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ON MY MIND Sarah van Heerden, editor

If you ever watched the show 
How I Met Your Mother you may 
remember the episode when 
the characters start pointing 
out one another’s annoying 
quirks (one chews too loudly, 
another sings everything) and 
then, to the sound of glass 
shattering, everyone suddenly 
notices the quirk. Until that 

moment, only one or two people had noticed these 
quirks but after they were pointed out, it was all 
everyone noticed.

There is something sad about the shattering of an 
illusion and yet, there are illusions which once shattered 
can only make the world a better place.

There is this idea that we need to be ruthless to 
succeed in business - show no mercy, take no prisoners. 
This is an image that has been portrayed by some 
with excessive egos, as well as through television, 
movies and books. However, I suddenly had my own 
glass shattering moment a few years ago when I read 
an article about kindness. In this article, a group of 
women who had become global leaders in technology 
were mentoring other up and coming businesswomen. 
Each of these leaders had advocated the importance of 
acting with kindness.

This does not mean they are weak or doormats; 
these women make tough decisions each day. They 
have built or continued to build global industries. 
However, they make sure that no matter how tough the 
decision or action needs to be, they act with kindness. 
Kindness in the way they phrase words and the way 
they take action. 

And this is a valuable lesson. Even in conflict, we 
don’t need to resort to destroying the opponent - you 
can win an argument without degrading your opponent 
or yelling. You can even fire a person without resorting 
to trumped-up reality TV tactics of humiliation and 
degradation. 

So I looked around and noticed that some of the 
world’s biggest names are proponents of kindness, 

inclusivity and even, community service. Richard 
Branson has programmes to support budding 
innovators. Bill and Melinda Gates are another example 
of this. 

I also realised that those people who act as ruthless  
leaders (since when is ruthless a synonym for success 
anyway?) for the most part get to a point and then, 
poof, the bubble bursts and they topple over - Harvey 
Weinstein comes to mind! There are many, many 
examples of those who have toppled over.

As a result of this realisation, I have consciously tried 
to adjust my own interactions, both professionally and 
personally, and I think we should all do this. When we 
meet people from another country, let’s not tear down 
our own homeland or theirs, but rather highlight the 
positive and suggest solutions instead of harping on 
problems (real or imagined). When we speak to staff 
about their weaknesses, be sure to mention what you 
consider to be their strengths. This is something which 
has also been reinforced by interactions with a number 
of Rotarians I have met - and it works! 

I can promise you one thing, if you want to be taken 
seriously, don’t tear everything down - people walk 
away from those interactions feeling tired, annoyed and 
negative. Meeting someone and attacking their country, 
belief structures, organisations or businesses, or even 
your own, does not make you look informed, powerful or 
important. All that does, is destroy your credibility.  

Think more about how you speak and write to other 
people, consider the words you use. If you find yourself 
using words such as “you people”, then you have a 
credibility problem because that is language which 
denotes prejudice and people will instantly label you as 
a bigot. 

Make sure you afford everyone the professional 
respect you expect to be treated with - even if you are a 
genuinely superior being and a blessing to every single 
person in the room, why rub their noses in it?

If you want to make a lasting impression, be 
proactive, be kind, be fair, be honest. 

Be a real Rotarian.

Thank you to President 
Jacqui Pirzenthal (Rotary 
Club of Jeffreys Bay, 
D9370) whose post 
inspired my column. 
She has a point, don’t 
you think? Let’s aspire 
to be the kind, tolerant 
and grumpy (you can be 
all three!) older folk and 
hopefully, inspire the 
judgemental and self-
righteous to relax a little! 
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Rotary Day at the United Nations, which we celebrate each November, is an important reminder of 
the historic relationship between our organisations. But this year’s event is even more important 
than usual because we are building up to the 75th anniversary of the signing of the UN Charter in 
June 2020.

You might ask, why celebrate this anniversary? For Rotary it is entirely appropriate because we played 
such a critical leadership role in the San Francisco Conference that formed the United Nations in 1945 (see 
Rotary Africa, October 2019). Throughout World War II, Rotary published materials about the importance of 
forming such an organisation to preserve world peace.

Not only did Rotary help influence the formation of the UN, but The Rotarian magazine also played 
a leading part in communicating its ideals. Rotary 
educated members about plans to create the UN 
through numerous articles in The Rotarian and 
through a booklet titled From Here On! When the 
time came to write the UN charter, Rotary was one 
of 42 organisations the United States invited to serve 
as consultants to its delegation at the San Francisco 
Conference.

Each organisation had seats for three 
representatives, so Rotary International’s 11 
representatives served in rotation. The people 
officially representing Rotary included the general 
secretary, the current and several past presidents and 
the editor of The Rotarian. In addition, Rotarians from 
Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe as well as North and 
South America served as members of or consultants 
to their own nations’ delegations.

We have a deep and lasting relationship with the 
UN that deserves to be celebrated and appreciated. 
To recognise this relationship, Rotary will host five 
special events between now and June: Rotary Day 
at the UN in New York on the 9th of this month; 
three presidential conferences next year in Santiago 
(Chile), in Paris and in Rome; and a final celebration 
just before the Rotary International Convention in 
Honolulu.

The focus on the UN in the year ahead is not only 
about the past; it also lights a path to our future. There 
are so many parallels between the work we do through 
our areas of focus and the work of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. While those goals are indeed 
incredibly ambitious, they provide inspiration and 
direction - and are similar to many Rotary goals, 
which have proven to create lasting, positive change 
in our world. The goals can be achieved, but only if 
undertaken with the same long-term commitment and 
tenacity that Rotary understands so well. Alone, we 
cannot provide clean water for all, we cannot eliminate 
hunger, we cannot eradicate polio. But together with 
partners like the United Nations, of course, we can.

Please consider attending one of our five UN 
celebrations. I look forward to sharing news of these 
special events with you throughout the year.

Dear Fellow Rotarians and members of the family of Rotary,

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

President’s message

MARK DANIEL MALONEY
President, Rotary International

President Mark Daniel Maloney outside the UN 
Headquarters in New York.
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The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the 
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, 
in particular, to encourage and foster:

First. The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;

Second. High ethical standards in business and 
professions; the recognition of the worthiness of 
all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each 
Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society;

Third. The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

Fourth. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world 
fellowship of business and professional persons 
united in the ideal of service.

Of the things we think, say or do:

1) Is it the TRUTH?

2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS?

4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

The Object of Rotary

The Four-Way Test

service above self

Learn more about Rotary at: www.rotary.org

ROTARY
Members: 

1 205 049
Clubs:  

35 927

ROTARACT
Members:  
 157 520

Clubs:  
9520

INTERACT
Members:  
567 387

Clubs:  
24 669

RCCs
Corps:  

10 615

• Increase
• Decrease

ROTARY 
AT A 

GLANCE
As at 15 August 2019 

A message from  
The Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair

Gary CK Huang
Ni hao, Rotarians!

We just had our first-ever fundraiser in Taiwan for 
The Rotary Foundation - and it was a great success.

The Taiwan AKS Members Association organised 
the event in August in Taipei. We were treated to an 
inspirational speech by Ravishankar Dakoju of the 
Rotary Club of Bangalore Orchards (D3190, India). He 
shared why he contributes his time and money - and 
why he’s an organ donor. His generosity is legendary, 
and he wants to help the world in any way he can. His 
speech touched everyone who attended the event.  

We are pleased and honoured to announce that the 
final total for the fundraiser was $5.5 million. We have 
11 new Arch Klumph Society members contributing at 
the Chair’s Circle level ($500,000 to $999,999) and 14 
at the Trustees Circle level ($250,000 to $499,999). 
Thank you to our generous donors in Taiwan!

At great events like this one, I am reminded how 
Rotary gives us something good that we can all do 
together. Our service puts us in touch with so many 
interesting people from all over the world. When we 
meet, we hear about projects of all kinds and it is 

always inspirational. And we never stop learning from 
one another.

This provides such a wonderful lesson to our children. 
We share with them the importance of fellowship and 
forming new bonds with other people. We also show 
them what is really important in life: making connections, 
improving life for those in need and doing all we can for 
others. Rotary is the best education a family can have.

I am excited that Rotary President Mark Daniel 
Maloney has made expanding the family of Rotary a 
priority. We must bring our family members to Rotary 
events and do all we can to encourage them to be part 
of this wonderful organisation. And through The Rotary 
Foundation, we can make these family connections part 
of our legacy. You are never too young or too old for 
Rotary.

So give your high-five to Rotary and find ways to 
bring your family into Rotary. It’s the most wonderful gift 
you can share with the people you love.
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6 TO 10 JUNE 2020, HONOLULU, HAWAII
FAMILY FUN

As you make plans to attend 
the Rotary International 
Convention in Honolulu, 
6-10 June, don’t forget to 
include the kids! Honolulu 
is a perfect place to make 
memories that will last a 
lifetime - and to introduce 

your children to the worldwide Rotary family.
The luau, a big party with a focus on eating and 

entertainment, is a Hawaiian tradition dating back 
to the time of King Kamehameha II.  At most luaus, 
you’ll see hula dancing, which is a meaningful part 
of Polynesian culture that tells stories through a set 
of codified movements. Luaus have become an 

expected part of any visitor’s experience in Hawaii 
and you will find many happening around Honolulu. 

Hawaii’s natural beauty is legendary, and an 
ideal way for your family to experience it is by getting 
out on the water. If your family is adventurous, you 
might want to try surfing. There are a number of 
places to get lessons in Honolulu. If you want to 
experience the water at a more gentle pace, try 
kayaking or snorkelling in Ka-ne‘ohe Bay’s pristine 
patch reef systems. 

And even if you and the kids simply want to build 
sandcastles together, Honolulu has you covered: 
The beaches of Oahu are legendary. Don’t miss 
the 2020 Rotary Convention in Honolulu Register at 
riconvention.org by 15 December to save.



8 | Rotary Africa ∙ November 2019

Public Image

By Lee-Ann Shearing, Regional Public Image Coordinator
MOVE WITH THE TIMES

“Don’t just book it, Thomas Cook it!”  Who 
remembers this catchy slogan? I am sure that many 
of us, at one time or another, used Thomas Cook 
to book package holidays for ourselves or to send 
school leavers on exciting, short tours through 
far-away countries. So I am sure that you were as 
shocked as I was to learn of the demise of this once 
great, even iconic, company.  What went wrong?  

They had multiple high street shopfronts and offices 
in cities across Europe, they had their own aircraft and 
tour buses and preferential booking deals with hotels 
around the globe.  BUT they did not keep abreast of the 
times and they did not stay relevant! 

With the advent of technology, travellers started 
using the internet to find good deals on flights, 
accommodation and activities, going direct to airlines, 
hotels and operators so they no longer needed a middle 
man. Instead of refining their operations to meet the 
new market, Thomas Cook did nothing. It was a giant. 
It was too well established to topple - or so it thought!

There is a lesson that we as Rotarians can learn 
from this. If we want to stay relevant, we must move 
with the times! We must not only embrace all the 
new technology that we can use to communicate and 
connect with our members, stakeholders, beneficiaries 
and donors, but we must also review the way we run 
our meetings and look for ways to be more flexible. We 
must allow clubs to flourish in ‘non-traditional’ ways so 
we can attract a wider audience of potential Rotarians.  
Change is hard, but if we do not make an effort, will we 
still be around in the years to come or will we crash with 
the ‘giants’?

I attended the first all-Africa Zone 22 Institute in 
Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, and was excited to listen to the 
excellent speakers and the interesting presentations, 
especially those concentrating on growing Rotary 
through innovation and creativity.  Our core values of 
integrity, leadership, fellowship, diversity and service 
will remain unchanged, but every one of us must commit 
to being the change  - the change we need in order to 
survive and flourish!

Let’s make time during our club meetings to 

brainstorm innovative ways to attract diverse new 
members, imaginative ways to retain the members 
we already have and wish to keep. We need to look 
at new and interesting ways to fundraise for projects 
and the Rotary Foundation, as well as how we can 
create exciting and inventive public image strategies 
to assist us in connecting with the world. And if you 
haven’t already heard the news, there are some great 
competitions for clubs and individuals, details below:

• Best Rotary story from an individual member – 
There will be an award per district, per country and 
one overall winner.  Stories not statistics attract 
people to Rotary and we need to encourage all 
Rotarians and the greater family of Rotary to tell 
their stories

• Best photograph, three categories – i. Rotary 
project; ii. Rotary moment; iii Rotary Club event.  
Awards per district, per country and one overall 
winner in each category

• Best club website – awarded per district, per country 
and one overall winner

• Best Facebook page – awarded per district, per 
country and one overall winner.  

• Best use of People of Action materials – awarded 
per district, per country and one overall winner.  
(Send copies of all such material you have created 
and used)

• Best publicity in traditional media such as 
newspapers, radio and television – per district, per 
country and one overall winner.  (Require copies of 
newspaper articles, recording of radio and video of 
television)

• Best club event for World Polio Day – per district, 
per country and one overall winner.

• Best club event on Rotary’s Birthday – per district, 
per country and one overall winner.

• Best club event to fundraise or create awareness 
of our Rotary Foundation – per district, per country 
and one overall winner.

Email your entries to your District Public Image 
Chair, Assistant Regional Public Image Coordinator or 
to me at leeandy@zol.co.zw.



November 2019 ∙ Rotary Africa | 9

By Patrick Coleman - Rotary Club of Luanshya (D9210)
Rotary Governors’ Council of Southern Africa Secretary: 2019-21

INNOVATION
and having an impact on the world around us

Connecting through

Sherry and I just returned from the historic FIRST 
Zone 22 All-Africa Institute in Sharm El Sheikh, 
Egypt. If you missed it… YOU MISSED IT!

The theme of the Institute was “Innovate, Connect” 
We heard several excellent presentations about Rotary 
membership, new club models 
and innovative policies within 
Rotary. One of the most poignant 
statements came from Rotary Chief 
Executive Officer John Hewko who 
said, “There is no Rotary police.” In 
other words… Make it work; don’t 
get stuck in procedure; get out of 
the box and throw it away! The word 
“innovate” was used so many times 
that it is still resonating in my mind 
weeks after the event. 

As I listened to the many 
examples of innovation and how 
Rotarians were having an impact on 
their communities, the story of “The 
Carrot, The Egg and The Coffee 
Beans” came to my mind. This story has been told by 
so many people that the authorship has been lost to the 
ages, but the point of the story is timeless.

A young woman went to her mother and told her 
about her life and the many difficulties she faced. She 
was tired of struggling and fighting, did not know how 
she was going to make it and wanted to give up. It 
seemed that as one problem was solved a new one 
arose.

Her mother took her to the kitchen. She filled three 
pots with water. In the first, she placed carrots, in the 
second she placed eggs and in the last, she placed 
ground coffee beans.

She let them sit and boil without saying a word. In 
about twenty minutes she turned off the burners. She 
removed the carrots and placed them in a bowl. She 
lifted the eggs out and placed them in a bowl. Then she 
ladled the coffee into a bowl. Turning to her daughter, 
she asked, “Tell me what you see?”

“Carrots, eggs and coffee,” she replied.
She brought her closer and asked her to feel the 

carrots. She did and noted that they were soft. She then 
asked her to take an egg and break it. After pulling off 
the shell, she observed the hard-boiled egg. Finally, she 
asked her to sip the coffee. The daughter smiled, as she 

tasted its rich aroma.
The daughter then asked, “What’s the point, 

mother?”
Her mother explained that each of these objects had 

faced the same adversity – boiling water – but each 
reacted differently. The carrot went 
in strong, hard and unrelenting. After 
being subjected to the boiling water, 
it softened and became weak. The 
egg had been fragile. Its thin outer 
shell had protected its liquid interior. 
After being through the boiling 
water, its inside became hardened. 
However, the ground coffee beans 
were unique. After they were added 
to the boiling water, they changed 
the water.

“Which are you?” she asked the 
daughter. “When adversity knocks 
on your door, how do you respond? 
Are you the carrot, egg, or coffee 
bean?”

Ask yourself: Which am I?
Am I the carrot that seems strong until pain and 

adversity causes me to wilt, become soft and lose my 
strength?

Am I the egg that starts with a malleable heart, but 
changes with the heat? Did I have a fluid spirit, but after 
trials, such as a death, break-up or financial hardship, 
have I become hardened and stiff? Does my shell look 
the same, while on the inside I have become bitter and 
tough with a stiff spirit and a hardened heart?

Or am I like the coffee bean? The bean that actually 
changes the hot water; the very circumstance that 
brings the pain. When the water gets hot, the coffee 
bean releases its fragrance and flavour. If you are like 
the bean, when things are at their worst, you get better 
and change the situation around you.

Life is full of ups and downs, but the only thing that 
truly matters is how we choose to react to the situations 
around us and what we make out of them. Life is all 
about learning, adapting and converting all the struggles 
into something positive. In a word… Innovate!

Connect the World by having an impact on the world! 
This is what is meant by The Rotary Foundation Motto: 
“Doing Good in the World!”

When adversity 
knocks on your 

door, how do 
you respond? 

Which are you - 
the carrot, egg 
or coffee bean? 
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Rotary and its partners in the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative (GPEI) celebrated a major milestone this 
World Polio Day: confirmation that a second type of 
the wild poliovirus has been eradicated, which is a 
significant step toward the ultimate goal of a polio-
free world.

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, director-general 
of the World Health Organisation (WHO), announced 
the historic feat in a video address during Rotary’s 
Global Online Update on 24 October. He said an 
independent commission of health experts certified the 
global eradication of the type 3 strain, which hasn’t been 
detected anywhere in the world since Nigeria identified a 
case of polio that it caused in November 2012. The type 2 
strain was certified as eradicated in 2015.

“That leaves just wild poliovirus type 1,” Tedros said. 
He also commended Rotary’s long fight against polio. 
“Everything you [Rotary] have done has brought us to the 
brink of a polio-free world.”

Tedros balanced the good news with a note of caution, 
saying that the biggest enemy of global eradication 
is complacency. He encouraged Rotary members to 
redouble their efforts.

“If we stopped now, the virus would resurge and could 
once again cause more than 200 000 new cases every 
year,” said Tedros. “We must stay the course. Together, 
we can make sure the children of the future only learn 
about polio in history books.”

Rotary’s World Polio Day programme this year was 
streamed on Facebook in multiple languages and multiple 
time zones around the world. The programme, which 

was sponsored by UNICEF USA and the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, featured TV presenter and Paralympic 
medalist Ade Adepitan, supermodel Isabeli Fontana, 
science educator Bill Nye and actress Archie Panjabi.

The programme also featured never-before-seen 
footage of three Rotary members working to protect 
children from polio in their home countries of India, 
Pakistan and Ukraine. In Pakistan, Rotarian Tayyaba Gul 
works with a team of health workers to educate mothers 
and children about the importance of polio vaccination. Dr 
Hemendra Verma of India encourages his fellow Rotary 
members and our partners to make sure health workers 
and volunteers reach every child. And Ukrainian Rotarian 
Sergii Zavadskyi oversees an advocacy and awareness 
programme that uses social media and public events to 
educate people who are reluctant to have their children 
vaccinated. These three heroes of the polio eradication 
effort show what it means to be a dedicated volunteer and 
represent the efforts of Rotarians all over the world.

Adepitan, a polio survivor who contracted the disease 
as a child in Nigeria, praised the efforts in that country, 
which hasn’t reported finding wild poliovirus in more than 
three years. “This is massive news,” Adepitan said.

Nigeria’s milestone clears the way for the entire WHO 
African region to be certified wild poliovirus-free next year. 
Adepitan reminded people just how far the continent has 
come, saying that even a decade ago, Africa reported 
nearly 75 percent of all polio cases worldwide.

“Today more than a billion African people are at the 
cusp of a future where wild polio is a disease of the past,” 
he said. “We’re not done. We’re in pursuit of an even 

Rotary members and heroes in the fight to eradicate polio, from left, Tayyaba Gul, Dr Hemendra Verma, and 
Sergii Zavadskyi.

WORLD POLIO DAY 2019

Rotarians across the globe celebrate World Polio Day with the news 
that the second of the three wild poliovirus strains has been eradicated
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greater triumph - a world without polio. I can’t wait.”
Scientist Bill Nye talked about some people’s 

reluctance to use vaccines, which he called a dangerous 
issue around the world. “As the conversation around 
vaccines becomes more hostile, we’re seeing an increase 
in outbreaks of preventable diseases. It’s not just measles. 
It’s rotavirus. Tetanus. Even polio,” he said. However, he 
said: “The science on vaccinations is settled. There is no 
dispute.”

Look even just at what Rotary and its partners have 
achieved since 1988 when the GPEI was formed, Nye 
said. Three decades ago, the disease affected 350 000 
children in one year. Because of massive vaccination 
campaigns around the world, the number of polio cases 
has decreased by more than 99.9 percent.

“That’s about as concrete as evidence gets for 
preventative medicine,” Nye said.

Despite these accomplishments, polio cases are rising 
in areas of Afghanistan and Pakistan that face tremendous 
challenges: They are difficult to get to and travel in, they 
are often not secure enough for vaccinators to do their 
work and people are highly mobile. In all of 2018, these 
two countries reported just 33 wild poliovirus cases. The 
2019 case count is so far 88 and health experts predict 
more cases to come.

Michel Zaffran, director of polio eradication at WHO, 
discussed the increased number of cases in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. “At its core, polio eradication is very simple: 
If you vaccinate enough children in given areas, then the 
virus has nowhere to hide and eventually disappears,” 

Zaffran said.
It gets more complicated, he said, when thousands 

of children are not being vaccinated in some areas. “The 
reasons vary greatly, district to district, in both countries,” 
he added. “It could be because there is hampered access 
due to insecurity, lack of infrastructure, lack of clean water 
supply, inadequate planning of campaigns, community 
resistance and other reasons.”

To combat any further spread of the disease, 
Zaffran says health workers are evaluating each area to 
understand why a child is missed and making customised 
plans to overcome the area’s specific challenges.

This approach is similar to how health experts 
overcame the last hurdles in India, which was declared 
polio-free in 2014.

“I encourage Rotary members everywhere to stick with 
it and stay optimistic,” Zaffran said. “Keep raising funds 
and awareness, advocate with governments. We truly are 
on the cusp of eradicating a disease for only the second 
time in human history.”

If it is eradicated, polio would follow smallpox as the 
second human disease eliminated from the world.

Rotary has contributed more than $2 billion to polio 
eradication since it launched the PolioPlus program in 
1985, and is committed to raising $50 million a year for 
polio eradication activities. Because of a 2-to-1 matching 
agreement with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
that means that $150 million a year goes toward fulfilling 
Rotary’s promise to the children of the world: no child will 
ever again suffer the devastating effects of polio.

In her World Polio Day 
post to the online audience 

of Rotary Africa, editor 
Sarah van Heerden issued 
a stern warning. Less than 
36 hours later, the message 

had reached more than 
10 000 people
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DULCIE 
TURNS 
100
by June Virtue

On perfect spring weather, the Rotary Anns of 
Rosebank (D9400) gathered at the home of Penny 
Smith, the daughter of Dulcie Floweday, in River 
Club for morning tea to celebrate Dulcie’s 100th 
birthday. Helium-filled balloons at the door of Unit 
6, helped first-time visitors quickly find the venue.  
Chairs had been arranged on the patio and the 
table was set for tea. Dulcie was seated in a large 
armchair and she gave me the most wonderful 
smile when I arrived.

She is quite remarkable at 100, being fit and alert 
and sharp as a tack. She regaled us with tales of her 
pioneering family in Durban and other parts of what is 
now KwaZulu-Natal. Some of her stories were hilarious 
and had us roaring with laughter.  What a great gift she 
has for story-telling!

Tea and delicious eats were served, before the 
birthday cake, made by Ann President Debby Steenhof, 
was brought in to the singing of “Happy birthday to you.”  
The blowing out of the ten candles was a team effort 
by Dulcie and her friends Maude Londal, Margaret 
Jackson and Patsy Dalziel - who are in their nineties!  
Patsy remarked to me that it seems if you want to live 
long you should join the Rosebank Rotary Anns.

About Dulcie
Dulcie May Floweday (nee Roberts) was born on 

18 September 1919 in Pietermaritzburg. As a girl, she 
also lived in Sea Point, Cape Town and then in Port 
Elizabeth where she attended Collegiate. She married 
Ted Floweday, a teacher, and they had two daughters, 
Frances and Penny. Later, Ted gave up his job lecturing 
English at the Technical College to join the Methodist 
ministry, being appointed to Newton Park Church in 
Port Elizabeth, and subsequently, Musgrave Road 
Methodist Church in Durban. From that time, Dulcie’s 
life work was that of a minister’s wife. She enjoyed all 

aspects of service within the Church, particularly those 
of administration and organisation, music and catering. 

When Ted and Dulcie were transferred to 
Pietermaritzburg’s Metropolitan Church in 1963, they 
were invited to join Rotary, and greatly appreciated 
the fellowship and activities of Rotary and the Rotary 
Anns, making many friends there. In 1970 they were 
transferred to East London, and there they had many 
happy years with Rotary. On Ted’s retirement in 1982, 
they moved to Johannesburg where their daughter, 
Penny, was living, and joined the Rosebank Rotary 
Club. Dulcie will always be grateful to the Rotarians, 
especially Gordon and Vivvy Craig, for the care and 
support they showed her when Ted died unexpectedly 
in 1984. 

Dulcie remained an active member of the Anns, 
until forced to give up driving at age 92, and still enjoys 
reading the monthly minutes and attending occasional 
social meetings. Dulcie is fortunately still able to attend 
Church each Sunday as well as a weekly Bible study 
group. She also enjoys a good meal at a restaurant 
with her family. She mostly spends her days sitting in 
the sun, doing crosswords and watching the news and 
Parliamentary channels, as well as rugby, cricket and 
tennis. 

Dulcie is very grateful for the fellowship and 
opportunities for service that Rotary has provided her 
for over 50 years.
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FIND A CLUB
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD!

Get Rotary’s free Club Locator app and find a meeting wherever you go!

Don’t see your club? Check the Club Locator at www.rotary.org to confirm that RI has the full address of your  
meeting location. Make updates online through Member Access or e-mail data@rotary.org.



November 2019 ∙ Rotary Africa | 15

At the end of September, a group of 13 Rotarians 
from the Rotary Satellite Club of Sandton Central, a 
Satellite Club of the Rotary Club of Kyalami (D9400), 
raided the Rotary Club of Haenertsburg (D9400) for 
a weekend.

After arriving in the town, the Rotarians attended 
a curry evening at the Red Plate Restaurant where 
they met their hosts. The next morning, the formal 
programme began. This included two productive 
meetings; the sponsored hygiene kit project and the 
ins-and-outs of running a satellite club. Those who did 
not attend the meeting enjoyed a short forest walk that 

was led by Rod Harman. The rest of the day was spent 
enjoying burgers at the Warriors Camp and rafting on 
Ebenezer Dam. 

That evening, the group was treated to a progressive 
dinner, with Assistant Governor Maria de Silva providing 
scrumptious sundowner starters at the Long Tom 
View Site before moving on to the main course, a 
delicious goulash, that was hosted in the home of Daria 
Gorbaszewicz and then dessert at the Millers’ home. 
Breakfast on Sunday was at Cheerio Gardens and 
included a quick visit to the Haenertsburg clubhouse.

WEEKEND RAID IN LIMPOPO
Raiding is a great way for clubs to connect, share ideas and get to know each other. 

FIND A CLUB
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD!

Get Rotary’s free Club Locator app and find a meeting wherever you go!

Don’t see your club? Check the Club Locator at www.rotary.org to confirm that RI has the full address of your  
meeting location. Make updates online through Member Access or e-mail data@rotary.org.
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TOTAL GIVING OVER FIVE YEARS 
BY DOLLAR AMOUNT

Top countries and geographical areas

UNITED STATES     
$395 699 358* JAPAN

$84 467 802

KOREA
$79 249 818

CANADA     
$40 799 946
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$53 105 767
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Area of focus                                        Total funding

FIVE YEARS OF GLOBAL GRANTS 
BY AREA OF FOCUS

Basic education and literacy $53 261 360
Community economic development $54 118 305
Disease prevention and treatment $151 761 859
Maternal and child health $35 233 163
Peacebuilding and conflict prevention $18 659 168
Water, sanitation and hygiene $100 657 464

2018-19 TOTAL EXPENDITURES
$335 (in millions)

 

 PolioPlus  $151

 Global Grants  $87

 District Grants  $26
 Rotary Peace Centres  $5
 Other grants  $12

 Programme operations  $20

 Fund development  $19
 General administration  $15

The Rotary Foundation is 
recognised as one of the most 
effective and well-managed 
charitable organisations in the 
world, with 12 consecutive 
four-star ratings from Charity 
Navigator and an A-plus rating 
from CharityWatch. We know 
that the Foundation is helping 
Rotarians do good in the world, 
but it can be difficult to convey 
the full scope of its work.  
So we’ve put together some  
figures from the past five years 
- 2014/15 through to 2018/19 -  
to tell the story of the generosity 
of Rotarians and the good 
work that the Foundation 
supports. November is Rotary 
Foundation Month; to make a 
contribution, go to 
rotary.org/donate.

*In addition, in the past five years 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
has contributed matching funds in the 
amount of $409 million.

A Foundation to  build on
IN DETAIL
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November is Foundation Month 
and a good time to learn a little 

more about our Foundation’s 
grant funding and 

Areas of Focus
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Let’s begin with a little background on the Area of 
Focus Review Committee. When Future Vision Pilot 
for the ‘new’ grant models was launched in 2010, 
we felt the Six Areas of Focus should be reviewed 
in nine years to ensure our goals were on track and 
we were listening to the feedback from Rotarians 
in the field.  

I am a member of the review committee and we 
worked closely with each of the Rotary Area of Focus 
Managers to ensure that we received knowledgeable 
and relevant feedback, as well as recommendations, 
regarding changes we may need to consider.  The 
anticipated results of any such changes had to be 
in the best interest of Rotarians and their projects, 
while complying with The Rotary Foundation (TRF) 
guidelines.  

In the end, we heard you! We listened closely as 
Rotarians said we needed a simplified policy, more 
clarification and the inclusion of environmental issues. 
Taking all this into account, we, the committee and the 
managers, formulated an outcome that we are all very 
pleased with and we trust that you will be as well. You 
may be equally pleased to learn that in many cases our 
Areas of Focus are more closely aligned with the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

Here is a summary of the changes and/or additions 
to each of our Areas of Focus.

Basic Education & Literacy (BEL) 
Policy Statement Changes

Most changes to the BEL Policy Statements were 
made to clarify how the Secretariat evaluates Global 
Grants. These changes will assist Rotarians as they 
formulate their projects.

Parameters for Eligibility
• Based on feedback from Rotarians, early childhood 

education is now eligible for Global Grant funding, 
as long as the proposed projects meet sustainability 
requirements.  

• Adult literacy is no longer limited to reading. The 
global education sector recognises literacy as 
achieving reading, writing and numeracy (counting, 
simple math) skills.

• Throughout the document, we have replaced the 
term teacher training with professional development. 
We also provided specific areas where we expect to 
see such development to shift focus to pedagogical 

training (the theory and practice of learning, as well 
as how this process influences and is influenced by, 
the social, political and psychological development 
of learners). This will discourage projects which 
only include maintenance or usage training.

• We added specific mention that TRF supports 
projects working with developmentally and 
physically disabled people to increase appropriate 
academic achievement.  

• More specifications regarding what’s ineligible for 
purchase only for projects considered outside the 
scope of BEL.

CED Policy Statement Changes 
The title of this area of focus was changed from 

Economic and Community Development to Community 
Economic Development (CED) to align the title with 
the content of the policy and reduce inaccurate 
interpretations. 

New policy goals have been added to: 
• Highlight women/class-economic equality 

opportunities.
• Support renewable energy and resource 

conservation management projects.
• Encourage resilience and adaptation to 

environmental and climatic change projects.
• Inspire Rotarians to support communities in 

conservation resource management skills if 
requested.

• Allow clubs to support basic emergency 
preparedness opportunities if clear needs have 
been detected. 

The new policy also clarifies when community 
infrastructures and equipment may be eligible, as well as 
what may not be eligible, if it does not take into account 
the economic aspects. Also added to the criteria are  
new areas like renewable energy, resilience-planning, 
environment issues and preparedness as eligible 
criteria for CED scholarships. 

Disease Prevention and Treatment 
Policy Statement Changes

We have now provided additional detail regarding 
the overall goal and tactics for investment.

A conversation with Rotary Foundation Trustee

Brenda Cressey
Changes to our six Areas of Focus were implemented at the beginning of the Rotary year to enhance and 
streamline our grants processes. This month, she spoke to Rotary Africa and shared more about these 
changes and how they will benefit our grant applications and projects
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Parameters of Eligibility:

1. Communicable Diseases
Medical Equipment projects: Medical equipment supply 
projects are one of the more popular project types and 
the previous stipulations were not clear enough and 
created misunderstandings.
This project type has new levels of required conditions.  
Rotarians will now have to ensure that: 

• Equipment meets technology standards.
• An environmental assessment for the machinery 

location is provided.
• Training, operations and maintenance schedules 

are supplied. 
• A security system and statement of ownership are 

provided.
An exciting addition is that of the recognition of a 

new qualifying type of project: projects supporting  the 
implementation and operations of a disease surveillance 
system. This means that funding can now be granted 
for laboratory equipment, communication technology 
and the training of personnel. 

2. Non-communicable Disease
Changes to this section include:
• Projects providing life-saving surgeries must now 

include beneficiary assessments and follow up care 
protocols. 

• Projects designed to prevent traffic-related injuries 
must demonstrate measurable reductions in such 
injuries.0

• Vocational Training Team (VTT) members must 
provide documentation certifying their technical area/
specific professional level of expertise, corresponding 
licensures, work experience and so forth. 

Project types not eligible for TRF funding are:
• Stand-alone, non-medical equipment projects 

including solar panels.
• Medical missions or surgical team trips that don’t 

provide educational outreach programmes or 
significant in-country capacity building.

• Eco-stoves.
• Nutrition programmes unless targeted towards clinical 

malnutrition or interventions in the first 1 000 days.
• Nonconventional or alternative therapies for treatment 

of physical and mental disabilities.

Maternal and Child Health 
Policy Statement Changes

The Introduction paragraph now provides more detail 
on overall goals and tactics for investment. Reducing the 
neonatal/newborn mortality rate has been added to the 
goals.
Parameters of Eligibility now state that:

Medical Equipment projects and Vocational Training 
Team documentation: The same stipulations as those 
added to communicable diseases in the aforementioned 
Disease Prevention and Treatment Policy Statement 
Changes.

Projects Not Eligible for Funding Include: 
• General feeding and garden projects and school- 

based nutrition projects.
• Eco-stoves projects.
• Playgrounds and general childhood exercise and 

wellness projects.
• Nonconventional or alternative therapies for 

treatment of physical and mental disabilities.
• Projects for adolescents (sexual and reproductive 

health) unless owned and implemented within the 
formal public or private health care system.

Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention (PCP) 
Policy Statement Changes

Title changed from Peace and conflict prevention/
resolution to Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention 
(PCP). This reflects Rotary’s commitment to creating 
more peaceful communities through our peacebuilding 
projects, as we work on conflict prevention by building 
environments in which peace will thrive.

We have highlighted ways Rotarians can work within 
PCP to improve dialogue and community dynamics 
over environmental conflict. These include projects that 
address human management and agreements over 
natural resources.

We have created more specific language around 
what is eligible for workshops, trainings and youth 
programming (introducing Positive Peace as a key 
concept and emphasising capacity building).  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
Policy Statement Changes

The title was changed from Water and Sanitation to 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH). Sanitation is 
now defined as the provision of facilities and services 
for the safe management of human excreta from the 
toilet to containment and storage and treatment onsite 
or conveyance, treatment and eventual safe end use 
or disposal.

Other changes include the addition of strategic 
advocacy initiatives with local decision-makers as a 
proposed eligible activity type. Clarification has been 
added to the WASH policy statements and eligibility 
criteria of opportunities for Rotarians to engage in 
environmental approaches to WASH. This includes 
protection of water sources, watershed management 
(erosion control practices, riparian restoration, 
rainwater harvesting and so forth), pollution reduction 
and wastewater reuse. 

The term hygiene education and promotion has 
been clarified as a means to create behavior change 
and activities only centred on knowledge transfer/
acquisition and one-time hygiene trainings are not 
eligible. Greater emphasis was also placed on the 
need of all projects to build the capacity of communities 
and/or governments to manage and finance water and 
sanitation systems.

Please feel free to send feedback or questions to: 
Rotary Foundation Trustee Brenda Cressey at  

Brenda.cressey@rotary.org
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The first Rotary club in Nigeria, the Rotary Club of 
Kano, was chartered with the assistance of Rotarian 
Vuilleumier on 28 April 1961. At the same time, 
the Rotary Club of Lagos was being established 
by Rotarian SL Edu and Simeon Adebo and was 
admitted into the Rotary family on 30 May 1961. 
The Rotary Club of Ibadan followed as 
the third club in Nigeria when it was 
chartered in November 1961.

Prior to 1961, Nigerians 
had been exposed to Rotary and 
Rotarians during the course of 
their travels abroad. So it was 
no surprise then that the first set 
of Nigerian Rotarians were well-
travelled business executives, 
professionals and civil servants who 
were already familiar with the ideals 
of Rotary.

The establishment of these pioneer 
clubs followed the Rotary International 
procedures of forming clubs with members 
who were active in their communities and from 
various vocational classifications.

Consequently, charter members of these clubs were 
very distinguished citizens of the communities and 
above all were imbued with the desire to serve. The 
news of the zeal with which they worked for Rotary 
spread far and contributed to the efforts put in by other 
RI Special Representatives to form five more clubs 
between 1961 and 1967.

It should also be noted that expatriate Rotarians in 
the country contributed to the growth of Rotary. They 
came out to make friends, enjoy fellowship, expand 
their businesses and contribute to the development of 
the communities where they lived and worked. These 
pioneer clubs still exist and are formidable pillars of 
Rotary in Nigeria.

In the early years, the administration of Rotary 
clubs in Nigeria was the responsibility of the zone 
representatives appointed by Rotary International. 
They included Rotarian Jack Farnsworth (1968/69), 
Rotarian Bayo Braithwathe (1969/70), Rotarian Inder 
Baker (1970/71), Rotarian Anofi S Guobadia (1971/72) 
and Rotarian Philip Dudeney (1972/73).

The growth of Rotary in Nigeria can be linked in its 
early years to its introduction to West Africa in 1939 

through the charter of the Rotary Club of Abidjan, Cote 
D’Ivoire. By 1973, the number of Rotary clubs in West 
Africa had reached 33 and warranted the creation of a 
District. So, District 210 was established to administer 
the clubs in West Africa.

Rotary in Nigeria holds another prestigious 
accolade. From its membership came the 

first African President and Foundation 
Trustee Chair of Rotary International, 

Jonathan Babatunde Majiyagbe, 
a member of the country’s oldest 
club, the Rotary Club of Kano. 
His journey up the tiers of Rotary 
leadership began with his term in 

office as governor of District 910 
in 1981/82 before being appointed 
as a Rotary Director in 1988. 
Majiyagbe made history when 

he served as Rotary President in 
2003/04.

 Another prominent Nigerian Rotarian 
was Chief Anofi Salawu Guobadia, who passed 

away on 31 August 2013 in Florida, USA, at the 
age of 90. Chief Guobadia chartered the Rotary Club 
in Ibadan in 1961, when he returned to Nigeria after 
completing his electrical engineering studies at the 
Regent Polytechnic, London. He was the development 
engineer for Redifussion (Nigeria) Limited, in charge 
of the then Western Region. In 1963 he founded the 
Maiden Electronics Works Limited and soon became 
one of the nation’s captains of industry. Chief Goubadia 
served on the boards of numerous companies in various 
sectors including banking, insurance, agriculture, 
retail, trading, healthcare and manufacturing. From 
1971-1975, he was the deputy president of the Lagos 
Chamber of Commerce and Industries.

A committed conservationist and philanthropist, 
he founded the Anofi & Grace Guobadia Foundation, 
which awards scholarships to indigent girls for primary, 
secondary and tertiary schooling, as well as the 
learners of Pacelli School of the Blind, a school which 
was supported by his wife, Dr Grace Guobadia.

He also served as a trustee of the World Wildlife 
Fund for Nature (WWF International) and a member 
of the founding trustees of the Nigerian Conservation 
Foundation (NCF).

Source: rotary9110.org

ROTARY ARRIVES IN NIGERIA
As Africa celebrates the centennial of the arrival of Rotary on the 

continent in April 1921, the Rotary Club of Kano will celebrate its 60th 
charter anniversary. This was the first club chartered in Nigeria
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Excitement is building as the centennial of the charter of the first Rotary Club in Africa approaches. 
Past RI Director Sam Okudzeto, of the Rotary Club of Accra (D9102, Ghana) and Past RI President and 
Past Foundation Trustee Chair Jonathan B Majiyagbe, of the Rotary Club of Kano (D9125, Nigeria) were 
excited to hear more about the 2021 Centennial Celebration plans from DGE Annemarie Mostert, of the 
Rotary E-Club of Southern Africa D9400, who is heading up the organising committee. 

Vice-President of RI, Yinka Babalola (of the 
Rotary Club of Trans Amadi, D9140, Nigeria) 
with the centennial information booklet that 
was presented to the district governors 
and other dignitaries at the Rotary Zone 22 
Institute in Egypt.

DGN Stella Anyangwe and DGE Annemarie Mostert of 
District 9400 presenting RI President-Elect Holger Knaack 
(centre) with his copy of Rotary’s Africa Centennial 
Celebration booklet.

At the Rotary Institute in Egypt last month, organising committee chair 
DGE Annemarie Mostert’s presentation of the planning for the African 

Centennial celebrations was received with enthusiasm. 
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By Peter Sharples, Interact Chair District 9350

Eighty years ago, on 1 September 1939, Germany 
invaded Poland. The Nazi propagandists wrongly 
claimed that the invasion was a defensive action 
as Poland had been colluding with the French 
and English in a plan to surround and dismember 
Germany. The Nazis also claimed that the Poles had 
been victimising and terrorising ethnic Germans. To 
add credibility to these claims, the SS and German 
military staged a fake Polish attack on a German 
radio station. This marked the start of World War II.

Two years earlier, the National Socialist Party (the 
Nazi party) had decreed that Nazi party membership 
was not compatible with Rotary membership and by 31 
December 1937, party members had to withdraw from 
Rotary.  As a result, the clubs in Germany and in Danzig 
were officially disbanded. The trend continued as the 
German war machine rolled through Europe and at the 
January 1941 board meeting, the RI Board officially 
recognised the dissolution of Rotary clubs in Poland 
and other European countries.

In August 1944, 31 and 34 Squadron of the South 
African Air Force took part in the long-range airlift of 
supplies to the Polish Home Army in Warsaw. The 
Warsaw Airlift was a British-led operation to resupply 
the besieged Polish resistance Home Army in the 
Warsaw Uprising against Nazi Germany after nearby 
Soviet forces chose not to come to its aid. It took place 
between 4 August and 28 September 1944 and was 
conducted by Polish, British, Canadian, Australian, New 
Zealand and South African airmen flying from Celone 
and Brindisi in Italy and denied flyover rights from their 
Soviet allies, who shot at them when the planes entered 
Soviet airspace. 

Allied aircraft dropped a total of 370 tons of supplies 
in the course of the two months of operations, of which 

at least half fell into German hands. An estimated 360 
airmen died; 168 were buried in the Allied Airmen’s 
Cemetery in Krakow, Poland. Eighty of those graves 
belong to South Africans. The mission was extremely 
dangerous as pilots had to expertly fly their bombers 
at rooftop levels to drop the canisters at near-stalling 
speed. 

Fast forward to August 1962, the war was over but 
Poland had remained a communist state. Igo “Nito” 
Nitoslawski, a member of the Rotary Club of Goodwood, 
visited Poland. There he met a man who had kept a pre-
war banner from his former Rotary club, the Rotary Club 
of Warsaw, hidden away. 

This was the only known banner of the Rotary Club 

A chance encounter at a D9350 
Interact training session and an almost 

unbelievable tale linking the Rotary 
Club of Goodwood and Poland, led to a 
lot of research and the uncovering of a 

remarkable Rotary story

WHEN 
LEGENDS 
ARE TRUE

The original banner was found and returned to the 
Rotary Club of Warsaw.
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of Warsaw still in existence and Nito was asked to take 
the banner back to South Africa to ensure its safe-
keeping. Ever since the Warsaw Airlift, Poles had held 
South Africans in high esteem and the former Rotarian 
felt a South African would keep the treasured banner 
safe.

After Nito returned home, three copies of the banner 
were made. One was sent to Rotary Headquarters in 
Evanston and one to the SAAF Museum.

On 27 November 1989, 50 years after Rotary had 
left Poland, the Rotary Club of Warsaw was chartered 
at a glittering ceremony in the Royal Castle. This was 
also the year that the third copy of the original banner 
was given to the club by PDG Michael Johnson of the 
Rotary Club of Kromboom. Johnson was one of the 400 
Rotarians and guests who attended the charter event at 
which Rotary clubs from 16 countries were represented.

Nearly twelve years passed and in September 1997, 
Ray Zazeraj of the Rotary Club of Newlands visited 
Poland to see his brother Vic, who was South Africa’s 
Ambassador to Poland. During a visit to the Rotary Club 
of Warsaw, the Polish Rotarians shared a story, which 
they believed to be a myth, about a pre-war banner 
being given to a South African for safekeeping. 

In late December 1997, Ralph Johansson (a former 

member of Goodwood who had emigrated to Australia), 
was on holiday in Hermanus and enjoying a braai with 
Past Presidents ‘Oom Johnny’ van Niekerk and Andre 
Minne of the Rotary Club of Goodwood. When the 
conversation drifted to the topic of the Warsaw banner, 
Johansson said that the banner was stored with his will, 
in the safe at his Sea Point flat. 

In February 1998, Ray Zazeraj and PP Harry Braun 
(Rotary Club of Cape Town) made an appeal in Rotary 
Africa asking for information about the Warsaw banner. 
Oom Johnny read the article and faxed a copy of it to 
Johansson in Sydney, Australia. Johansson recognised 
the surname Zazeraj, as his mentor in South Africa was 
Nedrico Montelini whose daughter married Ambassador 
Vic Zazeraj. 

Letters were exchanged and the Warsaw club 
asked if the banner could be returned. In his letter to 
Johansson, the ambassador wrote, “If you are prepared 
to bring the banner back to Poland, I can assure you 
it will be quite an event. The Rotary leaders I have 
spoken to were stunned to learn that the banner is in 
safe hands, stored in Cape Town. They would like to 
arrange a ceremonial handing-over of the banner, with 
all the pomp, bells and whistles they can muster. My 
impression is that it will be an emotional homecoming. 

A copy of the article 
printed in Rotary 
Africa by Rotarian 
Ray Zazeraj who 
was trying to locate 
the original pre-war 
banner after being 
told the ‘legend’ 
during a visit to 
Warsaw.
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They would also want you to be there.”
On Tuesday 10 November 1998, 36 years after 

the precious banner was sent to South Africa for 
safekeeping, it was returned to its club by the three 
Rotarians from Goodwood.

It was with much excitement that these three 
Goodwood Rotarians (Ralph Johansson, Oom Johnnie 

van Niekerk and Andre Minne) returned the banner 
to the Warsaw Club on Tuesday 10 November 1998. 
Minne said the return of the original banner was such 
an emotional event for the Poles that grown men were 
weeping. This occasion was reported on two Polish TV 
programmes and was briefly mentioned on the South 
African TV show, Carte Blanche.

Air routes followed during the 1944 Warsaw Airlift. 
Black routes used by RAF, Polish and SAAF 
flights. Blue routes used by USAAF

Together, the two SAAF Squadrons flew nearly 200 
11-hour flights to Warsaw, flying over occupied 
territory during the daylight hours so that they 
would arrive after dark.

In the June 2004 Military History Journal of the 
South African Military History Society, Dr Pieter Moller 
described the South African role in the airlift as “one 
of the most outstanding accomplishments in South 
Africa’s military history.” These flights built a cultural 
bond between Poland and South Africa that still exists 
today. Every September, the Polish community in South 
Africa gathers in Johannesburg to commemorate the 
brave contribution of the aircrews of the South African 
Air Force who gallantly flew to the aid of their country.

The Liberator bomber, the South African aircraft 
used in this exercise, could carry only a small amount of 
ammunition and arms during the flight and the normal 
calculated fuel reserve was dropped from 25 to nine 
percent. 

In his paper, Dr Moller wrote: “The risk of enemy 
fire or interception over such a long flight distance 
caused great stress and anxiety amongst the aircrew. 
Many aircraft were damaged so badly that they had to 
carry out forced landings. Others were shot down by 
night-fighters or anti-aircraft guns. For most of the flight, 
navigators were unable to communicate with radio 
transmission from ground stations, owing to these being 
out of range. Pilots had to be on the alert to spot high 
mountain ranges.

“On reaching the Vistula, the aircrews would become 
aware of a dim glow on the horizon. As they approached, 
it would slowly become bigger until it developed into a 
bright inferno. This was Warsaw burning. Owing to the 
thermal effects of the fires in the burning city, the aircraft 
would shake wildly as they flew over at approximately 

350 metres. The hot air and smoke inside the aircraft 
would become almost intolerable. The fires that lit the 
sky would make the aircraft easy targets for enemy 
machine guns positioned on the rooftops. Pilots might 
be blinded by searchlights. The air would be streaked 
with tracer bullets, and when a Liberator exploded after 
a direct hit, it would appear as a small spark against the 
fiery background.

“When a Liberator commanded by Lieutenant RR 
Klette arrived over Warsaw, it was immediately caught 
in the bright beams of searchlights for approximately 
fifteen seconds and bombarded by anti-aircraft 
batteries. Bullets penetrated the fuselage and caused 
several onboard fires. Three of the four engines were 
hit and burst into flames, causing a severe fire which 
threatened to destroy the fuselage. The damaged 
engines were switched off and the fire-extinguishing 
systems switched on. The pilot succeeded, with great 
difficulty, in flying away from Warsaw in a south-easterly 
direction. As their altitude was too low, it was impossible 
for the crew to use their parachutes. They were still 
flying over densely built-up areas when a clearing 
suddenly appeared and Lt Klette decided to use the 
opportunity to make a forced landing. The Liberator 

THE 
WARSAW 
AIRLIFT
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The Rotary Club of Knights Pendragon (D9400) celebrated the 30th anniversary of its charter with a 
black-tie dinner. The club, chartered on 29 June 1989 with 33 members drawn from former Round Table 
members of the Eastern Witwatersrand area, shares its charter date with the Rotary Clubs of Warsaw and 
Moscow which were chartered after the fall of communism. Charter President Lu Petra was a key driver 
in the formation of Knights Pendragon and the director of many successful charity projects. He was 
recognised at the dinner for his contribution to the club and made an honorary member.

finally landed on its fuselage and scraped forward over 
the ground for several hundred metres. To the crew’s 
amazement, they found that they had landed in the 
middle of Warsaw’s main airfield, which was not in use 
at the time. None of them were injured.

“Another outstanding example of bravery was that 
of Liberator KG 872 V, commanded by Captain WE 
Senn. It was hit by anti-aircraft fire, and Captain Senn 
was seriously wounded in the thigh. The mid-upper 
gunner was hit in the hand. The rudder control cable 
of the Liberator was damaged; the elevator control was 
partially cut; and the hydraulic mechanism of the nose 
wheel was put out of action. Fuel began to leak, which 
increased the fire hazard. Instruments, as well as the 
intercom system, were put out of action. Meanwhile, the 
tail gunner continued firing at the searchlights and shot 
out four of them. Captain Senn gave the preliminary 
order to the crew to prepare to jump. They did not 
realise that he had been wounded, and would therefore 
crash with the aircraft. The buckle of his parachute 
had been shattered. A fire broke out in the navigational 
compartment shortly afterwards, but was extinguished 
by the crew. One of the fuel tanks was shot to pieces, 
which forced the pilot to reduce speed in order to save 
fuel. This increased the danger of being shot down.

“The 1 450 kilometre flight home, without maps and 
using only the automatic rudder control, was extremely 
stressful. The Liberator reached the Danube at 
daybreak, and went on to land safely at Foggia. Captain 
Senn’s crew was at no stage aware that he had been 
wounded.

“Lt JC Groenewald was co-pilot of a Liberator on its 
second flight to Warsaw on 16 August 1944. Of all the 
narrow escapes during these sorties, his experience 
was certainly among the most surprising and dramatic. 
His Liberator reached Warsaw just after midnight. 
During the flight over the burning city, the aircraft was 

caught by searchlights and engaged by anti-aircraft fire. 
Hit several times, it soon became engulfed in flames. 
The pilot, Major IJM Odendaal, ordered the crew to 
bail out. As Groenewald grabbed his parachute, the 
Liberator was hit once again, and virtually blew up. 
Groenewald was hurled into the air by the violence of the 
explosion. He found himself falling with his parachute 
still clasped like a suitcase in his hand. Fortunately, 
he kept his presence of mind and managed to fasten 
the parachute to its harness and pull the rip-chord. He 
landed uninjured, except for burns to his face and arms.

“Using the parachute as a blanket to keep warm, Lt 
Groenewald spent the rest of the night in the German-
controlled area at the spot where he had landed. At 
daybreak, he succeeded in stumbling to a farmstead, 
about two kilometres away. There, a sympathetic 
Pole took care of him and hid him under some hay. 
He was taken by horse-cart to a well-equipped little 
hospital, run by an old professor who had earlier been 
a lecturer at Warsaw University. Nurses, disguised as 
farm labourers, manned the hospital. Groenewald was 
treated there for ten days, during which several skin 
grafts were performed on him by a Polish surgeon. 
When he had completely recovered, he was provided 
with false identity documents and, disguised as an 
old Polish farm labourer who was too old for military 
service, he worked on a farm as a foreman. His new 
name was Jan Galles.

“Later, Groenewald joined the Polish partisans and 
fought with them against the Germans. In February 
1945, six months after his Liberator had been shot down, 
Russian divisions reached the area where Groenewald 
fought. He was taken to Moscow, where he was handed 
over to the British Military Legation. From there, he was 
able to send a cable to his wife, who had been receiving 
a pension from the widow’s fund for several months.”

Courtsey: South African Military History Society
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PDG Geeta Manek (D9212, Kenya) has been elected 
as a Rotary Foundation Trustee. Her Rotary journey 
began when she joined the Rotary Club of Muthaiga 
in 1997 and served as president in the 2003/04 
Rotary year. She served as Governor of District 
9200 in 2012/2013. 

Born in Nyahururu, Kenya, Manek studied in the 
UK, majoring in business studies, and while interning 
abroad she acquired an aptitude for entrepreneurship. 
Currently, she manages the family business with 
interests from retail to Real Estate.

She has also held many other country and district 
portfolios within Rotary, District GSE Officer, District 
Annual Giving Officer, Assistant Governor and Country 
Chair Kenya and oversaw the re-districting of D9200 
into D9211 and D9212. As a passionate advocate for 
polio eradication, Manek joined the massive polio public 
relations campaign, Kick Polio Out of Africa, as Kenya 
Coordinator and raised substantial funding. She is also 

passionate about mentorship and has enjoyed nurturing 
and organising young Rotarians while providing 
encouragement and guidance. These days she recruits 
young Rotarians, who ask what keeps her in Rotary. 
Manek tells them that in a country where national 
politics are very divisive, Rotary is completely non-
political. She tells them it’s a place where, as a minority, 
she is fully accepted. She tells them that Rotary allows 
her to “reach the heights I would not have reached if I 
was not part of it.” As GSE officer, she ensured the well-
being of many in-bound teams and exchange students 
often accommodating them in her own home as well as 
working with many outbound teams. 

Manek has also served as Rotary Coordinator for 
Zone 20A, as a member of various Rotary committees 
and is currently chair of the Rotary Joint Committee on 
Partnerships. She is a Rotary Foundation Benefactor of 
the Permanent Fund, a Bequest Society Member and 
an Arch Klumph Society Member.

OUR NEWLY-ELECTED TRUSTEE
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NO ONE GETS LEFT BEHIND
It was not all about long days at faraway sites. 
This year Rotary Family Health Days also reached 
out to marginalised people who struggle to access 
healthcare for reasons ranging from finances to 
working hours and to discrimination.

The night before the formal launch of Rotary 
Family Health Days in Limpopo, health officials, police 
officers and other volunteers headed out to meet 
with sex workers, transgender people, gay men and 
mineworkers.

Services were offered and a meal was shared, 
which facilitated interesting conversations and broke 
down many barriers and shattered preconceptions. For 
many present it was heartbreaking to hear that the sex 
workers desperately wanted “to go to school and get 
an education” so that they would not have to do what 
they do! 

The people who were met during these evening 
rollouts received counselling, screenings and other 
health services.

At the launch event the following day, the South 
African Deputy Minister of Health, Dr Joe Phaahla, 
and Limpopo MEC for Health, Dr Phophi Ramathuba, 
emphasised the importance of regular health 
screenings, a healthy lifestyle and responsible health 
management.

Dr Ramathuba reminded the audience that her 
department is the “Department of Health not Disease” 
and urged people to adopt a healthy lifestyle and 

behaviorial changes, have regular screenings and 
testings and not to wait until they were seriously ill 
before seeking medical treatment. 

Delegates also reminded the audience that there are 
thousands of ‘missing’ TB patients who need to return to 
their nearest hospital or clinic to resume treatment and 
stop the spread of TB.

The Gift of the Givers Foundation, one of the project 
partners, provided more than 1 000 care packages, 
containing toiletries, cleaning products and other 
necessities, for each of the learners of a nearby high 
school.

The site, situated not far from Dilokeng Hospital, 
was managed by the Rotary Club of Pietersburg 100 
(D9400). The club also ensured that meals were 
provided for the department officials working at the site 
and arranged the lunch for the launch VIPs.

TB screening and testing, HIV counselling and 
testing, vitamin A supplementation; blood pressure, 
cholesterol and immunisation services among others 
were provided to the public. The health screening 
was aimed at encouraging individuals, families and 
communities to undergo regular free health screening 
and testing services provided by the department and 
NGOs across the country. This year’s campaign was 
also aimed at accelerating the screening and testing for 
HIV, TB, sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) including hypertension 
and diabetes.
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The Gift of the Givers Team who presented the donation of care packages to the school children.

Deputy Minister of Health, Dr 
Joe Phaahla, is known for his 
support of the programme and 
reminded the audience of the 
importance of healthy lifestyle 
and behaviour.

Some of the service providers 
before the official launch.

Renee Chetty (back), of Abbott, a diagnostics, medical devices, nutrition 
and branded generic pharmaceuticals company, and her team provided 
Hepatitis testing at the launch site and training for medical staff.
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The launch site 
was managed by 
the Rotary Club of 
Pietersburg 100 
(D9400). At the 
site are Rotarians 
Clive Baragwanath 
(left)and Horst 
Meyer (right). 
With them is PDG 
Grant Daly, who is 
also the chair of 
the Rotarians for 
Family Health and 
AIDS Prevention 
Southern Africa 
NPC Board of 
Directors.

At the launch are Rotarians For Family 
Health and AIDS Prevention (RFHA) 
Inc board members PDG Greg Cryer, 
Tasbih Hussain (Bangladesh) and 
RFHA chairman of the board, PDG 
Sandra McKersey (New Zealand). 
McKersey believes that this programme 
is something which can benefit the 
whole world and said that even if only 
one person was reached during the 
programme, that in itself would be 
a success. It is hoped that the next 
country to launch Rotary Family Health 
Days will be Bangladesh. 

Get Down Productions NPO 
staged an incredibly funny 
and informative show at 
the launch. This talented 
group, through the support 
of its partners, including 
the National Department 
of Health, National 
Lotteries Commission and 
the Limpopo Provincial 
Department of Sport, 
Arts and Culture, has 
managed to reach more 
than half a million people 
in various communities 
across South Africa and to 
share valuable information 
about issues such as HIV 
and AIDS, Road Safety, 
TB, Non-Communicable 
Diseases Awareness and 
Interventions.
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Rotary Family Health Days debuted in Lesotho last 
month thanks to Rotarians from Rotary Clubs of 
Maseru and Maloti who were assisted by the Rotary 
Clubs of Ficksburg and Ladybrand (D9370), as well 
as the Rotary E-Club of Greater Cape Town (D9350). 

The activities were planned and implemented with 
the full support of King Letsie III, the Patron of The 
Rotary Club of Maloti. His Majesty was also the keynote 
speaker at the initiative’s launch in August. Rotary 
Family Health Days Lesotho also acted as a pilot project 
with the aim of developing a platform to extend RFHA 
activities to other Southern African countries.

Run in partnership with AHF (AIDS Healthcare 
Foundation) Southern Africa, the Lesotho Ministry of 
Health and other health partners, including the United 
States Government through the PEPFAR and the 
Centres for Disease Control (CDC), more than 2 300 
services were provided to nearly 2 000 people.

Three sites, Thetsane Office Park grounds, Joseph’s 
Hospital in Roma and Ha Nyene Maputsoe in Leribe, 

Rotary Family Health Days is a programme of Rotarians for Family Health and AIDS Prevention (RFHA) 
Inc, a Rotarian Action Group and run in partnership with Rotary clubs, government departments, NGOs, 
the private sector and other stakeholders. 
Photos: AHF Southern Africa

The aim of the programme is to bring free, 
comprehensive and holistic healthcare services to 
people in disadvantaged communities (both rural 
and urban) outside of normal health care facilities.

LESOTHO 
LAUNCH

provided services that included HIV counselling, testing 
and treatment, screening and treatment for sexually 
transmitted illnesses. In addition TB screening, blood 
pressure checks, diabetes screening, immunisations, 
polio vaccinations and family planning services were 
also provided.
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Deep in the hills of rural Zululand is the 
Gobandlovu Private School. Most of the children 
who attend the school are orphans living with 
illiterate grandparents who speak only Zulu. 

The school is private, but follows the government 
curriculum. Children are taught in English, as the 
school believes this will better equip them to capitalise 
on future opportunities and will also help provide 
them with a better standard of education. For these 
children, English is a foreign language and therefore, 
access to English reading material is essential.

The Rotary Club of Empangeni (D9370) decided 
to help the school. Using funds raised through 
its annual Connection Ride in conjunction with a 
contribution from the neighbouring Kube Yini Private 
Game Reserve shareholders, the club converted 
a classroom into a library. A room divider was built 
to split the library from the classroom. Recycled 
shelving was used and a computer corner was added 
in anticipation of an IT centre being built.

Legal Wise in Empangeni donated the shelving 
and carpet tiles for the library. The brother of the 
school’s founder, Petrus Donda laid the carpet tiles 
and replastered and painted the walls. Rotarians 
Graham Gray and Wally Brook played a vital role in 
the structural development of the library, building and 
installing the shelving. Digby Cyrus gave his unfailing 
support and time to this project and the Rotary Club 
of Mtunzini supplied the books.

The classroom that was converted to include the new school library. 

The room was divided and recycled shelving was 
installed.

The completed divider and shelves. Carpet tiles were 
laid and the walls were replastered and painted as 
well.

CYCLE OF 
LEARNING

ROTARIANS AT WORK
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Members of the Rotary Club of 
Fourways Main Reef (D9400) 
approached their project to 
celebrate Literacy Month with a 
‘Go Big or Go Home’ attitude.

The Rotarians launched a One 
Million Rand initiative to uplift 74 
pre-schools in Diepsloot Gauteng. 
Motivated by their project’s Play to 
Learn motto, the members distributed 
a million rands worth of LEGO to the 
Diepsloot schools. This was followed 
by a three-day training session, 
run by Rotarians Akim Zulu and 
Christopher Thompson, which taught 
the educators how to effectively play 
with LEGO while helping children to 
express themselves and improve 
their motor, basic number and colour 
skills through play.

This was phase one of the 
programme and workshops will be 
held each month to monitor the 
progress of the beneficiary schools. 
These monthly workshops will also 
be used to introduce more schools to 
the programme.  

R1 MILLION 
INITIATIVE
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Honolulu, Hawaii, USA | 6-10 June 2020 
Register today at riconvention.org

HONOLULU
HAWAII 2020

Discover

Aloha
through Culture

This month Leolin Petersen (12) is competing in 
the Gymnastics World Championships in Tokyo, 
partly thanks to the support of the Rotary Club of 
Plettenberg Bay (D9350).  

After hearing of her talent and the opportunity to 
represent South Africa, the club decided to step in and 
help raise the funds needed to send the local athlete 
to the world champs. The Rotary Bonanza was held 
at the Plettenberg Bay Country Club. More than 200 
guests attended to support her and the club presented 
a donation of R16 000 to the gymnast and her mother, 
Helen Bezuidenhout. 

To thank the club and its guests for their support, 
Pietersen demonstrated her skills with a routine that 
included a few impressive backflips. She made such an 
impression that many of the guests took her mother’s 
contact details and promised to contribute towards the 
remaining costs.

OFF TO 
TOKYO

Leolin Petersen, South African gymnast, with 
President Neville Henley and her proud mom, 

Helen Bezuidenhout.



34 | Rotary Africa ∙ November 2019

“Most of the time, we had to wait until we got home 
to use the toilet or if we were really desperate, we 
had to use dilapidated toilets. Every month we 
were forced to stay home from school during our 
periods,” said Andricia Pillay, a Grade 10 learner at 
Phoenix Secondary School after the Rotary Club of 
Durban Clairwood Park (D9370) donated new toilet 
facilities to her school.

Andile Zungu, another Grade 10 pupil learner, 
agreed. “The previous toilets were terrible. Most were 
not in working condition, could not flush and would 
create a terrible smell,” she said.

The new toilets and safe drinking water facilities 
were provided using a Global Grant from the Rotary 
Foundation. The Rotary Club of Durban Clairwood 
Park undertook this project as its members believe that 
better sanitation and hygiene education in schools will 
improve overall health and education of the learners, 
thereby improving education, attendance and academic 
performance.

This cycle of opportunity began in June 2017, when 
Jim and JoAnn O’Meara, of the Rotary Clubs of Carlsbad 
and El Camino Real (Oceanside), District 5340, visited 
the school with then-president Sarita Sirohi (Durban 
Clairwood Park).

They noticed that as the school’s water and 
sanitation facilities were dilapidated, the children did not 
have adequate access to basic facilities such as toilets, 
change rooms and safe drinking water.

Schools are a key factor for initiating change by 
teaching useful health and hygiene life skills. School 
children can also influence the behaviour of family 
members - both adults and children - and thereby share 
what they have learnt with their community.

Inspired, the clubs decided to apply for a Global 

Grant to renovate and refurbish two girls’ and two boys’ 
toilets, two change rooms and to instal eight drinking 
water stations and three 5 000 litre water tanks at the 
school. The tanks will be used for water storage and 
rainwater harvesting. The project’s international partner 
clubs included the Rotary Clubs of San Diego and El 
Camino Real (Oceanside) of District 5340, USA, and 
the Rotary Club of Montreal (D9040, Canada).

A team of Rotarians and relevant professionals held 
workshops to instruct the learners on subjects such as 
the importance of hygiene and sanitation, proper use of 
toilets, correct handwashing method, personal hygiene 
and the importance of rainwater harvesting. Personal 
and menstrual hygiene management workshops will be 
held on a regular basis to ensure the sustainability of 
the project.

THE ROTARY EFFECT
President Kamala Naidoo (second from right) with Rotarians, learners, staff and other invited guests 
during the ribbon cutting at Phoenix Secondary School.

Assistant Governor Sarita Sirohi with some of the 
learners.
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Eight Interact students from Namib High 
Swakopmund attended the Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards (RYLA) Elephant Human Relations Aid 
(EHRA) bush camp, accompanied by Rachel Harris 
and Kathryn McClean, members of the Rotary Club 
of Swakopmund (D9350). During the camp, the 
youngsters had to monitor the desert elephants in 
the southern Kunene region of Namibia. This camp 
was made possible by a grant from the Rotary Club 
of Claremont (D9350).

The Namibian elephants are either slaughtered by 
poachers or culled by people living in the area. When 
searching for water, elephants can become destructive 
and this leads to culling. A project that teaches people 
about the behaviour patterns of elephants was 
implemented by EHRA to reduce the problem of culling 
within the affected communities. The campers visited a 
small village of about 40 people and repaired a water 
storage structure that had been damaged by elephants. 
They also taught the villagers some simple solutions, 
such as placing pointed rocks around the water supply, 
to prevent elephants from damaging it again. Interactors 
learnt to identify the gender of elephants through 
their behaviour, the anatomy of birth and everything 
regarding the movements and tracking involved. They 
were also taught to collect data, track footprints and 
observe their surroundings. One afternoon, they hiked 
four kilometres in search of elephants and having found 
them, the Interactors had to note the distinguishing 
features and individual age identifiers of the elephants 
as well as the hierarchy within the herd.

ELEPHANT AID
YOUTH NEWS

The Rotaract Club of the University of the Free State (D9370) had a very busy semester. The members 
held a clothes collection drive, arranged play dates with children at Sunflower House and Universitas 
Hospital and also initiated a campaign to clean up Kingsway Park in Bloemfontein. Rotaractors Tholakele 
Mkhonto, Garreth Hewitt, Mihle Mfenqe, Lyshea Mapaike, Themba Ncala and Natalia Mojela participated in 
World Clean-Up Day with a clean-up activity at Kingsway Park in Bloemfontein. They collected 25 bags of 
rubbish.
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Rotarians of 
the Rotary Club 
of Boksburg 
gathered for a 
small, intimate 
farewell for 
Hannel Seitlinger, 
a Rotary Youth 
Exchange Student 
from Austria. It 
was attended by 
Rotarians, family, 
friends, her host 
families and host 
siblings.

More than 250 learners from Grades 10, 11 and 12 attended a New Generations Conference hosted by the 
Rotary Club of Durban Morningside (D9370). Almost all of the presenters, who spoke on topics ranging 
from racism, bullying, the environment, to substance abuse and nutrition, volunteered their services. 
George Campbell Technical College donated the use of its facilities for the conference. Providing tea, 
snacks and lunch were the only costs involved and donations were collected to fill goodies bags for each 
of the learners.

The Rotary Club of Chitungwiza (D9210) has been embracing inclusivity and working to bring younger 
people into Rotary. With the club’s members are the Interactors of St Mary’s High School, Chitungwiza, 
and the newest member Dorothy Nyika with her daughter, Nicolette.

Megan Richards, a British eco-warrior working to 
create awareness about the plight of the rhino, 
received a banner from the Rotary Club of Port 
Alfred (D9370). The 24 year old has written a book, 
volunteered at rhino orphanages, raised a baby 
elephant, done a stint on the Sea Shepherd’s ships 
to save pilot whales and is a director of Council of 
Contributors, an NGO that raises funds to assist 
those on the ground working to save, rescue and 
rehabilitate rhinos.
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Assistant Governor Anne Thompson of the Rotary Club of Hibiscus Coast (D9370) and her sister, 
Rosemary Chapman who is a member of Rotary Club of Lutterworth (D1070, England) were on a tour bus 
in Botswana when Chapman noticed something on the shirt of a fellow traveller.
What she had noticed was a Rotary pin which was worn by Past District Governor Graham Money of the 
Rotary Club of Helderberg Sunrise (D9350). Delighted at the chance meeting, Money decided to find out 
if there were more Rotarians among the 45 travellers and “using the microphone on the coach, he called 
a meeting,” recalled Thompson. There was one other Rotarian on board, Past President Julia Gooden of 
the Rotary Club of Port Elizabeth (D9370) and two other people with strong Rotary ties, Llewellyn Evans 
a former Rotary Group Study Exchange team leader and Nomusa Mbanjwa who had been looking for a 
Rotary club to join. Hearing that Mbanjwa lived in Ballito, Thompson put her in touch with the local club.

Another fun quiz evening was enjoyed by the members of the Rotary Club of Boksburg (D9400) and 
its neighbouring clubs. Quizmaster Van Den Elshout with members the Rotary Clubs of Edenvale and 
Kyalami teams and their colourful participants’ cups.

AROUND AFRICA
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The Rotary Club of Polokwane (D9400) recently hosted a farewell dinner at a local game reserve for a 
group of Americans before they departed for the Kruger Park and Timbavati Reserve. This is one of the 
club’s major fundraising projects. With the group is safari organiser, PP Charles Hardy, who is about 
to start the trip officially with the sounding of the Kudu horn, and the club members who accompanied 
them on the trip.

The Rotary Club of Polokwane (D9400) recently hosted a group of American safari guests. The guests 
spent a few days in Polokwane and attended a club meeting before leaving to enjoy their safari. Past 
President Antoaneta Letsoalo (left) of the Polokwane club and PDG Doug Huff (third from left) of District 
6460 exchanged banners during the meeting. With them are Judy Huff, Amy K Davis, Ron Davis, Matthew 
Davis, Bonnie Davis, James Davis and Amy J Davis.
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Athletes in racing 
wheelchairs, adapted 
bicycles, handcycles, 
basketball chairs and 
ordinary wheelchairs 
have made the Outeniqua 
Wheelchair Challenge 
into a premier event for 
disabled athletes on the 
South African sporting 
calendar. About 400 
athletes from various 
countries, including 
South Africa, Ghana and 
Zimbabwe, participated 
in this year’s challenge. 
Members of the Rotary 
Club of George (D9350) 
and the Interact Club of 
Rundle College distributed 
water to the athletes and 
helped distribute food 
parcels. The left-over 
parcels were then donated 
to George club to give to 
local clinics.
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MEET THE 2019/20 PRESIDENTS

Thanks to the support of numerous people, 
the Rotary Anns of Helderberg (D9350) were 
able to ensure that many people had warm 
jerseys this winter. The small baby jerseys 
were given to Mama Themba for the goodie 
bags they give to the mothers of newborn 
babies, along with a donation of 10 packs of 
sanitary pads. The larger jerseys were kept 
for the Jersey Drive later in the year. The club 
has also run a successful SUBZ (Panties and 
Reusable Sanitary Pads) distribution project 
and is currently fundraising to continue 
distribution. The SUBZ Packs were given to 
young girls who can’t afford sanitary pads 
and each pack costs R200 and contains two 
panties and six pads. These last for up to five 
years and are biodegradable. The Anns have 
distributed some 700 packs but the waiting 
list is never ending.

Ingrid Edelson and President Pauline Brinkworth after 
handing over the donation of jerseys at Mama Themba.

The Rotary Club of Claremont (D9350) celebrated its 45th charter anniversary in October. Members were 
encouraged to dress up ‘70s style’. Lauren Oosthuizen did the table decorations and Liz Rose organised 
the evening.
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The Rotary Club of Mtunzini (D9370) held a successful golf day in September. The day’s festivities 
included a raffle draw and the prizes were presented to the winners by golf day organiser Monica 
Marneweck and President Penny Bunting.

During the Kites for 
Peace event, members 
of the Rotary Club of 
Chitungwiza (D9210) 
gave a donation of 
sunscreen lotion to 
the Miss Albinism 
Trust. The donation 
was received by Miss 
Albinism Zimbabwe 
2019, Ayanda Sibanda, 
a law student at the 
University of Zimbabwe, 
and Brenda Mudzimu, 
the CEO of the Miss 
Albinism Trust.

SPEAK2AFRICA
ADVERTISE HERE & REACH THOUSANDS OF ROTARIANS EVERY MONTH
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WELCOMED AND HONOURED

Anni McInnes and Nomawethu Ngangqu are new 
members of the Rotary Club of Kenton on Sea (D9370).

Hanneke Lindeque is a 
new member of the Rotary 
E-Club of Greater Cape 
Town (D9350).

Michelle Hoffmeyer is a 
new member of the Rotary 
Club of Mtunzini (D9370).

Jackie van Waveren is 
the 2019/20 president 
of the Rotary Club of 
Vanderbijlpark (D9400).

Horst Meyer is the 2019/20 
president of the Rotary 
Club of Pietersburg 100 
(D9400).

Lara Kirkpatrick is the 
2019/20 president of the 
Rotary Anns Club of 
Pietersburg 100 (D9400).

Glen Craig, of the Rotary 
Club of Kenton on Sea 
(D9370), has been a 
Rotarian for 50 years.

Across
 1 With 4-Across, cook 

up a movie snack
 4 See 1-Across
 8 Crimson Tide 

and 36-Across’ 
home, for short

 12 Cuban years
 14 Recording artist  

Janelle
 15 Contacted via  

WhatsApp
 16 Exam
 17 Mexican friend
 18 ___ fire under 

(made hustle)
 19 Start of 36-Across’ 

theme
 21 Part 2 of the theme
 23 Cat-___-tails
 24 Very small
 25 Key below X
 26 Book end?
 27 Help
 29 Dark reddish-brown
 31 Salad dressing  

ingredient
 35 Casablanca character
 36 2019-20 RI president
 38 Hoppy brews, briefly
 40 Finish a prayer
 41 Great enthusiasm

JOINING TOGETHER
by Victor Fleming 

Rotary Club of Little Rock, Arkansas

Solution on page 23

 43 Tach letters
 44 Ave. crossers
 47 WWII spy grp.
 48 Water vapor
 52 Prevent, in legalese
 54 End of the theme
 56 36-Across or  

32-Down
 57 Mötley ___
 58 Jazz singer Adams
 60 Start to meter?
 61 Party giver
 62 Where 36-Across and 

32-Down met and 
studied, familiarly

 63 Pinto, for one
 64 Citrus coolers
 65 Superlative endings
 66 Bilko or Snorkel  

(abbr.)

Down
 1 On ___ (policing)
 2 Low-scoring tie
 3 Sticky note
 4 Email address ender
 5 In the bag
 6 Taunt
 7 Colorful-sounding  

Dodges
 8 Ill temper
 9 With smiles

 10 What perils test
 11 Start of Kansas’ motto
 13 Asian nation suffix
 14 “I wish I ___ …”
 20 Show a show again
 22 Where 36-Down  

studied after  
62-Across, initially

 24 Puffiness
 28 Tattoo artist’s supplies
 30 Outward bearing
 31 Almost infinite
 32 36-Across’ spouse
 33 Scare
 34 Easy victory
 36 Health spa staffer
 37 Site of a Herculean battle
 38 “Understood!”
 39 Item in an overhead  

valve engine
 42 Bolivian bear
 44 Hair arrangements
 45 Quincy identifier
 46 Fast run
 49 Treasure ___
 50 Fitzgerald and Logan
 51 Make ___ in (progress)
 53 Q-tip, for one
 55 Moistens
 56 Clapton’s “___ 

Down Sally”
 59 6-pt. scores
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VOYAGE.  
FORMATION. 
DÉCOUVERTE.

TRAVEL. 
LEARN. 
GROW. 

TRAVEL. 
LEARN. 
GROW. 

Long-term exchanges build peace one young person 
at a time. Students learn a new language, discover 
another culture, and live with host families for a full 
academic year. Become a global citizen. Start in one 
of more than 100 countries.

Long-term exchanges build peace one young person 
at a time. Students learn a new language, discover 
another culture, and live with host families for a full 
academic year. Become a global citizen. Start in one 
of more than 100 countries.

Long-term exchanges build peace one young person 
at a time. Students learn a new language, discover 
another culture, and live with host families for a full 
academic year. Become a global citizen. Start in one 
of more than 100 countries.

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE 
LONG-TERM

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE 
LONG-TERM

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE 
LONG-TERM

海外体験。
学び。
奉仕。

TRAVEL. 
LEARN. 
SERVE. 

TRAVEL. 
LEARN. 
SERVE. 

目標をもって海を渡り、異国での奉仕活動に参加し、短
期間の滞在で新しいスキルを学びたいと思う大学生やフ
レッシュ社会人にとって、この上ない特別な経験ができる
でしょう。

Professional development with a purpose: University 
students and young professionals learn new 
skills, learn a language, and take action through 
humanitarian service during short-term, customizable 
exchanges.

Professional development with a purpose: University 
students and young professionals learn new 
skills, learn a language, and take action through 
humanitarian service during short-term, customizable 
exchanges.

新世代交換 NEW GENERATIONS 
SERVICE EXCHANGE

NEW GENERATIONS 
SERVICE EXCHANGE

TRAVEL. 
DISCOVERY. 
FUN. 

TRAVEL. 
DISCOVERY. 
FUN. 

TRAVEL. 
DISCOVERY. 
FUN. 

Short-term exchanges immerse young people in 
another culture. Some live with host families for up 
to three months, while others embark on a tour or 
go to camp for a few weeks. Go on an adventure in 
one of more than 100 countries.

Short-term exchanges immerse young people in 
another culture. Some live with host families for up 
to three months, while others embark on a tour or 
go to camp for a few weeks. Go on an adventure in 
one of more than 100 countries.

Short-term exchanges immerse young people in 
another culture. Some live with host families for up 
to three months, while others embark on a tour or 
go to camp for a few weeks. Go on an adventure in 
one of more than 100 countries.

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
SHORT-TERM

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
SHORT-TERM

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
SHORT-TERM

目標をもって海を渡り、異国での奉仕活動に参加し、短
期間の滞在で新しいスキルを学びたいと思う大学生やフ
レッシュ社会人にとって、この上ない特別な経験ができる

VIAJES. 
AVENTURAS. 
DIVERSIÓN.

SERVICE.
FRIENDSHIP.
FUN.

SERVICE.
FRIENDSHIP.
FUN.

Toma acción, promueve la comprensión internacional 
y forja nuevas amistades alrededor del mundo. 
Desarrolla tus aptitudes de liderazgo mientras 
descubres el poder de Dar de Sí antes de Pensar en Sí 
y cuan divertido es el verdadero liderazgo.

Take action, build international understanding, 
and make new friends around the world. Develop 
your leadership skills while you discover the power 
of Service Above Self and find out how serious 
leadership can be seriously fun!

Take action, build international understanding, 
and make new friends around the world. Develop 
your leadership skills while you discover the power 
of Service Above Self and find out how serious 
leadership can be seriously fun!

Short-term exchanges immerse young people in 
another culture. Some live with host families for up 
to three months, while others embark on a tour or 

LIDERANÇA. 
INSPIRAÇÃO. 
DIVERSÃO.

LEADERSHIP. 
INSPIRATION. 
FUN. 

LEADERSHIP. 
INSPIRATION. 
FUN. 

Descubra um mundo novo fora da sala de aula. 
Participe de um programa intensivo de liderança que 
se baseia em técnicas de comunicação, solução de 
problemas e maneiras de transformar o mundo num 
lugar melhor. 

Discover a world outside the classroom through 
an intensive leadership experience that builds 
communication skills, teaches creative problem-
solving, and challenges you to change not only 
yourself but the world.

Discover a world outside the classroom through 
an intensive leadership experience that builds 
communication skills, teaches creative problem-
solving, and challenges you to change not only 
yourself but the world.

INSPIRAÇÃO. 
DIVERSÃO.
INSPIRAÇÃO. 
DIVERSÃO.
INSPIRAÇÃO. 

Descubra um mundo novo fora da sala de aula. 
Participe de um programa intensivo de liderança que 
se baseia em técnicas de comunicação, solução de 
problemas e maneiras de transformar o mundo num 
lugar melhor. 

FORMATION. 
DÉCOUVERTE.
FORMATION. 
DÉCOUVERTE.

to three months, while others embark on a tour or 
go to camp for a few weeks. Go on an adventure in 
one of more than 100 countries.

AVENTURAS. 
DIVERSIÓN.

Toma acción, promueve la comprensión internacional 
y forja nuevas amistades alrededor del mundo. 
Desarrolla tus aptitudes de liderazgo mientras 

Dar de Sí antes de Pensar en Sí
y cuan divertido es el verdadero liderazgo.

another culture. Some live with host families for up 
to three months, while others embark on a tour or 

SERVICE.
LEADERSHIP.
ACTION.

SERVICE.
LEADERSHIP.
ACTION.

SERVICE.
LEADERSHIP.
ACTION.

Join the global movement of young leaders taking 
action to build a better world. Exchange ideas with 
leaders in your community and mobilize your friends 
to develop innovative solutions to the world’s most 
pressing common challenges.

Join the global movement of young leaders taking 
action to build a better world. Exchange ideas with 
leaders in your community and mobilize your friends 
to develop innovative solutions to the world’s most 
pressing common challenges.

Join the global movement of young leaders taking 
action to build a better world. Exchange ideas with 
leaders in your community and mobilize your friends 
to develop innovative solutions to the world’s most 
pressing common challenges.

Create your own promotional 
cards to showcase your youth 
activities. Available now in 
Rotary’s Brand Center.

CREATE. 
SHARE. 
CONNECT.
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Create your own promotional
cards to showcase your youth
activities. Available now in
Rotary’s Brand Center.

CREATE.
SHARE.
CONNECT.

Give your new members a Rotary Africa welcome! Email 
their names and photos to rotaryafrica@mweb.co.za
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ACCOMMODATION OFFERED 
*** B&B ACCOMMODATION 
in Kimberley. Staying over in 
Kimberley? The Nook B&B *** 
Semi-Self Catering B&B offers 
excellent accommodation and 
rates. All rooms luxury en-suite 
with private entrance and secure 
parking. Close to CBD and places 
of interest. For more info contact 
Rtn Rob Gibson at 072 116 8390 
Web: www.thenookbnb.co.za

‘ABOVE THE WAVES’ IN 
SIMON’S TOWN! A self-
catering, one-bedroom flat 
for 2 with sunroom and 
magnificent view of False 
Bay. A stone’s throw from 
the beach, close to Cape 
Point and the penguin 
colony in the picturesque, 
historical Simon’s Town. Off 
street parking, free WiFi. 
Flat R750p/n. Contact 021 
786 3331 or peteandme@
mweb.co.za

MISCELLANEOUS
CONSTANTIABERG FUNERAL 
HOME: Sensitive, dignified 
and personal service by Alan 
Lindhorst – all hours, anywhere 
within 200km of Cape Town. Very 
reasonable prices & premiums. 
Cnr Kenilworth & Rosmead Ave, 
Kenilworth. 
021 671 2400 or 083 653 6536. 

DISCLAIMER: All opinions published are not the opinion of the publisher. 
The publisher is not responsible for the accuracy of any of the opinions, 
information or advertisements in this publication. No responsibility is accepted for 
the quality of advertised goods or services or the accuracy of material submitted 
for reproduction. To the extent permitted by law, the publishers, their employees, 
agents and contractors exclude all liability to any person for any loss, damage, 
cost or expense incurred as a result of material in this publication. All Rotary 
Marks (Masterbrand Signature, Mark of Excellence and so forth), as well as 
ROTARY are trademarks owned by Rotary International and used herein under 

licence.

AMAKHOSI CONTAINER SALES
STORAGE : REFRIGERATED : CONVERSIONS 

BEST PRICES AND QUALITY : 3m, 6m, 12m

29 YEARS EXPERIENCE
DENNIS WESLEY: 083 733 6208 dennisw@acsales.co.za

Club of Boksburg

DONATE a School Bag TODAYand help a child in need.

“A School Bag For All” Campaign aims to provide
underprivileged school children the necessary

School Kit to enhance their dignity
and encourage confidence.

HELP KIDS IN NEED SUCCEED!

ONLY

R100

Join East Rand Stereo & Rotary Boksburg to support education.

Contact Derek Fox on 082 886 0651 
derek@succeedbrokers.com

Noel Wauchope on 082 486 7330
noshawzz@global.co.za



Honolulu, Hawaii, USA | 6-10 June 2020 
Register today at riconvention.org

HONOLULU
HAWAII 2020

Experience
Aloha 

IN PARADISE
Aloha

IN PARADISE
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