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ON MY MIND Sarah van Heerden, editor

Last month, I was invited 
to speak at the District 
9370 Conference about 
the necessity of consistent 
branding in today’s world 
(and no, don’t even think 
it - incorrect branding 
is never better than no 
branding!).

Everything was on track 
and I got to the airport early, 
went to a lounge and worked 
on my presentation in peace. 
While there, a waitron asked 

if she could take my coffee cup and when I replied, I 
was startled to hear that my voice sounded like nails on 
a chalkboard! I arrived in Port Elizabeth confident that 
my ‘pipes’ would work the next day, but it was not to be 
and much to the delight of my doctor and pharmacist 
(I think I have contributed towards a healthy portion of 
their annual vacation fund), four weeks of laryngitis had 

begun. My poor audience was subjected to me rasping, 
squawking and squeaking, but they were kind and 
accepted the torment with grace and humility. 

It was while standing in front of that room that I 
noticed how incredibly diverse that district is and how 
accepting Rotarians are. Nearly 420 people attended 
the conference and they were there because they 
chose to be. They accepted each other for who they 
were, chatted, laughed, made friends and shared ideas. 

It was incredible to think that each of these very 
different people had something in common; they were 
there because they realised there is power in numbers 
and when people across the world come together, the 
possibilities are endless. Every person there had joined 
Rotary because they refuse to accept the status quo 
when others are suffering because they know that 
Rotary is a place for friendship, growth and lots of fun! 

But for this incredible organisation to work and 
flourish, there are rules we need to follow and we need 
to remain connected to the organisation. It is pointless 
calling ourselves Rotarians if we don’t connect with 

other clubs, districts and Rotarians. 
We need to participate because 
the power of our organisation rests 
in the connections we make, the 
resources we leverage through those 
connections and the friendships that 
are created. Without this connectivity 
of Rotary, our clubs are little more than 
a community gathering but when we 
allow ourselves to become connected, 
we are unstoppable, credible and a 
force for good. We need to remain 
connected in order to get the best out 
of Rotary.

I realised the other day that I am 
among the few who regularly reads the 
decisions taken at RI board meetings. 
These decisions are important and 
easy to find on the Rotary website. 
Some are important as they have 
a direct impact on our clubs and 
members, others are just really 
interesting (in April the board decided 
to allow Rotary clubs to be chartered 
in Iraq - can you imagine the incredible 
stories of Service Above Self that will 
come from there?). We also have 
incredible facilities available, such as 
the Rotary Learning Centre, where you 
can complete online courses and learn 
things that will improve your Rotary 
experience and help develop your 
leadership skills. 

Make some time to explore it, you 
won’t regret it - I didn’t!

So, let’s get connected! I challenge 
you to get your club more involved in 
connecting with the organisation of 
Rotary and learning a bit more of what 
is happening in the world of Rotary.

ENHANCED. 
REDESIGNED. 
SIMPLIFIED.

Enrich your Rotary experience and leadership 
by visiting the improved rotary.org/learn

Welcome to the new
ROTARY LEARNING CENTER

feb19-LearningCenterAd-final.indd   1 12/17/18   11:13 AM
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Dear Fellow Rotarians,

BARRY RASSIN
President, Rotary International

Message from the 

RI PRESIDENT
Speeches and news from RI President Barry Rassin

www.rotary.org/office-president

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

As I look back on all the things I have seen and 
the people I have met since becoming president of 
Rotary International last July, I am certain of this: 
Rotary’s capacity to transform lives for the better 
is unparalleled. Our impact is far beyond anything I 
could have imagined when I first became a Rotarian.

I think about the Rotarians I met in Pakistan, who 
partnered with Coca-Cola to improve sanitation in 
Karachi’s neighbourhoods while supporting polio 
eradication efforts. I think about the Puerto Rican 
Rotarians who are helping entire communities rebuild 
their lives after Hurricane Maria. I think about the 
German Rotaractors who are working to save bees - 
whose role as pollinators is so important to our planet 
- from extinction. I think about the six Rotarians and 
Rotaractors who were honoured as People of Action: 
Young Innovators at Rotary Day at the United Nations 
in Nairobi, Kenya, in November for their work to create 
novel solutions to tough challenges.

It seems like only yesterday that I stood on a stage 
in San Diego and asked you to Be the Inspiration in 
your clubs, in your communities and in the world. 
Your response was an inspiration to me. You are 
paving the way for Rotaractors to become our future 
leaders, helping start new Rotaract clubs and working 
to include Rotaractors in Rotary events and projects in 
your communities. You are working hard to eradicate 
polio, participating in 4 200 events in more than 100 
countries for World Polio Day. And you are carrying out 
transformative projects that will create lasting change in 
your communities and in the world.

This year, I also saw how Rotary’s work to build 
peace is bearing fruit. The 98 Rotary Peace Fellows who 
are studying at our peace centres will soon graduate, 
joining more than 1 200 others in applying their conflict 
resolution skills to problems that need solutions. And this 
month, Esther and I will travel to Hamburg, Germany, 
for a convention where people of all races, nationalities, 
religions and political backgrounds will unite because 
they want to make the lives of all people better.

Seeing what Rotary means to people - to the 
communities we serve and to Rotarians themselves - 
has deepened my affection and admiration for all that 
Rotary is and does.

Soon it will be time for Esther and me to return home 
to Nassau. When we get there, I will look out on the 
vast sea that surrounds our island and it will remind me 
of Rotary’s limitless possibilities and of the amazing 
future that awaits us beyond the horizon. I look forward 
to sailing there with you.
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The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster 
the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise 
and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

First. The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;

Second. High ethical standards in business and 
professions; the recognition of the worthiness of 
all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each 
Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society;

Third. The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

Fourth. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.

Of the things we think, say or do:

1) Is it the TRUTH?

2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS?

4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

The Object of Rotary

The Four-Way Test

service above self

Learn more about Rotary at: 
www.rotary.org

ROTARY
Members: 
1 219 438

Clubs:  
35 848

ROTARACT
Members:  
 157 811

Clubs:  
9 827

INTERACT
Members:  
549  677

Clubs:  
23 912

RCCs
Corps:  

10 238

• Increase
• Decrease

ROTARY 
AT A 

GLANCE
As at 15 March 2019 

Message from The Rotary Foundation 

TRUSTEES
As thousands of Rotarians around the world board 
flights to Hamburg for the Rotary International 
Convention in just a few days, someone in line 
might see one of our pins or a Rotary tag on our 
luggage and ask, “Are you a Rotarian?”

After we answer with an enthusiastic “yes,” there’s 
much more to say about how we, as People of Action, 
are making the world a better place - through our 
connections within clubs and through the transformative 
power of The Rotary Foundation. 

We can talk about how Rotary implements projects 
that will help communities long after we’re all gone. We 
can describe how clubs in one country pool funds with 
those from another to make communities healthier, more 
prosperous and better educated. We can share how 
our clubs partnered with global health leaders to bring 
the scourge of polio to its knees. And we can proudly 
note that much of the good that Rotary does now and 
will do in the future is because of the Foundation and 
its promise to transform gifts into projects that change 
lives.

As we gather in Hamburg to mark another successful 
Rotary year, we have much to celebrate. At publication 
time, we had approved 1 078 Global Grant applications, 

with total funding of $76.5 million. 
Last July, we launched the community assessment 

component as a requirement for all Global Grant or 
Vocational Training Team applications as part of our 
commitment to sustainability. That approach also 
informs why we established the Rotary Disaster 
Response Fund and Grant this year, which allows 
distribution of grants up to $25 000 for worldwide 
Rotarian disaster response.

We also saw the Rotary Peace Centres significantly 
grow and increase their impact. From among record 
numbers of applicants in 2019, around 100 Peace 
Fellows will be chosen and once they graduate, they 
will join more than 1 200 others in applying their conflict 
resolution skills to global problems. 

And as of this writing, we are extraordinarily close to 
meeting this year’s fundraising goal, but we still need 
your help to surpass it. 

We are committed to strengthening and growing the 
Foundation for the future. As we look forward to a new 
Rotary year and opportunities to make an even greater 
impact in communities worldwide, we would like to thank 
our chair, Brenda M Cressey, for her leadership during 
the past two months. Should you have questions about 
the Foundation’s recent leadership transition, we invite 
you to find more information at rotary.org/myrotary. 

There are countless ways the Foundation fuels our 
ability to be proud Rotary members. In turn, there is so 
much we can do to help it grow. End your Rotary year 
on a high note: Visit rotary.org/donate. We thank you for 
your generosity and for all you do in Rotary.
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Foundation

By PDG Patrick Coleman: Regional Rotary Foundation Coordinator Zone 20A South

Fellowships - Fun, but
More than just fun!

June is designated Rotary Fellowships Month 
to recognise the importance of international 
fellowship and goodwill among Rotarians with 
similar recreational and vocational interests, to 
promote increased participation in fellowships and 
to increase understanding of this programme. The 
RI Board encourages these groups to celebrate 
Rotary Fellowships Month through projects, 
activities and events. 

Indeed, the very purpose of that first Rotary meeting 
in February 1905 was fellowship. They were not 
planning a toilet block at the nearest school nor looking 
for disadvantaged children to help. They were looking 
for friendship and they found it. Rotary has changed in 
the past 114 years – and that is a very good thing!

Rotary Fellowships began informally in 1928 when 
Rotarians with a shared interest in the 
international language Esperanto joined 
together. In 1947, a group of Rotarian 
boating enthusiasts began flying the 
Rotary flag from their crafts, calling 
themselves the International Yachting 
Fellowship of Rotarians — which now 
holds the distinction of being the oldest 
existing Rotary Fellowship. The scope 
of fellowships has changed significantly 
over the years, but their purpose 
remains the same: to unite Rotarians 
in friendship and provide opportunities 
to enjoy favourite recreational activities, 
hobbies, sports, vocation and most 
recently Rotary history and culture.

Currently, there are more than 70 official Rotary 
Fellowships registered with RI. (Find the list at https://
www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/more-fellowships)

One really good example of Rotary Fellowships 
organised around both a recreational activity and 
community service is the Fellowship Cycling to Serve. 
Through cycling activities, this Fellowship works to 
promote international understanding and peace.

Many fellowships also use their special interests to 
serve others. For example, the Fellowship of Canoeing 
Rotarians has organised clean-ups of polluted 
rivers. Members of the International Computer Users 
Fellowship of Rotarians have hosted training sessions 
for Rotarians and the general public. Members of the 
International Fellowship of Rotarian Scuba Divers join 
local Rotary clubs to undertake service projects on each 
of their diving trips.

Another great example is the BREW (Beers 
Rotarians Enjoy Worldwide) Fellowship which donates 

25 percent of their annual membership revenue to the 
Water and Sanitation Rotarian Action Group. During the 
2017 RI Convention in Atlanta, BREWS donated US 
$2 500 to WASRAG in support of water and sanitation 
projects. 

The Wine Appreciation Fellowship is a learning 
tool for those who are interested in expanding their 
knowledge and sharing ideas regarding all aspects 
of wine appreciation. The fellowship has an email 
newsletter and members are encouraged to visit 
their interactive wine website (www.rotarywine.net) 
frequently for updates, features, articles and information 
on wine events and trips. Annual meetings are held at 
the RI Conventions and are some of the most popular 
events of the whole Convention.

Yes… There is a fellowship of whiskey drinkers, 
too! Whiskey DRAM – Whiskey Drinking 
Rotarians And Members. You can find 
them at https://whiskeydram.org/. They 
also warn members that “consumption 
of alcoholic beverages impairs one’s 
ability to drive a car and may cause 
health problems. Drinking alcohol during 
pregnancy may cause birth defects. The 
Whiskey DRAM Fellowship reminds you 
to please drink responsibly.”

We are trying to start a new Rotary 
Fellowship called “Beard and Moustache 
Appreciation Rotarian Fellowship.” The 
details are being completed as of this 
writing. Hopefully, we will have it up and 

running soon!
Then there is this amazing story:
The Rotarian Fellowship for Fighting AIDS (RFFA) 

was initiated by Marion Bunch in 2003 after she was 
asked by Past RI President Bhichai Rattakul to put 
together a plan to help the African children. (See: http://
bit.ly/2wlphv8)

RFFA has developed far beyond the initial concept. 
We now know this as Rotarians for Family Health and 
AIDS Prevention (RFHA - rfha.org) with the new CEO 
Sue Paget of the Rotary E-Club of Southern Africa 
D9400. 

By mobilising a network of hundreds of Rotary 
clubs, RFHA is a recognised Rotarian Action Group 
and custodians of the Rotary Family Health Days 
Programme having served over 2.1 million men, women 
and children with free health services since 2011.

Yes… There IS a Rotary Fellowship for YOU! Peruse 
the list, make contact, join them and Be The Inspiration 
with your new best friends!
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Public Image

By Lee-Ann Shearing, Regional Public Image Coordinator Zone 20A South
ACHIEVE EXCELLENCE

Winter is almost upon us in the southern hemisphere 
and by now, I am sure many Rotarians are enjoying 
the beginning of summer in Germany and Capturing 
the Moment at the RI Convention in Hamburg.  Those 
of us not fortunate enough to attend are looking 
forward to seeing the photographs and hearing 
about all the wonderful speakers and breakaway 
sessions that were offered. 

Most district conferences are all done and dusted 
by now and it was good to see so many Facebook 
posts showing the fun and inspiration that was offered.  
My one sadness is that I did not see any posts using 
the People of Action materials and I believe this was 
a missed opportunity by all who used social media to 
portray the diverse activities showcased by the district 
conferences.  

It is incumbent upon each and every Rotarian to 
get behind the People of Action campaign.  Not only 
does it demonstrate to our potential partners, donors 
and communities that we get things done, but it also 
illustrates that doing good is fun!

Many of our membership is BBC (Born Before 
Computers) and it is always a bit scary to learn 
something new.  But we all have a responsibility to 

keep ourselves updated with new technology if we are 
to attract younger members into our clubs to aid us in 
staying relevant and vibrant, to grow Rotary into the 
future.

The Rotary Brand Centre is not such a scary animal 
once you get used to it – if I can use it then so can all 
of you!  As Ralph Marston said, “Excellence is not a 
skill. It is an attitude”.  Please try using the People of 
Action section in the brand centre.  Who knows, you 
may become addicted.

If you are having any trouble with uploading your 
own photo or struggling to save any work that you have 
created, contact your District Public Image Chair and 
they will assist you to become experts – and then you 
can teach others.  

Spend a bit of time in the Brand Centre, create 
different print ads, banners, brochures and above all, 
have some fun with it.  I wish you all excellence as you 
utilise the tools that will help you connect the world. 

“Excellence is never an accident; it is the result 
of high intention, sincere effort, intelligent direction, 
skilful execution and the vision to see obstacles as 
opportunities.” Anonymous
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IN DETAIL

Holger Knaack, a member of the 
Rotary Club of Herzogtum Lauenburg-
Mölln (D1940, Germany), has been 
selected to serve as president of Rotary 
International in 2020/21.

The Nominating Committee’s decision 
follows the resignation last month of 
President-nominee Sushil Gupta due 
to health reasons. Knaack will officially 
become president-nominee if no other 
candidates challenge him by 31 May.

To build a stronger membership, Knaack 
says Rotary must focus on increasing 
the number of female members and 
transitioning Rotaractors into Rotarians.

Knaack believes that the People 
of Action campaign offers new public 
awareness possibilities for Rotary. “This 
campaign conveys our global image while 
still respecting differences in regions and 
cultures,” he says.

A Rotary member since 1992, Knaack 

has served Rotary as treasurer, director, 
moderator, member and chair of several 
committees, representative for the Council 
on Legislation, zone coordinator, training 
leader and district governor. He is an 
endowment/major gifts adviser and cochair 
of the Host Organisation Committee for the 
2019 Rotary International Convention in 
Hamburg.

Knaack is the CEO of Knaack KG, a 
real estate company. He was previously 
a partner and general manager of 
Knaack Enterprises, a 125-year-old family 
business.

He is a founding member of the Civic 
Foundation of the City of Ratzeburg and 
served as president of the Golf-Club Gut 
Grambek. Knaack is also the founder and 
chair of the Karl Adam Foundation.

Knaack and his wife, Susanne, are 
Major Donors to The Rotary Foundation 
and members of the Bequest Society.

KNAACK TO LEAD ROTARY

THE BOARD HAS VOTED...
At the fourth 2018/19 RI Board of Directors meeting in April, the board reviewed 11 

committee reports and recorded 44 decisions. These are the highlights, the full minutes are 
available at http://bit.ly/2WctnoH

Clubs and districts
• From 1 July 2021, a new district governor 

funding model (in pilot now through 2021) would 
come into effect. This will require district governors 
to document the full use of the funds provided by RI 
via district accounts and return any unused portion 
to Rotary. 

• The qualifications for serving on district committees 
were amended to allow for the selection of 
Rotaractors to the committees.

• The board agreed to continue conducting 
its non-club-based participant model test, 
which aims to create new channels into Rotary, 
build awareness of the Rotary brand, diversify 
participation in Rotary and to increase Rotary’s 
openness and appeal.

• The formation of Rotary clubs in Iraq was also 
approved.

Administration and Finances
• It agreed that from 1 July 2020, Rotary will not 

fund the expenses of a president’s representative  

 
to district conferences that do not meet certain 
attendance requirements and that the president’s 
representatives shall not be appointed to more 
than one conference per Rotary year.

• In reviewing the Rotary brand, the board 
requested all users of the Rotary Marks to come 
into visual brand compliance as soon as possible. 

• After 31 July 2019, advertisements or other 
information that are not brand compliant will not 
be published in official media. 

• Exhibitions which are not brand compliant will not 
be allowed at official Rotary events.

• It also extended the strategic partnership with 
the Institute for Economics and Peace through 
2022 and the project partnership with ShelterBox 
through 2022.

• The African Development Bank and Asian 
Development Bank were added to the list 
of organisations to which Rotary has 
representation.
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Last July, the covers of the Rotarian and the Rotary 
Regional Magazines (including Rotary Africa) 
featured a picture of RI President Barry Rassin and 
his wife, Esther, with a flock of flamingos. 

The covers received a lot of love on social media 
and people began to attend Rotary events wearing 
flamingo swag and tagging Barry in the pictures. In 
April, Barry issued the flamingo challenge: “Starting the 
#FlamingoChallenge for each of us to announce what 
change we will make in our life. I am taking up bike 
riding so I can ride in the race to end Polio in 2020. How 
about you?”

What Barry was trying to capture in the challenge is 
best reflected by that one flamingo in the cover image 
who is heading the complete opposite direction from the 
rest of the members in his flock. Sometimes we need to 
go in a completely different direction to make life even 
better. That’s what his flamingo challenge is about.

Rotarians all around the world commented on 
his post with their own personal goals. Things like 
exercising more and eating healthy. Some wanted to 
travel to a new country and others wanted to explore 
more about their own country.

It’s also no surprise though – because Rotarians 
are People of Action – that some of the Flamingo 
Challenges were Rotary related. Things like finding 
new projects to participate in, attending an international 
convention or stepping up to serve in club or district 
leadership. All of these things are great examples of the 
Flamingo Challenge.

I want to offer a more serious perspective on this 
challenge. Sometimes the change in our lives we really 
need to make is not in what we are doing but in what 
we are thinking. The biggest Flamingo Challenge we 
could take on is really getting rid of the emotions that 
are useless, unproductive and painful. Things like pride 
and selfishness and insecurity or jealousy.

Imagine how incredible our organisation, our Rotary 
clubs, would be if there was no more comparison of the 
leaders before and after us? If there was no jealousy 
for other’s success in Rotary, but instead unwavering 
support?

What if we no longer worked for our own glory 
and achievements but instead asked anyone who is 
interested to join us and help? What if we didn’t worry 
about our position and rank and instead did whatever 
was needed to make Rotary better? These would be 
very powerful outcomes for Rotary.

So like that little flamingo, when we work hard to be 
a little different – whether it is in the things we think, 
say, or do – then we can say we have accomplished 
Rassin’s Flamingo Challenge.

Source: blog.rotary.org - Adapted with permission 
from a speech Frye delivered at the District 6600 
conference in early May. Frye is the district’s public 
image chair.

By Alison Frye, president of the Rotary Club of 
Perrysburg, Ohio, USA

BE FLAMINGOS 
OF CHANGE! 
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ONE 
OF 21
Flamingo-Welkom’s Dries 
Lötter to be inducted as an 
Arch Klumph Society member
Dries Lötter is the first South African and Rotarian 
in Zone 20A to be officially inducted as a member 
of the Arch Klumph Society through outright gifts 
during his lifetime. Zone 20A includes 10 countries, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Angola, Namibia, 
Botswana, Mozambique, Swaziland, Lesotho and 
South Africa.

Margot Picard (see Rotary Africa November 2018) 
was the first person from Zone 20A to reach Arch Klumph 
Society level and as she reached it posthumously, 
through a generous bequest to The Rotary Foundation, 
she was never ‘officially inducted’. 

Lötter and Picard join 21 other members from Africa 
as Arch Klumph Society members, including four from 
Kenya, 11 from Nigeria, two from Seychelles, one each 
from Tanzania and Uganda.

Lötter is a member of the Rotary Club of Flamingo-
Welkom (D9370) and known as a passionate Rotarian 
and advocate of EndPolioNow. “This man is the epitome 
of a good Rotarian,” said DG Gianna 

In 2016, Lötter became the first Rotarian in South 
Africa to establish a personalised endowed fund 
through The Rotary Foundation. The fund supports the 
Foundation’s Water and Sanitation Major Gifts Initiative 

and was launched with the goal of raising $25 million 
over the next three to five years for water and sanitation 
projects.

His interest in the subject came from experience 
when tree roots blocked the sewer pipes and 
compromised the toilets at a school in Welkom. He 
enlisted his club and another in Australia to repair the 
damage. Afterwards, members of the Australian club 
visited Welkom to provide eyeglasses to students and 
community members in need.

Before building a successful trucking and self-
storage business - which directs part of its rental 
income to End Polio Now - Lötter came from humble 
beginnings. “It means the world to me” to be able to give 
back, he says. “When I give to The Rotary Foundation, I 
know my contributions make a difference in the lives of 
people around the world.”

While discussing his next gift to The Foundation 
with Elizabeth Lamberti, the Senior Major Gifts Officer, 
Foundation Services, at Rotary’s Europe and Africa 
Office, Lamberti pointed out that Lötter was close to 
reaching the Arch Klumph Society level, “I decided to 
do it.” 

Over the years, Lamberti has come to know Lötter 
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Named after the sixth president of Rotary, the Arch Klumph Society recognises The Rotary Foundation’s 
highest tier of donors- those who have contributed $250 000 or more during their lifetime. Membership in the 
Arch Klumph Society is lifelong. Each member has the opportunity to have his or her portrait placed in the Arch 
Klumph Society Gallery, located on the 17th floor of Rotary International World Headquarters in Evanston, 
Illinois, USA. Portraits are etched on glass plaques to create a stunning display of our Foundation’s most 
valued supporters. Members will also have their profiles included in an interactive display, plus receive pins, 
pendants and several other benefits commensurate with their generosity.

David Edwards (front centre), the Rotary President’s Personal Representative to the District 9370 
Conference, read a letter of congratulations to Dries Lotter (front left) before joining DG Gianna Doubell 
(front right), PDGs Natty Moodley, Patrick Coleman and Greg Cryer in a toast to Dries’ selfless giving. 
Photo: Dane Doubell

and will be present when he is inducted as an Arch 
Klumph Society member in Hamburg this month. 

“It has been an honour to work with Dries Lötter over 
the past few years. Whether he is raising awareness 
and support for PolioPlus, building long-term support for 
water and sanitation projects through the endowment 

fund or providing support to the Annual Fund, Dries is 
a passionate advocate of The Rotary Foundation. It 
will be a historic moment for Zone 20A South to see 
him inducted into the Arch Klumph Society at the RI 
Convention. Thank you Dries for Being the Inspiration 
for so many Rotarians.”

Dries Lötter with his granddaughter, Elvee, and other members of the Rotary Club of Flamingo-Welkom. 
Photo: Dane Doubell.
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Thanks to a strategic partnership Rotary formed with 
the Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP), which the 
RI Board recently extended to 2022, we have resources 
to help reduce the root causes of conflict and to create 
conditions of Positive Peace in our communities.

This independent think tank and leader in the study of 
peace and conflict, has identified eight factors that lead 
to Positive Peace: low levels of corruption, acceptance of 
rights of others, free flow of information, strong business 
environment, high levels of human capital, equitable 
distribution of resources, good relations with neighbours 
and well-functioning government.

How can we foster peace?
One of Rotary’s great strengths is our ability to unite the 

right people to work towards a common goal and create 
sustainable projects in our communities. To help create and 
sustain action and investment in positive peace, Rotary and 
the Institute have developed:

• The Rotary Positive Peace Academy: A free 
online learning platform that includes modules and 
interactive tools to teach users how to apply new 
peacebuilding methods and mobilise communities to 
address the underlying causes of conflict. Visit http://
rotarypositivepeace.org/

• Positive Peace presentation guides: Downloadable 
resources to help Rotarians conduct in-person training 
and facilitate dialogue to help foster community-based 
engagement in peace. The club and district conference 
facilitator and presentation guides are available at 
rotary.org.

• Positive Peace workshops: Rotary and the Institute 
are creating a global curriculum that Rotary clubs and 
districts can use to train emerging leaders in the pillars of 
Positive Peace. As part of the curriculum development, 
two pilot workshops took place in Mexico and Colombia 
during the 2018/19 Rotary year:

Mexico 2019: Despite high crime rates in recent 
years, Mexico’s potential for peace is one of 
the highest in the world. During the 2019 pilot 
workshop in Mexico, Rotary and Rotaract 
members are working with emerging leaders and 
experts in the country to build regional coalitions 
that support Positive Peace and Rotary’s efforts 
for peacebuilding in the country.
Colombia 2019: Signing the Colombian peace 
agreement put an end to one of the world’s 
longest armed conflicts and marked the beginning 
of a process to build lasting and sustainable 
peace. Through the workshop, Rotary and 
Rotaract members will help shape this process 
by leveraging its networks and engaging key 
stakeholders to identify ways to build Positive 
Peace at the local level.

Rotary makes amazing things happen, like:
• Improving quality of life. Rotary members founded the 

People for People Foundation, which has helped 10 000 
families afford food, clothing, rent, utilities, medications 
and other necessities.

• Raising awareness of bullying. Rotaract clubs in the 
Philippines conduct anti-bullying campaigns in schools 
to teach children how to handle conflict peacefully from 
an early age.

• Protecting domestic violence survivors and their 
families. The US state of Louisiana has the fourth highest 
incidence of death caused by domestic violence. Local 
Rotary members met this issue by helping a shelter 
provide food, clothing, legal advocacy and counselling 
to over 500 women in one year.

• Promoting positive peace. Rotary has partnered with 
the Institute for Economics and Peace, an independent 
think tank and leader in the study of peace and conflict, 
to help address the root causes of conflict and create 
conditions that foster peace.

CAN WE FOSTER POSITIVE PEACE?

http://rotarypositivepeace.org/
http://rotarypositivepeace.org/
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Measuring peace in a complex world: the 2018 
Global Peace Index showed that the world was 
less peaceful than at any time in the last decade. 
The results found that the global level of peace 
decreased by 0.27 percent in the last year, marking 
the fourth successive year of deteriorations - 92 
countries deteriorated, while 71 countries improved. 

Unresolved tensions, conflicts and crises from the 
past decade, which have remained unresolved, have 
caused a gradual and sustained fall in peacefulness. 
Underlying this fall in peacefulness, six of the nine 
regions in the world deteriorated in the last year. The four 
most peaceful regions – Europe, North America, Asia-
Pacific, and South America – all recorded deteriorations. 
Iceland, New Zealand, Austria, Portugal and Denmark 

were listed as the top five most peaceful countries and 
Syria remains the least peaceful country in the world. 
Afghanistan, South Sudan, Iraq and Somalia comprise 
the remaining least peaceful countries. 

The 10-year trend in peacefulness found that global 
peacefulness deteriorated by 2.38 percent since 2008, 
with 85 GPI countries recording a deterioration and 75 
an improvement. The last improvement in peacefulness 
occurring in 2014. 

The economic impact of violence increased by two 
percent during 2017 due to a rise in the economic 
impact of conflict and increases in internal security 
spending, with the largest increases being in China, 
Russia and South Africa. 

In the last 70 years, per capita growth has been 

PEACE 
IN 
AFRICA
A global overview: Global Peace Index 2018
Source: Institute for Economics and Peace
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three times higher in highly peaceful countries when 
compared to countries with low levels of peace. The 
difference is even stronger when looking at changes 
in peacefulness, with the report finding that per capita 
GDP growth has been seven times higher over the 
last decade in countries that improved in peacefulness 
versus those that deteriorated.

The Global Peace Index (GPI) ranks 163 independent 
states and territories (99.7 percent of the world’s 
population) according to their level of peacefulness and 
is produced by the Institute for Economics and Peace 

(IEP). 
To compile this report, the IEP used comprehensive 

data-driven analysis to measure trends in peace, its 
economic value and how to develop peaceful societies. 
Twenty-three indicators from highly-respected sources 
are used to measure the state of peace. These 
indicators are grouped into three categories, the level 
of societal safety and security, the extent of ongoing 
domestic and international conflict and the degree of 
militarisation within each country or territory.
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Hours in line, hurried  service and numerous follow-
ups are a reality for many South Africans seeking 
medical care. After being diagnosed with epilepsy 
several years ago, 64-year-old Boyi-Boyi Moss 
rarely saw a doctor for anything else. The idea of 
addressing peripheral health issues was impractical, 
as each hospital visit required expensive travel and 
was only met with understaffed clinics and poor 
service delivery. 

After spending years learning to cope after his 
leg was amputated, he finally reached a point where 
he was unable to live independently. Moss moved to 
Masiphumelele in the Western Cape to live in the 
same yard as his sister. Also elderly and unemployed, 
his sister does her best to provide and care for the 
family and several grandchildren living on the same 
plot of land. Masiphumelele (or Masi as it is commonly 
known) is home to more than 50 000 people living in 
an area of approximately a square kilometre. Most live 
in aluminium shacks and receive health care from the 
single clinic stationed within the community to service 
all the residents.  

Rotary Family Health Days was a welcome relief to 
residents because they could be screened for services 
which would normally be overlooked at the typical clinic 
visit. After getting up at 5am to be seen by the Masi 
Clinic staff, Moss tells that he would be treated for the 
only issue they saw in front of them and there was very 
little worry about the diseases or medical issues that 
were not immediately obvious. He described the health 
days as the equivalent of a full-service garage (ultra city 
or one stop) when you travel long-distance. “They do 
everything for me here and it is all in one big room. It’s 
nice not to have to move around and to know somebody 
cares about everything that is happening to us,” Moss 
shared.

Established as a programme aimed at reaching 
the people who fall between the cracks, Rotary Family 
Health Days in South Africa has contributed to more 
than 2.2 million people served by the RFHD Campaign 
since its inception in 2011 and is now taking place in 
nine countries throughout Africa and India. 

In  2019 Rotary Family Health Days will be launched 
in Lesotho with the Ministry of Health and Rotary District 
9370. While operating at nearly 100 sites in South Africa 
in 2017, more than 35 000 clients were seen and more 
than 135 000 services were provided to patients in 
difficult to service communities. Hundreds of volunteers 
came together in partnership with government, non-
governmental organisations, public and private 
sectors to deliver services for communicable and non-
communicable diseases, screenings (such as HIV 
testing, TB, diabetes and hypertension screening) and 
more than 40 additional services at site level.

The South African programme is unique in its 
cooperation and commitment for long-term support with 
the National Department of Health. The strengthening 
relationships align the programme deliverables with the 
national agenda of the National Development Plan, the 
NSP for HIV, TB and STIs 2017-22 and the Sustainable 
Millennium Development Goals and contribute to 
addressing the quadruple burden of disease in the 
country. 

This three-day campaign is led by the Rotarian 
Action Group, RFHA INC (Rotarians for Family Health 
and AIDS Prevention) and inspires thousands to serve 
millions in what has come to be known as a prevention 
revolution. Learn more about how you can be involved 
and begin now engaging in the 2019 Rotary Family 
Health Days scheduled for 2-4 October 2019 across 
South Africa at www.rfhdsouthafrica.org. 
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MORE THAN THEY EXPECTED
Accessing health care is not always easy, which is why a programme 

with multiple services under one roof was a lifesaver for many

Advertorial



June 2019 ∙ Rotary Africa | 17

 

RotaryFamilyHealthDaysSA @RFHD_ZA

 

Rotary clubs, volunteers, community workers, and organisations are 
needed to work in this wonderful Public/Private Partnership to ensure 
this is the best year ever!

Learn more at www.rfhdsouthafrica.org

Our 7th Annual Rotary 
Family Health Days 
is around the corner!

Be a part of the prevention 
revolution by giving the gift of time.

Contact a RFHD District Leader today:

D9400 - John Anticevich
j.ant@mweb.co.za

D9400  - PDG Grant Daly
dalyg@hillary.co.za

D9350 - PDG Bev Frieslich
bevfrieslich@telkomsa.net

D9350 - PDG Geraldine Nicol
geraldinehnicol@gmail.com

 

D9370 - PDG Greg Cryer
greg@keydev.co.za

D9370  - PDG Hennie de Bruin
de-bruin@planetkzn.co.za

D9370 - PP Clive Hassel
crh@webafrica.org.za

Our goal is to serve and mobilise 60,000 people for health screenings 
and testing. 
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02 - 04 October 2019
in all 9 Provinces

02 - 04 October 2019
in all 9 Provinces
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4x4 vehicles
rotary4x4.org.za

Amateur radio
ifroar.org

Antique automobiles
achafr.eu

Beer 
rotarybrew.org

Bird-watching 
jwest@ameritech.net 

Bowling
rotariansbowling.org

Canoeing
sites.google.com/site/canoeingrotarians

Caravanning
rotarianscaravanning.org.uk

Chess
www3.sympatico.ca/brian.clark

Computer users 
icufr.org

Convention goers 
conventiongoers.org

Cooking 
rotariangourmet.com

Corporate social 
responsibility

csr-rotarianfellowship.org

Cricket
rotarycricket.org

Cruising
facebook.com/groups/cruisingrotariansfellowship

Curling
curlingrotarians.com

Cycling 
cyclingtoserve.org

Doctors
rotary-site.org/health-professionals

Doll lovers
rotarydlf.org

Draughts (checkers)
boyebade@hotmail.com

E-clubs
rotarianseclubfellowship.org

Editors and publishers 
facebook.com/groups/IFREP

Educators
rotarianeducators.org 

Environment
envirorotarians.org

Esperanto 
radesperanto.monsite-orange.fr/index.html

Ethics
facebook.com/groups/1133950666630100/

Fishing
facebook.com/groups/
InternationalFellowshipofFishingRotarians 

Flying
iffr.org

Genealogy
lawrence.tristram@tristram.me.uk

Go playing (board game)
gpfr.jp

Golf 
igfr-international.com

Hiking
paskky@gmail.com

Home exchange 
rotarianhomeexchange.com

Honorary consuls
kappenberger@gmail.com

Rotary Fellowships provide a chance to make lasting friendships with people outside your club. Members 
of these groups share an interest, wish to further their vocational development or want to make new 
friends, explore opportunities for service and enhance their experience in Rotary.  Fellowships must 
have active members in at least five countries and may include Rotarians, Rotarians’ family members, 
Rotaractors, alumni, and programme participants. To join a fellowship, visit the group’s website or use 
the email address provided. If you would like to start a fellowship, write to rotaryfellowships@rotary.org.

ROTARY FELLOWSHIPS
www.rotary.org/fellowships
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Horseback riding
franz.gillieron@hispeed.ch

Internet
roti.org

Italian culture 
linkedin.com/groups/6528431/profile

Jazz
rotaryjazz.com

Latin culture
facebook.com/RotariosLatinos

Lawyers
rotarianlawyersfellowship.org

Magicians
rotarianmagician.org

Magna Graecia
fellowshipmagnagraecia.org

Marathon running
rotarianrun.org

Military veterans
rotarianveterans.org

Motorcycling
ifmr.org

Musicians
ifrm.org

Old and rare books
rotaryoldbooks.org

Past district governors
pdgsfellowship.org

Photographers
facebook.com/groups/IFRP1

Police and law enforcement
polepfr.org

Quilters and fibre artists
rotariansquilt.org

Railroads
ifrr.info

Recreational vehicles
rvfrinternational.com

Rotary global history
rghfhome.org

Rotary heritage and 
history
rhhif.org

Rotary means business
rotarymeansbusiness.com

Rotary on pins
facebook.com/RotaryonPinsFellowship

Rotary on stamps 
rotaryonstamps.org

Rowing
iforr.org

Russian culture
Germany.eckstein.artur@googlemail.com

Scouting
ifsr-net.org

Scuba diving
facebook.com/groups/150959392719/about/

Shooting sport
shootingsportrotarians.org 

Singles
rsfinternational.net

Skiing
isfrski.org

Social networks  
rosnf.net

Surfing
facebook.com/SURFSurfersUnite

Table tennis
facebook.com/Table-Tennis-Fellowship-of-
Rotarians-1130180430367736

Tennis
itfr.org

Total quality management
rotarytqm.it

Travel and hosting  
ithf.org

Water polo
facebook.com/IWpFR/

Wellness and fitness
kappenberger@gmail.com

Whiskey
whiskeydram.org

Wine
ccheede@aol.com

Yachting 
iyfr.net

Yoga
rotarianyoga.org
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The Africa Centennial Project Fair is one of the 
exciting features of the centennial celebration. 
The centennial celebrations and the District 9400 
District Conference will take place from 23 to 25 
April 2021 at Emperors Palace, Johannesburg. 

Rotary clubs and districts from across Africa can 
exhibit their projects for free at the fair. “This,” says 
project fair committee chair Grace van Zyl, who is 
also a member of the Rotary Club of Johannesburg 
(D9400), “will give clubs the chance to share ideas and 
experiences from similar projects or to collaborate with 
other clubs in Africa who may be interested in joining 
projects as an international partner.” The fair will also 
provide the ideal opportunity for clubs interested in 
Global Grants to source partners and gain exposure for 
their projects.

Non-Rotary organisations will be able to exhibit but 
at a cost. Their exhibition will be required to align with an 
African theme. The fair will run in a similar fashion to the 

House of Friendship at the annual Rotary Conventions, 
just on a smaller scale. 

At this time, more than 1 500 guests from all over 
Africa, including Rotarians, Rotary dignitaries and 
heads of state, as well as representatives from Rotary 
International are expected to attend. 

DGND Stella Anyangwe of District 9400 recently 
visited the Eastern Africa Projects Fair and attended the 
District 9212 Conference and Assembly in Mombasa. 
Her experiences and observations at the projects fair 
will provide valuable insight to the centennial projects 
fair organising committee.

What she found interesting was that Rotarians from 
clubs in Europe, Mexico and the USA attended the fair 
with the intention of finding prospective project partners. 
The fair showcased the proposed and successfully 
completed projects of 42 Rotary clubs in Districts 9211 
(Tanzania, Uganda) and 9212 (Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya 
and South Sudan).

We won’t just be celebrating Rotary’s 100 years in Africa at 
the centennial event in Johannesburg in April 2021, but we 
will also be sharing the inspiring projects and partnerships 

that our clubs and districts have created to bring lasting 
change to their communities.

FREE EXHIBITS FOR CLUBS & 
DISTRICTS AT PROJECT FAIR

Event
Emperors Palace, O.R. Tambo International Airport, 
Johannesburg

Accommodation
• 5* Peermont D’Oreale Grand Hotel Emperors Palace
• 4* Mondior Hotel 
• 3* Metcourt Hotel

Transport
• Free shuttle service: To and from O.R. Tambo 

International Airport
• Gautrain Rapid Rail: 15 mins to Sandton CBD –Africa’s 

commercial heartland or 40 mins from Pretoria –
executive capital of South Africa World Class Travel

CENTENNIAL GALA BANQUET 



June 2019 ∙ Rotary Africa | 21

DISCON19: IT IS A WRAP!
District 9370 spent a few days in the friendly city, Port Elizabeth, for DG Gianna Doubell’s district conference

When Hennah Soorjee heard that Professor 
Jonathan Jansen was the keynote speaker at the 
District 9370 Conference in Port Elizabeth, the 
Rotaractor from East London decided she had to be 
there! “He is the reason I am where I am today - I just 
need to thank you,” said Soorjee as she nervously 
waited for the professor to exit the auditorium.

Soorjee was in Grade 11 at Sol Plaatje Secondary 
School in Mafikeng when Prof Jansen spoke at her 
school. Afterwards, she got a chance to speak to him, 
“He was honest. When I told him I wanted to study 
medicine at the University of the Free State, he said 
that I would not get in because I am Indian, he also 
told me to resist family pressure and to follow my heart 
when choosing what I would study. I did and I am what 
I am because I followed his advice.”

She took his advice to heart and in 2014 completed a 
Bachelor of Science in Molecular and Cell Biology at the 
University of Witwatersrand and a year later completed 
a Postgraduate Diploma in Management (Business 
Administration) at Wits Business School.

She worked for a while in Durban before the Rising 
Sun Newspaper Group sent her to East London to open 
their Eastern Cape branch as the Branch Administrator. 
She joined the Rotaract Club of Gately and has become 
an enthusiastic member.

After listening to Prof Jansen’s views on Ramaphose 
and the new dawn: are there grounds for hope?, she 
dashed out of the room to wait for a chance to speak 
to her hero. 

After being interviewed by the press, Professor 
Jansen met Soorjee and carefully listened as she shared 
her story and achievements. He said he remembered 
speaking at the school, but most of all he was moved 
to hear of the impact his words had on her future. “You 
should keep doing what feels right… you have really 
made my day by coming to speak to me.”

She is following her heart and one of those journeys 
involves Rotaract, “We had our club elections and I’ve 
been elected the secretary for 2019/2020 and will be 
club president in 2020/21!”

Thanks to an initiative of DG Gianna Doubell to 
elevate Rotaract and make the district more inclusive 
of Rotaractors, a raffle was held to help fund their 
attendance at the 2019 Discon. “It is important for us 
as Rotarians to remember that if we want Rotaractors 
to progress to Rotary, we need to show them the 
dynamism of Rotary. Rotaractors are just starting their 
professional journeys and are not always as financially 
flexible as older Rotarians, so to give them a hand up, 
to introduce them to Rotary at its best by helping them 
get to discon is a ‘common-sense’ move.”

Did it work? According to Henna Soorjee it did! 
“Attending discon for the first time showed me that 

I’m part of something much bigger than I thought. You 
really got to see how Rotary connects people within 
a district. It was inspiring and it was reinvigorating. It 
reminded me of why I joined Rotaract in the first place 
- and I would definitely want to be part of Rotary for as 
long as I possibly can!”

Hennah and the Prof
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Professor Jonathan Jansen 
was the keynote speaker and 
shared the podium with other 
top-class presenters such 
as Janin Hills, CEO of Vuma 
Reputation Management 
and trustee of Brand South 
Africa, Luvuya Bangazi, 
marketing manager of 
Mandela Bay Development 
Agency, Karen Hollely, head 
of Child Witness Institute of 
SA, Margaret Cullen, author 
and professor at the Nelson 
Mandela University Business 
School and Andisiwe Kawa, 
entrepreneur and advocate 
against gender-based 
violence. DG Gianna Doubell 
was proud to announce 
that none of the speakers 
had charged the district to 
present at the conference.

RIPPR David Williams, DG Gianna Doubell and Mr PE UberMANn 
2018, Ofentse Boloko. Photo: Dane Doubell

DGN Maude Boikanyo and DGE Jaco 
Stander. Photo: Dane Doubell

The Rotary Youth Exchange students being hosted in District 9370. Photo: Dane Doubell
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Rotarian Ali Jochin of the Rotary 
Club of Eziukwu-Aba, District 9142, 
Nigeria, decided to visit the district 
to attend the conference. Photo: 
Dane Doubell

At its January meeting, the RI Board approved 75 recipients 
for the 2018/19 Service Above Self Award. PDG Trevor Long of 
the Rotary Club of Algoa Bay was one of the 75. With him is DG 
Gianna Doubell, who nominated him, and his wife, Denise. Photo: 
Dane Doubell

Friday night was party night! District 9370 Rotarians, Anns, Rotaractors, Interactors, Youth Exchange 
Students and guests thoroughly enjoyed the party. The Caribbean theme was chosen to recognise the 
RIPPR’s home country of Barbados. Photo: Dane Doubell

Batten down the hatches! Who knows what will happen with this motley crew on board!
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ROTARIANS AT WORK

What once stood as a derelict 
cowshed has been converted into 
an airy, high-quality early childhood 
development and afterschool 
care centre. The Rotary Club of 
Hermanus (D9350) officially handed 
over the three-classroom facility to 
the Pebbles Education Trust in the 
Hemel en Aarde Valley.

The project was started by Carolyn 
Martin, the co-owner of Creation 
Wines, when she realised that there 
was no pre-school for the children of 
the valley’s labourers. The nearest was 
20 kilometres away and there was no 
transport to take the children to and 
from school. 

She arranged a meeting with local 
farmers and shared her vision of an 
early childhood development centre 
(ECDC) as well as an afterschool 
care centre (ASC). Anthony van 
Hoogstraten was one of the farmers 
at the meeting and offered some of his 
unused buildings at Bergplaas for this 
purpose.

Martin contacted The Pebbles 
Project Trust, which agreed to assist 

BEST ECD 
PROJECT

and established an ECDC in the small farmhouse and the ASC facility in 
the historical main farmhouse; they brought resources and trained staff.

The Rotary Club of Hermanus was approached by Martin as the 
project needed additional classrooms. The club agreed to renovate and 
convert the large, abandoned shed into a three-classroom facility. Past 
District Governor Alex van der Sluys suggested applying for a Global 
Grant. 

Past President Ian Wallace, who was the driving force behind the 
project, said, “As basic education and literacy is one of the key focus 
areas of Rotary, we were delighted to be involved in this exciting project.” 
He consulted widely on the best way to preserve the barn so that it would 

The new ECD facility that was handed over to the Pebbles 
Education Trust for the children of the Hemel en Aarde Valley. 
Below: The old cowshed before the conversion.



June 2019 ∙ Rotary Africa | 25

retain its historical characteristics 
and Andrew Finlayson provided 
the architectural expertise. The 
structural integrity was checked and 
controlled by Edward Grobler, while 
Barry Coombes was appointed as 
the builder.

The planning and sourcing of 
funds for this major project took 
almost two years and in April, Sophia 
Warner, the CEO of the Pebbles 
Education Trust, and President Ann 
Wright (Hermanus) cut the ribbon at 
the entrance of the new ECD centre. 
The centre has three classrooms, 
a bathroom, an office and a fully 
equipped playground.

At the recent D9350 District 
Conference, this project was named 
the Best ECD Project of District 9350.

Kirsten Koen of the Interact Club of Hermanus High School and Tabea Tietze, a Rotary Exchange student 
from Germany, entertaining the children during the handover ceremony.

Anthony van Hoogstraten (owner of Bergplaas), Ann Wright (President of the Rotary Club of Hermanus), 
Sophia Warner (Founder and Director of the Pebbles Education Trust), Carolyn Martin (Co-owner 
Creation Wines),  PP Ian Wallace, PDG Alex van der Sluys, Barry Coombe and Andrew Finlayson.

One of the new classrooms.
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More than 4 500 school children from 13 schools 
were screened for dental care as part of the annual 
Rotadent Project of the Rotary Club of Dundee 
(D9370). The children who needed care were 
referred to the Rotadent Clinic that was held at 
Dundee Junior School.

The screenings were conducted by three 
practitioners, led by Dr Lungi Mahlobo, of the KwaZulu-
Natal Department of Health. The team spent 40 days 
screening children from Grade 1 to Grade 7 in the 
Dundee School district - the furthest school was 80 
kilometres from Dundee - and referred 451 children to 
the Rotadent Clinic that was held from 8-12 April.

Sixteen dentists and assistants from America, 
Finland and Alaska arrived in Dundee to treat the 
children.  

This year, the club was joined by a team from 
Medicine - Arm in Arm (led by Dorothy and Dieter 
Steinert), dentists from America, Finland and Alaska, a 
number of supporters, sponsors and donors, as well as 
five visiting Rotarians from the Rotary Club of Knysna 
(D9350). District Governor Gianna Doubell also spent a 
day at the clinic.

SMILE, IT’S 
ROTADENT!
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by Martin Hatchuel 

The Rotary Club of Knysna gave 15 sets of posters, 
each of which forms a ‘pop-up museum’ about 
Knysna’s timber heritage, to the town’s libraries 
and high schools.

The poster series was developed for the Knysna 
Museum by Martin Hatchuel and Jo Hugo (graphic 
designer) using original and archival photos. The 
posters are based on pages on knysnamuseums.co.za.

The first set of A1-sized posters, printed on museum-
quality canvas and stretched on wooden frames, hangs 
in the Parkes Shop in the Millwood House complex of 
the Knysna Museum. The schools and libraries received 
laminated, A3-sized reprints of these posters.

Each poster has a limited amount of text (maximum 
100 words and was designed to excite interest in 
the poster’s theme) as well as an invitation to visit 
the corresponding page on the site and a QR (quick 
response) code, which links to the same page. 

When users scan these codes with their 
smartphones, the phones automatically direct them 
to the relevant pages, where they’re presented with 
multimedia experiences (text, images, pdf files and 
videos).

Knysna’s timber heritage is told on these posters 
through the stories of the Parkes Shop, the Knysna 
forests, the woodcutters, the timber merchants, the 
trees they harvested, timber products in the early days, 
the Coffee Pot Railway (with original footage of the little 

train in action), and books and movies about the forests. 
The Rotary-sponsored poster sets will be distributed 

to the Main Road, Sedgefield, Smutsville, Rheenendal, 
Hornlee, Masifunde, Khayalethu and Brackenhill 
libraries, as well as, via its sponsored Interact clubs, to 
Percy Mdala, Concordia, Knysna, Knysna Sekonder, 
Oakhill, Heatherhill and Montessori High Schools.

Besides the educational value of the posters and the 
web site to pupils at the schools, the information on the 
web site will be of value to tour guides, tour operators 
and anyone who has an interest in Knysna’s history - 
with the added benefit of being accessible around the 
world.

At the handover of the posters at the Parkes Shop, Knysna Museum are Xola Frans (Knysna 
Municipality), Latoya Baba (Percy Mdala High School), Philip Caveney (Knysna Historical Society), Megan 
Hunter (Knysna High School), Rotarian Herb Hunter and Brandmore Sandile Mngcitha (Percy Mdala High 
School).

HISTORY JUST A CLICK AWAY
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At least 30 schools and 15 NGOs 
have received free books from the 
Rotary Club of Mtunzini (D9370). 

The club had received many 
requests for help with literacy projects 
from schools and other organisations 
and decided to contact The Second 
Wind Foundation in Texas, USA. 

Soon a container of books was 
being shipped to South Africa. The 
Rotary Clubs of Middelburg (D9400) 
and Durban North (D9370) lent 
a helping hand and arranged the 
delivery and transport of the container. 
The container arrived in Mtunzini 
filled with books that ranged from 
pre-school books to novels, teenage 
literature, spiritual books, textbooks 
and many more.

This project created excitement 
in Zululand. Nthabiseng Bryant and 
Barbara Woodburn, two volunteers, 
provided valuable assistance and 
Obanjeni Sawmills has made 
bookcases that will eventually grace 
shops and clubs in Mtunzini.

BOOKS, BOOKS AND MORE BOOKS
Kim Perry, President Peggy Sclanders and Carolyn Scheepers with some of the donated books.
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Remember us in your will.
salvationarmy.org.za/legacies-bequests

Six years ago, the Rotary Club of Phoenix (D9370) 
established a bursary for students to further their 
studies either at a university, technical university, 
FET College or TVET College. 

The project funds the studies of one student at a 
time until completion. The law firm, Sharm Moodley 
and Associates partnered with the club in the project. 
Sharm Moodley is also a Rotarian. Recently, two new 
sponsors joined the project, Vasantha Naidoo and 
Shaun Govender. 

Leesha Gounden was the first person to be awarded 
the bursary, which paid her tuition for four years as she 
completed her degree in education at the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal.

Recipients are chosen on the basis of their academic 
results, financial need and good character. Once they 
receive the bursary, they are also required to engage 
with the club by assisting with community projects. 
The aim is to develop the skills of the recipients and to 
encourage them to be more socially responsible. 

Yashini Govender was the second bursary awardee 
and completed her Bachelor of Commerce in 2018, 
which meant it was time for the club to select another 
worthy recipient.  There were many deserving applicants 
and Arlene Rorick, a 52-year-old single mother who is 
studying towards a degree at the University of the North 
West, received the bursary.

Arlene Rorick with Charter President Sharm Moodley at the signing ceremony.

ARLENE IS SET TO LEARN
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YOUTH NEWS

In May, the EarlyAct Club of Outeniqua Primary 
School concluded its latest community service 
project. The club is sponsored by the Rotary Club 
of George (D9350) and provides young learners with 
opportunities to participate in active citizenship.

"A few years ago we became aware of the 
Wikkelwurms project at Bethesda", said Danielle 
Barnard, the EarlyAct coordinator at Outeniqua 
Primary. "The initiative consists of a stimulation project 
for children with developmental delays from ages two 
to six years. 

“Over the past few years we have, on various 
occasions, reached out to these very special children 
and this year we wanted to do something special for 
them again. Our EarlyActors proved to be more than 
able for the task."

The EarlyActors were assisted by their parents and 
supplied colouring books and DVDs for the centre, 
purchased and made clothes, baked cakes and 
arranged for other treats for the get-together.  A group 
of approximately 35 EarlyActors visited Wikkelwurms  
to hand over the cakes, snacks and gift packs, before 
playing with the children.

“Part of our mission as a school is to provide 
emotional and social support in the development of 
our learners”, said Johan Smit, principal of Outeniqua 
Primary, “and Early Act for us provides a forum for this.”

“We are so proud to be associated with the Outeniqua 
Primary EarlyActors,” said Frances Feig, president of 
the Rotary Club of George.  “Their initiatives embody 
the leadership, compassion and community spirit our 
country needs.”

After delivering the goodies, the EarlyActors had great fun playing with the young children at 
Wikkelwurms.

HELPING OUT IS FUN!
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The Rotary Club of Grahamstown (D9370) hosted a RYLA camp at Thomas Baines Nature Reserve 
that was attended by 65 Grade 11 learners from various parts of the Eastern Cape. For three days, the 
teenagers participated in intense physical and mental training designed to develop their leadership skills. 
This is the 13th year that the club has hosted this event.

A Rotary Youth Leadership Awards 
camp (RYLA) was attended by two 
Interactors of the Interact Club 
of Simon’s Town School. Decent 
Moyana and Lisa Adonis shared their 
experience with the Rotary Club of 
Cape of Good Hope (D9350) after 
they returned from the camp. 

Learners, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Arcadia (D9370), 
attended a Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) camp at 
Thomas Baines Nature Reserve. After returning, they shared their 
experiences and the highlights with the club. 
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The Rotary Satellite Club of St Francis (a satellite of the Rotary 
Club of Uitenhage South, D9370) hosted its first Nederbeach Wine 
Auction and Beach Party on Easter Saturday. More than R60 000 was 
raised for its beneficiaries: Station 21 NSRI, FOSTER (Friends of St 
Francis Nature Areas) and the Kromme Enviro Trust. Auctioneer Jeff 
Clause (Director of FUN at St Francis Links) and MC Mickey Lindsay 
(right) ensured guests had a night of fun bidding on a collection of 
excellent wines that were donated from various wine estates, liquor 
merchants and individuals. The auction was not only limited to wine. 
Mini-break accommodation from Forest Hall B&B, Elgin and Beacon 
Isle, a beautiful original painting by acclaimed artist Judy Fish 
and a custom built short surfboard also went under the hammer. A 
magnum of Vriesenhof Cabernet Sauvignon 2001 in a presentation 
box and signed by the winemaker, Jan Boland Coetzee, was raffled 
and won by Tony Regnart of Port Elizabeth.

The Rotarians and Anns of the Rotary Club of Helderberg (D9350) enjoyed a fellowship evening at Fred 
and Max in Somerset West. 

Eight teams fielded by the Rotary Clubs of Polokwane, Pietersburg 100 and Haenertsburg (D9400) took 
part in the first Bash About the Bush. Organised by the Rotary Club of Polokwane, each team was given 
10 clues and two and a half hours to solve them and identify the relevant animals, plants or creatures and 
photograph them. The winning team was Team Gold (above). After the ‘Bash’, the Rotarians enjoyed a 
braai with family and friends.

AROUND AFRICA
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The Homestead Project provides a home for young 
people who live, work or beg on the streets of Cape 
Town. The Rotary Club of Table Bay (D9350) supports 
this project and has been doing a lot of repair work 
at the facility. After years of mismanagement, The 
Homestead’s wiring system had fallen into such a 
state of disrepair that the boys were getting electric 
shocks while showering. Using a grant that it received 
from the Rotary Club of Claremont, the club installed 
a new security fence around the front of the property 
and repaired the electrical system. The fence was 
installed to prevent homeless people from using the 
alcove at the front to relieve themselves. The club 
is still busy with other general repairs, including 
refurbishing the cupboards.

The Rotary Club of Durban Bay (D9370) used its District Grant to provide library books to St Theresa 
Primary School in Sydenham.

Rotarians from District 9350 (western South Africa, Namibia and Angola) gathered at the Lord Charles 
Hotel in Somerset West near Cape Town for the District Conference in May. Rotarians were inspired by 
the speakers from the USA, Zurich, Munich, Angola, Namibia and South Africa. 
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Bikers roared into action as they treated the residents of Our Home, an old age home in Polokwane, 
to a special day of fun while they raised funds to support the home. Rotarians of the Rotary Clubs of 
Pietersburg 100 and Polokwane (D9400) and bikers from Ulysses Bosveld, Regimental Crew, Knight 
Watchmen, Ghost Riders Limpopo, Bikers in Christ and Old School motorcycle clubs ensured that the 
event was a success. The Rotary Anns were also involved in the morning event and served more than 200 
breakfasts to visitors who came to support the home and shop at the gift market.

Shalin Njeri (15) was born with a congenital birth 
defect that necessitated the amputation of her right 
hand. The Rotary Club of Nairobi-Utumishi (D9212) 
gave her a free prosthetic hand through its LN-4 
Prosthetic Hand project. With her is Eluid Kipoech, 
a friend who also received a prosthetic hand on the 
same day.

Anne Wangechi (29) is a lawyer who was born 
without a left hand. The Rotary Club of Nairobi-
Utumishi (D9212) gave her a free prosthetic hand 
through its LN-4 Prosthetic Hand project.



June 2019 ∙ Rotary Africa | 35

The Rotary Club of 
Plettenberg Bay (D9350) 
donated new uniforms 
and equipment as well as 
more than R30 000 to the 
Plett Watch group. This 
organisation consists of a 
team of volunteers who work 
around the clock, especially 
during the busy holiday 
seasons and the annual 
Plett Matric rage, to ensure 
that holidaymakers and 
residents feel happy and safe 
at all times. Jared Harding 
of Plett Watch thanks Alison 
Weather-Kilian and her fellow 
Rotarians for their support.

The Rotary Anns Club of Helderberg (D9350) has been busy collecting warm clothing from Beaumont 
Schools, as well as many other schools in the area, as part of its annual Jersey Drive. The clothing is 
shared with a number of needy crèches and crisis centres in the area.
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The Anns of the Rotary Club of 
Helderberg (D9350) manned a 
stand at the District Conference in 
Somerset West to collect donations 
to fund their SUBZ project. This 
project aims to keep girls in school 
by providing reusable sanitary 
pads. The SUBZ Packs, which 
contain three panties and nine 
pads, cost R290 a pack and last 
for up to five years. The Anns have 
distributed 600 packs, worth a 
total of R150 000, to school girls in 
the area. President Jenny Howard 
of the Rotary Club of Newlands 
stopped at the stand to give Ingrid 
Edelson a donation of R10 000 to 
the project. 

A Polokwane-based transport company donated baby nappies, food and toys to the Rotary Club of 
Pietersburg 100 (D9400) for distribution in the community. The Anns from Pietersburg distributed the 
donated goods. Anns Marlene Wilson and Nadine Daly sorting the donated goods with PP Richard 
Wilson.

The Mbekweni Marimba Band welcomed 
400 people attending the 35th annual 
Rotary Club of Paarl (D9350) Senior 
Citizens concert. Senior citizens 
from Paarl and surrounding towns 
were transported to the event and 
refreshments were provided. The 
residents of the Sunfield Home for 
mentally disabled adults also attended 
the concert. All artists performed for 
no charge and included members of 
the Paarl Lions Club, the Peter Vanne 
Band, André Terblanche, the Mbekweni 
Marimba Band and the brass band and 
drum line of Paarl Boys’ High School.



June 2019 ∙ Rotary Africa | 37

Rotarians Carin 
and Pieter 
Meintjes, AG 
Peter Mockford 
and President 
Johan Joubert 
supervising the 
spit braai.

More than 600 guests and exhibitors attended the farmers day held at Marlo Nursery. According to 
Jurgens van Aswegen, marketing manager of Marlo Nursery, the day’s main objective was to showcase 
innovation in seedling cultivation as well as competitive trials of all major vegetable cultivars. The Rotary 
Club of Pietersburg 100 provided a spit braai and salads to the guests as a fund-raising project. The 
Anns of the Rotary Club of Pietersburg 100 (D9400) served more than 600 meals.

Rotary Anns Joan Human and Charlie Vorster and 
Rotarian Rusty Milne dishing up the meals.

Rotarians Tina Helberg, Bok van Kraayenburg, Ann 
President Yvonne Joubert and Elize Milne serve 
guests at lunch.
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A vicious attack by her brother 
in 1995, left Dorothy Mwihak 
needing both her hands 
amputated. Now 40, she received 
a free prosthetic hand from the 
Rotary Club of Nairobi-Utumishi 
(D9212) LN-4 Prosthetic Hand 
project. Dr Mussadiq Mir helped 
fit the hand and teach her to use 
it.

Morris Mutacho 
(30) is a motorcycle 
delivery driver in 
western  Kenya. In 
November 2018 he 
fell off his motorbike 
and lost his left hand. 
He received a free 
prosthetic hand from 
the LN-4 Prosthetic 
Hand project of the 
Rotary Club of Nairobi-
Utumishi (D9212). Dr 
Lutomia Mark fitted the 
prosthetic hand.

Rotarians of the Rotary Club of Port Elizabeth Sunrise (D9370) donated 10 tables and 20 chairs to 
Colleen Glen Primary School.
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Left: Two happy club Presidents, Boksburg’s Derek 
Fox and Boksburg Lake’s Michele Choromanski, 
with the lucky winner of the trolley of booze raffle, 
Umisch Daya.

After months of hard work, the Rotary Clubs of Boksburg and Boksburg Lake (D9400) watched the first 
players of their combined golf day tee off. ERPM Golf Club sponsored the Morris Cohen Golf Day and 
LEGO donated LEGO sets to be used as prizes. A number of holes were sponsored by local businesses 
and the R10 000 hole-in-one competition raised a lot of funds although no one was able to win it. 

Rotary Club 
Boksburg Organiser 
Noel Wauchope, 
treasurer Jeaninne 
de Beer and Rotarian 
player Peter van den 
Elshout admiring the 
LEGO donations.

Boksburg organiser Noel 
Wauchope putting up the club’s 
flag at the clubhouse.

Right: Rotarian Peter van 
den Elshout in action.

A happy LEGO winner Brian Randall.
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WELCOMED AND HONOURED

Armien White is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Wynberg (D9350).

David Truter is a new 
member of the Rotary 
Satellite Club of St Francis 
(D9370).

Cosmina Zaharescu is a 
new member of the Rotary 
Club of Sea Point (D9350).

Fiona Burdett is a new 
member of the Rotary 
Satellite Club of St Francis 
(D9370).

Shada Francis is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Sea Point (D9350).

Mariam Halday is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Sea Point (D9350).

Blake Hunter is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Sea Point (D9350).

Vicky Hide is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Sea Point (D9350).

Sarah Paterson (van 
Heerden) of the Rotary 
Club of Hilton and Howick 
received a Paul Harris 
Fellowship recognition from 
DG Gianna Doubell at the 
D9370 Conference.

Jillian Scotland is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Kyalami (D9400).

Peter Schaefer was 
recognised as a Paul 
Harris Fellow by the 
Rotary Club of Kyalami 
(D9400). 

Pierre Rossouw is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Kyalami (D9400).

Ray du Preez is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Kyalami (D9400).

David Rees is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Kyalami (D9400).

Dirk Koekemoer is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Kyalami (D9400).

Jan Jalloh is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Kyalami (D9400).
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DG Gianna Doubell (third from right) gave Paul Harris Fellowship recognitions to Andrew Binning (Sapphire pin), 
Kevin Dersley (fifth Sapphire), Angela Newton (Sapphire pin), Michael Zoetmulder (Sapphire pin) and Michelle Brown 
(fourth Sapphire).

PDG Metcalf Fick (2003/4) received a Long Service Award from the Rotary Club of Hermanus (D9350). At the 
presentation to celebrate his 43 years of Rotary service are DGN Carl-Heinz Duisberg, AG Tony Butcher, President Ann 
Wright, PDG Metcalf Fick, DG Casper Kruger.

Frank Van Dongen and Karin Van Dongen are new 
members of the Rotary Club of Sea Point (D9350).

Jean Alison Human 
received a vocational 
award from the Rotary 
Club of Cape of Good 
Hope (D9350). 

Stewart Mutegeki is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Rosebank (D9400).
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Chris Botha received a 
Vocational Services award 
from the Rotary Club of 
Amanzimtoti (D9370).

Francois Joubert is a new 
member of the Rotary 
Club of Benoni Van Ryn 
(D9400).

Rob Green was recognised 
as a Paul Harris Fellow by 
the Rotary Club of Durban 
Bay (D9370).

Sybille Essmann is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Rosebank (D9400).

Bruce Steele-Grey was 
recognised as a Paul 
Harris Fellow by DG 
Gianna Doubell at the 
D9370 Conference.

Karin Shaw was 
recognised as a Paul 
Harris Fellow by DG 
Gianna Doubell at the 
D9370 Conference.

Hlubi Hewitt Coleman 
was recognised as a 
Paul Harris Fellow by DG 
Gianna Doubell at the 
D9370 Conference.

Catherine MacMillan 
received a Paul Harris 
Fellowship from DG 
Gianna Doubell at the 
D9370 Conference.

After the devastating fires 
in the southern Cape last 
year, the Rotary Club of 
George (D9350) decided 
to reward the individuals 
who had gone above 
and beyond their duties. 
However, the two fire 
departments involved 
(Garden Route and 
George) and the SPCA said 
that everyone, including 
the administration staff 
had gone the extra mile 
to fight this devastating 
catastrophe.  The club 
decided to recognise 
each organisation as a 
‘team of individuals’ who 
went above and beyond 
in serving the community. 
These Vocational Service 
Awards were presented 
by President Frances 
Feig and the Vocational 
Services Director Phoebus 
Minkner.
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ACCOMMODATION OFFERED 
*** B&B ACCOMMODATION in Kimberley. 
Staying over in Kimberley? The Nook B&B 
*** Semi-Self Catering B&B offers excellent 
accommodation and rates. All rooms luxury en-
suite with private entrance and secure parking. 
Close to CBD and places of interest. For more 
info contact Rtn Rob Gibson at 072 116 8390 
Web: www.thenookbnb.co.za

‘ABOVE THE WAVES’ IN SIMON’S 
TOWN! A self-catering, one-bedroom flat 
for 2 with sunroom and magnificent view of 
False Bay. A stone’s throw from the beach, 
close to Cape Point and the penguin colony 
in the picturesque, historical Simon’s Town. 
Off street parking, free WiFi. Flat R750p/n. 
Contact 021 786 3331 or peteandme@
mweb.co.za

KIMBERLEY’S GUM TREE Lodge offers budget 
accommodation (200 Beds) from R180 pp in 
backpackers to R500 double en-suite. Meals in 
adjacent Gumtree Lodge Restaurant (Licensed). 
Your host Debbie. Tel: 053 832 8577, Cell 083 352 
3822, Fax: 053 831 5409, E-mail: gumtreelodge@
telkomsa.net Website: www.gumtreelodge.com

MISCELLANEOUS
CONSTANTIABERG FUNERAL HOME: Sensitive, 
dignified and personal service by Alan Lindhorst 
– all hours, anywhere within 200km of Cape 
Town. Very reasonable prices & premiums. Cnr 
Kenilworth & Rosmead Ave, Kenilworth. 
021 671 2400 or 083 653 6536. 

DISCLAIMER: All opinions published are not the opinion 
of the publisher. The publisher is not responsible for the 
accuracy of any of the opinions, information or advertisements 
in this publication. No responsibility is accepted for the quality 
of advertised goods or services or the accuracy of material 
submitted for reproduction. To the extent permitted by law, the 
publishers, their employees, agents and contractors exclude all 
liability to any person for any loss, damage, cost or expense 
incurred as a result of material in this publication. All Rotary 
Marks (Masterbrand Signature, Mark of Excellence and so 
forth), as well as ROTARY are trademarks owned by Rotary 

International and used herein under licence.

SCOTTBURGH

122 en-suite rooms. 
Overlooking beach. Airport 

transfers arranged. 
Daily and evening 

entertainment.
Special rates for seniors.

Tel: 039 978 3361
Fax: 039 976 0971
Email: info@bluemarlin.co.za
www.bluemarlin.co.za

NEWLY 
REFURBISHED

AMAKHOSI CONTAINER SALES
STORAGE : REFRIGERATED : CONVERSIONS 

BEST PRICES AND QUALITY : 3m, 6m, 12m
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DENNIS WESLEY: 083 733 6208
dennisw@acsales.co.za

Club of Boksburg

DONATE a School Bag TODAYand help a child in need.

“A School Bag For All” Campaign aims to provide
underprivileged school children the necessary

School Kit to enhance their dignity
and encourage confidence.

HELP KIDS IN NEED SUCCEED!

ONLY

R100

Join East Rand Stereo & Rotary Boksburg to support education.

Contact Derek Fox on 082 886 0651 
derek@succeedbrokers.com

Noel Wauchope on 082 486 7330
noshawzz@global.co.za

www.gumtreelodge.com
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