, they are encouraged to 
adopt a healthy lifestyle. 

The Nigerian RFHD organisers aim to serve at least 
170 000 people during the annual campaign which is 
implemented in four Rotary districts - D9110, D9125, 
D9141 and D9142.
Primary Partner: MIMI Good Health Initiative.
Additional site partners: US Government Agencies 
(such as PEPFAR, USAID, CDC), Society for Family 
Health, local NGOs and more than 200 Rotary and 
Rotaract clubs.

Cote d’Ivoire
The Rotary Family Health Days in Cote d’Ivoire was 

launched in 2018.

Benin, Togo and Ghana
More than 63 000 people were served during the 

three-day campaign comprising the three countries and 
four Rotary districts. 
Primary partners: First Authority of Health  (Togo), 
Ghana Health Service, Ghana Ministry of Health, 
Health Keepers Network (Ghana), Communicate for 
Health (Ghana), Global Communities (Ghana) and 
Benin Ministry of Health.

India
Launched: 2016

RFHA Inc Director, Shekhar Mehta, launched the 
programme that has served more than 100 000 people 
in the country where 23 percent of the population can 
not afford health care when sick.

Since its inception, Rotary Family Health Days India 
has served more than 100,000 beneficiaries the access 
to health care resources which are in high demand 
in alignment with their country’s goal to increase the 
public/private partnerships in the healthcare sector. 

Southern Africa
Countries: South Africa and Lesotho

South Africa:
Launched: 2012

Every week, 2 500 young women are infected with 
HIV in South Africa.

In 2014 the RFHA SA NPC was formally established 
as a wholly-owned subsidiary of RFHA Inc and in 2018 
was given autonomy to govern the Southern African 
countries. A decision was made to work hand-in-

Advertorial
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hand with the SADC countries (16 
countries/member states) bordering 
South Africa which wanted to host 
the Rotary Family Health Days 
Programme.

There are 105 add-on partners 
in the South African campaign. In 
2017, 36 159 people were served at 
the 95 sites which were managed by 
96 Rotary clubs.
Primary Partner: National 
Department of Health
Other major partners: See logo 
strip at the bottom of the page

Lesotho
The Lesotho Programme is 

being launched in 16-18 October 
2019 in partnership with the Ministry 
of Health in Lesotho and AIDS 
Healthcare Foundation. It is being 
managed by DGE Maud Boikanyo 
and four sites will provide a set 
of core services to the people of 
Lesotho.  The launch will be held on 
15 October and will be attended by 
His Majesty, King Letsie III, a long-
time supporter of Rotary.
Partners: The AIDS Healthcare 
Foundation, RFHA Inc, local Rotary 
clubs, and the media houses - along 
with 250 community members.

It’s not just Rotarians who 
get excited at the prospect of 

helping people, the project 
partners from the government, 

private and NGO sectors 
are strong advocates of the 

programme.
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ROTARIANS AT WORK

Celebrations in the run-up to World Polio 
Day, 24 October, got off to a flying start in 
Nelson Mandela Bay when on 1 September, 
the inaugural half Ironman distance PEople’s 
Triathlon was held to raise funds for End 
Polio Now.

Local sports event organiser, Michael 
Zoetmulder from Zsports Events NPC, a past 
president of the Rotary Club of Port Elizabeth 
Sunrise (D9370), has always wanted to create 
an event with Rotary as the main beneficiary and 
this was finally realised. 

“It’s so exciting to be able to manage an event 
where I have the support of all the local clubs 

Receiving cheque from Michael Zoetmulder of Zsports is Angelique Timm, president of the Rotary Club of 
Port Elizabeth Sunrise (D9370).

The Rotary Club of Port Elizabeth Sunrise started the 
weekend off with a coin collection at traffic lights on 
Friday morning.

THEY RAN, 
CYCLED AND 

SWAM
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and to be able to not only facilitate the 
raising of funds for a Rotary cause, but 
more importantly, to help promote Rotary 
and End Polio Now through branding 
awareness and interaction at the event,” 
said Zoetmulder after the Triathlon.

The inaugural event saw just under 
200 participants taking part and some 150 
volunteers from local Rotary, Interact and 
Rotaract clubs all wearing branded End 
Polio Now shirts. The Rotaract Club of 
Port Elizabeth held an awareness school 
drive in the build-up to the Triathlon. 
The Rotaractors also assisted with the 
Vodacom Rotary Kids Zone and also 
had a coin collection point at the event, 
while the Rotary Club of Port Elizabeth 
Sunrise started the weekend off with a 
coin collection at traffic lights on Friday 
morning.

The PEople’s Triathlon, a locally-
owned fun and affordable event 
comprising a two-kilometre ocean swim, 
90-kilometre cycle and 21-kilometre run 
also featured a shorter distance race 
(one-kilometre swim, 30-kilometre cycle, 
8,4-kilometre run) and is set to become 
an annual event for Rotary in Nelson 
Mandela Bay.

This year, the event and all related 
activities raised more than R26 000 for 
End Polio Now, with the donation being 
made to the Rotary Foundation on behalf 
of the participating Rotary clubs. Once 
the match from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation is added, the event will have 
raised more than R75 000.
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Chartered in 2017, Rotary Club of Midrand NexGen 
(D9400) is an exciting young club of enthusiastic 
younger Rotarians looking to make a difference in 
the Midrand community and create lasting change. 

Members of Midrand NexGen (NextGenners) 
collaborated with the Mall of Africa over the festive 
season last year to raise funds for local causes in need. 
One of the causes identified was the Sihlangene ECD 
Forum which assists and supports 300 Early Childhood 
Development (ECD) centres, educating more than 1000 
children, in Tembisa. When approached regarding its 
wish list, the Sihlangene ECD Forum mentioned the 
need to enable imaginative play… and so, the idea for 
the Imagination Stations was born!

Over the course of May to July, the NexGenners built 
four kitchen and two workbench Imagination Stations 
from recycled wooden pallets and plan to build more. 
They also collected tea sets, kitchen utensils, baking 
goods and tools for the Imagination Stations. Building, 
painting and decorating the stations was great fun and 
on Mandela Day, the club presented the Imagination 
Stations to the Sihlangene Forum in Ivory Park. There 
were a number of children at the presentation who 
excitedly tested the stations. 

This is now an ongoing project for the Midrand 
NexGen club, which agrees with O. Fred Donaldson 
who said, “Children learn as they play. Most importantly, 
in play children learn how to learn.” 

FUEL FOR THE 
IMAGINATION

Work parties were held to build the Imagination 
Stations for pre-schools in Tembisa.
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Over 350 runners descended on Grahamstown 
recently to run the GBS Mutual Bank Mountain 
Drive Half Marathon – a race that is fast becoming 
one of the most popular events for runners in the 
Eastern Cape. Organised by the Rotary Club of 
Grahamstown Sunset (D9370), the race follows 
a 21-kilometre route over Mountain Drive, which 
takes in sweeping views of the town.  Runners are 
treated to energetic and inspirational water tables, 
as well as a bagpiper who plays at the summit of the 
mountain, sending soulful tunes down the valley. 
The event is a big hit with runners who toil up the 
steep hills of the first 12 kilometres of the race.  

This is the second year that Grahamstown Sunset 
has organised the event, in consultation with the 
Albany Saints and Sinners Multisports Club. The day 
of the race is a great collaboration with other service 
clubs and businesses in the town. The Rotary Club of 
Grahamstown has its famous kudu burgers on offer for 
the spectators and runners, while Round Table runs a 
children’s entertainment area with a jumping castle and 
epic tug-of-war battles. 

The main race sponsor is GBS Mutual Bank. Water 
tables are run by local organisations who vie for the 

Best Water Table prize. The prize was won by Victoria 
Girls’ High School whose energetic learners inspired 
runners with ‘free high fives’ and quirky lines, like “Keep 
going – you’re running better than the government!”

The race was kicked off with a thunderous bang 
as historian Basil Mills used his ancient muzzleloader 
as the starter signal. The event has its own mascot 
– Dash the Mountain Drive Dassie, who was created 
by renowned artist, Tori Stowe.  Dash was the official 
spokesdassie, and even had a fun relay event named 
after him. The Dassie Dash Challenge catered for 
children and business teams who ran a shorter course 
around the Graeme College campus while the more 
experienced runners slogged over the mountain.

With a view to having a completely plastic-free 
race in five years, runners were encouraged this year 
to run with their own hydration packs or cups. Those 
using plastic water sachets had to dispose of these in 
designated litter zones. Special bins were designed for 
the purpose.

Rotarian Tim Dold who chaired the organising 
committee said, “The runners were brilliant about 
obeying our litter zone request. By an hour after the 
event, the entire route was cleaned up and plastic-free.”

CONQUER THE MOUNTAIN!
By Debbie Smuts

Learners from Victoria 
Girls’ High School 
inspired runners with 
‘free high fives’ and 
quirky, tongue-in-
cheek cheers, such as  
“Keep going – you’re 
running better than the 
government!”
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Rotary connects the World is our Rotary theme this 
year and the Rotary Club of Cape of Good Hope 
(D9350) connected with the LSEN School to fulfil its 
dream of having a school soccer team.

Due to poor socio-economic conditions in Ocean 
View many women are unaware of how to care properly 
for themselves and their child while pregnant. Coupled 
with a deprived home environment and in some cases, 
poor role models and parenting, many children have 
developed disruptive and aggressive behaviour which 
has resulted in their being moved from mainstream 
schools to LSEN School, a school for learners with 
disabilities. 

The Valley Development Project’s (VDP) Social 
Work Project is regularly asked to help the schools to 
provide learners with one-on-one counselling sessions. 
A programme was formed at three Ocean View Schools, 
of which the LSEN is one, which includes working with 
both the children and their parents to effect change in 
the learners.

Julie Rubain, a social worker at Valley Development 
Projects (VDP) Open Door Project, works with these 
children. She was ideally positioned to help as she 
speaks their language, knows their parents and the 
community. 

During her therapy sessions, Rubain discovered that 

the children love soccer and learnt that after they have 
played a game, the children are calmer, listen better 
and are easier to teach!

The players would take to the field in their shabby 
clothes and had no boots - but this did not stop them. 
They played with such passion and skill that they were 
soon beating other teams. The lack of match gear 
bothered Rubain, who contacted The Rotary Club of 
Cape of Good Hope and asked for help.

The club gave the school match kit for its soccer 
team. Included in the kit were boots, socks, yellow 
and blue soccer shirt and shorts for the 20 players, as 
well as two water carriers with bottles, training bibs, 
goalkeeper’s gloves and four brand-new soccer balls. 

The funding for this was received from a grant given 
to the club by the Rotary Club of Claremont as a thank 
you for our club manning a water table during the Cape 
Town Cycle Tour.

DREAMS DO 
COME TRUE
By Bev Frieslich

With the team wearing the new match kit are Principal Farida Williams, Rotarian Bev Frieslich, President 
Gillian Anderson; coach Dylan Danster, Babab Ndzaba, Sergio Presence (of Great White Sports which 
supplied the kit at a reduced cost) and Julie Rubain.
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Geoff Hunwicks, a 68-year-old British national living 
in The Gambia, in West Africa, has been working 
with differently-abled children since 2002. For more 
than two years Hunwicks had suffered with an 
unusual eye problem. 

Diagnosed as ‘lower lid spastic entropion of the left 
eye’, it is a medical condition where the eyelash was 
growing inward, irritating the eye. Following the advice 
of Sanyi Sergo, Regional Eyecare Coordinator for One 
Sight, he visited the only major eye hospital in the 
Gambia, the Shiekh Zayed Regional Eyecare Centre 
(SZRECC) at Kalifung. 

The Gambia is the smallest country in Africa with a 
population of about two million. The country has just 
three ophthalmologists. 

The doctors at SZRECC could only offer a short-
term solution and trim the eyelashes. This was done 
on a regular basis for nearly two years. However, 
Hunwicks’ story changed thanks to a surgical mission 
that arrived in the Gambia in April. During this mission, 
Hunwicks was operated on by Dr Milind Bhide, a senior 
ophthalmologist from Hyderabad.

Dr Bhide was part of the team led by Dr K V 
Ravishankar, a vitreous-retina specialist and member 
of Rotary E-Club of Bangalore (D3190, India). He has 
visited several African countries and Bangladesh on 21 
such surgical missions. 

Since SZRECC was established in 2008, the Ministry 
of Health Services has regularly asked Dr Ravishankar, 
who is the Director, Usha Kiran Eye Hospital in Mysuru, 
to help treat children suffering from complicated eye 
disorders.

The mission team comprised two senior 
ophthalmologists, Dr Ravishankar and Dr Milind Bhide, 
an anaesthetist, Dr K R Vasantha Kumar, and Dr MV 
Ravikumar a Rotarian who has been spearheading 
the Avoidable Blindness Projects in D3190, arrived in 
Banjul in April. They raised $20 000 to meet the cost of 
travel, accommodation, food, local conveyance, cost of 
surgical consumables and other expenses.

During the six-day mission, the team performed 39 
surgeries on 36 patients, of whom 29 were children. 
Two children and an adult were operated on both eyes.  

The Rotary Clubs of Ivory City Mysuru, Mysuru 
Central and Mysuru Midtown (D3181, India), the Rotary 
E-Club of Bangalore (D3190) and the Rotary Clubs of 
Cubbonpark, Koramangala (D3190, India), Senhora-
da-hora (D1970, Portugal) and the three Rotary clubs in 
the Gambia (D9101) were the main contributors to this 
mission. Combat Blindness International, a US-based 
NGO, was the NGO partner in the project.

Thanks to the Consul General of India in the Gambia, 
Ram Mohan, the mission received a lot of local support, 
particularly from various Indian entrepreneurs in the 
country who eagerly participated in this mission to help 
poor Gambian children.

During the first visit in 2017, the three Rotary clubs 
in the Gambia had 76 members. Inspired by Rotary’s 
humanitarian activities and the impact of our surgical 
missions in restoring eyesight on little children, more 
Rotarians are participating in the project and the 
country’s membership has increased to 120 Rotarians, 
with an addition of two more clubs.

MISSION TO THE GAMBIA
Dr MV Ravikumar

The medical mission team and some of their patients. Photo: https://rotarynewsonline.org
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The Rotary Clubs of Polokwane and Pietersburg 
100 (D9400) partnered with the management and 
residents of Our Home in presenting a variety of 
attractions at their annual bazaar.

In addition to the stalls with pancakes, sausage 
rolls and curry and rice, the meat and fresh fruit and 
vegetable stalls were well supported - even by those 
who had already filled up on the excellent breakfast of 
cheese sausages, eggs, bacon, garlic tomato and pap 
with gravy! The white elephant table and the bookstall 
saw many a buyer leave with more than one bag of 
books.

A new attraction this year was the household furniture 
stall that had items ranging from refrigerators to garden 
tools. Rotarian Ian Duncan, who is an auctioneer, 
ensured that the whole operation proceeded smoothly 
in accordance with the rules. Music and entertainment 
were provided by local artist Eugene van Heerden and 
contributed to a festive and bustling environment.

Horst Meyer, president of the Rotary Club of 
Pietersburg 100, said that he was very happy with the 
outcome of the event and thanked all the businesses 
and residents who contributed to its success. “Rotary 
has been Our Home’s partners for quite a few years 
now and the bazaar is getting bigger and better every 
year!”

Rotarians of the Rotary Club of Pietersburg 100, John Dunlevey, PDG Grant Daly, Arthur van der Schyff 
and Eric Wood at the wheelbarrow with liquid refreshments, the prize at a raffle.

Rotarian Ursula Moodie and President Wedi Oloko 
at the white elephant table.

BAZAAR TIME!
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Toilet blocks were built at three Zululand 
schools thanks to a Global Grant project by 
the Rotary Clubs of Durban Bay (D9370) and 
Shelton Skookum (D5020, USA).

At Nkosithandile High School, situated in an 
area which has no running water, 13 toilets were 
built for the more than 1 200 learners and staff. 
The grant also provided two water storage tanks 
and guttering to improve handwashing, safe 
drinking water and cooking. The second school, 
Nongweleza High School also has more than 
1 200 learners and staff and received 10 flush 
toilets, two urinals and washbasins. 

The last school, Thuthukani Special School, 
has more than 400 severely disabled children 
and 200 staff members. The grant provided 
the school with four flush toilets, a urinal and 
washbasins. This school also received two water 
storage tanks and cleaning materials.

The training component of the grant was 
met with hygiene and handwashing education 
at the three schools. Hygiene monitoring will be 
ongoing and at Nkosithandile School, the Grade 
8 learners have been made responsible for 
overseeing the rest of the learners.

ABLUTION 
SOLUTIONS

Honolulu, Hawaii, USA | 6-10 June 2020 
Register today at riconvention.org

HONOLULU
HAWAII 2020

Discover

Aloha
through Culture



34 | Rotary Africa ∙ October 2019

Four bright young Grade 11 learners from 
Polokwane, Tzaneen and Haenertsburg competed 
in the final round of the Rotary Junior Ambassador 
Competition (ROJAC) 2019 debating competition 
that was hosted at Curro Heuwelkruin. Margaret 
Libetwa from Mitchell House emerged as the winner.

The ROJAC debating competition is an annual event 
that was started in 1977.  This year’s competition was 
hosted by the Rotary Clubs of Polokwane, Pietersburg 
100, Tzaneen and Haenertsburg (D9400).

Nichola Glazer from Hoërskool Merensky, Gerhard 
Maré from Hoërskool Pietersburg and Malaika Mohlaba 
from Stanford Lake College secured the second, third 
and fourth positions after a fierce battle.

After a written general knowledge test, the 
competition proceeded with a prepared speech on 
global warming, followed by unprepared speeches on 
The relevance of Women’s Month and finally a one-on-
one interview where the contestants were questioned 
on a number of topics that included their views on the 
proposed National Health Insurance Act.

The winner received a cash prize of R13 000, with 
R5 000, R2 000 and R1 000 for the second, third and 
fourth positions, respectively.

All the judges and other attendees were very 
impressed with the quality of the presentations and the 
attitude of the participants. 

Winner of the ROJAC 2019 competition Margaret Libetwa with runners-up Nichola Glazer, Gerhard Maré 
and Malaika Mohlaba.

FIERCE BATTLE OF WITS
Across
 1 With 4-Across, cook 

up a movie snack
 4 See 1-Across
 8 Crimson Tide 

and 36-Across’ 
home, for short

 12 Cuban years
 14 Recording artist  

Janelle
 15 Contacted via  

WhatsApp
 16 Exam
 17 Mexican friend
 18 ___ fire under 

(made hustle)
 19 Start of 36-Across’ 

theme
 21 Part 2 of the theme
 23 Cat-___-tails
 24 Very small
 25 Key below X
 26 Book end?
 27 Help
 29 Dark reddish-brown
 31 Salad dressing  

ingredient
 35 Casablanca character
 36 2019-20 RI president
 38 Hoppy brews, briefly
 40 Finish a prayer
 41 Great enthusiasm

JOINING TOGETHER
by Victor Fleming 

Rotary Club of Little Rock, Arkansas

Solution on page 23

 43 Tach letters
 44 Ave. crossers
 47 WWII spy grp.
 48 Water vapor
 52 Prevent, in legalese
 54 End of the theme
 56 36-Across or  

32-Down
 57 Mötley ___
 58 Jazz singer Adams
 60 Start to meter?
 61 Party giver
 62 Where 36-Across and 

32-Down met and 
studied, familiarly

 63 Pinto, for one
 64 Citrus coolers
 65 Superlative endings
 66 Bilko or Snorkel  

(abbr.)

Down
 1 On ___ (policing)
 2 Low-scoring tie
 3 Sticky note
 4 Email address ender
 5 In the bag
 6 Taunt
 7 Colorful-sounding  

Dodges
 8 Ill temper
 9 With smiles

 10 What perils test
 11 Start of Kansas’ motto
 13 Asian nation suffix
 14 “I wish I ___ …”
 20 Show a show again
 22 Where 36-Down  

studied after  
62-Across, initially

 24 Puffiness
 28 Tattoo artist’s supplies
 30 Outward bearing
 31 Almost infinite
 32 36-Across’ spouse
 33 Scare
 34 Easy victory
 36 Health spa staffer
 37 Site of a Herculean battle
 38 “Understood!”
 39 Item in an overhead  

valve engine
 42 Bolivian bear
 44 Hair arrangements
 45 Quincy identifier
 46 Fast run
 49 Treasure ___
 50 Fitzgerald and Logan
 51 Make ___ in (progress)
 53 Q-tip, for one
 55 Moistens
 56 Clapton’s “___ 

Down Sally”
 59 6-pt. scores
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目標をもって海を渡り、異国での奉仕活動に参加し、短
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humanitarian service during short-term, customizable 
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Toma acción, promueve la comprensión internacional 
y forja nuevas amistades alrededor del mundo. 
Desarrolla tus aptitudes de liderazgo mientras 
descubres el poder de Dar de Sí antes de Pensar en Sí 
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Take action, build international understanding, 
and make new friends around the world. Develop 
your leadership skills while you discover the power 
of Service Above Self and find out how serious 
leadership can be seriously fun!

Take action, build international understanding, 
and make new friends around the world. Develop 
your leadership skills while you discover the power 
of Service Above Self and find out how serious 
leadership can be seriously fun!
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another culture. Some live with host families for up 
to three months, while others embark on a tour or 

LIDERANÇA. 
INSPIRAÇÃO. 
DIVERSÃO.

LEADERSHIP. 
INSPIRATION. 
FUN. 

LEADERSHIP. 
INSPIRATION. 
FUN. 

Descubra um mundo novo fora da sala de aula. 
Participe de um programa intensivo de liderança que 
se baseia em técnicas de comunicação, solução de 
problemas e maneiras de transformar o mundo num 
lugar melhor. 

Discover a world outside the classroom through 
an intensive leadership experience that builds 
communication skills, teaches creative problem-
solving, and challenges you to change not only 
yourself but the world.
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AROUND AFRICA

Thanks to a collection campaign by the EarlyAct Club 
of Outeniqua Primary School, sponsored by the Rotary 
Club of George (D9350), a donation of food and other 
supplies was delivered to the ODIN animal shelter. After 
handing over the donation, the EarlyActors played with 
the cats and dogs. 

A six-year-old boy with cerebral palsy has received a new wheelchair and brace from the Interact Club 
of Port Alfred High School (D9370) and its project partners. The Rotary Club of Port Alfred sourced the 
wheelchair while the Interactors, the Lions Club of Port Alfred, private and business donors paid for the 
rest of the items. The wheelchair was presented at a school assembly on 19 August.
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Enkuthazweni Special Needs 
School is an educational 
facility in Port Alfred. It is the 
only centre for children with 
disabilities in that area of the 
Eastern Cape and the school 
is overseen by the Missionary 
Sisters of the Assumption. In 
August, the Interact Club of 
Port Alfred High School were 
accompanied by members of 
the Rotary E-Club of South 
Africa One (D9370) on a 
visit to the school. Twenty 
Interactors, led by President 
Sheena Louca, ran a T-shirt 
painting workshop for the 
children. Each Interactor 
was paired with a child and 
helped them to complete the 
task. Children were told to 
write the word Disability on 
their T-shirts and then told 
to cross out the “dis”. After 
completing the message, they 
added their own imaginative 
drawings to the T-shirts. Once 
all the T-shirts were painted, 
the music and dancing 
started. Rotarian Tina Hon and Port Alfred High School Interact Club President 

Sheena Louca mixing paint.
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The Rotary Club of 
Empangeni (D9370) 
received a container 
load of rehabilitation 
aids such as 
wheelchairs, walkers, 
Zimmer frames, shower 
chairs and commodes. 
These were donated 
by PhysioNet UK, an 
organisation in Great 
Britain that works 
with the disabled, for 
distribution in Zululand. 
The club has given 
part of the donation 
to the Zululand 
Hospice Association 
(ZHA). Offloading the 
donation are President 
Andrew Killick, Sister 
Jane Ashburner, ZHA 
General Manager 
Christine Samuel, 
Sheila Fabricius.

District Governor 
Maurice Stander 
(D9400) paging through 
the 82-year-old history 
book the Rotary Club 
of Boksburg with PP 
Nicky Savvides (80) 
and  PP Jack Gray (90), 
of the Rotary Club of 
Boksburg Lake and 
Boksburg respectively, 
and DGA Chrisna 
Stander.
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More than 130 pairs of spectacles were sponsored 
by the Rotary Club of Paarl (D9350). Jacolien 
Bartolini (right) of Stellenbosch Optometrists 
helped fit the glasses for Lesley-Ann Pietersen 
at Paarl School of Skills. With them are President 
Eugene Reynders and other recipients.

AG Peter 
Mockford, 
DGA Chrisna 
Stander and 
DG Maurice 
Stander visited 
the Rotary Club 
of Polokwane 
(D9400). With 
the visitors 
is President 
Oloko Wedi.

Ronnie Vader and Ann President Carol Vader with Marilyn Little, Gayl Boon and Greg Todd at the 
Fellowship Evening hosted by the Rotarians and Anns of the Rotary Club of Helderberg (D9350) at Casa 
Bella Restaurant.

Rotarian Dr Mussadiq Mir fitted Samuel 
Ndungukabwi (48), a farmer whose right hand was 
amputated after an agricultural accident last year, 
with a new prosthetic hand. The Rotary Club of 
Nairobi-Utumishi’s (D9212) LN-4 prosthetic hand 
project provided the prosthetic at no cost. 
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To celebrate Women’s Day, the Rotary Club of Phoenix and the Interact Club of Greenbury Secondary 
School (D9370) treated the residents of Verulam Frail Care Centre to a pamper session and a high tea. 
Before the high tea began, residents were treated to manicures and back massages. However, the 
biggest treat for the residents was to have so many visitors to talk to, especially teenagers. Some of the 
residents were so happy that they began to sing and dance. For the Interactors, the morning proved to be 
an eye-opener as their experiences taught them about the needs of the elderly in their community. 

During the visit of District Governor Douglas Chisambwe, the Rotary Club of Chitungwiza (D9210) was 
helped by the Boy Scouts (above), Interactors and Rotaractors, to hand out sunscreen lotion to people 
living with Albinism. The group later visited the Rotary Foundation Centennial Garden project where the 
scouts grow vegetables.
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MEET THE 2019/20 PRESIDENTS

After a project tour and club meeting, the members of the Rotary Club of Plettenberg Bay (D9350) and 
District Governor David Holthausen enjoyed lunch with the club.

A Friendship Evening, hosted by President Lebo Makhathini (centre) and the Rotary Club of Boksburg 
(D9400), gave guests, friends and Rotarians a double dose of edu-tainment during Women’s Month. 
Guests were fascinated to learn more about the development of medicines, as  Dr Agatha Wilhase (left) 
explained the complicated process from the discovery of molecules to its approval for human use. 
The evening’s second entertainer was an educational software programmer, Chanine Nel (right). Nel, 
who has a Bachelor of Science degree and a teaching background, was concerned about the learning 
and teaching styles of mathematics in schools, as well as the poor pass rate and left teaching to write 
educational software. 
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Members of the Rotary Club of Pietersburg 100 (D9400) surprised residents of Polokwane 
“Nasorgsentrum” when they handed over a consignment of Lego blocks to the house mother Saartjie 
du Toit. The residents, who are all either physically or intellectually impaired, were overjoyed to receive 
food baskets of boerewors rolls, vetkoek, snacks and soft drinks and thanked the guests with a song. 
President Horst Meyer said that the Rotary club was appreciative of the good work done and will 
continue to support the institution. The club is currently repairing the minibus of the centre.

Knitters of the Rotary Coffee Morning group, a project of the Rotary Club of Swellendam (D9350), 
Avendson Club and Rotary Park made knee blankets for Huis AA Tomlinson and Community Based 
Health Care. The blankets were handed over at a meeting that was attended by 60 people from the various 
groups. 
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Gotz von Westernhagen 
received a certificate of 
appreciation from the 
Rotary Club of Gonubie 
(D9370).

Sue Niblock is the 2019/20 
president of the Rotary 
Club of Vereeniging 
(D9400).

Sipho Gumbi, Jay Ramsunder, Aneska du Pont and Neil McDonald were recognised as 
Paul Harris Fellows by the Rotary Club of Amanzimtoti (D9370).

Rhona Chetty is the 
2019/20 president of 
the Rotary Club of 
Amanzimtoti (D9370).

Brendan Boraine is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Krugersdorp  (D9400).

The Rotary Club of Knights Pendragon (D9400) presented Paul Harris Fellowship recognitions to Ian 
Ruickbie, Pam Eley, Merle Howroyd (Sapphire Pin), Ray Hewson and Kevin Pearson. With them is Past 
President Graham Wallett (back).

Kamala Naidoo is the 
2019/20 president of the 
Rotary Club of Durban 
Clairwood Park (D9370)

Marelie Van der Merwe 
is the 2019/20 president 
of the Rotary Club of 
Krugersdorp (D9400).

Jan Visagie was recognised 
as a Paul Harris Fellow by 
the Rotary Club of Pretoria 
East (D9400).

Sidney Govindsamy is a 
new member of the Rotary 
Club of Durban Clairwood 
Park (D9370).

Edie Jones was recognised 
as a Paul Harris Fellow by 
the Rotary Club of Pretoria 
East (D9400).

WELCOMED AND HONOURED
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ACCOMMODATION OFFERED 
*** B&B ACCOMMODATION in Kimberley. 
Staying over in Kimberley? The Nook B&B 
*** Semi-Self Catering B&B offers excellent 
accommodation and rates. All rooms luxury en-
suite with private entrance and secure parking. 
Close to CBD and places of interest. For more 
info contact Rtn Rob Gibson at 072 116 8390 
Web: www.thenookbnb.co.za

‘ABOVE THE WAVES’ IN SIMON’S 
TOWN! A self-catering, one-bedroom flat 
for 2 with sunroom and magnificent view of 
False Bay. A stone’s throw from the beach, 
close to Cape Point and the penguin colony 
in the picturesque, historical Simon’s Town. 
Off street parking, free WiFi. Flat R750p/n. 
Contact 021 786 3331 or peteandme@
mweb.co.za

KIMBERLEY’S GUM TREE Lodge offers budget 
accommodation (200 Beds) from R180 pp in 
backpackers to R500 double en-suite. Meals in 
adjacent Gumtree Lodge Restaurant (Licensed). 
Your host Debbie. Tel: 053 832 8577, Cell 083 352 
3822, Fax: 053 831 5409, E-mail: gumtreelodge@
telkomsa.net Website: www.gumtreelodge.com

MISCELLANEOUS
CONSTANTIABERG FUNERAL HOME: Sensitive, 
dignified and personal service by Alan Lindhorst 
– all hours, anywhere within 200km of Cape 
Town. Very reasonable prices & premiums. Cnr 
Kenilworth & Rosmead Ave, Kenilworth. 
021 671 2400 or 083 653 6536. 

DISCLAIMER: All opinions published are not the opinion 
of the publisher. The publisher is not responsible for the 
accuracy of any of the opinions, information or advertisements 
in this publication. No responsibility is accepted for the quality 
of advertised goods or services or the accuracy of material 
submitted for reproduction. To the extent permitted by law, the 
publishers, their employees, agents and contractors exclude all 
liability to any person for any loss, damage, cost or expense 
incurred as a result of material in this publication. All Rotary 
Marks (Masterbrand Signature, Mark of Excellence and so 
forth), as well as ROTARY are trademarks owned by Rotary 

International and used herein under licence.

SCOTTBURGH

122 en-suite rooms. 
Overlooking beach. Airport 

transfers arranged. 
Daily and evening 

entertainment.
Special rates for seniors.

Tel: 039 978 3361
Fax: 039 976 0971
Email: info@bluemarlin.co.za
www.bluemarlin.co.za

NEWLY 
REFURBISHED

AMAKHOSI CONTAINER SALES
STORAGE : REFRIGERATED : CONVERSIONS 

BEST PRICES AND QUALITY : 3m, 6m, 12m
29 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DENNIS WESLEY: 083 733 6208
dennisw@acsales.co.za

Club of Boksburg

DONATE a School Bag TODAYand help a child in need.

“A School Bag For All” Campaign aims to provide
underprivileged school children the necessary

School Kit to enhance their dignity
and encourage confidence.

HELP KIDS IN NEED SUCCEED!

ONLY

R100

Join East Rand Stereo & Rotary Boksburg to support education.

Contact Derek Fox on 082 886 0651 
derek@succeedbrokers.com

Noel Wauchope on 082 486 7330
noshawzz@global.co.za

www.gumtreelodge.com


Honolulu, Hawaii, USA | 6-10 June 2020 
Register today at riconvention.org

HONOLULU
HAWAII 2020

Experience
Aloha 

IN PARADISE
Aloha

IN PARADISE
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