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MEET OUR TEAM From the Editor

Sarah

Does anyone else suffer from Facebook Fatigue? I recently 
moved and as I not so patiently await the installation of my 
ADSL line (seven weeks and counting, I think the technicians 
are lost), I have been forced to connect to the online world via 
mobile data. As I am sure most of you know, South Africa has 
some of the most expensive mobile data in the world and this 
means for high-volume users like me, you have to cut back 
– I now check in to Facebook once a day or so, I download 
email every second day and I have cheated on Netflix with my 
collection of books.

What I have noticed, is this. Avoiding all the ignorant and nasty 
rants that Facebook has become known for has definitely had an 
impact. I sleep better, I am not as frustrated by ignorance and I am 
more relaxed. 

But why?
Well, it is simple really. People forget three things when they 

are online. Firstly, they forget that although they may be physically 
alone, they are not by themselves. They are surrounded by the 
minds and voices of those who see their interactions, behaviour and 
posts. 

They also forget that the internet is nothing like an encyclopaedia, 
I would say that most of what is there is neither true nor researched. 
There is no code of conduct, expectation of ethics or team of fact 
checkers waiting to root out the lies… and yet, we still post, share 
and like nearly everything and nearly everything is a lie. 

Lastly, some people forget their manners and how to act 
respectfully. If you meet them in person, they are wonderfully 
mannered and so respectful but put them behind a keyboard and 
oh my word, they become venomous monsters, oozing ignorance, 
intolerance, negativity and even hate. When you are online your 
anonymity is just an illusion.

When you are continuously bombarded by all that, you become 
negative and even bitter. You are less tolerant and so susceptible to 
ignorance that your once rational mind may begin to ferment. You 
also show a side of yourself that you really should keep hidden – or 
people like me will do their darnedest to avoid you! 

There is nothing wrong with not caring what people think of you, 
but there is plenty wrong with not caring how you make people feel. 

So how do we get around this? What will reverse the ignorant 
cranial fermentation?  

The answer is Rotary and more importantly, The Four-Way Test. 
This test is not something we should repeat at our meetings and 
such, it is something that we should continuously apply to our lives 
– to all the things we think, say or do. 

We can’t avoid the internet but can choose how it influences us. 
Choose to speak positively, act kindly and before you comment in 
frustration or aggression, close your eyes and think of the test. I 
believe we can lead by example. Delete and ignore the negative 
posts, let’s focus on the positive. Why? Because positive people fix 
the things the negativity destroys.

I think that’s a good reason.

Have a brilliant month,

Like us on 
Facebook

www.rotaryafrica.com
www.rotaryafrica.com
mailto:rotaryafrica%40mweb.co.za?subject=
mailto:rotaryafrica%40mweb.co.za?subject=
www.rotaryafrica.com
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IAN RISELEY
President, Rotary International

Message from the 

RI PRESIDENT
u

p fr
o

n
t

Speeches & news from RI President Ian Riseley 
www.rotary.org/office-president

Dear Fellow Rotarians,
One hundred and thirteen years ago this month, 
the four members of Rotary’s first club held their 
first meeting. Although no minutes were kept, it’s 
unlikely anyone talked about service; the club did 
not begin focusing on the needs of the community 
for another few years.

The meeting was held not in a hotel or a restaurant 
but in a member’s office; there were, so far as we know, 
no agendas or announcements, no committee reports, 
speakers or nametags. The meeting would have 
failed today’s usual standards for a productive Rotary 
meeting. It was, of course, the most productive Rotary 
meeting ever held.

Today, as in 1905, many of us come to Rotary seeking 
what Paul Harris sought: friendship, connections, a place 
to feel at home. But today, Rotary gives us so much 
more than it could ever have given its earliest members 
in those earliest days. The Rotary of today, more than 
1.2 million members strong, lets us feel at home not 
only in a small group of our peers but also in our diverse 
clubs, across our communities and indeed throughout 
the world. Today, Rotary connects us all in a way that 

Paul Harris could never have dreamed on that February 
evening so long ago. Not only can we go anywhere in the 
world where there’s a Rotary club and feel at home, but 
we can reach out to anywhere in the world where there’s 
a Rotary club and make a difference. 

In the 113 years since that first meeting, Rotary 
has become far larger and more diverse than those 
founding members could have conceived. We have 
gone from an organisation that was all white and all 
male to one that welcomes women and men of every 
possible background. We have become an organisation 
whose stated purpose is service, reflected in our motto, 
Service Above Self. And we have become not only 
an organisation that is capable of changing the world 
but one that has already done so, through our work to 
eradicate polio.

None of us can know what lies ahead for Rotary. It 
remains for all of us to continue to build on the solid 
foundations that were laid for us by Paul Harris and his 
friends: to forge and strengthen the bonds of service 
and friendship through Rotary: Making a Difference. 
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The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the 
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster:

First. The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;

Second. High ethical standards in business and 
professions; the recognition of the worthiness of 
all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each 
Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society;

Third. The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community 
life;

Fourth. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.

Of the things we think, say or do:
1) Is it the TRUTH?
2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS?
4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Object of Rotary

The Four-Way Test

what you should know

Paul Netzel 
FOUNDATION TRUSTEE CHAIR

FOUNDATION TRUSTEE CHAIR’S
MESSAGE

Learn more about Rotary at: 
www.rotary.org

ROTARY
Members: 
1 220 185

Clubs:  
35 727

ROTARACT
Members:  
242 949

Clubs:  
10 563

INTERACT
Members:  
511 796

Clubs:  
22 252

RCC
Members:  
210 500

Corps:  
9 900

ROTARY 
AT A 

GLANCE
As of 31 August 

Tell me about your peacebuilding projects. 
Email: paul.netzel@rotary.org

On 23 February, Rotarians will celebrate World Peace 
and Understanding Day – the 113th anniversary of 
Rotary’s founding.  

Peace has been at the core of our organisation from its 
earliest days. We established the Fourth Object of Rotary 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1921. We were in London when 
the seeds were sown for what became UNESCO after 
World War II. In Havana in 1940, we adopted a resolution 
calling for “freedom, justice, truth, sanctity of the pledged 
word and respect for human rights,” which became the 
framework for the United Nations’ Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights in 1948.

We were active in the formation of the United Nations. 
In 1945, almost 50 Rotarians served as delegates, 
consultants, and advisers at the San Francisco Conference 
when the UN charter was written. Today, almost 73 
years later, Rotary maintains the highest consultative 
status with the United Nations of any nongovernmental 
organisation. A number of our Rotary Peace Fellows 
work in UN agencies. Rotary’s representatives to the UN 
also host a Rotary Day every November to celebrate our 
partnership for peace.

Today we also have a new partnership with the 
Institute for Economics and Peace, which was founded 
in Australia by tech entrepreneur Steve Killelea. The 

institute emphasises what is called Positive Peace, based 
on eight “pillars”: A well-functioning government, a sound 
business environment, equitable distribution of resources, 
acceptance of the rights of others, good relations with 
neighbours, free flow of information, high levels of human 
capital and low levels of corruption. Between now and 
June, we have the opportunity to participate in Rotary 
President Ian HS Riseley’s Presidential Peacebuilding 
Conferences in six cities across the world. (Have a look at 
www.rotary.org/presidential-conferences). We will continue 
to explore how the eight Pillars of Peace align with our 
areas of focus. 

We also are joining with the University of Chicago 
to host Pathways to Peace, a series of talks featuring 
leading scholars, practitioners, Rotary Peace Fellows 
and thinkers in the field of peace and conflict prevention 
and resolution. Watch the first one, which was held in 
September, at www.bit.ly/2j9cSUh. 

Together with our partners, we will work to establish 
ourselves as global thinkers and leaders to advance 
understanding, goodwill, and international peace.

Let us work together on this journey.
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LISTEN TO THE MUSIC
2018 RI Convention

Toronto has a vibrant music scene that includes all 
types of venues, from stadiums to small bars, and 
features every musical genre. When you’re in town 
for the 2018 Rotary International Convention, from 
23 to 27 June, take time to enjoy some live music. 

The majestic Massey Hall hosts a mix of classical 
and contemporary music concerts. Massey Hall was 
home to the Toronto Symphony Orchestra and the 
Toronto Mendelssohn Choir until 1982, when they 
moved to the newly built Roy Thomson Hall. 

On 28 June, just after the convention, Aretha 
Franklin is scheduled to appear at the Sony Centre 
for the Performing Arts. It’s worth checking the Sony 
Centre schedule.

The Horseshoe Tavern is the best-known small 
venue in the city. Since it opened in 1947, many famous 

faces have appeared on its stage early in their careers, 
including the Rolling Stones, the Police and Willie 
Nelson. 

Jazz enthusiasts will want to check out Jazz Bistro, 
where the music is accompanied by fine dining, and The 
Rex, a decades-old hotel, bar and restaurant where you 
can hear jazz and blues. 

Lovers of Latin music gather at the Lula Lounge to 
enjoy salsa bands while eating Latin fusion cuisine. 
Salsa instructors offer lessons on Friday and Saturday 
nights. 

– Randi dRuzin

The preregistration discount ends 31 March. 
Go to riconvention.org.
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Rotary’s unique selling point
VOCATIONAL SERVICE

What first brought you to Rotary? In all likelihood, 
you were identified as a prospective Rotarian 
because you are a respected member of your 
business or professional field. 

Each Rotary club’s membership represents a cross-
section of its community’s business and professional 
population, which ensures diversity in 
experience and perspective. Rotarians 
represent their vocations in Rotary and 
Rotary in their vocations.

For many Rotarians, Rotary is 
more than just a passion to serve or a 
means to change the world. It is a way 
of life; one that brings you unlimited 
friendship, the fulfilments and honour 
of being part of a meaningful purpose. 
There is always something about 
Rotary that touches our hearts.

In Rotary, we consider our vocation 
as an opportunity to serve and we 
always seek to recognise the honour 
and respect due to all occupations 
which are useful to society. We 
should take the time to reflect on our 
vocations, what they mean to us and 
the role they play in Rotary. 

This aspect of Rotary is often 
forgotten but it is such an important 
part of making a difference. We in 
Rotary are very good at sourcing 
products and services with which to 
perform our service. 

This is wonderful and makes a difference in the lives 
of the recipients. However, if we encourage, foster and 
advance someone’s vocation we do not only make 
a difference in the life of the recipient, we create a 
ripple effect in the lives of those around the recipient 
- a difference that is never ending. The difference also 
comes back to Rotary and begins a perpetual motion 
of giving and receiving. This creates a real, sustainable 

difference and more potential Rotarians who can afford 
dues and the commitment to our cause. Membership 
growth is an important benefit of promoting vocational 
service.

Apart from gender, race and religion, diversity of 
vocation adds a certain spice to our organisation that 

runs to the heart of what makes it 
work. All the different experiences 
offer us the opportunity to contribute 
in different ways to the success of the 
endeavours we undertake. 

Our theme this year embodies the 
thing which binds us together: Making 
a difference. When we start making a 
difference in our own lives, attitudes 
and approach to the everyday things 
we do, we truly make a difference in 
the world around us.  

As Rotarians we talk a lot about 
vocation and its importance, yet we 
seem to sit back and observe the 
moral and ethical decay in our society. 

Are we honest and ethical and 
do we act with integrity towards our 
fellow Rotarians as well as business 
associates? As Rotarians we are seen 
to be leaders in our vocations and our 
community, yet we don’t seem to be 
able to get it together in a lot of ways. 
We leave some of our skills at the door, 
operating in ways that seem at odds 
with our vocational skills. 

I am as guilty as the next person but we need to 
recognise that to a certain extent Rotary, and the act of 
being a Rotarian, is also a vocation and one in which we 
should aspire to achieve excellence. 

As Rotarians we enjoy a reputation of being good 
business people with solid ethics and standards. 
Through our vocations and service, we have a great gift 
to share with the world.

PDG Andrew Jaeger, 
Rotary Coordinator,  

Zone 20A South

Remember us in your will.
salvationarmy.org.za/legacies-bequests

114707L - Graduate Rotary Africa 55x145mm RV02.indd   1 2017/10/05   3:57 PM
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OURSELVES?
Foundation matters

By PDG Patrick Coleman: Regional Rotary Foundation 
Coordinator Zone 20A South

WILLING TO SEE BEYOND

The Matrix film series depicts a dystopian (antonym 
of utopian) future in which the reality, as perceived 
by most humans, is actually a simulated reality 
called The Matrix. This ‘reality’ was created by 
sentient machines to subdue the human population, 
while their bodies’ heat and electrical activity were 
used as an energy source. More simply put: The 
world was created by aliens to convince the human 
race that everything was normal and beautiful while 
humans were actually held captive in a state of 
suspended animation in giant vats filled 
with some sort of liquid. 

The plot was based on a philosophical 
premise posed by the 17th century 
French philosopher and mathematician 
Rene Descartes. One of Descartes’ most 
important theses was intellectual autonomy 
– or the ability to think for oneself. We think 
we do, but do we really?

We are all taught certain ‘facts’ by our 
elders – parents, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, religious leaders, school teachers 
and (of course) governments. Some things 
are ‘naturally good’ while other things are 
‘naturally bad.’

For example: Why don’t you consider 
having a nice dish of roasted cat or dog 
for dinner tonight? Not going to happen? 
Yeah, probably not - at least not on my table! However, 
both cats and dogs are commonplace on many menus 
in Vietnam, Korea, China and even in the US state of 
Alaska. That’s right; they’re eaten as solo meals or 
added to other meat dishes for a touch of extra flavour. 
In some cases the meat or lard is used for medicinal 
purposes.

While researching this article, I was surprised to learn 
that while it is illegal to sell dog or cat meat in the United 
States, 44 states allow for its personal consumption! 
Most of us – maybe all of us – find that distasteful (pun 
intended) because we have been taught from childhood 
that puppies and kittens are pets – not dinner. The 
singer James Taylor even wrote a song about his pet 
pig named Mona. The satirical singer/song writer Ray 
Stevens wrote a song entitled Kiss A Pig explaining that 
he had to make an artificial leg for his best friend, a 
pet pig, because he was also, occasionally, part of his 
breakfast!

Yes, culture makes a big difference in the way we 
see things. I am not advocating eating your pets (in part 
or all at once) but we see things as we are taught to 
see them. 

I am finishing this article in Navsari, Gujarat, India. 
Bulls and cows roam freely through the middle of this 
city. Both drivers and pedestrians circumvent these 
four-legged road hazards without giving it a second 
thought. In Africa drivers would be thinking “Braai!”

In his book, Not In God’s Name, Rabbi Jonathan 
Sacks (former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew 
Congregations of the Commonwealth) says that cultural 
predisposition often results in conflict. 

We are taught that the world is made up of ‘Us’ and 
‘Them.’ This might also become ‘Me’ and 
‘You!’ I am good and – by default – anyone 
who does not belong to me is bad. Rabbi 
Sacks says that this unifying view of the 
cosmos runs up against a contrary human 
instinct. Something in our DNA has hard-
wired us to see the world not as one big 
‘us’ but as an innocent ‘us’ versus a guilty 
‘them’.

Even in Rotary, I have seen this 
sad phenomena. We are good people 
endeavouring to do good things but 
sometimes our cultural distinctions 
introduce a flame that produces more heat 
than light. Bringing women into Rotary was 
a huge cultural transformation – A Good 
One!

In Rotary we have an incredible 
resource! All across our region we have Rotary Alumni 
who have either studied abroad as Ambassadorial 
or Peace Scholars or lived with families as Youth 
Exchange Students. They have experienced life in 
cultures different than their own and many have been 
specifically trained to mediate in areas of conflict.

We have been encouraged by The Rotary 
Foundation to incorporate and integrate these “agents 
of cultural proficiency” into our Rotary clubs and make 
them a part of our wonderful Family of Rotary. They 
have seen and experienced more than most Rotarians, 
they can be more willing to accept change than other 
Rotarians and finally, they will help us to fully bring our 
Rotary clubs into the 21st century!

I am not suggesting, even for a millisecond, that we 
begin considering adding Fido or Fluffy to the dinner 
menu! I am suggesting that we enthusiastically and 
proactively bring our Rotary Alumni to the table… as 
participants… not meals!

They have answers to questions we have not even 
thought to ask and they will truly inspire us to Make A 
Difference in our world tomorrow!
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The Comrades Marathon Association’s six official 
charities for the next three years are The Community 
Chests of Durban and Pietermaritzburg, the Wildlands 
Conservation Trust, World Vision South Africa, 
Childhood Cancer Foundation of SA (CHOC), Hillcrest 
AIDS Foundation Trust and the Hospice Palliative Care 
Association.

These organisations are no strangers to Rotary as 
many of our Rotary clubs regularly support them and 
have undertaken projects to assist them. Rotarians who 
have registered to run the 2018 Comrades Marathon 
can sign up to Race4Charity and collect sponsorship in 
support of the Amabeadibeadi Charity Drive. It began in 
1996 and over the past 10 years, the official Comrades 
charities have benefitted in excess of R30-million 
through the generosity of runners, sponsors, supporters 
and the general public.

Childhood Cancer Foundation (CHOC) supports 
children with cancer and life-threatening blood 
disorders and their families, improving early detection 
and facilitating effective treatment, by providing 
transport and accommodation near treatment facilities, 
financial support to low-income families, caregiving, 
nutritional support, children’s play/rest and ward décor, 
toys, psychological and emotional support as well as 
bereavement programmes and funeral costs.  
                
The Community Chests of Durban and 
Pietermaritzburg distribute funding to 141 carefully 
screened, selected and monitored social welfare 
organisations, giving priority to early childhood 
development, informal settlements, rural and peri-
urban areas and a focus on the poorest of the poor, 
between the cities of Durban and Pietermaritzburg.  

Hillcrest AIDS Centre Trust serves people impacted 
by HIV/AIDS by providing unconditional love and 

hope through practical and sustainable means. These 
include free medical care to patients in advanced 
stages of AIDS in a dignified caring environment, 
patient follow-up and adherence programmes, 
home-based care, an outpatient clinic, screening and 
primary healthcare. It also offers counselling, in-school 
prevention and education programmes.  

Hospice Palliative Care Association (HPCA) 
consists of 156 member hospices scattered 
throughout South Africa providing holistic quality and 
compassionate care to any person of any age with 
any life-limiting illness, in a variety of settings including 
hospice in-patient facilities, hospitals, hospice day-
care facilities, community health facilities and patients 
own home care. Hospices provide dignity in death to 
patients and compassionate support to their loved 
ones.

Wildlands Conservation Trust focuses on working 
towards a sustainable future for all, within the context 
of an increasingly fragile planet and the impact of 
climate change. 
Its philosophy is that community-based involvement 
and capacity-building and upliftment projects are 
key to saving the planet. Innovative projects include 
Trees for Life, Recycling for Life, Blue Fund, Ocean 
Stewards, Ubuntu Earth, Whale Time, Blood Lions, 
Project Rhino and many others.

World Vision is a faith-based, global relief, 
development and advocacy organisation dedicated to 
working with children, their families and communities 
to overcome poverty and injustice. 
Its main focus is on child welfare health, education 
and child protection. Currently it runs 11 development 
programmes in six provinces that benefit 43 000 
registered children.  

Advertorial

Comrades charities focus on 

Have you entered to run? Did you know you can run and raise funds for a worthy cause?

Did you #Race4Charity ?
If you have run the Comrades Marathon and been part of the 
Race4Charity, please email us your story and it may be included in 
this feature. 

Send your story and running photo to rotaryafrica@mweb.co.za.

Remember to include Race4Charity in the subject line

CALLING ALL ROTARIANS
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Telephone 0861 100 963  email: info@championchip.co.za
Web Site: www.championchip.co.za

Please contact Jacqui or Colin and quote the reference: 
RA17001 if you represent a Rotary organized event to 
receive your Rotary discount on select services.

Race Number Production

Live Race Results and Tracking

Event Promotion

FREE UltimateLITE Results APP

FREE Online entry to Events

Event management solutions
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There is much talk of the millennial generation and 
attracting the people of this generation to Rotary. 
But before we look at how to bring these people to 
Rotary we need to know who they are.

Millennial is an identity given to a broadly and 
vaguely defined group of people. There are two wings 
of “millennial” that are often at odds with each other: 
Generation Y (people born between 1981-1991) and 
Generation Z (born between 1991-2001). The common 
ground between both generations is that both have 
been transforming and altering communication and 
identity.

Millennials are more racially diverse and more 
inclusive than the generations that came before them. 
According to the document Curalate - Marketing to 
Millennials (2015), millennials are likely to support 
and spread the word about causes they care about 
and rally behind social issues. They also consider the 
environment a major and pressing issue in today’s 
society and are more likely to be pro-renewable energy 
and sustainable development.

It’s in the story
Speaking at the Rotary District 9370 Conference 

in November, Mike Saunders, CEO of DigitLab (a 
company that helps local and international brands 
and businesses win the hearts and minds of their 
consumers through captivating digital experiences), 
said that millennials want to know what our narrative is. 
Millennials want to know what we are doing now!

We need to adjust the narrative of our Rotary 

clubs, how we discuss and portray ourselves to attract 
younger people.  

It makes sense. As Saunders said, millennials don’t 
believe that we have time to achieve the massive, 
long-term goals. “They are jaded. They have grown up 
watching growth and falls/crashes.” They have lived 
through huge booms and devastating lows. From the 
ozone layer crisis in the 80s and 90s to global warming, 
climate change, the extinction of species, mass 
pollution, wars, financial crises, famine and disaster, 
millennials have grown up in a world that could end at 
any moment.

Trust
Millennials are often seen as more sceptical 

compared to other generations. According to  the Bank 
of America’s Generation Next: Millennial Primer (2015), 
only 19 percent of millennials believe that, generally 
speaking, people can be trusted. This is why millennials 
are more likely to engage in ‘self-education’, using 
online tools to do thorough research into subjects of 
their choice.

We know that over the years Rotary has proved itself 
to be a brand or organisation that can be and is trusted. 
Rotary is reputable and an organisation of integrity. But 
don’t bother telling this to a millennial - show them! 

According to The Customer of the Future, a 
document released BCX, one of Africa’s leading 
premier ICT solutions and service providers, millennials 
are less likely to trust a brand on face value or consider 
advertising a trusted source of information. Their choices 

81% of millennials have donated money, goods or services

How can we make the most of
MILLENNIALS?
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are influenced by different factors when 
compared to older generations. The 
KPMG Consumer Currents - Millennial 
Mystery (2015) found that only one 
percent of millennials are particularly 
influenced by advertising, while as 
much as a third of them will consult a 
blog or online review before making a 
purchase or pledging support.

How does this apply to Rotary?
We need to tell our Rotary stories 

correctly, spend less time listing donors, 
donations, awards, contributions and 
photographing big cheques and dinner 
guests. This may have impressed the 
other generations but will not impress 
millennials. 

You must tell stories about the people 
you help. Instead of listing donors, invite 
representatives to visit a project site. Tell 
people how Mrs X of ABC Inc delivered 
toys and books to orphaned children 
or how Mr Y of XYZ filled the villagers’ 
buckets with clean water from the well 
his company helped fund. 

Tell those stories and share those 
photos and you will get the attention of 
the millennial. We can’t afford to boost 
the egos of ourselves or our fellow 
Rotarians, our interaction in the media and online 
needs to focus on the projects, the beneficiaries and 
the outcomes. 

If you start rattling on about long-term achievements, 
you may see a millennial whip out a smart phone or 
leave. They don’t like to waste time so we have to get our 
narrative right, from the first moment. Rather tell them 
what you are doing now, how you are helping people 
now then describe how these short-term achievements 
will create long-term sustainability. Base your story on 
fact and check your facts, because I can promise you, 

a millennial will!
Let’s take polio eradication. Don’t tell a millennial we 

need to fundraise to support PolioPlus so that in, for 
example, 10 years’ time there will be no polio. Rather 
tell them about how these funds will be used this year. 
Tell them about the national immunisation days. Tell 
them, they can volunteer to travel and help immunise 
children. Tell them that a few drops on a child’s tongue 
today, will save them from suffering, disfigurement or 
death. Then tell them that if we keep this up for the next 
however many years, we can and will end polio forever. 

Now that’s a story I can get behind!

61% 
of millennials 
worry about 
the state of 

the world and 
feel personally 
responsible to 

make a difference

75% see themselves as authentic and 
are not willing to compromise their 

family and personal values

Compiled by Sarah van Heerden. 
Photos: Pixabay.com
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By President-Elect Tebogo Molamu 
Rotary Club of Orkney (D9370)

I was born in the small village of Morokweng 
in the North West province. I was only 
five when my father passed away and my 
mother struggled to raise three children on 
her own. 

As the only son and the middle child without 
a father figure, life wasn’t easy. I did feel that 
my mom favoured my sisters over me but a 
part of me didn’t mind because as an African 
boy child, I felt that it was my duty to see my 
family happy and provided for. 

I grew up enjoying reading. I remember 
one day I picked up a newspaper and saw an 
article about a new school opening in Vryburg. 
I showed the article to my mother. She was 
very interested and successfully applied for me 
to attend the school. 

Tiger Kloof was not an ordinary school. It 
was a missionary school run by the London 
Missionary Society which had previously 
closed the school in protest of Bantu Education.

With the abolishment of Bantu Education 
the school was reopened as a private 
boarding school that was partly subsidised by 
government.

Despite the subsidies, many parents, including 
my mother, could not afford the fees. My mother 
applied for a bursary on my behalf, and thanks to the 
generosity of people I have never met, I was able to 
attend the school from Grade 8 to matric.

Rotary played an important role during my years 
at school, the president of the Rotary Club of Vryburg 
was Wally Brink, who was unfortunately killed with his 
son in a helicopter accident a few years ago. Wally 
was also the chairman of my school’s governing 
body. 

The first school bus we had was sponsored by 
Rotary with the help of Rotary International. As this 
school was old and damaged during protests before 
it closed, there were many renovations that needed 
to be done and Rotary made this possible.

Today I’m 36 years old. I have studied at 
technikon and university, I have been married 
for 10 years and I have three amazing children. 
My wife and I have a well-established business 
and we both believe strongly in giving back to 
communities.  Apart from the work that we do 
as Rotarians, we have our own projects that we 
support through our company. 

I know I represent the millions of beneficiaries 
who have been touched by the work that is done 
by Rotary and other non-profit organisations. On 
behalf of my community, I would like to say thank 
you Rotary and continue to try to Heal the Nation.

MY ROTARY 

Journey



WE FOUND HIM!
Since the beginning of the new Rotary year, District 9370 

has been involved in a game of Where’s Wally. Rotary Africa 
editor, Sarah van Heerden, found DG Wally Jacobs at his 

district conference in the Drakensberg in November and  
learnt that D9370 does indeed Walk the Talk
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So, what did I learn? Well... 

• PDG Patrick Coleman (D9210) reminded the delegates that even 
if we disagree with a person’s political, personal or professional 
choices, actions, words or beliefs, we can still respect them 
enough to say “IT’S OKAY!” and be okay with it!

• The Rotarians of D9370 taught me that stereotypes are not 
always based on reality - that there may be many people with 
“silvery strands of wisdom” in their hair but there are more 
younger and diverse members than we realise.

• I learnt that not only can we wipe out polio but there is also a form 
of cancer that we can obliterate forever. Only one disease has 
ever been eradicated and we are on the brink of adding a second 
to that list – but we have the power to knock out a third as well! I 
learnt that Rotarians could, if they decided to, play an active role 
in eradicating cervical cancer.

• I learnt from guest speaker Anja Visser that human trafficking is 
a subject we need to speak about more often. I learnt that there 
is great work being done and much more to do. I learnt that early 
education plays a great role in preventing it and we need to place 
some attention there.

• Guest speaker Mike Saunders, the CEO of DigitalLab, taught us 
that technological progress is not about creating a digital world - 
it’s about technology helping identify our potential and making it 
easier and quicker for us to improve our lives!

• At the Anns’ lunch, Arlene Smit taught us that perhaps it’s 
possible we don’t put enough thought into our first impressions 
or how quickly they are formed. I learnt that our Rotary Anns are 
a fun and creative group of women who serve their communities 
with grace and compassion. After having lunch with the Anns, 
I realised that they form an important part of Rotary in D9370.

• I learnt that being entrusted with the legacy of Nelson Mandela 
is not about keeping his name and face in the public domain but 
more about ensuring that the values of forgiveness, compassion, 
empathy, dignity and respect continue to be shared. I learnt 
that Sello Hatang, CEO of the Nelson Mandela Foundation 
and the curator of that legacy, has effortlessly shouldered that 
responsibility and practices what he preaches - and what Madiba 
valued. 

• I learnt that despite what we hear about our country on Facebook 
and in the news, the actual cold, hard data – true facts – are 
telling us that it’s wise not to give up hope entirely, that life may 
improve and change is possible. Frans Cronje of the Race 
Relations Institute used data to teach us that perhaps, our 
negativity is impacting on our perception of reality.

• I learnt that Rotaract in District 9370 is bubbling with enthusiasm 
and fun. 

Thank you to DG Wally Jacobs, DGA Arlene Jacobs, PDG Anne 
Botha, DGE Gianna Doubell, DGNs Jaco Stander and Lisa Stander 
and everyone else who made me feel so welcome and gave me one 
of the most memorable experiences ever. It was my first discon and 
I doubt it will be my last. Thank you again, to everyone who made it 
absolutely fabulous!

Last November, I attended my first Rotary district conference. 
Despite having run many articles about previous discons, 
I soon realised something important: I had no idea how 
much a person can learn from and be inspired by these 
conferences. As they say, we are never too old or too clever 
to learn something new.

#LateNightSelfies - President Eugene 
Moodley insisted on a selfie with an 
exhausted Sarah after the Gala Banquet. 

Look who I met at the 
District Conference

Sister Pat Shezi of the Rotary Club of 
Melmoth Ulundi and Nozipo Sondiyazi of 
the Rotary Club of Bloemfontein Thabure.

DGE Gianna Doubell, DGA Arlene Jacobs 
and DGAN Lisa Stander - three of the 
dynamic women of District 9370.

WHAT A DISCON!
By Sarah van Heerden
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Venkatesh (Venky) Ananthanarayanan, the 
Rotary International President’s Personal 
Representative (RIPPR), asked the D9370 
Rotarians two questions: Why did you join 
Rotary and why are you still a member?

Venky, who is a witty and engaging 
speaker, shared his answers to those two 
questions. He joined Rotary to make friends 
outside the sphere of his profession but he 
became a Rotarian while attending his first 
club project handover.

The project was a donation of benches 
to a school and when it came time to leave 
the presentation area a young girl of about 
seven or eight years remained seated on one 
of the benches. As it was time to move, Venky 
approached the girl and asked her to move. 
After a drawn out discussion, the young girl 
frustratedly explained, “In all my years, this 
is the first time I have not sat on the floor or 
the ground.” 

“Until this day, I was a Rotary club member 
but that day, I became a Rotarian!” said 
Venky. “The human mind is always in search 
of something it does not have. The search for 
how we can make a difference is probably 
what keeps us in this organisation.”

He said that emphasis is being placed 
on strategic planning in our clubs and it’s 

District Governor Wally Jacobs with the Rotary 
International President’s Personal Representative (RIPPR), 
Venkatesh Ananthanarayanan, at the conference. Venky, 
as he is known, is a member of Rotary Club of Chennai 
Mambalam (D3230, India), served as its president in 
2001/02 and as district governor in 2007/08.

RIPPR Venky asks D9370

WHEN DID 
YOU BECOME A 

ROTARIAN?

important as “if you do not know where you want to go, how will you 
know when you have arrived?” Venky said that planning is vital as 
Rotarians need to have a common goal within their club.

Addressing the membership issue, the RRIPR said, “If you stop 
growing you start dying!” He said that the ups and downs on an 
ECG printout show life but a flat line shows death. “Not a single 
person has left Rotary because they were asked to do a lot of work. 
Many have left because they have not been asked. People join and 
pay to be part of something, not to do nothing.”

He discussed the role that Africa and Asia play in Rotary and 
why these continents are vital to continued growth within the 
organisation. “Without parts of Africa and Asia, we would have less 
than one million Rotarians,” but said that it is no reason to rest 
on our laurels. “We need more members under 40, more women, 
more diversity. We need to get more members into Rotary.”

The 
Flame Boyz 

dazzle at 
Discon

The Flame Boyz is a dance and 
movement group that has been 
mentored and managed by the 

Rotary Club of Jeffreys Bay. The 
group recently reached the semi 

final round of SA’s Got Talent and 
performed at the 9370 Discon at 
Champaign Sports Resort in the 

KwaZulu-Natal Drakensberg.
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Zelda la Grange, the former private secretary 
to Nelson Mandela, reminded delegates at the 
Rotary District 9370 Conference that Madiba 
ensured he lived as he expected others to – 
with integrity, discipline and respect.

She told of how when travelling to a wealthy 
country, Madiba found his hotel bathroom filled with 
an extremely exclusive range of luxury toiletries 
and counted them before he left for a meeting.

Later that night, he called Zelda in a panic and 
said she needed to come to his room. She found 
him extremely irate as someone had taken one of 
the items from his bathroom while they were out. He 
called the security detail who had been guarding his 
room while he was out and a ‘trial’ was held in the 
room. Although the culprit did not come forward, he 
said that they had until morning to replace the item 
and if it was returned the matter would be forgotten 
but if not, there would be consequences.

The item was returned and when they left, Zelda 
said she was amazed to find that Nelson Mandela 
had neither used nor taken a single item from that 
bathroom. He had left everything where it was, 
unused. Madiba had wanted to show his hosts that 
expensive and extravagant gifts were not going to 
impress or influence him.

Zelda told the district conference delegates how 
when she is asked (frequently) what Madiba would 
think of the corruption in society today, this is the 
story she tells. She said the story was a message 
of ethics and integrity and that “we are here today 
[dealing with high levels of corruption in society] 
because we allow it.”

She recalled how she had observed many of 
the people who posed the corruption question, 
tell stories of how they had escaped speeding 
fines by paying a bribe or how, when dissatisfied 
with the level or speed of service at municipal or 
government offices, they had obtained better 
service after “tipping” the employee. She said all 
this plays a part in the problem.

“Nelson Mandela was not a saint or a 
supernatural being… If asked, he called himself: ‘A 
sinner who kept on trying’.”

Zelda’s lessons from 

THE 
SINNER 
WHO 

KEPT ON 
TRYING

PDG Anne Botha and Zelda la Grange. During her 
presentation to the delegates, Zelda shared personal 
anecdotes from her time as former President Nelson 
Mandela’s private secretary.

On behalf of the district, PDG Greg Cryer presented a 
Paul Harris Fellowship recognition to Zelda la Grange.
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Ann President Merasha Moodley 
(Chatsworth) with DGA Arlene 
Jacobs at the Anns luncheon. The Rotary Club of Estcourt at the Gala Banquet.

Nicholas Mancus (WASRAG), Charlie Panday and Sello Hatang 
with (back) Sonia Brooks, Lindsay Cryer, PDG Greg Cryer and PDG 
Richard Brooks.

Daphne Memela and Biggy Nzuza of 
the Rotary Club of Melmoth Ulundi

The Rotary Club of Durban-Clairwood Park at the Gala Banquet.

Lesa Bradshow receives a Paul 
Harris Fellowship recognition from 
PDG Jaap Steyn.

Rotary Youth Exchange Students Annika Fisher, Mavi Stifanelli, 
Hugo Pirson and (back) Andreas Form.
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In 2016, then Rotary International President Ravi 
Ravindran held a Rotary Economic Development 
Conference in Cape Town. 

Inspired by the conference, the Rotary Club of 
Waterfront (D9350) embarked on an entrepreneurship 
initiative to encourage economic development. It soon 
emerged that mentorship was critical to the success of 
entrepreneurs.

PP Pieter Postema and President Siham Boda 
were the architects of this initiative (which has been 
running since late 2016). In their efforts to understand 
more about the topic, they invited me to speak about 
mentoring at a club breakfast meeting in November 
2016.  

The energy was so invigorating that I starting visiting 
the club regularly and became a Rotarian in May 2017.  
Immediately, I became responsible for overseeing the 
mentoring programme. I should have seen this coming 
but suffice to say, I was willingly drawn into this venture 
because of the huge difference mentoring can make in 
the lives of mentees. 

What is mentoring? 
The word comes from Greek mythology where 

Mentor was a wise old man tasked with serving as 
teacher and adviser to the young Telemachus, for whom 
the gods had big plans. Unfortunately, the goddess 
Athena wasn’t happy with his efforts and disguised 
herself as Mentor to take over the job (as the old saying 
goes, if you want a job done properly…). 

A more modern definition is: Someone who invests 
time, energy and personal know-how in assisting the 
growth and ability of another. 

Why mentoring? 
Being a new entrepreneur can be a very lonely 

and often scary business. A mentor makes the 
entrepreneur’s journey less scary and more exciting. 
The emphasis is on developing sustainable skills. Three 
ideal outcomes for a mentee are 

(a) improved performance, 
(b) the ability to self-correct when things go awry 
and 
(c) the ability to generate his/her own decisions 
and action plans when faced with a new challenge. 

What’s in it for the mentor? 
The mentor is definitely MAD (making a difference) 

and there is a great deal of satisfaction in seeing a 
mentee develop. I have seen our club’s mentors eyes 
shine with joy and enthusiasm as they speak of their 
mentees. Also, the mentors learn a lot about other 
businesses, industries, cultures and themselves. 
However, it’s not always smooth sailing. There are 
frustrating moments and a great deal of patience and 
perseverance may be required. In a few cases when 
the relationship is not a good fit, parties should be 
reassigned. 

Who can be a mentor? 
Anyone with business experience, either as a 

manager or as an entrepreneur, can be a mentor.  The 
experience needn’t be in the same industry as the 
mentee but the mentor should be willing to research 
and learn the basics of the mentee’s business, where 
necessary. 

Mentoring vs coaching
Mentors impart knowledge and skills; they are often 

viewed as ‘wise teachers’. Mentoring is not executive or 
business coaching, although some mentors can do both.  
Coaches partner with their clients in thought-provoking 
and creative processes. They usually operate at senior 
management levels or higher to enable their clients 
to maximise their personal and professional potential. 
Knowledge of the client’s industry is not required. 
A coaching relationship is generally a relationship 
of equals, whereas mentoring is a teacher/student 
relationship. Mentors should bear this distinction in 
mind, as they’re primarily there to teach. 

Our project
As part of the Rotary Club of Waterfront’s mentoring 

project, Rotarians  volunteer their services to selected 
entrepreneurial ‘incubators’. At present we provide 
mentors to four such ‘incubators’ namely the Raymond 
Ackerman Academy, False Bay College, the Allan Gray 
Orbis Foundation and Black Umbrellas. All of these 
organisations provide training to new mentors. 

I serve as the coordinator of our club’s mentorship 
initiative. I mentor, recruit and encourage the mentors, 
act as a liaison between the mentors and management 
of the incubators and intervene when the mentor/mentee 
relationship is not working. At present, I personally 
mentor two mentees from these organisations.

Our diverse mentees include a vegetable farmer, 
fashion buyers, health, safety and environment 
consultants in the petrochemical industry and a private 
dialysis clinic. 

Recently, one of the mentees won an entrepreneurial 
award and was only allowed to invite one guest to the 
award function. He invited his mentor, Mike Goldman, 
a spunky octogenarian and who, demographically 
speaking, could not be any more different from the 
mentee! This clearly illustrates the special relationship 
that develops between the mentor and mentee. 

If the process and relationships are managed 
carefully and if support is provided from both the club 
and the beneficiary organisation, mentoring can be 
an exciting and mutually beneficial journey. There are 
pitfalls but these can be easily overcome with the right 
intentions and open communication channels. We at 
the Rotary Club of Waterfront are still fairly new to this 
game, having only started late in 2016, but several great 
relationships have grown and we are very optimistic 
about the future of this initiative. 

by Derek Pead
REWARDING MENTORING
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By Pippa Steele-Gray

In January, the Rotary Club of Knysna (D9350) 
invited PDGs Bruce Steele-Gray and Tom 
McGhee, DG Wally Jacobs (all of D9370) and 
other dignitaries, including Mayor Eleanore 
Bouw-Spies, to a lunch meeting. The meeting 
was held to thank D9370 for its contribution 
to the Knysna Fire Relief efforts.

In June, when word of the Knysna fires 
ravished the town, the Rotary Club of Knysna 
(D9350), under the leadership of President Doug 
Emmanuel, was among those which rushed to 
help. In the neighbouring District 9370, Bruce 
realised that the town would need much more 
than short-term assistance and mobilised his 
clubs. 

He emailed the 93 clubs in his district to 
suggest that a Knysna fire disaster fund be 
established to raise funds for long term help. 

The reaction was immediate and President 
Jacques Venter (Rotary Club of Aliwal North) set 
the ball rolling with a pledge of R100 000 from 
his club and the community of Aliwal North, a 
town which had recently been the recipients of a 
similar outpouring of assistance when it ran out 
of water. 

The momentum grew to become a flood of 
commitment from clubs across the district and 
within a matter of weeks R800 000 had been 
collected. 

Careful administration and transparency 
would be needed to manage the funds, especially 
as some clubs wished to earmark their donations 
for a specific aspect of the rebuilding process. 

Bruce and Doug spent a good deal of time 
and effort to establish the way forward. When 
DG Wally took office in July, he gave his full 
support to the project. Together Bruce and Wally 
ensured that the funds were responsibly and 
transparently handled. 

At the lunch meeting, Bruce paid tribute to the 
outstanding effort made by the Knysna club in 
administering and distributing the funds. He also 
praised the clubs of D9370 for their remarkable 
and heartfelt reaction to his request to establish 
the fund. 

On behalf of D9370, Bruce received a copy of 
Knysna Fire Stories, a book written by those who 
lived the nightmare, from Doug. Mayor Eleanore 
Bouw-Spies concluded proceedings with a 
moving speech acknowledging and applauding 
the power and humanity of Rotary.

pr
o

jec
tsTHANK YOU LUNCH

The Rotary Club of Knysna hosted a very special

President Doug Emmanuel presents the 
book, Knysna Fire Stories, to PDG Bruce 
Steele-Gray. 

At the lunch are Mayor Eleanore Bouw-Spies, DG Ann 
Arlene Jacobs and Pippa Steele-Gray, with (back) DG Wally 
Jacobs and PDG Bruce Steele-Gray.
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By Janice Shipway
There was great jubilation when the 2017 National 
Senior Certificate results were announced and 
the Rotary Club of Hilton and Howick (D9370) 
heard that Bantu Mlakwana had not only passed, 
but also attained three distinctions.

Our club met Bantu in 2016. For the past 53 
years, the Rotary Club of Port Shepstone has run 
a youth leadership programme. As we are a rather 
small club, fundraising is challenging and this makes 
it difficult to send learners to the camp. The Rotary 
Club of Manly (D9685, Australia) heard of our plight 
and donated enough for us to send eight learners, 
one of whom was Bantu, to the camp. 

Soon it was time to leave for Port Shepstone and 
we arranged to meet the learners at 6.30am on a 
Sunday morning. We forgot that as it was a Sunday, 
public transport would be almost non-existent. 

Everyone but Bantu had arrived and were waiting 
for us to leave. Worried frowns were exchanged and 
then suddenly, there he was: A lone figure walking 
along the highway his suitcase on his shoulder. 

Bantu had walked 14 kilometres from home to 
the assembly point. “Well,” I thought, “that shows 
plenty of leadership potential.” The course came and 
went, thanks were duly given and we all moved on. 

Some 12 months later, I was visiting Injabula 
Secondary School on another matter and asked how 
Bantu was. “Oh,” said the principal, “he’s a clever 
boy. Does physics, you know, but it’s unfortunate 
about the maths.” I asked why and learned that 
the maths educator had been promoted to another 

From RYLA to university

school and not replaced. 
I was horrified! I knew that to get a university entrance or any 

form of tertiary education, a learner requires maths. 
Rose Smuts the Director of Pro Tec (a non-profit organisation 

promoting technological careers), came to our rescue and invited 
him to write an admissions test. This was in the July of his 
matric year. Bantu passed and was able to attend classes every 
Saturday and during the school holidays. Pro Tec was marvellous! 
Through them he applied for and received a full bursary to study 
mechanical engineering at the Durban University of Technology. 

Naturally, the bursary was dependent on his marks. The joy 
and relief of his family, and especially his mother who is a solo 
parent, when his results were announced was immeasurable. 
Bantu had achieved three distinctions and good passes in both 
physical science and maths.

Janice Shipway 
coordinated 
sending Bantu 
and seven other 
learners to the 
Port Shepstone 
leadership 
camp. Later, 
when Janice 
heard that 
Bantu’s school 
had no maths 
teacher, her club 
came to his aid 
and arranged 
for tutoring and 
mentorship. 
Bantu passed 
matric with three 
distinctions 
and has begun 
studying 
mechanical 
engineering 
at the Durban 
University of 
Technology.
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It was a day of great excitement as 27 newly qualified 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) practitioners 
received their certificates at a graduation ceremony 
at the Regent Hotel. Their training was funded by a 
project of the Rotary Club of Gately (D9370)

The club’s project coordinator, 
Pieter Bosch, said the practitioners, 
who are already teaching at educare 
centres in Buffalo City Metro (BCM), 
received their NQF level four training 
at ITEC via an 18-month course. 
According to Bosch, R3 million was 
raised over a three years to train 50 
practitioners, 23 of whom received 
their qualifications the year before. 

This project was completed 
through partnerships with local 
organisations including other Rotary 
clubs (from South Africa and USA), 
the Institute of Training and Education 
for Capacity Building (ITEC), Sidibene 
Ngomntwana, Loaves and Fishes 
Network, Joint Aid Management (JAM) and Buffalo City 
Child Care Development Association. The project also 
funded the purchase of educational toys, subsistence 
allowances, travel allowances and positive parenting 
workshops. 

“The ultimate beneficiaries are the more than 3 000 
children who will be afforded a better opportunity to 
succeed in life as a result of the guidance of our 50 
qualified practitioners with their new-found knowledge,” 
Bosch said.

The BCM council speaker, Alfred Mtsi, was a guest 
speaker at the event and praised the project. He said 
some of the challenges experienced in basic education 
today were as a result of a lack of attention given to 
children in education during the first 1 000 days of their 

existence. 
“It is known that children’s cognitive, 

social, physical and emotional skills 
are, by and large, shaped during 
the forming years. For this reason, 
the national government has stated 
categorically that going forward, we 
must include this important area of Early 
Childhood Development. As BCM, we 
wholeheartedly support this initiative 
and hope to reap the benefits of better 
educated citizens,” he said. 

Graduate Shiela Basopu, from 
Zamani Daycare in Cwili Location near 
Kei Mouth, said that until she took part in 
the course she had taught children using 
her general knowledge. “I’ve learnt so 

much. Like how to manage the daycare, how to develop 
the children intellectually and how to use waste material 
to create the resources I need in the classroom,” she 
said.

Bosch said a new mentoring and coaching 
programme would kick-off in March, involving “25 ECD 
centres which will be capacitated and complemented 
with mentoring and coaching” over a 15-month period. 

Courtesy of www.dispatch.co.za

DEVELOPING EDUCATORS
“I’ve learnt so much. 

Like how to manage the 
daycare, how to develop 
the children intellectually 

and how to use waste 
material to create the 
resources I need in the 

classroom.”

Educators in the Buffalo City Metro have been given the opportunity to further their academic qualifications, 
thanks to the project by the Rotary Club of Gately. The project was undertaken in partnership with various 
other organisations.
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The Rotary Club of Paarl’s (D9350) annual Wine 
and Good Taste Charity Auction saw some exciting 
wines go under the hammer of TV personality Dan 
Nicholl. This was the 15th year that a large collection 
of premium wines, donated by wineries and private 
collectors, were auctioned to raise funds for charity. 

The 50 lots under auction included many interesting 
hospitality items. Among the popular items was the 
personal service of a recognised chef. The chef would 
visit the winning bidder’s home to prepare a meal of their 

choice (with wine pairing) for their family and friends.
Game drives, 4-balls at top golf estates, 

accommodation at luxurious boutique hotels, aeroplane 
flips and even a hot air balloon flight were also up 
for auction. A silent auction of art, jewellery, vintage 
watches and rugs was also held. 

This was the first year that the Rotary Clubs of 
Paarl and Franschhoek collaborated in the collection of 
donations and the sharing of the proceeds, which will 
help fund their community projects.

HAMMER-TIME
WINE, ART AND EVERYTHING GLAM 

The annual auction has become a ‘not-to-be-missed’ 
event in the area and features fine art, better wines 
and more!
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Give a 
gift that 
keeps on 

giving
The Rotary Foundation Endowment Fund 

invests in Rotary’s vision of a better world. Your gift provides ongoing  
funding for education, water and sanitation, health, economic  

development and peace. What you give today secures Rotary’s tomorrow.

Give today. 
Visit www.rotary.org/give or call +1-847-866-3100

The Rotary Club of Luanshya (D9210) hosted 
a Bingo Night to raise funds to support polio 
eradication. 

More than 40 members of the community braved 
the threat of thunderstorms for the event and played for 
polio! The good news: It didn’t rain and everybody had 
fun.

Rotarian Kaushik Patel worked his magic in the 
kitchen and prepared an incredible meal (nice and 
spicy) and two local businesses donated prizes for a 
raffle. 

PDG Patrick Coleman called the numbers and 
participants feverishly waited for their Bingo tickets to 
be filled as “two fat ladies” (88), Theresa’s den (10) and 
“Doctor’s orders” (9) were called out. (Did you know 
that Doctor’s Orders was a laxative called “Number 
Nine” that was prescribed to soldiers in World War II?). 
There was also the ever-present “ladies’ last birthday” 
(39) and “ladies’ legs” (11). The evening was filled with 
laughter and fun! It was, after all, Rotary!

Total donation of US$425 was raised for the End 
Polio Now Campaign.

Bingo blast in Luanshya



26 ♦ Rotary Africa ♦ February 2018

After being declared structurally 
unsafe in 2016, the Nsimbini Educare 
Centre was faced with closure. Thanks 
the intervention of the Rotary Club of 
Durban-Clairwood Park (D9370), the 
centre was rebuilt. 

The club raised funds and converted 
two shipping containers into a classroom 
and provided chairs, tables, cupboards 
and other necessities.

As 2017 drew to a close, the club 
invited the school children and their 
parents to spend a day with its members 
at the centre to celebrate Christmas. The 
Rotarians joined the parents and children  
and were allocated areas around the 
centre to ‘adopt a spot’ to plant  trees, 
flowers and vegetables. 

President Sarita Sirohi conducted an 
interactive nutrition education programme 
and taught the parents the importance of 
ensuring their families had a balanced 
diet. Young mothers were told of the 

advantages of breastfeeding their infants and each parent was given 
a pack of vegetables. 

An interactive hygiene programme was held for both the children 
and parents. They were taught the correct way to wash their hands 
and were given a bottle of hand wash liquid to take home. Dental 
hygiene also came under the spotlight the children were taught the 
correct way to care for their teeth and were given toothbrushes and 
toothpaste. 

After the serious business was taken care of, the children enjoyed 
an arts and crafts lesson as well as a lunch of muffins, hotdogs and 
fresh juice.

The Rotarians, parents and school 
children each ‘adopted-a-spot’ to plant 
trees, flowers and vegetables in the new 
garden.

SCHOOL 
REPAIR
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The Rotary Club of Mossel Bay
The Education Training Hub for Autism Needs 

(ETHAN) and the Zettie Jonker Hulpsentrum 
in Mossel Bay received new office equipment, 
specialised sensory equipment and educational 
aids from the Rotary Club of Mossel Bay. The 
occupational therapy interventions will help 
improve the children’s balance, coordination, 
catching, kicking and jumping skills. 

The Rotary Club of Durbanville 
The club recognised the top academic 

achievers (overall and for individual subjects) 
from nine farm schools in and around 
Durbanville. The top learners received 
backpacks, dictionaries and novels from the 
club that hosts the annual awards ceremonies 
to inspire youngsters to reach for the stars. 
Throughout the year, those who wish to win 
the prizes are motivated to work hard and 
compete for top results. This encourages overall 
academic performance and creates healthy 
competition and a sense of pride. 

HELPING CLUBS HELP OTHERS
Many of the Rotary Club of Claremont’s (D9350) projects focus on helping children and 

their developmental needs. To maximise its reach, Claremont provides smaller clubs 
in 9350 with outreach grants for similar projects. In the last five years, Claremont has 

invested R1.2 million in Rotary club projects in District 9350. 
Some of these projects include those undertaken by:

A child using some of the equipment donated by the Rotary Club of Mossel Bay.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF TYGERBERG: The club installed 
computers, complete with Edubuntu educational software 
for maths, language and computer literacy support, at the 
Morningstar Reading Centre in Durbanville. The centre, 
which provides after school support for up to 30 pre-
primary and primary school children from the Morningstar, 
is open to all children who are eager to learn. Volunteers, 
mainly social workers and mothers, help the children with 
reading, comprehension and art lessons. 
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF GROOTE SCHUUR: The 
only area large enough for a school assembly 
at Belthorn Primary School was an unsheltered 
outdoor quad. After the school principal asked it for 
help, the Rotary Club of Groote Schuur installed a 
blue canopy across the quad to protect the learners 
from the elements when they gathered as a school. 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BREEDE RIVER 
WINELANDS: Thanks to the club, Hospice Care @ 
Bram Centre, in Ashton, received the upgrade it 
needed to retain its legally-required accreditation. 
The outreach grant from Claremont, enabled the 
club to improve hygiene and infection control as 
well as patient privacy and accessibility. A plumbing 
upgrade and stainless steel units were installed 
in the sluice room and the nursing station was 
relocated in order to create a communal lounge 
for patients. A glass observation window was also 
installed between the new staff duty room and the 
patients’ area.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF 
KLEINMOND: The club used a grant 
to provide Overstrand Children 
and Youth Care Centre with new 
appliances. The centre, a safe 
haven for up to 20 children, urgently 
required a new washing machine, 
tumble drier and chest freezer. 
Another donation from the Rotary 
Clubs of Kleinmond and Claremont 
purchased blood pressure and 
fever monitors for the government-
run clinic in Kleinmond. Pictured: 
Rotarian Alex Conradie with Sister 
Mostert of the Kleinmond Clinic.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF FRANSCHOEK: 
Hope Through Action received a vehicle 
from the Rotary Club of Franschoek 
after the club had raised funds on its 
behalf. The Rotary Club of Claremont, 
together with many other sponsors and 
donors, assisted financially with the 
purchase of the vehicle. 

The Rotary Club of Kromboom
The Children’s Library in Jim Se 

Bos informal settlement near Philippi 
was established by Seung Young Jung 
as a beacon of hope in the midst of an 
impoverished community. After school, 
children use the library to read, receive help 
with homework and play in its playground. 
The Rotary Club of Kromboom helped 
Jung beautify the library by creating a 
recreational and educational garden with 
beautiful plants and a tranquil pond.
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The Rotary Club of Signal Hill 
More than 550 boys and girls from Langa, 

Khayelitsha, Manenberg, Ocean View, Masiphumelele 
and Gugulethu enjoyed a day playing cricket on Sunrise 
Beach as part of the Calypso Cricket Festival. The event 
is in its 26th year and takes place during the Christmas 
holidays. 

Volunteer cricket coaches from Sporting Chance, a 
non-profit organisation, facilitate the event with support 
from the Rotary Club of Signal Hill. 

This year, former Protea cricketer Gary Kirsten 
attended the event and used the opportunity to identify 
children with raw and natural talent to join the Gary 
Kirsten Cricket Academy.

The grant received by the Rotary Club of Signal Hill 
provided for transport to the beach, as well as T-shirts 
and goodie bags for each of the children. Rotarians 
were also on hand to keep children hydrated and fuelled 
with a tasty lunch.

Children enjoying the Calypso Cricket Festival. PHOTO: Brenton Geach

Girl Talk, a Global Grant project of the 
Rotary Club of Paarl (D9350), has now 
expanded to include boys. 

This successful project funds visits to Paarl 
schools by Dr Nelmarie Pitout who teaches 
young girls about women’s health. 

Her course covers female anatomy, 
pregnancy, contraception and sexually 
transmitted diseases. She also provides reusable 
female hygiene products to needy girls.

The project was founded by a female 
gynaecologist from Germany and is based 
on the sex education courses presented in 
German schools by health professionals. The 
Paarl project is supported by the Rotary Clubs 
of Bayreuth (D1880, Germany) and Jena 

Rotarian Elsabé Koch (project coordinator) with Sister 
Esmeralda Patton and Dr Nelmarie Pitout.

INCLUDING THE 
BOYS

Ernst Abbe (D1950, Germany). 
Due to the increasing demand, the project was expanded to a 

similar course for boys and a professional nurse, Sister Esmeralda 
Patton, was appointed to assist Dr Pitout. The talks have been well 
received and may be expanded to include the private sector for a 
fee, to make the project sustainable.
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OUR CHRISTMAS WRAP UP
SPREADING JOY AND GOODWILL 

The Rotary Club of Boksburg (D9400) held 
a very successful Christmas market in the 
beautiful grounds of the Birchwood Hotel 
and Conference Centre. 

This fundraising project was the brainchild 
of President Noel Wauchope and President-
Elect Derek Fox. East Rand Stereo 93.9FM and 
Liquor City partnered with the club, that was 
also assisted by the Rotary Clubs of Boksburg 
Lake and Edenvale.

Thanks to the efforts of its associates, 
Janine Richardson and Jean Gould from Crafts 
in the Park, a hundred exhibitors gathered for 
the two-day market.

East Rand Stereo 93.9FM drove the 
marketing and stationed its caravan at the 
market. It provided a two-day programme that 
included a number of local artists, such as 
JP White, Colé Van Dais, Mac Young, Leroi 
and Bianca Goosen, as well as Carols By 
Candlelight. For about a month before the event, 
radio personalities Herman Human and Karen 
Augusta regularly interviewed Noel and Derek 
about the market and the club’s A Schoolbag 
For All project. The project also featured on the 
front page of Boksburg Advertiser. 

Local businesses and individuals donated 
a variety of items that children would need for 
school. 

Fourteen-year-old Nathan Evans, who 
was crowned Mr Petite Teen SA 2017, Mr 
Petite Teen Face of Africa 2017, Mr Junior 
Charity SA 2017, Best Ramp Model 2017 
and Mr Personality 2017, personally donated 
a huge bag of stationery and sponsored five 
schoolbags.

Promoting the A Schoolbag for All project are Rotarian Lebo 
Makhathini’s daughters, Nomusa (left) and Faith Makhathini 
(right), with their friend Lebo Mokgetlhe (middle). 

Derek Fox (right), president-elect of Rotary Club Boksburg, 
with Tinky Camara who gave the club R10 from each of her 
handmade Christmas bags that she sold at the market.

Mr Petite Teen South Africa 2017, Nathan Evans (left), 
cheerfully presents his donation of five schoolbags and 
school stationery to Boksburg President Noel Wauchope 
(middle) and Michele Choromanski.



February 2018 ♦ Rotary Africa ♦ 31

Soaring
WITH SANTA

Rotarians and the members of other service clubs 
in George gave 68 children a very special Christmas 
present when they flew Santa to town!

The Santa Flights saw the Rotary Club of George 
(D9350), its Interactors as well as members of the 
Eden Lions Club, George Round Table, Vryburgers 
and the Outeniqua Moth Shellhole treat the children 
to a 15-minute flight over the town. The children who 
benefited were from the ACVV Môreson Kinderhuis, the 
Seven Passes Initiative and Ruiterbos, Herbertsdale, 
Young Ambassadors and George South Primary 
Schools.

It would have been impractical and very expensive 
to hire a large jet to come to George to provide an 

‘experience of a lifetime’ for these 
children. Thankfully, the project has the 
support of the Flight Training College at 
the George Airport which supplied three 
light aircraft to allow the children to soar 
with Santa’s pilots! 

The excitement reached fever pitch 
when a helicopter from Starlight Aviation 
in Mossel Bay arrived to deliver Father 

Christmas to George Airport. There was much nervous 
laughter in anticipation of their first flight but that soon 
changed to delight as they saw the town from the 
air.  “This is the most amazing day of my whole life!” 
exclaimed one youngster after his flight.

The service clubs raised the funds for the fuel bill 
and volunteered their time to provide entertainment and 
catering. 

The staff and students of Flight Training College and 
Eden 911, as well as metering and utility management 
solutions company, Power Measurement and 
Distribution, were lauded for their support, expertise 
and patience on the day. 
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The Rotary Club of Durban-Merewent (D9370) hosted a Christmas party at the St Thomas Children’s home. The fun day 
was filled with exciting games and entertainment, delicious food and goodie bags of gifts and clothing. 

As Christmas is a time for giving and celebration, Draga 
Boskovic decided to launch a community service project to 
encourage shoppers to buy something extra to share with 
less privileged in their community. 

Supported by her fellow members of the Rotary Club of 
Klein Windhoek Valley (D9350), Boskovic strategically placed 
a shopping trolley at the entrance of a supermarket and the 
Rotarians appealed to shoppers to buy something extra and 
deposit it in the trolley on their way out.

“I never anticipated the overwhelming generosity and 
support”, said Boskovic. “Soon, the first trolley was filled and 
then the next one.”

According to Boskovic, the generosity extended beyond 
merely buying a can of food, as some people even donated 
cash. These cash donations will be used to further assist the two 
chosen beneficiaries of the collection, the Khomas Homeless 
Development Organisation and Dr Sam Nujoma Kindergarten.

Rotary Club Klein Windhoek Valley members: Lee-Anne 
Prizonsky, Draga Boskovic, Nerago Ndoroma and Sonia 

Junius.

The Rotary Club of Boksburg Lake (D9400) held 
its annual Christmas food collection at The Square 
in Boksburg. Ann Pam Els and Lynda Milligan 
were among those who helped collect donations 
from shoppers. The Rotarians were in for a great 
surprise when a shopper pushed a trolley full of 
groceries to them, removed a handful of items and 
left the rest as a donation. 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION
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Members of the Rotary 
Club of Paarl (D9350), 
including President 
Abie Martin and his wife 
Maureen, spread Christmas 
cheer by delivering 
Christmas crackers. The 
crackers were hand made 
by the members of the 
club’s two Interact clubs 
and filled with small toys 
and other items to bring joy 
to needy youngsters and 
the elderly. The crackers 
were colour coded for 
young girls, young boys 
and senior men and 
women. 

The Rotary Club of Helderberg (D9350) held its 
Christmas Party at Le Auberge Restaurant in 
Somerset West. Enjoying the party are John 
Heath and Alan Hartley. 

The Rotary Anns’ Club of Helderberg (D9350) collected toys from 
various schools for the children of Cenida (a Centre for intellectually 
challenged children) and the Chilanga Riding School for the Disabled.
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Recently, the EarlyAct Club of Outeniqua Primary 
School (D9350) concluded another exciting 
community service project.

“A few years ago we became aware of the 
Wikkelwurms project at Bethesda,” said Amanda 
Hattingh, an educator and the EarlyAct coordinator at 
Outeniqua Primary. 

The initiative comprises a stimulation project for 
children aged two to six years with developmental 
delays from disadvantaged families. “Over the past few 
years we have on various occasions reached out to 
these very special children and this year, we wanted to 
do something extraordinary for them.”

The EarlyActors, assisted by their parents, made 
festive hats, knitted angels, obtained backpacks filled 
with stationery, baked cakes, supplied a Christmas 
tree and arranged for other treats for the get-together. 

Sponsorships were also received from Total Sandkraal 
and the Reformed Church in George.  

On the day of the visit, a group of approximately 40 
EarlyActors arrived at Wikkelwurms, handed over the 
cakes and played with the children. Each child was 
given a party pack to take home.

“We view our learners as citizens in the making and 
part of our responsibility includes awareness of the 
community which they are part of,” noted Johan Smit, 
principal of Outeniqua Primary, “EarlyAct provides a 
forum for answering this call.”

“We are so proud to be associated with the Outeniqua 
Primary EarlyActors,” enthused Simon Swan, president 
of the Rotary Club of George. “Their initiatives embody 
the leadership, compassion and community spirit our 
country needs.”

EarlyActors having great fun with the children they collected goodies for. The EarlyAct Club of Outeniqua 
Primary is sponsored by the Rotary Club of George.

CITIZENS IN THE MAKING

SHARE YOUR CLUB’S YOUTH NEWS
EMAIL STORIES AND PHOTOS TO ROTARYAFRICA@MWEB.CO.ZA
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EarlyAct and Soul Buddyz Clubs of Ntuthuko 
Primary School collected R3 000 and donated 
the funds to the Rotary Club of Melmoth Ulundi 
(D9370) for EndPolioNow. Another cheque of R500 
for a District Grant project was also donated. These 
were presented to the club at a function attended 
by AG Wally and Denise Brooks. Toys collected for 
Sabiza Crèche were also handed over that evening.

Palesa Ramafola (right) took part in a short-term Rotary 
Youth Exchange to Bavaria, District 1842. She was 
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Boksburg (D9400) and 
returned home in January. Rotarian Lynda Milligan (left) 
is a member of the Rotary Club of Boksburg Lake and a 
former exchange student. Lynda spent a year in Australia 
in 1984 and sponsored the first two pins for Palesa’s 
blazer. 

The Interact Club of 
Curro Century City 
(D9350) spent the last 
week of school serving 
its community. It held 
a Christmas carol 
concert to collect gifts 
for the Rotary Club of 
Blouberg’s Christmas 
party, sang carols to the 
elderly residents of Oasis 
Retirement Village, held 
a beach clean-up, helped 
make soup at the Ladles Of 
Love soup kitchen, bought 
nappies and milk formula 
for Ubuntu House Children’s 
Home and spent a day at 
Fallen Angels Pet Rescue. 
Enjoying the puppies at 
the shelter are Cassandra 
Wallace, Lisa Green, 
Max Scholtz and Tanaka 
Jaravaza.

The members of the Interact Club of New Orleans (D9350), 
led by President Dylan Bailey, worked hard during the 
December holidays and painted the playground equipment 
at Stepping Stone Educare Centre in Paarl.
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Linda Moore, Regional Manager of CHOC (the Childhood Cancer Foundation of South Africa), received a donation of 
R17 000 from Rotarian Peter Makati and President Alan Rock of the Rotary Club of Bedfordview (D9400). The funds were 
raised from sponsorship Rotarian Peter Makhari and his son, Lufuno, obtained for every metre they climbed up Mount 
Kilimanjaro last year. At the presentation are Lufuno Makhari, Linda Moore, Peter Makhari and President Alan Rock.

RI President Ian Risely challenged Rotary clubs to plant 
a tree for each Rotarian and with the help of some of its 
Anns, the Rotary Club of Kloof (D9370) planted 31 trees 
between Hillcrest and Msinsi Park. The initiative was 
supported by Zeeh Khoso, the municipal horticulturist, 
who donated 28 trees worth approximately R7 000. 

Last year, the Rotary Club of Pretoria Capital (D9400) 
donated more than 50 wheelchairs to disabled people 
and school children in Zambia, Lesotho, Polokwane, 
Middelburg, Mpumalanga and Gauteng.
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tornado struck, 
the Rotary Club of 
Vanderbijlpark (D9400) 
was one of the many 
organisations rushed to 
assist the victims. With 
some of the goods the 
community collected to 
help the victims are PP 
Petro Bester, AG Celeste 
Lance and President Rita 
Benecke.

Last year, Rotarians from District 9400 attended their first Rotary Leadership Institute training session that was held at the 
Benoni Country Club. A second training session is scheduled for February.

The Rotary Anns of Helderberg (D9350) treated the residents of Camelot Senior Home to morning tea. The Anns intend to 
make this a monthly activity. 
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The Rotary Club of Vanderbijlpark (D9400) brought much joy to Bophelong Children’s Home when it delivered a number of 
donations from the home’s wish list. Rotarian Jackie van Waveren was one of the Rotarians who delivered the gifts.

The Rotary Club of Kenton on Sea (D9370) presented donations to 
the Sunshine Coast Hospice and the Chipembere Rhino Foundation. 
Representatives of Sunshine Coast Hospice, Jean van der Riet and Trish 
Gillies, accepted the cheque for R 15 000 and Brent Cook of the Chipembere 
Rhino Foundation accepted the cheque of R21 300. At the presentation are 
Steve Tredoux, Brent Cook and President Peter Reed.

Dries Lötter and his granddaughter, 
Elvee, members of the Rotary Club of 
Flamingo-Welkom (D9370), took the 
1:1 tree planting challenge issued by 
RI President Ian Risely to heart and 
planted a Wild Olive (Olea Europaea 
sub Africana) at Dries’ river home. 
Interestingly, the Wild Olive Tree is 
regarded as a symbol of Life and Peace.
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The Rotary Club of 
Durban-Merewent 
(D9370) started 
a learnership 
programme in 
early childhood 
development and 
entrepreneurship. 
The club 
interviewed 
matriculants to 
partake in the 
programme before 
it was launched 
towards the end of 
2017.

The Rotary Club of Flamingo-Welkom (D9370) celebrated 
Global Handwashing Day at St Dominic’s Preschool and 
taught the children how to wash their hands properly.

A fabulous evening of music 
was had at the Kloof Musical 
Pops with Platform Jazz. 
The Rotary Club of Kloof 
(D9370) also played Heads 
or Tails and raised R4 461 for 
EndPolioNow. After the club 
doubled and rounded up the 
donation to R10 000, it received 
a donation of R5 000 from 
an audience member which 
brought the final donation to 
R15 000. Enjoying the evening 
at the pops are Tony Robson, 
Andrena and Ian Foster, 
President Peter and Wendy 
Scorgie.

Every Spring, the Rotary Club of Kenton on Sea (D9370) 
holds a garden competition that is open to all members 
of the community. There are several categories for the 
different suburbs. These include general garden (large and 
small), vegetable garden and pavement garden. This event 
culminates in a prize giving evening where the winners are 
recognised and presented with certificates and prizes that 
range from wheelbarrows to packets of seed to bags of 
compost and vouchers.
 At the prize giving are Kevin Bates, Ginny Reed 
(Bushman’s River winner), Jenny Murray (Kenton/
Merry Hill winner), Lynette van Dyk (overall winner) and 
Nomalungelo Ngele (Ekuphumleni winner).
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The members of the Rotary Club of Tygerberg 
(D9350) obtained magnetic signs to attach to their 
cars while undertaking club projects and activities.

Rotarian Engela Engelbrecht managed the Rotary 
Resort at Badplaas for 28 years. While at the resort, 
she became friends with Elsa Venter. After retiring, 
she moved to the Benoni area and the two lost 
contact but were reunited when Elsa (a member 
of the Rotary Club of Boksburg Lake) attended a 
meeting at which Engela asked the Rotary Club of 
Boksburg (D9400) to donate a wheelchair to one of 
her neighbours. 

The Rotary Club of Hilton and Howick (D9370) was visited by DG 
Wally and DGA Arlene Jacobs. During the visit, the club shared 
some of its projects with the couple. At the club’s meeting are 
President Maurice Wilkinson and DG Wally Jacobs.

Dreadful scarring, disfigurement, deformities and the resulting 
self-esteem issues caused by severe burn injuries plague 
many children in the poorest communities and in Malawi, the 
mortality rate of burn victims is high, especially among children. 
The local burn treatment unit was in need of attention as it 
was unable to cope with the number of patients being referred. 
The Rotary Clubs of Limbe (D9210) and North Fife (D1010, 
Scotland) partnered to renovate the facility. Once completed, 
this project will increase the unit’s capacity, reduce the risk 
of cross infection, enable patients to be discharged earlier 
with an enhanced outpatient facility and provide a facility for 
teaching surgical trainees in burn treatment. In addition to this, 
a drama group has begun presenting effective public awareness 
messages on burn care at all the trading centres. 
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For many years, the Rotary Club 
of Bedfordview (D9370) has 
supported the South African 
Guide Dogs Association for 
the Blind. More recently, seven 
representatives of the SA Guide 
Dogs and their four legged friends 
attended a club meeting to collect 
a cheque. The donation was raised 
at the club’s golf day and included 
contributions from the Interact 
Club of King David’s School and 
Mr and Mrs J Malinsky. These 
funds will help train dogs to assist 
blind and disabled people. At the 
presentation are Secretary Ray 
Levenberg, Diane Leventhorpe and 
President Alan Rock.

The Rotary Club of Durban-Merewent (D9370) has undertaken a water harvesting project that will greatly assist schools to 
use rain water and to reduce their water consumption and expenses. The pilot project started at the PR Pather Secondary 
School and will be rolled out to include other schools during the year. 

SHARE YOUR CLUB NEWS WITH ROTARIANS IN AFRICA
Email photos and captions to rotaryafrica@mweb.co.za

Photos must be at least 1MB in size. Please make sure first and surnames are supplied
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WELCOMED AND HONOURED
NEW MEMBERS, RECOGNITIONS AND AWARDSre
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2017/18 President Mike Mothobi Mahase of the Rotary Club 
of Bloemfontein Thabure (D9370) with Maria Leburu and 
Ina Gouws who are new members of the club.

Suzanne van der Merwe 
is a new member of the 
Rotary Club of Umhlanga 
(D9370).

Mbali Ismail is the 2017/18 
president of the Rotary 
Club of Umhlanga (D9370).

Nicky Savvides of the 
Rotary Club Boksburg Lake 
(D9400) received a letter of 
recognition for his 40 years 
of Rotary service from RI 
President Ian Risely.

Gerdie Visser is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Bothaville (D9370).

Robyn Scott is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Pinetown (D9370).

Jeanette Wessels and Vicki 
Harrison were recognised 
as Paul Harris Fellows 
by the Rotary Club of 
Flamingo-Welkom (D9370).

Kevin Bennett is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Johannesburg South 101 
(D9400).

Theresa Bennett is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Johannesburg South 101 
(D9400).

Pierre Wessels is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Bothaville (D9370).

Hercules Grobler is a new 
member of the Rotary Club 
of Bothaville (D9370).

Constantia’s heroes
District Governor Lynette Stassen visited the Rotary Club of 
Constantia (D9350) last year. In recognition of her visit, the club 
arranged a special meeting to celebrate community service 
and to induct Priscilla Clark and Ross Kelly as Rotarians.

Rotary Family Health Days (RFHD) was also recognised and 
the club invited Sue Paget (National Programme Director) and 
Bev Frieslich (Regional Committee Chair) to attend. For the 
last four RFHDs, the club has been supported by SpecSavers 
and Mary Majiet. SpecSavers provided free eye screening 

and reading glasses while Mary convinced her company to 
partner in the project, then recruited and led the team. The club 
recognised them with community service certificates. 

Another highlight of the evening was recognition of Sister 
Jean Avis as a Paul Harris Fellow. After 33 years at St Luke’s 
Hospice, mainly as night shift sister, Sister Jean is known for 
providing professional care to the terminally ill and support for 
their families. However, many were unaware of her additional 
extra mural activities. She is a regular volunteer at the Rotary 
Family Health Days, takes care of the elderly during trips to 
the theatre and runs a regular free clinic for workers from strip 
clubs and escort agencies.
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ACCOMMODATION OFFERED 
*** B&B ACCOMMODATION in Kimberley. 
Staying over in Kimberley? The Nook B&B 
*** Semi-Self Catering B&B offers excellent 
accommodation and rates. All rooms luxury en-
suite with private entrance and secure parking. 
Close to CBD and places of interest. For more 
info contact Rtn Rob Gibson at 072 116 8390 
Web: www.thenookbnb.co.za

‘ABOVE THE WAVES’ IN SIMON’S 
TOWN! A self-catering, one-bedroom flat 
for 2 with sunroom and magnificent view of 
False Bay. A stone’s throw from the beach, 
close to Cape Point and the penguin colony 
in the picturesque, historical Simon’s Town. 
Off street parking, free WiFi. Flat R750p/n. 
Contact 021 786 3331 or peteandme@
mweb.co.za

KIMBERLEY’S GUM TREE Lodge offers budget 
accommodation (200 Beds) from R180 pp in 
backpackers to R500 double en-suite. Meals in 
adjacent Gumtree Lodge Restaurant (Licensed). 
Your host Debbie. Tel: 053 832 8577, Cell 083 352 
3822, Fax: 053 831 5409, E-mail: gumtreelodge@
telkomsa.net Website: www.gumtreelodge.com

PRETORIA. Park Gables Guesthouse***,  
conveniently situated,  offers first class B&B 
accommodation in a warm, homely atmosphere, 
while respecting comfort and privacy. A sanctuary 
away from the hustle and bustle of city life! 
Rooms en-suite. Secure parking. Near Gautrain 
Hatfield Station. Visit www.parkgables.co.za Call 
012 344 0390 for reservations. Discount applies.

MISCELLANEOUS
CONSTANTIABERG FUNERAL HOME: Sensitive, 
dignified and personal service by Alan Lindhorst 
– all hours, anywhere within 200km of Cape 
Town. Very reasonable prices & premiums. Cnr 
Kenilworth & Rosmead Ave, Kenilworth. 
021 671 2400 or 083 653 6536. 

DISCLAIMER: All opinions published are 
not the opinion of the publisher. The publisher 
is not responsible for the accuracy of any of 
the opinions, information or advertisements in 
this publication. No responsibility is accepted 
for the quality of advertised goods or services 
or the accuracy of material submitted for 
reproduction. To the extent permitted by law, 
the publishers, their employees, agents and 
contractors exclude all liability to any person 
for any loss, damage, cost or expense 
incurred as a result of material in this 
publication. All Rotary Marks (Masterbrand 
Signature, Mark of Excellence and so forth), 
as well as ROTARY are trademarks owned 
by Rotary International and used herein 

under licence.

SCOTTBURGH

122 en-suite rooms. 
Overlooking beach. Airport 

transfers arranged. 
Daily and evening 

entertainment.
Special rates for seniors.

Tel: 039 978 3361
Fax: 039 976 0971
Email: info@bluemarlin.co.za
www.bluemarlin.co.za

NEWLY 
REFURBISHED

AMAKHOSI CONTAINER SALES
STORAGE : REFRIGERATED : CONVERSIONS 

BEST PRICES AND QUALITY : 3m, 6m, 12m
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DENNIS WESLEY: 083 733 6208
dennisw@acsales.co.za

In the process of doing good we are the greatest 
beneficiaries because our lives change and we 
become better people, and enjoy that intrinsic 
satisfaction on which we cannot put a price… It is 
true that one profits most who serves best!

- President-Elect Sam Owari (1941-2017)

ADVERTISE 
HERE 

Speak to Africa’s 
Rotarians directly!

Email Sharon at
rotaryafrica@mweb.co.za

for more about our 
discounted advertising

www.gumtreelodge.com
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