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MEET OUR TEAM From the Editor

SarahLike us on 
Facebook

As someone who is concerned about membership expansion and 
retention, I read this month’s interview with RI President-Elect Barry 
Rassin with great interest. 

He has a lot of great ideas and suggestions but essentially what he said 
was that we need to be a little more flexible and that while some traditions 
are worth keeping, others need to be revamped or even discarded. I could 
not agree more and I am not alone.

I have often found myself drawn into interesting discussions on how we 
can improve, grow and develop.  In May 2008, I began, as interim editor, 
preparing my first issue of Rotary Africa. Nearly 10 years have passed and 
in that time the word flexibility has been tagged to membership expansion 
more times than I can count. 

In the interview, Rassin made a valid point when he said (and I 
paraphrase) that you need not change everything about your club but you 
can charter a new one next door to accommodate others. 

I think he is absolutely correct but I must also add that we can be 
accommodating without changing everything. Let me give you an 
example. I am what is known as a solo parent so meetings after school 
hours, fundraising and fellowship events can be challenging. This worried 
me but the members of my club have accommodated these demands and 
welcomed my child with open arms. I am often reminded, “It’s fine, bring 
him. Most of us are grandparents!” 

And while we are speaking of my club, Hilton and Howick, let me 
quickly dispel another of the more irksome membership myths: Young 
people don’t want to be around old people. What absolute hogwash! 
Here’s the thing; we don’t really care how old you are. What we care about 
is the person you are; if you are interesting, fun, kind or courageous and 
most importantly if you are welcoming and add value. I am the youngest 
person in my club, probably by decades. After joining, I was amused to 
hear that I had brought down the average age to somewhere in the 70s. 
But you know what? I enjoy it! There is always something interesting to 
talk about or learn. To me, this membership myth is a little more than an 
excuse for inaction. Get out there and show them how wonderful you are 
and they will want to join you!

We are often wrongly seen as elitist, rigid and maybe even aloof. We 
need to change this and to do so, we need to start from within and let the 
ripples spread. 

To progress we need to look at where we are failing and do something 
about it. Our public image needs improvement and this is a serious 
matter. How we perceive ourselves, how we allow ourselves to be 
perceived and how others perceive us impacts greatly on membership, 
support, donations and longevity. There is much we can do and much that 
is relatively simple to do! Start simple and add a little flexibility. 

Nowadays many people are reluctant to leave children with babysitters 
and reluctant to be involved in or attend activities which intrude on their 
family time. So, why not plan more events that accommodate families? 
If it’s not suitable for children to attend, perhaps ask your dynamic 
Rotaractors to run a babysitting/child entertainment service at the venue. 
Enlist Interactors to assist the Rotaractors. This can be a fundraiser for 
both clubs and allow them to increase their visibility in your community. 
Not only are you accommodating families and showing your club to 
be accommodating, but you are also ensuring that Rotaractors and 
Interactors are included in your event and feel as if they are part of your 
club. 

Have a wonderful month,

www.rotaryafrica.com
www.rotaryafrica.com
mailto:rotaryafrica%40mweb.co.za?subject=
mailto:rotaryafrica%40mweb.co.za?subject=
www.rotaryafrica.com
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IAN RISELEY
President, Rotary International

Message from the 
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Speeches & news from RI President Ian Riseley 
www.rotary.org/office-president

Dear Fellow Rotarians,
This month marks 50 years since the first Rotaract 
club was chartered, in 1968. 

In the half-century since Rotaract began, the world 
has seen profound changes and young people have 
felt the greatest impact of those changes: The rise of 
technology and the information economy, the spread of 
education and the tremendous influence of the internet. 
When Rotaract was founded, it would have been almost 
unthinkable for a teen or 20-something to have been an 
entrepreneur or a CEO. Today, young people have an 
unprecedented capacity to achieve – and Rotary needs 
their ideas and enthusiasm as never before.

For many years, Rotary has done Rotaract a 
disservice by looking at our youth and young adult 
programmes as mere precursors to Rotary membership 
and not as valuable and productive programmes in their 
own right. But Rotaractors are truly partners in Rotary 
service. 

Today, an estimated quarter of a million Rotaractors 
serve in over 10 000 clubs, in nearly every country 
where Rotary clubs exist. The impact of their service 
is particularly impressive when contrasted with their 
resources. Rotaractors achieve an amazing amount 

with far less money at their disposal than the average 
Rotary club. Their energy and vision bring something 
wonderful to our Rotary family and communities - and 
we value it very much.

Yet only 27 percent of Rotary clubs sponsor a 
Rotaract club, a figure that has remained fairly stable 
over time. And far too few Rotaractors ultimately do 
move on to Rotary membership. As we celebrate this 
anniversary with Rotaract, I encourage all Rotary clubs 
to consider sponsoring a Rotaract club or to strengthen 
their ties with the clubs they already sponsor. Schedule 
regular joint meetings, run joint service projects and 
reach out to Rotaractors – not only to ask if you can help 
but to find out how you can work together. Know your 
Rotaract clubs and their members – and make sure that 
every Rotaractor knows that a Rotary club is waiting to 
welcome them.

For half a century, Rotaract has given young people a 
way to find the same connections with their communities 
and the same value in service that Rotarians find in 
Rotary. Rotaractors are connecting us to the Rotary of 
our future while helping us build the Rotary of today.
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The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the 
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster:

First. The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;

Second. High ethical standards in business and 
professions; the recognition of the worthiness of 
all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each 
Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society;

Third. The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community 
life;

Fourth. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.

Of the things we think, say or do:
1) Is it the TRUTH?
2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS?
4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Object of Rotary

The Four-Way Test

what you should know

Paul Netzel 
FOUNDATION TRUSTEE CHAIR

FOUNDATION TRUSTEE CHAIR’S
MESSAGE

Learn more about Rotary at: 
www.rotary.org

ROTARY
Members: 

1 230 399
Clubs:  

35 784

ROTARACT
Members:  
249 757

Clubs:  
10 859

INTERACT
Members:  
512 417

Clubs:  
22 279

RCC
Members:  
223 260

Corps:  
9 707

ROTARY 
AT A 

GLANCE
As of 30 November 

Two topics I am frequently asked about during 
my visits with Rotarians around the world relate 
to Rotary’s website and our Foundation’s grants. 
Quite likely you have had these questions about 
things such as donor contributions, point transfers, 
club and district reports, club invoices and club 
officer changes, to name a few. If you don’t know 
where to find the answer, Rotary’s Support Centre 
is the place to start.

The Rotary Support Centre is an easily accessible 
first point of contact for Rotarians, donors, staff and 
others to help answer questions in English, French and 
Spanish. Business hours are 8am to 5pm Central Time 
(CT), Monday to Friday. You can reach the Support 
Centre toll-free at 1-866-976-8279 (1-866-9ROTARY). 
Email inquiries to rotarysupportcenter@rotary.org will 
be responded to within one business day.

The Support Centre averages 3 500 calls per 
month. This includes about 1 500 callers who want to 
be directed to a specific person or Rotary department, 
allowing easier access within our complex organisation. 
On average, 7 000 emails are responded to each month.

With only an eight-year history, the Rotary Support 
Centre has been certified as a Centre of Excellence by 
Benchmark Portal, the industry leader in contact centre 

benchmarking. The Centre of Excellence recognition 
is one of the most prestigious awards in the customer 
service and support industry. 

This distinction requires that a centre be both efficient 
and effective, providing service that is of superior quality 
with lower overall costs compared with other centres in 
the service industry.

The Rotary Support Centre team also includes a 
Visitor Services and Tour Programme coordinator to 
schedule tours and large group meetings for those who 
want to visit Rotary headquarters. 

Rotary has a surprising number of visitors each year. 
Are you planning a visit to the Chicago area? You can 
request a tour by sending an email to visitors@rotary.
org. Perhaps our paths will cross at One Rotary Centre!

I am confident you will agree with the 96 percent 
quality score the centre has received from satisfied 
customers.

Do you still have a question? 
I want to hear it! 

Email me at paul.netzel@rotary.org

Remember us in your will.
salvationarmy.org.za/legacies-bequests
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TORONTO’S MAIN EVENTS
2018 RI Convention

The host committee for the 2018 Rotary International 
Convention in Toronto wants to make your nights 
on the town as memorable as your days at the 
convention. It has come up with a line up of events 
that will help you explore all Toronto has to offer. 

On Saturday, 23 June, local band Lady Be Good 
(pictured) will bring its mix of old-school jazz, R&B and 
modern pop to an unexpected setting: Ripley’s Aquarium 
of Canada. The evening will feature a menu designed to 
give you a taste of Toronto’s diverse cultures.

For those whose musical tastes run a bit rowdier, 
Saturday night also offers Rock at the Historic Distillery 
District. You can browse the neighbourhood’s shops 
while enjoying foods from around the world and listening 
to live music from rock and country acts.

Get to know the Rotarians of Toronto on host 
hospitality night Monday, 25 June, when local Rotarians 
will entertain guests either in their homes or at a select 
venue.

On Tuesday, 26 June, make room in your schedule 
for Rotaryfest, an evening of fireworks, food and 
friendship. Feast on ribs, halaal chicken, vegetarian 
selections and other tasty treats from around the world.

Tickets are limited for all of these events, so reserve 
your space now. Find more information and purchase 
tickets at rotary2018.org. 

Register for the convention at riconvention.org.

Remember us in your will.
salvationarmy.org.za/legacies-bequests

114707L - Graduate Rotary Africa 55x145mm RV02.indd   1 2017/10/05   3:57 PM
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At this time of year POETS is high on the agenda 
and I think it is important to ponder on how we will 
be the inspiration in the coming year. 

In speaking and engaging with Rotarians I realise 
that more and more Rotarians feel stuck and looking for 
validation for the good we do in the world. Not only do 
we want to be heard, but more importantly we want to 
know that our contributions are being noticed and not 
taken for granted. Not for the sake of attention (we are 
Service Above Self people after all), but because we 
want to know that our skill sets are still relevant and that 
our service is making a difference in our communities 
while making the world a better place.

At the same time, leaders are trying to make 
Rotarians do more and give more in order to keep the 
ship afloat. In this ever changing world, in Rotary and 
in business, leaders have to think differently about how 
to keep our teams on track. We have to become more 
intuitive and divert from the traditional ways of leading 
that tend to become too predictable and uninspiring.

Leaders should understand that in today’s world, 
you cannot use a “one-size-fits-all” approach. There is 
not a single recipe to encourage followers. Rather, it’s 
about how to maximise the ingredients in order to create 
hundreds of recipes that are customised and authentic; 
that provide long-term continuity and impact. To get you 
started, here are my thoughts on being the inspiration! 

 
1.  Solving, not just doing

Let’s refrain from telling Rotarians about why 
they need to perform better. Let’s explain why their 
contributions help solve problems and contribute to 
the advancement of good in the world. Rotarians are 
more inclined to step up their game when they know 
their work can add value. It’s not only about what we 
are trying to do but also what the club is able to solve 
along the way.

2.  Purpose, not just effort
Rotarians are inspired by knowing that their hard 

work makes a difference beyond paying dues. Rotarians 
want leaders who see beyond the obvious and look 
to create wider reaching impact that extends into the 
community and influences social causes.

3.  Know the ingredients, not just the recipe
The secret recipe to inspiring Rotarians is to know 

the “ingredients” of the people you are inspiring. 
People want to know that their leaders understand their 
tendencies, aptitudes and behaviours well enough to 
best work with and motivate them. The best leaders and 
coaches always do.

Rotarians want leaders that know how to prepare 
thousands of recipes and who continually make the 
ingredients better.

4.  Learning, not just lecturing
Rotarians are not employees and do not want to be 

told what to do. They are eager to learn and remain 
relevant. Rotarians today don’t have time for lectures 

and lengthy instruction 
manuals.

Simplify the process. 
Don’t exhaust your Rotarians 
through complexity and buzz-
words. People seek direction 
that is to the point. People 
are inspired when given the 
opportunity to learn how to do 
new things. 

5.  Innovation, not just 
ideation

Rotarians want to create 
impact. Allow them to be part 
of some innovation-based 
projects. Ideation is important 
but being part of implementing 
the ideas that come to life can be a more exciting and 
meaningful growth opportunity for Rotarians - allow 
innovation to inspire them!

6.  Significance, not just success
Helping Rotarians to be successful is important but 

not inspiring enough in itself.  People want much more 
out of their leaders and if we can value and activate 
the natural talents of Rotarians we will be inspiring 
something that is more significant – and has longer 
lasting impact.

7.  Ownership, not just accountability
Accountability is a key component of Rotary. 

However, when you can give your Rotarians ‘ownership’ 
in the process of defining how accountability is enforced, 
you inspire trust and a desire to go above and beyond.

This is also a great way to learn more about the 
ingredients mentioned in point three

8.  Respect, not just recognition
Beyond appreciation and praise, show your respect 

and admiration for the work of  Rotarians. There are 
many recognition programmes in Rotary. Unfortunately, 
too many people want recognition because they forgot 
the significantly greater value of earning respect. When 
they see the greater impact respect delivers, they will 
be inspired by our example.

9.  Personal growth, not just responsibility
Historically, leaders have used ‘increased 

responsibility’ to inspire performance. While this 
approach still has merit, it is when a leader can help 
foster the growth and development of our members that 
performance most flourishes. Leaders must take more 
time to mentor and/or guide development and growth.

Inspiring Rotarians requires a leader who can see 
beyond the obvious in people. Inspiration comes not 
from something that you turn on and off, but rather from 
consistent behaviour (triggered through multiple ways) 
to ensure our members feel that they matter and that 
we genuinely care.

BE THE INSPIRATION

PDG Andrew Jaeger, 
Rotary Coordinator,  

Zone 20A South
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OUTSIDE THE BOX
Foundation matters

By PDG Patrick Coleman: Regional Rotary Foundation 
Coordinator Zone 20A South

WATER & SANITATION SOLUTIONS
I have taught my children to think imaginatively 
using new ideas instead of the traditional or 
expected ideas in their life endeavours. They often 
surprise me with their innovation and problem 
solving methods. My youngest son did so and has 
made his Mom and Pop very proud!

Colin has been associated with Rotary from his 
earliest days. He attended Rotary meetings as a boy 
and sat in the back of the hall doing homework, listening 
to his Walkman or playing with his hand-held video 
games. He accompanied us on Polio NIDs and other 
Rotary projects. He assisted with food distribution to 
ex-servicemen. He was recognised as a Paul Harris 
Fellow for his service when he was 13 years old. Later, 
while stationed in Hawaii, he joined the Rotary Club of 
Honolulu Sunset (D5000).

Colin was recently married to Erin (an exceptionally 
beautiful and talented young woman) and “registered” 
at a company for gifts from those who want to help them 
get started in life. I noticed something unusual on one of 
the registry web pages. There was a note to everyone 
viewing that page that read: “Thank you for donating to 
our favourite charity! With each gift purchased through 
our registry profile or wedding website, TheKnot.com 
will make a donation to our favourite charity, The Rotary 
Foundation of Rotary International.”

Colin told me that it was Erin’s idea! (Did I mention 
she is exceptional?)

Yes, the next generation of Rotarians do things 
differently than their parents (and grandparents). Still, 
the example of those parents continues to produce 
some incredible ideas and results.

That first project by the Rotary Club of Chicago (a 
toilet in downtown Chicago) has evolved into water and 
sanitation projects that literally change lives in both rural 
and peri-urban communities around the globe. Local 
Rotary clubs in partnership with Rotary clubs from the 
other side of the planet are “Making a Difference” both 
at home and abroad.

From the WASRAG (Water and Sanitation Rotary 
Action Group) website we read this story from Eastern 
Uganda: Life has been renewed for the community 
members of Buffujja and Naluhonjohe by two back-to-
back water, sanitation and hygiene projects coordinated 
by the Rotary Club of Bweyogerere Namboole (D9211, 
Uganda) and the Rotary Club of Bellingham (D5050, 
USA). Everyday, 16 000 people wake up every day with 

assured access to safe drinking water thanks to Rotary.

“Making A Difference!”
Twelve Rotary clubs in Virginia, USA, created the 

Strategic Water Alliance (SWA) to more effectively work 
with Rotary clubs internationally. It is not an official 
Rotary association but was initiated by a group of 
Rotarians to make their efforts function more effectively.

 A recent cholera outbreak in Zambia caused 
the closure of schools nationwide. The Rotary Club 
of Luanshya (D9210) had already started a project 
providing safe, hygienic toilets and showers at four 
local schools. Working with SWA, the club was able to 
accomplish this task with a Global Grant to the amount 
of US$92 000. All four of these schools are open 
because of Rotary!

Water and Sanitation projects are a part of Rotary 
DNA. We have moved forward from a simple toilet or 
water well to extensive water projects that supply both 
clean water and safe toilets to entire communities. 
Rotarians are expanding their vision to develop bigger, 
better and bolder ventures that are truly Making A 
Difference and saving lives all across our continent and 
around the world.

World Water Day is celebrated on 22 March every 
year. It focuses on the approximately 1.8 billion people 
worldwide who only have access to water contaminated 
with faeces, putting them at risk of contracting cholera, 
dysentery, typhoid, polio and other waterborne diseases.

This year there is even more motivation for Rotary 
clubs to get involved! WASRAG is giving away US$500 
for the best and most innovative projects! What can 
you win? Two prizes will be awarded: $500 for the best 
project (the one with the most impact) and $500 for the 
most innovative project.

Enter at: www.wasrag.org/page/promotional-items.
So, start thinking about your next water and 

sanitation project and remember… Kick out the sides 
of that box! Submit a brief description of your project 
(via the WASRAG site above), including what you have 
done, the target audience and the expected impact of 
the project. Remember to include your club name and 
district number and a contact name, email address and 
phone number. Some projects will be showcased on the 
WASRAG website.

Good luck and may the best projects continue 
“Making a Difference!”
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The Comrades Marathon Association’s six official 
charities for the next three years are The Community 
Chests of Durban and Pietermaritzburg, the Wildlands 
Conservation Trust, World Vision South Africa, 
Childhood Cancer Foundation of SA (CHOC), Hillcrest 
AIDS Foundation Trust and the Hospice Palliative Care 
Association.

These organisations are no strangers to Rotary as 
many of our Rotary clubs regularly support them and 
have undertaken projects to assist them. Rotarians who 
have registered to run the 2018 Comrades Marathon 
can sign up to Race4Charity and collect sponsorship in 
support of the Amabeadibeadi Charity Drive. It began in 
1996 and over the past 10 years, the official Comrades 
charities have benefitted in excess of R30-million 
through the generosity of runners, sponsors, supporters 
and the general public.

Childhood Cancer Foundation (CHOC) supports 
children with cancer and life-threatening blood 
disorders and their families, improving early detection 
and facilitating effective treatment, by providing 
transport and accommodation near treatment facilities, 
financial support to low-income families, care giving, 
nutritional support, children’s play/rest and ward décor, 
toys, psychological and emotional support as well as 
bereavement programmes and funeral costs.  
                
The Community Chests of Durban and 
Pietermaritzburg distribute funding to 141 carefully 
screened, selected and monitored social welfare 
organisations, giving priority to early childhood 
development, informal settlements, rural and peri-
urban areas and a focus on the poorest of the poor, 
between the cities of Durban and Pietermaritzburg.  

Hillcrest AIDS Centre Trust serves people impacted 
by HIV/AIDS by providing unconditional love and 

hope through practical and sustainable means. These 
include free medical care to patients in advanced 
stages of AIDS in a dignified caring environment, 
patient follow-up and adherence programmes, 
home-based care, an outpatient clinic, screening and 
primary healthcare. It also offers counselling, in-school 
prevention and education programmes.  

Hospice Palliative Care Association (HPCA) 
consists of 156 member hospices scattered 
throughout South Africa providing holistic quality and 
compassionate care to any person of any age with 
any life-limiting illness, in a variety of settings including 
hospice in-patient facilities, hospitals, hospice day-
care facilities, community health facilities and patients 
own home care. Hospices provide dignity in death to 
patients and compassionate support to their loved 
ones.

Wildlands Conservation Trust focuses on working 
towards a sustainable future for all, within the context 
of an increasingly fragile planet and the impact of 
climate change. 
Its philosophy is that community-based involvement 
and capacity-building and upliftment projects are 
key to saving the planet. Innovative projects include 
Trees for Life, Recycling for Life, Blue Fund, Ocean 
Stewards, Ubuntu Earth, Whale Time, Blood Lions, 
Project Rhino and many others.

World Vision is a faith-based, global relief, 
development and advocacy organisation dedicated to 
working with children, their families and communities 
to overcome poverty and injustice. 
Its main focus is on child welfare health, education 
and child protection. Currently it runs 11 development 
programmes in six provinces that benefit 43 000 
registered children.  

Advertorial

Comrades charities focus on 

Have you entered to run? Did you know you can run and raise funds for a worthy cause?

Did you #Race4Charity ?
If you have run the Comrades Marathon and been part of the 
Race4Charity, please email us your story and it may be included in 
this feature. 

Send your story and running photo to rotaryafrica@mweb.co.za.
Remember to include Race4Charity in the subject line

CALLING ALL ROTARIANS
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Telephone 0861 100 963  email: info@championchip.co.za
Web Site: www.championchip.co.za

Please contact Jacqui or Colin and quote the reference: 
RA17001 if you represent a Rotary organized event to 
receive your Rotary discount on select services.

Race Number Production

Live Race Results and Tracking

Event Promotion

FREE UltimateLITE Results APP

FREE Online entry to Events

Event management solutions
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President-Elect 
Barry Rassin 

on where Rotary 
has been, 

where he hopes  
to lead it  

– and how the 
organisation 

profoundly 
changed his life

VISIONQUEST
When Barry Rassin arrived at Rotary headquarters in 
Evanston at 4am for his first full day as president-elect, his 
security card wouldn’t work in the elevator. Just the day 
before, in a whirlwind process, he’d been nominated to fill 
the vacancy of Sam F Owori, who had died unexpectedly 
in July. Now Rassin, a member of the Rotary Club of East 
Nassau (D7020, Bahamas), didn’t have the right credentials 
for all-hours access to the building. “I had to explain the 
situation to the security guard, who of course didn’t have a 
clue who I was,” he said.

Not much can stop Rassin when he wants to get something 
done. After making it up to the 18th floor of One Rotary Centre, 
he set about compressing five days of orientation into a day and 
a half, planning the International Assembly and coming up with 
his presidential theme: Be the Inspiration. “My personality is such 
that I want to hear all the options, make a decision and go on to 
the next thing,” he said. “So we moved through the process fairly 
rapidly.”

Before becoming president-elect, Rassin was best known 
for leading Rotary’s relief and recovery efforts after the 2010 
earthquake in Haiti, which included 105 separate projects funded 
by Rotarians. “I had a spread sheet with 132 pages and every 
detail of every project,” he said. “People look at it and say, ‘How 
do you do this?’ But I enjoyed that.”

Rassin’s leadership abilities served him well in his professional 
life as a hospital administrator. The first fellow of the American 
College of Healthcare Executives in the Bahamas, he recently 
retired as president of Doctors Hospital Health System, where he 
still serves as an adviser.

Rassin has been a Rotarian since 1980 and received Rotary’s 
highest honour, the Service Above Self Award, for his work. He 
and his wife, Esther, are Major Donors and Benefactors of The 
Rotary Foundation. 

The Rotarian’s editor in chief, John Rezek, and senior staff 
writer, Diana Schoberg, spoke with Rassin at his office in 
Evanston in October, shortly after a photo shoot in a local coffee 
shop. A birthday party had been booked in the shop at the same 
time, but the party goers didn’t seem to mind. (“He’s movie star 
material,” one of them whispered.) Afterward, Rassin joked about 
the photo shoot: “It was like going to the dentist.”
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Rotary is not a disaster relief organisation. As 
someone who has had a front seat to some of the 
worst disasters of recent times, do you think we 
should make any shifts?

Yes, Rotary International is not a relief organisation, 
but I would like it to be a much better communicator and 
catalyst between disaster areas and potential donors. 
Rotarians around the world hear of a disaster and they 
want to help. 

We need a better way to communicate to them how 
to help appropriately. It’s not appropriate to go in your 
closet and send whatever clothes you have, because 
that’s not necessarily what’s needed. 

First we have to hear from people in the disaster 
area. Their needs can change on a daily basis, so 
communication is really important. I hope we will have 
more up-to-date information on our website about every 
disaster as it occurs.

We have a Rotarian Action Group focused on 
disaster assistance. That group has a great opportunity 
working with the staff at Rotary International. We can 
respond more quickly than we do today. The first thing 
we have to do in a disaster is reach out and say, “Are 
you okay? We’re here, we care, what can we do to help 
you?” 

Just those words make people in that area feel 
less alone. Then we can advise them about how to get 
the immediate relief we can’t provide, through those 
agencies that we already work with.

Is Rotary dependent on clubs for this information?
The clubs and districts are on the ground. They know 

what’s going on. They’ve got to know who and how and 
when to contact somebody at Rotary International for 
assistance. We have to provide that link. That’s Rotary 
International’s job.

If you live in that disaster area, you’re going to give 
immediate relief because your friends are hurting. 
That’s natural. Rotary’s bigger role is the next step, the 
long-term recovery efforts.

It’s been eight years since the earthquake in Haiti, 
and Rotary International is still there. A lot of other 
agencies provide immediate relief and then they’re 
gone. We’re there for the long term. The Rotarians live 
there; they’re going to want to get their community back 
to where it was. Our role is to help them do that. Not 
necessarily with funds, but with advice, with guidance 
and with empathy.

You want Rotary to have a transformational impact. 
How should we allocate our resources to do that?

It’s okay to do small projects – don’t get me wrong. 
We’re always going to be doing them. But I’d like every 
club to think of at least one high-impact service project 
they can do to change people’s lives. They don’t have to 
cost a lot of money. I always use the jeep we provided 
in Haiti as an example. For $60 000 or $70 000, we 
provided a pink jeep to a group of midwives who go out 
into the community and give prenatal care to mothers 
who wouldn’t get it any other way. 

The mortality rate has gone down dramatically. 
That’s transformational.

The Rotary Foundation has talked about sustainability 
for a long time. To be sustainable – to make the good we 
do last – you should be transformational, so that fits well 

into what the Foundation’s trustees and Global Grants 
are doing. The districts could look at district grants and 
do the same kind of thing. We have the resources. We 
just have to think a little differently.

Did the act of rebuilding in Haiti have a positive 
effect on Rotary?

If you go into certain parts of Haiti with the Rotary 
wheel, they’re going to say thank you, because they 
know what Rotarians have done. Rotary has provided 
them with food, with water, with a school for their 
children. When we talk transformational, one project 
we’ve been working on is to bring potable water to the 
entire country of Haiti. 

The prime minister is a Rotarian and past president 
of his club. He is working with us and he’s got a 
government agency that’s going to work directly with us. 

That’s way above any Global Grant, but we can plan 
for that and figure out how to do it in chunks. I’m sure 
districts and clubs around the world would love to be 
a part of it. That’s transformational. That’s the kind of 
thing that could change a region for the better, forever.

What other goals do you wish to accomplish during 
your year?

There’s a disconnect between what we do at Rotary 
International – and do really well – and what Rotary 
clubs are doing. I’d like to bridge that gap. One of 
our strategic priorities is strengthening clubs, which 
involves things like membership and Foundation giving. 
We’re not reaching the clubs to get them to understand 
why we need to do some of these things and therefore 
some don’t do them.

I want to explore ways of starting new Rotary clubs. 
There are a lot of clubs out there. We keep telling 
them, “You’ve got to get new members.” But their club 
culture may not be attractive to other people. Fine – 
they should enjoy their club and then start another club 
next door. We’re working on making sure everybody 
knows that Rotaract clubs can start Rotary clubs. We 
need to tell Rotaractors they can start a Rotary club 
they’re comfortable with when they move on after 30. 
Rotaract is our secret weapon and we need to spend 
time developing the transition from Rotaract to Rotary 
in a different way.

We’ve got to get better at social media. When you 
look at our numbers versus a celebrity’s, we’re nothing. 
We need Rotarians and Rotaractors to access social 
media and use it to improve our public image. And 
that’s the other part of it: I don’t believe our communities 
understand what Rotary is. 

I want to hold Rotary days so clubs and districts can 
get into their communities and talk about Rotary – what 
do we do and why do we do it.

I want clubs to have leadership development 
programmes for their members. Rotary’s new vision 
statement says: “Together, we see a world where 
people unite and take action to create lasting change – 
across the globe, in our communities and in ourselves.” 

It is a great opportunity to remind everybody that as 
members of Rotary clubs, we’re also there for personal 
development. Young people are looking for ways to 
grow and develop, and that gives them another reason 
to join Rotary. Those are the key things I want to go 
with.
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You mentioned Rotary’s new vision statement. We 
already have a motto, Service Above Self. We have 
presidential themes every year. Why do we need a 
vision statement too?

A vision statement allows us to tell the world what 
our ultimate value is for the long term. It helps Rotarians 
and non-Rotarians understand what our goal is when 
it comes to changing our world. This vision statement 
came from Rotarians, who recommended each phrase. 
The end result shows our vision for the future and the 
path to get there.

Rotaract and Rotary clubs in the Caribbean have a 
good relationship. What’s the key?

My club is an example. When a Rotaractor comes to 
our club, they’re not our guest for the day. They sign in 
as a member. So right away they’re feeling like they’re 
a part of us. That’s important. We also make sure that a 
Rotarian from our club always goes to Rotaract meetings 
so there’s always a connection. In the last two years, I 
believe we’ve got 100 percent transition from Rotaract 
to Rotary. They come and join our club because they 
know us. We’ve got to keep that connection going.

What have you learned from Rotaractors?
Rotaractors are energetic. They’re passionate. They 

want to do good and they really like working with each 
other. The frustration is that they then find it difficult to 
transition to a different club that has a totally different 
culture, doesn’t have the energy, doesn’t even know 
how to use social media. Rotaractors are the Rotary of 
the future and we need to help them get there. What are 
they going to want in a club when they’re 40? We have 
to come up with that answer and then create Rotary 
clubs or help them create Rotary clubs that can get 
them there.

Imagine your life without Rotary.
Wow! That’s hard to do, to be quite honest. I have 

put my heart and soul into Rotary for 37 years and 
without it I wouldn’t have the friends I have or the ability 
to do some of the things I can do. I always give the 

example of my first speech. I was holding on to the 
lectern reading the speech I wrote and when I got to the 
bottom of the first page, I was so nervous that I couldn’t 
turn the page. But my club kept asking me to speak, so 
I kept doing it and now I speak publicly with confidence. 
I couldn’t do that without Rotary.

How do you begin a speech?
It’s important to recognise and acknowledge who’s 

in your audience. You want to connect with them in one 
fashion or another, either by saying thank you or it’s 
nice to be here or by recognising a particular individual. 
Whenever I make a speech, I want to make it as 
personal as I can.

If there’s one thing you could change about Rotary, 
what would that be?

One of our challenges in Rotary is our Council on 
Legislation. We meet every three years to consider 
changing Rotary’s governing policies, but it takes more 
like four and a half or five years to accomplish this 
because of the deadlines to propose legislation. The 
world is changing far too fast for that. We need a way 
to make major decisions that affect the organisation on 
a quicker basis. Our Council on Legislation needs to 
understand that maybe it’s time to make that change. 
I’d love to see our Council restructured. One way would 
be to conduct those meetings electronically every 
year. It would be a challenge because it’s hard to have 
a dynamic debate online but I think Rotary is smart 
enough to figure out how to do that.

Is there a Rotary tradition you would never get rid 
of?

I would never get rid of our Four-Way Test. I would 
never get rid of vocational service. Some of the traditions 
from weekly club meetings could go. I don’t think there’s 
a need to be that formal in a club meeting anymore. But 
when you look at core values or ethics or classifications, 
those are things that have to stay with us. That’s who 
we are and what makes us different and we need to 
appreciate that and keep developing those principles. 

 I want to explore ways of starting 
new Rotary clubs. There are a lot 

of clubs out there. We keep telling 
them, “You’ve got to get new 

members.” But their club culture 
may not be attractive to other 
people. Fine; they should enjoy 

their club and then start another 
club next door.
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In 2001, the former Interactor from Stevenson High School (Illinois, USA) 
arrived in South Africa to further his education as a Rotary Foundation 
Ambassadorial Scholar at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban. He was 
hosted by the Rotary Club of Chatsworth (D9370).

The time he spent in South Africa changed his life forever as the scholarship 
experience reaffirmed Steven’s belief that making a difference in someone’s life can 
be life-changing for all involved in the exchange. 

“Giving to The Rotary Foundation’s Annual Fund not only changes lives and 
communities but also creates lifelong relationships. Like financial investors, Annual 
Fund donors have the potential to receive returns far greater than their initial 
investment. Sometimes these returns occur immediately, but often they occur over 
time.”

The proof, as they say, is in the pudding or in this case, the life Steven has led 
and the enthusiasm with which he approaches it.

Before leaving for South Africa, Steven was determined to meet Dr Jane Goodall 
(the celebrated primatologist and anthropologist who is considered the world’s 
foremost expert on chimpanzees and travels more than 300 days a year as a UN 
Messenger of Peace) at a lecture in Milwaukee. 

He did not have a ticket but stood outside the auditorium with a cardboard sign 
that read: “I need one ticket to see Jane Goodall... Please help.” 

In a letter she wrote in 2008, Goodall recalled the meeting: “I first met Steven 
in April 2000, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin after one of my lectures. I was immediately 
struck by this young man’s enthusiasm, as was my executive assistant, Mary 
Lewis, who spent some time talking with him. We became convinced of Steven’s 
dedication when he showed up at another lecture some weeks later, after having 
travelled all night by bus, even though he was in the midst of college exams and had 
to travel back immediately!”

Mary Lewis, vice president of the Jane Goodall Institute and assistant to 
Goodall, recalled their first meeting. “We met Steven standing in the snow outside 
the backstage door in Milwaukee. He was carrying a poster and was desperate for a 
ticket for Jane’s sell-out lecture. Of course we managed to get him in and he stayed 
on afterwards for several hours volunteering time to help with our merchandise 
selling and book signing. He then had to travel back on a very late bus to get back 
to college. 

“We have been in touch constantly ever since; Steven never fails to offer help 
and volunteer time whenever Jane is in the Chicago area.”

Soon Steven was off to South Africa for his scholarship year at the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal in Durban. Supported by a grant from the Rotary Club of Madison 
(D6250, USA) and a Wisconsin Idea Undergraduate Fellowship, he established the 
first university-based club of Roots & Shoots as part of the Jane Goodall Institute’s 
global network of youth service clubs. The ethnically diverse club organised HIV/
AIDS workshops, township clean-ups and supply drives. The members were also 
involved in activities such as tutoring Durban street children, volunteering with 
Habitat for Humanity, visiting patients at an AIDS hospice and holding a jazz concert 
for elderly and orphaned residents of a welfare home.

“Some of the students attended United Nations global events including the 
Film Festival Against Racism in Durban and the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development in Johannesburg,” said Goodall.

Based on his work in South Africa, Goodall arranged for Steven to volunteer 
with JGI’s community development, the Tanganyika Catchment Reforestation and 
Education Project (TACARE) in Tanzania when he completed his year as a Rotary 
Scholar. She also selected him to join her delegation to a United Nations World 
Summit. These invaluable experiences led to global opportunities for him in Africa, 
North America, Asia and Europe. 

From 2005 to 2008, Steven was the education programme manager at Lincoln 

Steven 
Solomon is 
more than just 
a voice on the 
phone or an 
employee of 
The Rotary 
Foundation, 
the Annual 
Giving Officer 
for Zones 
25 and 26 is 
the product 
of a wise 
investment by 
Rotarians.

I can’t think of another fund like the Annual Fund that produces these kinds of 

GLOBAL RETURNS
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Park Zoo in Chicago and continued his education. In 
2008, while earning his Masters of Science in Non-profit 
Management he was recruited to The Rotary Foundation. 
Today, he works as an Annual Giving Officer serving with 
Rotarians in the western region of North America. 

He considers himself “privileged to be an advocate for 
donors and to empower Rotarians in 23 Rotary districts to 
raise money for The Rotary Foundation.” Steven enables 
donors by educating and inspiring them through sharing 
resources, giving presentations and conducting trainings.

He is still an active volunteer. “I have a strong affinity 
to South Africa since the scholarship and I will always be 
in debt to Rotary. Recently, I volunteered for Trevor Noah 
during one of his recordings in Chicago and volunteered 
for Ladysmith Black Mambazo at their two shows in 
Chicago in February. I have been doing volunteer work 
with Shared Interest (Impact investing in Southern Africa 
through loan guarantees for businesses and farms). I will 
also volunteer at their gala honouring Kumi Naidoo (South 
African human rights activist and former International 
Executive Director of Greenpeace) in New York City in 
March. I have volunteered for Shared Interest at three 
prior galas: At one which honoured Archbishop Tutu and 
his daughter, Mpho, and at the other two, I served as the 
aide to Graça Machel and later, Danny Glover.”

As a Rotary Foundation employee he has been able to 
leverage his Rotary scholar experiences and connections 
to further the mission of Rotary. 

“Steven’s resourcefulness energy and commitment to 
helping whenever he can make him a very unusual young 
man; we are proud to know him and value his friendship 
immensely. The Rotary Foundation is incredibly lucky to 
have him on its team! 

“He is constantly suggesting ways that Rotary and 
Roots & Shoots might interface and arranged for Jane 
to give a keynote speech at the Centennial Rotary 
Convention in Birmingham and elsewhere in Europe,” 
said Lewis 

Using his connections and networks developed during 
his Ambassadorial Scholarship, he was also able to 
connect with Archbishop Desmond Tutu. The Archbishop 
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his work in 

Steven (in orange) with the members of Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo who performed in Chicago in February.

Mary Lewis still has the poster, which Steven later signed 
for her when visiting her home in London in 2001. “Several 
times I’ve been about to throw it away but I never have, as 
it represents a passion and determination that has been 
evident from that moment.”

Steven volunteering at a Rotary Family Health Days site in 
Zululand in 2016.
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Types of scholarships
1. Rotary clubs offer scholarships for secondary, 
undergraduate, or graduate study. 

Rotary club scholarships are given by individual 
clubs and are open to anyone except Rotary 
members and their families. Contact your local 
club for application information and eligibility 
requirements.

2. The Rotary Foundation offers scholarships for 
college graduates and professionals to study peace 
and conflict resolution or water and sanitation.

Rotary Peace Fellowships are available to 
candidates who want to participate in a master’s 
degree or certificate programme at one of our six 
partner universities. Learn about Rotary Peace 
Fellowship eligibility requirements and restrictions.
Foundation water scholarships are available to 
candidates who have already been admitted to 
one of IHE Delft Institute for Water Education-
eligible, 18-month Master of science degree 
programmes. Learn about the IHE Delft Institute 
for Water Education scholarship application 
process at 
www.rotary.org/en/unesco-ihe

Want to offer a scholarship?
Rotary clubs can apply to The Rotary Foundation for 
District and Global Grants to support scholarships. 
Global Grants are for graduate students studying 
abroad in one of Rotary’s six causes:

• Promoting peace
• Fighting disease
• Providing clean water, sanitation and hygiene
• Saving mothers and children
• Supporting education
• Growing local economies
Scholarships last from one to four years and 

can include an entire degree programme. Global 
Grant scholarships are funded using cash or District 
Designated Funds matched by the World Fund.

District Grants can be used to sponsor secondary 
school, undergraduate or graduate students studying 
any subject, either locally or abroad. The scholarship 
may cover any length of time, from a six-week language 
training programme to a year or more of university study.

Rotary members are essential to recruiting qualified 
candidates for Rotary Peace Fellowships. You can 
advance peace in troubled areas around the world by 
promoting peace fellowships and supporting peace 
fellow candidates through the application process. 

Rotary clubs and districts can recommend IHE Delft 
Institute for Water Education scholarship candidates 
and interview applicants who have been admitted to the 
institute in one of three masters degree programmes.

Steven and PDG Nick Phillips during a visit to Zululand.

The Rotary Foundation and clubs invest in our 
future leaders and philanthropists by funding 
scholarships for undergraduate and graduate 
study.

ROTARY
SCHOLARSHIPS

fighting the injustices of the apartheid regime and later appointed 
by Nelson Mandela to lead the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. Steven arranged for him to speak at the Rotary 
World Peace Symposium in Birmingham. 

Archbishop Tutu, a polio survivor, joined Rotary’s This Close 
public service campaign to bring awareness to Rotary’s polio 
eradication efforts. He also signed the soccer ball that travelled 
to more than 20 African nations prior to its arrival at the Rotary 
Convention in Montreal as part of the Kick Polio Out of Africa 
campaign. 

The Archbishop later spoke to more than 15 000 people 
at the Tacoma, Washington Dome to address some of the 
rising concerns about youth and violence in their community. 
The Archbishop’s youngest daughter (and head of his legacy 
foundation) spoke at a district conference in Alaska and Peace 
Fellows have been contributing to blogs on the Desmond Tutu 
Peace Foundation website. 

The initial investment in his scholarship was quite small when 
compared to all the good that has resulted from it; for him, Rotary 
and communities throughout the world. 

“I can’t think of another fund like the Annual Fund that 
produces these kinds of global returns,” said Steven. “Today, 
a former Ambassadorial Scholar continues to support The 
Rotary Foundation’s Annual Fund and SHARE with recurring 
contributions through Rotary Direct, and that scholar is me! 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve.”

Steven and the Roots & Shoots group with Mbongeni Ngema at 
the University of KwaZulu-Natal (2001).
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Children play the fishing game, one of many activities on offer at the Rotary Club of Claremont’s annual Fun Frenzy event 
which took place at Bishops Diocesan College. Photo credit: Suzanne Himely

More than 160 youngsters from various child and 
youth care centres and schools attended Fun 
Frenzy in February. 

This event is an initiative of the Rotary Club of 
Claremont (D9350) and its affiliated clubs, including 
Rotaract and Inner Wheel Clubs of Claremont and the 
Interact Clubs of Claremont High School, Herschel 
Girls’ School, Bishops Diocesan College, South African 
College School (SACS) and San Souci Girls’ High 
School. 

The children, who were treated to a fantastic day of 
fun and games, food and musical entertainment,  came 
from St George’s Home for Girls, Ons Plek and Siviwe 
Child and Youth Care Centres, Leliebloem House, 
Happy Feet Youth Project and Kewtown Primary 
School. 

The day started at 8am and each child received a 
muffin, cool drink and a bright T-shirt and cap when they 
arrived. After applying sun screen, they met their special 
‘friend’ for the day. Each Interact member volunteering 
at Fun Frenzy was assigned to one of the 167 children, 
whom they accompanied throughout the day. 

The Interactors had just as much fun as their 

happy charges, who laughed as they played together, 
completed various activities like face painting, tug-of-
war, musical chairs, story-telling, chairball and eat-the-
doughnut. Other games included mini cricket, fishing-
in-a-bucket, beach ball, frisbee, shooting at soccer 
goals and an obstacle course. 

In between the activities, the children had fruit and 
more cool drink and later, a tasty lunch prepared by the 
Inner Wheelers. After an exhilarating morning, the tired 
but very happy children departed with a refreshing ice-
cream and small gift of stationery items.

“Fun Frenzy is all about putting a smile on the faces 
of children whose lives are often far from happy,” said 
Liz Rose, President of the Rotary Club of Claremont. 

“We have hosted it for many years and this annual 
event is a wonderful time for the whole Rotary family 
to come together and share good cheer with little 
ones. This year’s Fun Frenzy was a huge success with 
almost 400 people attending either as a volunteer or 
beneficiary. It would not have been possible without 
the enthusiasm and energy of our affiliated Interact 
clubs and educators, as well as Bishops College, which 
hosted the event.” 

FABULOUS FUN FRENZY 
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Cleaner beaches can be found around George 
thanks to a joint project undertaken by the Rotary 
Club of George (D9350), George Tourism, George 
Municipality and the George Herald.

The project was conceptualised during a breakfast 
meeting between members of the club and George 
Tourism. “There had been loads of items on social 
media about various international initiatives and 
community service projects to clean up plastics in our 
seas. In late November, our club spotted an Australian 
initiative called Take3.org,” said Donald Goldfain, the 
club’s community services director.

During the breakfast meeting, the Take 3 idea was 
expanded and adapted to suit local conditions. Together, 
George Tourism and the Rotary club developed a 
programme to tackle the ever-growing problem of 
marine litter. 

The awareness campaign was called “Take 5 and 
Keep Our Seas Alive” and launched last December, and 
ran until 10 January, in an effort to curb plastic pollution 
during the holiday season. Take 5 urged beach users to 
pick up at least five pieces of beach litter and dispose 
of them correctly. 

Soon, more partners came on board; including the 
local newspaper, the George Herald, the Lifeguards 
and NSRI. “George Tourism was the absolute champion 
in promoting awareness on the beaches,” said Goldfain.

The lifeguards ensured that the awareness campaign 
posters were well positioned and securely posted in the 
sand at the entrances to all the beaches. 

The Rotary club also used the opportunity to partner 
with the paramedics of EDR International who, with 
the NSRI, held free CPR courses on the beach for 
beachgoers. “This tied in wonderfully with the Take 5 
project and in the two sessions held on Wilderness 
beaches, we trained about 70 people to give CPR,” said 
Goldfain.

Tourism Manager Joan Shaw, outlined how people’s 
influence can combat beach littering; “We believe many 
small individual actions can have an immense impact 
on our local beaches and waterways. The more people 
who join our campaign and take action against pollution, 
the more pristine our coasts will remain.”

The Take 5 campaign inspired residents, tourists and 
all beach users to be champions for the planet. It ran 
along the entire Eden District coastline from Witsand 
in the west, to Keurboomstrand east of Plettenberg 
Bay.  The promotion was also focussed on developing 
awareness of plastic use and altering attitudes to waste 
disposal. Participants were invited to share photos of 

& Keep our 
Seas Alive

TAKE 5

Signs were posted in the sand at the entrances to the 
beaches to remind visitors to collect at least five pieces of 
litter before leaving.

One of the features of the initiative were the CPR lessons 
conducted by paramedics  on the beach.
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the five items they collected on the George Tourism 
Facebook page. 

“It was so gratifying to see how many visitors 
took part in the project and took photos of the Take 5 
awareness signs,” said Goldfain.

“We have had amazing feedback from both visitors 
and locals about the effectiveness of the campaign and 
the club is committed to keeping the Take 5 momentum 
going. Our vision is to see all the Western Cape beaches 
included in joint Take 5 projects between Rotary clubs, 
municipalities and newspapers.”

Shaw agreed and said that George Tourism plans “to 
expand on it during this coming year.”

PLASTIC PLAGUE
Hundreds of thousands of plastic particles have 
washed up and continue to be deposited on our 
beaches during high tides and storm swells. Indeed, 
research now suggests that over nine million 
tonnes of plastic debris enters the world’s oceans 
on a yearly basis (boomerangalliance.org.au). 

The vast majority of this plastic comes from land-
based sources, such as domestic rubbish. Most of the 
marine litter found on beaches consists of single use 
items such as plastic carrier bags, plastic lined coffee 
cups, cigarette butts, lighters, cold drink bottles, lids, 
drinking straws, disposable spoons, stirrers, lollipop 
and earbud sticks. Fishing waste is also present in the 
form of lines, lures, floats, reels and bait packaging. 
This plastic doesn’t decompose; it is broken down into 
increasingly smaller pieces by the action of the sun and 
sea. 

Over time, these tiny micro-plastics enter marine 
food chains as they are accidentally consumed by 
birds, sea turtles, marine mammals and fish. The 
material causes digestive blockage, starvation and 
death. Fishing line, nets, bags and other plastic items 
can entangle seas creatures or be inhaled into their 
respiratory systems. Over 100 million marine animals 
are killed each year due to marine debris, according to 
the Sea Turtle Conservancy. 

Inspections of local beaches keep turning up 
thousands of tiny pieces of plastic, less than five 
millimetres in diameter. These plastic pellets, about the 
size of lentils, are called nurdles. Countless billion are 
used each year as raw materials in the manufacturing 
of virtually all of the worlds’ plastic products. They 
wash into the ocean from shipping accidents and are 
deposited along reefs and beaches. 

Once released into the sea, these nurdles absorb 
harmful chemicals such as pesticides, herbicides and 
organic pollutants. The pellets can then be consumed 
by wildlife, building up toxic chemicals in oceanic food 
chains.

We loved our 
TAKE 5! 

A letter from the Powell and Barclay families:

As George families, we enjoyed our day on one 
of the local beaches. Morgan Barclay, a Grade 7 
pupil at Glenwood House, is doing her personal 
leadership challenge and inspired us all to do 
our own Take 5.  

Collecting five bits of rubbish on our walk became 
so interesting.  Who knew we could have so much 
fun collecting rubbish? Parks Board employees 
kindly gave us a black bag when they saw our hands 
full of rubbish. 

It was so interesting to see the different kinds of 
plastics and rubbish that have washed up on our 
beaches: Drinking straws, ear buds and fishing gut 
were some of most common things that we found.  

The game took an interesting turn when we 
sought out the most interesting piece of beach 
garbage, the biggest  and smallest pieces, those 
with the strangest colours. Needless to say no one 
could stop at just five! It was a stunning morning, 
just enough sun, a quick swim, a big bag full of 
many Take 5s and our beach looking ready for all 
our visitors!

A long walk, a little exercise and some fresh air 
made the indulgence of a delicious milkshake a little 
more tasty. 

Infographic courtesy Ocean Conservancy
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More than 500 people from the Perskebult and 
Blood River areas came to Mmasesha Primary 
School where Rotary clubs from Polokwane hosted 
a family health campaign.

Members of the Rotary Club of Pietersburg 100, the 
Rotary Anns and the Rotary Club of Polokwane (D9400) 
were assisted by officials from the Limpopo Department 
of Health (DOH) and workers from Polokwane 
Municipality.

The Rotarians managed the reception desk and 
recorded patient details of those who had to be referred 
to DOH for specialised tests and treatment. Thirty nine 
people were referred to the DOH.

Washable sanitary kits were handed to female 
learners and HIV/AIDS testing was also done. In one 
of the school’s classrooms, a team of Rotarians did 
basic eyesight screening and assisted visitors to select 
the correct reading glasses that were provided at R20 
each. More than 160 persons registered for the service 

and 114 sets of reading glasses were handed out. PP 
Orrie Baragwanath oversaw the screening and said 
that he was overwhelmed by the reaction of some of 
the recipients of the spectacles. Baragwanath shared 
the story: “An elderly woman told me that she could only 
see figures at a distance and could not read or write. 
When I asked what she needed the spectacles for, she 
replied that she just wanted to see her grandchildren 
clearly. 

“After she fitted her new spectacles, she exclaimed 
that she would now be able to see her grandchildren 
and that a new era of her life had started for her.”

President of the Rotary Club of Pietersburg 100, 
Peter Mockford, thanked all the participants for their 
input and mentioned that the sanitary kits and reading 
glasses were sourced by Blessman Ministries, a non-
profit organisation that originates from the United States 
of America, which is an active partner of the Rotary Club 
of Pietersburg 100.

PROMOTING RURAL HEALTH

Top: Kwada Tshegofatso 
receives spectacles from 
Orrie Baragwanath and 
Rotary Youth Exchange 
Student, Juliette Harris.

Rotary Ann Sue Kirkpatrick 
helps Cathrine Baloyi 
select her spectacles. 
Photos: Barry Viljoen



24 ♦ Rotary Africa ♦ March 2018

This year, members of the Rotary Clubs of Boksburg, 
Boksburg Lake and Benoni Aurora (D9400) were 
among the 120 marshals lining the route of the 
Value Logistics Fast One cycle race.

The route stretches through the countryside. As it is 
not possible to have complete road closures, the race 
is limited to 10 000 entries and Rotary clubs along the 
route provide excellent marshalling services.

Originally named the Pick n Pay Hyper to Hyper Cycle 
Race, the event was the brain child of Nigel Southern, 
an employee of the Bedworthpark Hypermarket. He 
started the race 23 years ago in remembrance of a 
friend and colleague who was killed by a motor vehicle 
while training on his bicycle.

A small organising committee, comprising the 
members of the Riverside Pedal Pals Cycling 
Club and the Hypermarket staff, organised the 
first event. The 100-kilometre route started at the 
Steeldale Hypermarket in Alberton and finished at the 
Bedworthpark Hypermarket in Vanderbijlpark. By 2006 
it had become the third largest cycle race in the country. 

From the beginning it was agreed that the event 
would be community orientated. Funds raised would be 
invested in community projects.

In 1997, the Rotary Club of Riverside (D9400) 

was asked to assist with entry administration and 
marshalling. Due to the event’s growth, the Riverside 
club had to enlist other Rotary clubs to help marshal 
along the route.

 Eleven Rotary clubs are involved and each receives 
a donation from the race proceeds to further their 
community projects. 

Over the years, several changes and modifications 
were introduced and in 2011, the Rotary Club of 
Riverside became the sole interested party in staging 
the race. 

Although the name of the race changed, it still 
retained several reputations it had earned over the 
years, such as being the fastest cycle race in the 
country and the fourth largest race (in terms of entry 
numbers) in South Africa.

Increasing popularity among the cycling fraternity 
necessitated the sourcing of additional sponsorship 
and 2013, the race was renamed to the Value Logistics 
Fast One. 

The race organisers also decided to use the new-
found sponsorship as a means to encourage cycling 
among newcomers and cash prizes were allocated to 
novice riders who came first, second and third in each 
category.

MORE CLUBS JOIN THE RACE
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By Mohamed Tayub

For much of the 20th century, gardens were 
dismissed as peripheral to medical treatment. 
However, since it has been found that time spent  in 
a garden can promote healing, things have begun to 
change. More hospitals are incorporating gardens 
into their design and many scientists around the 
world are digging into data to identify the features 
in a garden which account for this effect.

The notion that the fresh breezes, dappled sunlight 
and fragrant greenery of a garden can be good for what 
ails us, has its roots in ancient tradition. 

A much-cited study, published in 1984 in the 
journal Science by environmental psychologist Roger 
Ulrich, was the first to use the standards of modern 
medical research (strict experimental controls and 
quantified health outcomes) to demonstrate that gazing 
at a garden can speed healing from surgery, infections 
and other ailments.

Ulrich and his team reviewed the medical records 
of people recovering from gallbladder surgery at a 
suburban hospital in Pennsylvania. It was found that 
patients with views of leafy trees healed, on average, 
a day faster, needed significantly less pain medication 
and had fewer postsurgical complications than those 
whose rooms faced brick walls. 

Clearly, spending time in a well-designed garden will 
not cure cancer or heal a badly burned leg, but there 
is solid evidence that shows it can reduce pain and 
stress levels and by doing that, it can boost the immune 

system in ways that promote healing. 
In 1957, alongside the Queen Mother, the Rotary 

Clubs of Blantyre and Limbe (D9370) donated a rose 
garden at Queen Elizabeth Hospital. Unfortunately, 
due to other needs within society the rose garden was 
unkept and went to seed. 

This year, the clubs joined forces to redo the garden 
and it was re-opened by Rotary International President-
Elect Barry Rassin. The clubs aim to sustain this garden 
to help the healing process of the patients at Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital.

Rose garden revival

Barry Rassin with President Mohamed Tayub at the 
opening of the revived rose garden.
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While most parents mean well when they donate or 
even sell their old seats, what they don’t realise is that 

SHOCKING CAR SEAT STATS!
Rotary Assistant Governor Ester Nast (Rotary Club Meyerton/Henley on Klip) with Peggie Mars of Wheel Well and a van 
load of donated car seats that were collected by her club members and the Rotary Humanitarian Centre.

on average, two thirds of used car seats are no 
longer safe for use. 

It is law that every child under the age of 
three needs to be strapped into an approved car 
seat while travelling in a motor vehicle. However 
these car seats are frighteningly expensive and 
many families can’t afford them new and resort to 
looking for donations or cheap second-hand ones. 

Wheel Well has a very appropriate slogan: 
“Don’t just drive legally, drive lovingly”. This non-
profit organisation is the proud winner of the Prince 
Michael International Road Safety Award 2016. 

Wheel Well runs a car seat project that is 
supported by the Rotary Anns of Boksburg Lake 
and the Rotary Club of Meyerton/Henley-on-Klip 
(D9400).

The project entails the collection of car seats 
from owners who no longer require them. Once 
seats are collected by Wheel Well, the registered 
non-profit organisation examines and repairs the 
seats before they are redistributed to families in 
need. 

Some seats are found to be so unsafe that they 
are immediately withdrawn from the market. The 
most common reasons for this are that the seat 
had been in use during a car accident, it is simply 
too old to install safely or it has a homemade 
cover. The cover is an integral part of the seat’s 
safety design and a new cover has to be tested by 
the seat’s manufacturer.

Useful link:
www.wheelwell.co.za

The Usborne 
First Atlas
•  Beautiful maps, photos and illustrations
•  Interactive learning style  
   (with Internet Quicklinks)
•  Showcases the fascinating world
•  Boxes of 10 @ R900

The Rotary Learning Library presents

a literacy trilogy
The Usborne English 
Dictionary
•  Perfect for children 8+ years
•  Beautiful illustrations
•  Boxes of 10 @ R1 200

The Usborne Book of 
Knowledge
•  Richer content and extensive illustrations
•  Makes difficult subjects easy to understand
•  Includes Internet Quicklinks
•  Boxes of 10 @ R1 500

Managed by the 
Rotary Club of Kromboom (D9350) 
and supported by:

All books contain Rotary branding and 
The Four-Way Test

Orders: admin@dictionariesforafrica.comORDER NOW! For more see: www.dictionariesforafrica.com

Adding fun & imaginative learning to your literacy projects
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Rotary: Making a Difference is a theme that 
is perfectly illustrated by the educational and 
conversation experience that Rotarian Koos Burger, 
camp curator, and the Rotary Club of Cape Town 
(the ‘Mother Club’ of D9350) provide to children 
attending the Rotary Glencairn Camps. 

Spanning over three generations, the Glencairn 
project has faced many challenges. PDG John Gomes, 
who has been involved with it since the 1980s, often 
found himself frustrated by the petty regulations of the 
time that stymied his educational outreach visions. 

However, Rotarians are known for their determination 
and the camps have flourished until they became a 
haven of peace for children from all walks of life, who 
revel in the open spaces and the natural beauty of 
nature which in turn, inspires them to preserve it in their 
own communities. 

Burger is humbled by the impact the camps have 
on these children. “I am in awe of all the fun, learning, 
enjoyment and many more good things happening at 
Rotary Youth Camps. It actually makes me feel small 
and tiny; I feel as if I do not have enough time to share 
more of this beauty.” 

Recent additions by Koos have included more 
hiking trails and a firebreak around the labyrinth and 

NATURAL 
LEARNING

Main picture: High School learners busy with a biology 
project during a school excursion to the camp. Right: 
Happy campers enjoying a meal they cooked themselves 
at the Roberts Camp. Bottom: PDG John Gomes and 
Mauveen planting a Yellowood tree, the national tree of 
South Africa.
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it will soon have the cogs around the Rotary Wheel that 
it features finalised, thanks to a donation of R3 000 from 
the Rotary Club of Waterfront (D9350). The Rotary Club of 
Helderberg Sunrise (D9350) also donated 52 trees (valued 
at R6 400) to be planted at the camp. This donation brings 
the total of trees planted in the district to 260.

Gomes described this project as one which “Makes me 
proud to be a Rotarian” and hopes it will inspire other clubs 
towards “greening our globe.”

“While our ‘Mother Club’ is proud of this project, as 
it remains a living testament to all the other clubs that 
joined hands with us and contributed in so many ways to 
its success. It serves as an example of what Rotary can 
achieve when we act as a collective,” he said.

Top: Dietmar and Carola Gnadt 
of the Rotary Club of Potsdam 
(D1940, Germany) and Koos 
Burger (camp director) in the 
centre of Rotary Labyrinth 
Glencairn,

Left: Grade 2 learners with 
invasive plants they cleared 
to make place for indigenous 
fynbos.

Right: A Youth group 
walking the longest 
Labyrinth in Africa, the 
three kilometre Rotary 
Labyrinth Glencairn.

Below: An environmental 
lecture in front of the 
biggest and oldest of the 
camps, Smuts Camp, that 
was opened in 1948
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The 22nd annual George Old Car Show was hosted 
by the Southern Cape Old Car Club and raised 
funds for various local organisations. 

Members of the Rotary Club of George (D9350), 
assisted by their partners and friends, ran a very busy 
Refreshment and Beer tent for the thirsty visitors and 
exhibitors. 

Visitors enjoyed a unique exhibition of classic and 
everyday vehicles from years gone by. The display 
included a large number of other veteran and vintage 
vehicles, veteran tractors and farming implements, 
static engines, more than 5 000 miniature model cars, 
motorcycles and vehicles displayed by new car dealers.

Drive-bys and concourse displays were organised 
for many of these amazing machines and their owners, 
some of whom dress in period costume to add to a 
festive and nostalgic atmosphere. 

Volkswagen’s museum, the Auto Pavilion, displayed 
five famous Beetles under the title “Meet the Beetles”. 
These Beetles date back to the time of British Officer, 
Major Ivan Hirst, who saved the Beetle from destruction 
after the Second World War and paid homage to the 
George Old Car Show’s theme of British manufactured 
vehicles.

The largest ever display of old Fords (pre 1930 
Fords, which included mainly Model N (1907), Model S 
(1907), Model T (1908 – 1927), Model A (1928 – 1930), 
made a grand entrance upon completion of their tour 
through the Karoo prior to the show. 

The event has become more than a local attraction 
as it also appeals to enthusiasts from abroad. Annually, 
more than 12 000 visitors flock to George to be a part 
of this, the quintessential show in the South African old 
car fraternity. 

TURNING BACK TIME
Members of the Rotary Club of George, who manned the bar, enjoying a few quiet moments before the influx of thirsty 
visitors began.
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Nikiel Moodley enjoyed a short-term Rotary Youth Exchange to 
Germany at the end of last year. 

Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Chatsworth (D9370), Nikiel, who 
is the son of President Eugene Moodley, lived in a small town on the 
outskirts of Munich called Grafing. 

He was hosted by the Winters family and enjoyed learning more of 
their culture and Christmas customs. It was his first exposure to sub-
zero temperatures but Nikiel enjoyed the white Christmas experience 
and skiing in Austria. 

Nikiel made many friends from different parts of the world 
including Australia, Italy, Argentina, Botswana and Zimbabwe. Some 
of the places he visited included France, Cologne, Bonn, Stuttgart, 
Heidelberg and Neuschwanstein Castle. Highlights of his trip included 
skiing, the Christmas markets, the symphony, Neuschwanstein Castle 
and the Mercedes Benz Museum .

His proud father, Eugene, said he wishes more children took part 
in the programme as “Nikiel has come back having grown emotionally 
and is ready to take on his matric year. 

“He seems so much more independent and sociable. I encourage 
parents to explore this programme for their children.”

YOUTH EXCHANGE 
BEYOND COOL

EASIER 
LEARNING
All children look forward to starting their 
academic year with new stationery and for 
many, it is disappointing when their parents are 
not in a position to make that happen, especially 
after the festive season. 

Knowing this is one of the greatest challenges 
facing parents of school-going children, the 
members of the Rotary Club of Phoenix (D9370) 
decided to provide stationery packs to learners who 
needed them the most.   

The club engaged sponsors and donors who 
lent their overwhelming support to the project. 
The generous response from the community has 
encouraged the club to continue it in the future. 

The stationery hampers varied but largely 
consisted of exercise books, stationery kits, a 
sling bag, water bottle, lunch box and pencil case. 
In all, 243 well-stocked hampers were packed 
and distributed - far more than the 100 originally 
envisaged.  

Recipient schools included Natest Primary (a 
previous recipient of reading books from the club), 
Rusticmanor Primary, Trennance Park Primary 

and Stonebridge Primary Schools. Secondary schools that 
also benefited included Phoenix Technical and Ferndale 
Secondary Schools. These schools identified learners who 
were the most deserving and the school principals agreed 
that the sponsorship would make a significant difference to 
the children.

Rotarians collected and packed stationery hampers for the 
children of various schools in its community. The schools 
assisted with the project by identifying the most needy 
children.



March 2018 ♦ Rotary Africa ♦ 31

y
o

u
th

The Rotary Club of Amanzimtoti (D9370) has been attending the monthly meetings of Working and Networking Together. 
The meetings offer counselling and advice or referrals to people in need. Charlene van der Spuy (front centre), a 
policewoman from Amanzimtoti, is the chair of the meeting. 

Bontle 
Serothwane 
(front right) was 
inducted as the 
2018 president 
of the Interact Club 
of Boksburg High 
School (D9400) by 
outgoing president 
Kayla Miranda (front 
left). The ceremony 
was attended by 
Rotary Ann Pam 
Daniel and President 
Martin Stokes of 
the Rotary Club 
of Boksburg the 
sponsors of the 
Interact club. 
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About 1 500 cyclists took part in the Bouckaert-Soenen Paarl Road Cycling Challenge that was organised by the Rotary 
Club of Paarl (D9350). The cyclists enjoyed excellent cycling weather over three routes around Paarl Mountain (123, 72 
and 46 kilometres) to ensure that they were fit for the Cape Town Cycle Tour. The winner of the long race, which passed 
through Riebeek Kasteel and Paardeberg, was Max Sullivan in a time of 3:05:32. Hot on his heels were Mark Daly and 
Even Carstens. The finish was hotly contested; five riders crossed the line within two seconds of the winner, all vying 
to ensure good seeding for the Cape Town Cycle Tour 2019. Registration was handled efficiently by the Rotarians in 
cooperation with Racetec and proceeds raised will benefit Rotary projects in the Paarl area, particularly those involving 
early childhood development. Drakenstein Municipality provided traffic control and other support on the day.

Port Alfred enjoyed a fun-filled day when 90 swimmers swam a total of 1 054 laps in three heats of 30 minutes each at 
Port Alfred High School. Organised by the Rotary Club of Port Alfred, assisted by members of the Rotary E-Club of South 
Africa One (D9370), this annual event has become very popular. Thanks to the assistance of Laura Guest and her team of 
teachers, 10 teams entered from Port Alfred High School, in addition to those fielded by the NSRI and Station Hill Primary 
School. The Rotary Club of Port Alfred and its Anns enthusiastically cooked pancakes and burgers, which were enjoyed 
by all. Local businesses (I Hire, Guest Revu, Ocean Basket, Superspar, Keetons, Multi Security, Kwena Air, Harcourts, 
Buco, Kenrich Motors and 43 Air School) supported the event. Members of the Rotary E-Club of South Africa One (D9370), 
Gerald Sieberhagen, Irene Kotze and Mario Hegemann, and RI Zone Coordinator Patrick Coleman also gave generously 
to the swim-a-thon. The senior section was won by the NSRI team and the junior section was won by the Port Alfred High 
School Junior B1 team. End Polio Now will benefit from the proceeds of this event.
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The Rotary Clubs of Boksburg and Meyerton/Henley-on-Klip (D9400) identified 
the children of Agape Crèche and Pre-School as a suitable beneficiaries for 
the Boksburg club’s Bags For All project. The children received suitcases and 
pencil cases, lunch boxes and stationery. Mr Petite Teen SA, Nathan Evans 
(pictured), was one of the sponsors and joined the club to hand out the gifts. 
A second crèche has also been identified to which a similar hand over will be 
made. 

The Rotary Club of Pietersburg 100 (D9400) partnered with the local German community to host Polokwane’s annual 
Oktoberfest at Bolivia Lodge. Traditional music and songs were provided by the Pretoria-based Velvet Sounds Oompah 
and it did not take much encouragement for guests to join in fun and dancing. Liquid refreshments were served from 
a bar managed by Rotarians. The Anns provided a traditional German meal that included Bockwurst, Kartoffelensalat, 
Sauerkraut and Kassler, rounded off with apple tart and custard as dessert. President Peter Mockford thanked the 
community and the city’s businesspeople for their support of the event that raised funds for charity. Manning the bar are 
Eugene du Plessis, Andy Maritz, Bokkie van Kraayenburg, Ian Duncan and PDG Grant Daly. Photo: Barry Viljoen

Lucyline Mwiti (68), a housewife from 
Meru, Kenya, lost her right hand in 2014 
in an agricultural accident. The Rotary 
Club of Nairobi Utumishi (D9212) gave 
her a new LN-4 Prosthetic Hand.
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The Rotary Club 
of Johannesburg 
South 101 (D9400) is 
a long-time support 
and benefactor of 
the United Cerebral 
Palsy Association 
of South Africa 
(UCPA). It recently 
held its annual UCPA 
braai and Rotarians 
enjoyed spending 
time with the residents 
and staff. It was 
held at the UPCA’s 
Townsview facility 
where the club holds 
its weekly meetings. 
The Rotarians were 
joined by volunteers 
from Muse Community 
Outreach Reading 
Hub, Morgan Dent, 
Kayleigh Cannon, 
Jenny Cannon and 
Len Leisching. 

The Rotary Club of Ballito (D9370) donated five wheelchairs to St Luke’s Home for the physically and mentally disabled in 
Stanger. At the presentation are PDG Richard Brooks, President Jeff Shinns and District Governor Wally Jacobs.
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Members of the Rotary Club of Bedfordview and its Inner Wheel club (D9400) sold hamburgers, chicken prego buns, 
boerewors rolls, egg and bacon rolls and cold drinks to the runners, marshals, workers and general public at the Dis-
Chem Half Marathon. This was the club’s first fundraising event of the year and was a morning of great fun, fellowship 
and hard work. Taking a break from the hard work are Peter Makhari and Ferdi Heyneke.

Twelve Rotarians from seven clubs in Sweden were hosted by the Rotary Clubs of Polokwane and Pietersburg 100 
(D9400). The South Africans were thrilled to host some of the Rotarians who had hosted them in Sweden. The team was 
taken to see various club projects such as the Ngwana Baby House, Our Home for the Aged and the Vision of Hope 
Foundation. They also enjoyed outings to the Vulture Rescue Centre and the walking with lions experience at Protea Hotel 
Ranch Resort. Presidents of the Rotary Clubs of Polokwane and Pietersburg 100, Chymie Naidoo and Peter Mockford 
(centre back), with the visitors. Photo: Barry Viljoen
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Rotarians of the Rotary Club of Amanzimtoti (D9370) participated in the annual Movember movement that is observed 
each year during November. Movember is used to create awareness of testicular and prostate cancer among men and to 
encourage them to get screened. With Neil McDonald is AG Gavin Jepson, President Aneska DuPont and Jay Ramsunder.

The Rotary Club of Knysna (D9350) received a note from well known 
local entrepreneur Leslie Pieters saying that his son Josh and a friend, 
Caspar Lee, had collected funds for the club’s fire relief efforts. Josh and 
Caspar grew up in Knysna and attended Oakhill School and later settled 
in London and became Social Media stars. Josh is best known for his 
self-titled YouTube channel and his Comedy Central show while Caspar 
Lee is a YouTube influencer, vlogger, actor and entrepreneur. During a 
visit to Knysna in early January, the two were able to personally hand 
over the funds collected through their vlog (video blog) that aired on 
Josh’s YouTube channel just after the fires.  At the presentation are Peter 
Klews (club donor liaison), Josh Pieters, Caspar Lee and President Doug 
Emmanuel.

A cricket match for cricket-loving 
Rotarians was arranged by Rusty Barnes 
at Kwambonambi in January. Rusty is now 
the representative for South Africa at the 
International Fellowship of Cricket-loving 
Rotarians. Rotarians from the Rotary Clubs 
of Newcastle-Majuba, Isipingo-Morningside, 
Richards Bay, Mtunzini, Empangeni and the 
Rotary E-Club of South Africa One (D9370) 
enjoyed a day of fun, fellowship, food and 
music. President Barbara Robarts of the 
Rotary Club of Empangeni gave each visiting 
club a banner. With her is PDG Gordon 
Dowsett (Newcastle-Majuba), the doyen of 
SA IFCR.



March 2018 ♦ Rotary Africa ♦ 37

Winfried and Vera 
Löffler, Carol Vader, 
President Pierre du 
Plessis and Ronnie 
Vader of the Rotary 
Club of Helderberg 
(D9350) at the 
club’s Family Health 
Days site at Sir 
Lowry’s Pass Village 
Community Centre.

The Rotary Club of Kyalami (D9400) used its connections 
and managed to get Father Christmas to pay a special 
surprise visit to the Children of Tswaranang  (Get 
Together) in Ivory Park. Every year the club ensures that 
the abused and orphaned children, who are cared for at 
the home, get their fair share of unforgettable Christmas 
thrills. While this has become a special day for the 
children and one they look forward to, it is also a proud 
day for all the Rotarians concerned. Right: At the party 
are Father Christmas and President Peter Schaefer giving 
one of the children a gift and cold drink. 
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A Rotary Friendship Exchange team, Roger and Bridget Carthew, Mike and Sandi Peter, Val Hill, Brenda Brown, Will 
Braithwaite and Barrie Brown of the Rotary Club of Kenton On Sea (D9370), left for District 2981 (southern India) in 
February.

Pat Belliveau (above, third from right) spent 
three months working as a volunteer at the 
Angel of Hope Community Care Centre in 
Windmill Park. The 62-year-old is a retired 
Post Office employee from Sackville, 
Canada. Since she was a young girl, Pat 
has dreamt of visiting in Africa and once 
she retired, was able to fulfil her dream. Pat 
fell in love with the children at the Angel of 
Hope Community Care Centre and enjoyed 
working with the children. The club gave 
her 30 school bags (filled with stationery) 
from its School Bag for All project for her to 
give to the young children (left) who were 
starting school.
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The Rotary Club of Dundee (D9370) received a donation of R50 000 from Dreykon/Klus Civils in support of its Rotary 
Patient Vehicle project. The vehicle will be used to transport oncology patients to various hospitals and treatment centres 
for their continued and ongoing cancer treatments. The need was identified after it was established that many patients 
miss treatments as they don’t have the means to get to the treatment centres and hospitals. At the presentation are 
Hennie van Zuydam, President Bonga Shangase, David Jakwe (Dreykon) and Anthony Coleman.

The Rotary Anns of Helderberg (D9350) became involved 
with the water distribution in the Helderberg/Somerset 
West area. Numerous organisations received water that 
was donated from the Eastern Cape and distributed by the 
Rotary Anns. Among them were the Pearl Project, Bright 
Lights Shelter, Somerset Soup Kitchen, Somerset Night 
Shelter, Helderberg Society for the Aged, Bezwini School 
for Disabled Children and Heartlands Children’s Haven.  
This will be an ongoing project as more water is expected 
from Johannesburg. This was all possible through Talita 
Cumi’s WATER 4 CT project. 

Kumbulani Mabena, of the Rotary Club of Selebi-Phikwe 
(D9400), presents a wheelchair to a destitute man. The club 
linked with an organisation called Humana which identified 
the recipient (who lives in the tent seen in the background) 
and his needs.
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Community activist, Sifiso Ngubane, said, “It was 
an honour for me as a resident of Eshowe to be part 
of the three-pronged milestone celebration of three 
organisations who have shaped our community of 
Eshowe and Zululand since 1959.”

The three organisations, the Rotary club of Eshowe 
(D9370), the Eshowe Community Action Group (ECAG) 
and The African Classroom Connection, celebrated 
their respective 60, 40 and 10 year anniversaries at a 
joint event that was attended by Rotarians, community 
members and friends at the Eshowe Country Club.

Guests included Princess Dr Gcwalisile Kabanyane, 
daughter of the late Prince Gideon Zulu, her husband 
Dr Sidima Kabanyane, Municipal Manager of the 
Drakenstein Municipality, Mari Maurstad, founder of The 
Zulufadder Children’s Trust, Dr Jethro Mdlalose, chair 

of the ECAG, Henry Bromelkamp, director of the Africa 
Classroom Connection, four past district governors, 
presidents and members of local Rotary clubs, former 
Eshowe Rotarians and friends.

The Eshowe Community Action Group has built 
many classrooms and laboratories at schools around 
Umlalazi, especially in Mbongolwane, Nqoleni 
and KwaKhoza. Prince Gideon Layukona Zulu 
wakwaMinyamazi emzini wakwa Ziphethe mobilised 
businesspeople and farmers to champion the education 
of the rural child of Umlalazi. 

The Africa Classroom Connection works to achieve 
its motto of “Building schools. Building futures” by 
providing education, skills, knowledge and opportunities 
for disadvantaged children in rural communities and 
have built many classrooms.

Past District Governors David Grant (D9400) and Richard Brookes (D9370) with his wife, Sonia, President Charlie Panday 
(Durban North), PDG Greg Cryer (D9370), President Jeff Shinns (Ballito) with his wife, Hazel, and PDG Nick Phillips 
(D9370).

THREE REASONS TO CELEBRATE
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Give a 
gift that 
keeps on 

giving
The Rotary Foundation Endowment Fund 

invests in Rotary’s vision of a better world. Your gift provides ongoing  
funding for education, water and sanitation, health, economic  

development and peace. What you give today secures Rotary’s tomorrow.

Give today. 
Visit www.rotary.org/give or call +1-847-866-3100
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WELCOMED AND HONOURED
NEW MEMBERS, RECOGNITIONS AND AWARDS

The Rotary Club of George (D9350) presented Vocational Service Awards to Jerome Martin (left), Carel van der Merwe 
(centre) and Mare Collett (second from right).  Barinda van der Merwe, Patience Shipalane, Belinda Majiedt, Loretta 
Roelfse and Melaney Marthinus (not photographed) also received awards. With them are Vocational Services Director 
Frances Feig (second from left) and President Simon Swan (right).

Leon Lombard received a 
Vocational Service award 
from the Rotary Club of 
Dundee (D9370).

Gavin Slater received a 
Vocational Service award 
from the Rotary Club of 
Dundee (D9370).

Irene Lundin received a 
Vocational Service award 
from the Rotary Club of 
Dundee (D9370).

Suria Dannhauser/Lombard 
received a Vocational 
Service award from the 
Rotary Club of Dundee 
(D9370).

WHICH CLUB MEETS TODAY directory 2018/19
Make sure your club’s correct details have been sent to Rotary Africa for 

inclusion in the new directory.
Email rotaryafrica@mweb.co.za for more information
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WELCOMED AND HONOURED
NEW MEMBERS, RECOGNITIONS AND AWARDS

In the process of doing good we are the 
greatest beneficiaries because our lives 
change and we become better people, and 
enjoy that intrinsic satisfaction on which 
we cannot put a price… It is true that one 
profits most who serves best!

- President-Elect Sam Owari (1941-2017)

Lololo Kopanye is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Pretoria Hatfield (D9400).

Khanya Hospice 
was recognised 
by the Rotary Club 
of Amanzimtoti 
(D9370) for the 
contribution it 
makes to the 
community. 
Hospice CEO Neil 
McDonald received 
the trophy from 
President Aneska 
Dupont.

Matthews Ledwaba is a 
new member of the Rotary 
Club of Pietersburg 100 
(D9400).

Desire du Toit was 
recognised as a Paul Harris 
Fellow by the Rotary Club 
of Riverside (D9400).

Angela van Pletzen 
received a PHF Sapphire 
Pin from the Rotary club of 
Riverside (D9400).

Ronald Perumal received a 
PHF Sapphire Pin from the 
Rotary Club of Umhlanga 
(D9370).

Marque and Sue Dalais are new members of the Rotary 
Club of Umhlanga (D9370). 

Cohan Arjoona is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Umhlanga (D9370).

SHARE YOUR CLUB NEWS WITH ROTARIANS IN AFRICA
Email photos and captions to rotaryafrica@mweb.co.za

Photos must be at least 1MB in size. Please make sure first and surnames are supplied

mailto:rotaryafrica@mweb.co.za
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ACCOMMODATION OFFERED 
*** B&B ACCOMMODATION in Kimberley. 
Staying over in Kimberley? The Nook B&B 
*** Semi-Self Catering B&B offers excellent 
accommodation and rates. All rooms luxury en-
suite with private entrance and secure parking. 
Close to CBD and places of interest. For more 
info contact Rtn Rob Gibson at 072 116 8390 
Web: www.thenookbnb.co.za

‘ABOVE THE WAVES’ IN SIMON’S 
TOWN! A self-catering, one-bedroom flat 
for 2 with sunroom and magnificent view of 
False Bay. A stone’s throw from the beach, 
close to Cape Point and the penguin colony 
in the picturesque, historical Simon’s Town. 
Off street parking, free WiFi. Flat R750p/n. 
Contact 021 786 3331 or peteandme@
mweb.co.za

KIMBERLEY’S GUM TREE Lodge offers budget 
accommodation (200 Beds) from R180 pp in 
backpackers to R500 double en-suite. Meals in 
adjacent Gumtree Lodge Restaurant (Licensed). 
Your host Debbie. Tel: 053 832 8577, Cell 083 352 
3822, Fax: 053 831 5409, E-mail: gumtreelodge@
telkomsa.net Website: www.gumtreelodge.com

MISCELLANEOUS
CONSTANTIABERG FUNERAL HOME: Sensitive, 
dignified and personal service by Alan Lindhorst 
– all hours, anywhere within 200km of Cape 
Town. Very reasonable prices & premiums. Cnr 
Kenilworth & Rosmead Ave, Kenilworth. 
021 671 2400 or 083 653 6536. 

DISCLAIMER: All opinions published are not 
the opinion of the publisher. The publisher is not 
responsible for the accuracy of any of the opinions, 
information or advertisements in this publication. No 
responsibility is accepted for the quality of advertised 
goods or services or the accuracy of material 
submitted for reproduction. To the extent permitted 
by law, the publishers, their employees, agents 
and contractors exclude all liability to any person for 
any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred as a 
result of material in this publication. All Rotary Marks 
(Masterbrand Signature, Mark of Excellence and so 
forth), as well as ROTARY are trademarks owned by 
Rotary International and used herein under licence.

SCOTTBURGH

122 en-suite rooms. 
Overlooking beach. Airport 

transfers arranged. 
Daily and evening 

entertainment.
Special rates for seniors.

Tel: 039 978 3361
Fax: 039 976 0971
Email: info@bluemarlin.co.za
www.bluemarlin.co.za

NEWLY 
REFURBISHED

AMAKHOSI CONTAINER SALES
STORAGE : REFRIGERATED : CONVERSIONS 

BEST PRICES AND QUALITY : 3m, 6m, 12m
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DENNIS WESLEY: 083 733 6208
dennisw@acsales.co.za

Club of Boksburg

DONATE a School Bag TODAYand help a child in need.

“A School Bag For All” Campaign aims to provide
underprivileged school children the necessary

School Kit to enhance their dignity
and encourage confidence.

HELP KIDS IN NEED SUCCEED!

ONLY

R100

Join East Rand Stereo & Rotary Boksburg to support education.

Contact Derek Fox on 082 886 0651 
derek@succeedbrokers.com

Noel Wauchope on 082 486 7330
noshawzz@global.co.za

Stamp Collection
FOR SALE

South West African collection 
from 1897 Deutsch-
Sudwestafrika issues to 

1990 Flora, incl Postage 
Dues and Official Stamps. 
Virtually complete. All mint/

unmounted mint. Fully written 
up in loose leaf album. 
SACC catalogue 
value R313 391

Asking price R180 000 ono 
Email:

terry@kiburuzo.co.za

www.gumtreelodge.com
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