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ON MY MIND Sarah van Heerden, editor

Yet again, we are here. Apparently, 
(and I did check the bottom of 
this page to make sure I am right) 
this is our December issue! Now, 
that may sound a little flighty but 
I seriously feel as if we have just 
finished the March issue. Where 
did the year go?

While of late, I have given much 
of this space to Rotary branding 

and public image (and thank you to the readers who 
have sent such positive feedback about this information 
sharing), this month I will give it a rest (I had a rant 
about club names planned, but ‘tis the season to be 
jolly, after all!).

This year, as we prepare for the festive season, I 
think we should spend a little time being thankful for 
Rotarians. Certainly, it sounds a little conceited as we 
have so much when compared to many others, but 
there is a rationale for my reasoning!

As I was editing this issue, I thought to myself, 
“Imagine the void that would be left if our Rotary clubs 
did not exist?” Our Rotarians are so often the only 
beam of hope for those we help. Being ‘on the ground’ 
often allows us to identify and support or partner with 
beneficiaries who would otherwise remain unknown. 

It is the compassion and a proactive commitment 
to service that sets a Rotarian apart from others. Our 
Rotarians jump in and get things done, while others sit 
and complain. There is another side to being a Rotarian 
that sometimes gets forgotten...Fun! Here’s the thing, 
I have found that even though some of our members 
may be ‘well matured’ they are still young at heart. 
This is why I have a slight fit when I see photos of our 
Rotarians looking serious and bored. 

I know how much fun you are, so let’s try something 
new. When we start next year, let’s make sure that the 

photos we take of our members are more than people 
standing in a line. Make them smile, prance, jump, 
dance or even sing. You can practise this with friends 
and family over the holidays (a little liquid ‘yuletide joy’ 
may help you along) and then we can start the new year 
with a smile and a laugh! 

In the meantime as the year winds down and we 
prepare to spend Christmas with our families and 
friends, I thank you all for another fabulous year of 
Rotary Africa and wish you a very merry Christmas and 
a remarkable New Year!

Thanks to DGE David Holtzhausen of the Rotary 
Club of Bellville (D9350) for sharing this cartoon 
he found on Facebook. 

Merry Christmas!
Wishing you and yours a 

wonderful Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year!

From Sarah, Sharon and the 
Rotary Africa Board of Directors
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It’s traditional that the first Rotary Africa magazine 
of the Rotary year carries a profile of the incoming 
RI president and his or her family. I’ve always read 
those profiles with interest, never giving much 
thought to the possibility that one day, I might be 
the one bringing a writer from the magazine to my 
Rotary club meeting! 

I have never liked a lot of attention and the idea of 
having my picture on the magazine cover made me 
a bit uncomfortable. But when I saw the photo the 
editors chose, I smiled. Because the star of that picture 
definitely isn’t me or even my wife, Esther. It’s the flock 
of flamingos, none of which could care less about 
Rotary, all strutting past us in the same direction. All of 
them — except one.

I couldn’t think of a more appropriate image to reflect 
the message I want to convey to Rotarians. That one 
flamingo, going the other way, represents so much of 
what we need to do in Rotary. 

That flamingo knows everyone’s going one way. She 
sees it. But she also sees that maybe the path they’re 
on isn’t the best path. Maybe, just maybe, there’s a 
better path over there and she wants to get a good look 
before she goes marching on with her friends. And if, 
when she does stop and look, that new path does seem 
better, she’ll call the rest of the crew to come over and 

check it out with her. And maybe, just maybe, they’ll all 
choose that better path together.

Change is hard. And the longer we’ve been going 
one way, the more friends we have with us, the harder it 
is to be the one who turns around and does it differently. 
But change - not change for its own sake, but careful, 
considered, goal-directed change - is essential for any 
organisation that wants to evolve, stay relevant and 
move forward in the right direction.

So take a look at that picture, but don’t look at me. 
I’m not the one that the cover is about. That cover is 
about the flamingo. It’s about having the curiosity, the 
courage and the conviction to look at different paths that 
might be better - whether you’re out for a stroll on a 
beautiful Bahamas morning or helping chart the course 
for our organisation.

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

BARRY RASSIN
President, Rotary International

Message from the 

RI PRESIDENT
Speeches and news from RI President Barry Rassin

www.rotary.org/office-president

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
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The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the 
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster:

First. The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;

Second. High ethical standards in business and 
professions; the recognition of the worthiness of 
all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each 
Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society;

Third. The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

Fourth. The advancement of international 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and professional 
persons united in the ideal of service.

Of the things we think, say or do:
1) Is it the TRUTH?
2) Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS?
4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

The Object of Rotary

The Four-Way Test

service above self

Ron Burton, past Rotary International President  2013/14

Learn more about Rotary at: 
www.rotary.org

ROTARY
Members: 

1 220 622
Clubs:  

35 855

ROTARACT
Members:  
 148 360

Clubs:  
9 320

INTERACT
Members:  
534  773

Clubs:  
23 250

RCCs
Corps:  
9 982

ROTARY 
AT A 

GLANCE
As at 17 October 2018 

Message from The Rotary Foundation 

TRUSTEE CHAIR
For many of us, December is a time of reflection 
about the year that is about to end. We think about 
the things we resolved to do and compare that with 
what we actually got done. 

Many times we surprise ourselves when we realise 
we achieved even more than we had hoped. We 
also start thinking about the new year and with the 
best of intentions, commit ourselves to even greater 
accomplishments.  

It is a time when our thoughts turn to the things 
that are important to us - and nothing is as important 
as family. We are grateful for those we love and for 
those who love us. For Rotarians, that encompasses 
a large number of people around the world, because 
our concept of family includes not only our immediate 
relatives but also those many friends we have made 
over the years sharing Rotary. Each of us is much like a 
stone thrown into a pond, creating many ripples. When 
our ripples intersect with the ripples of our family and 
friends, we truly have an impact on our world. 

We also think about the organisations that are 
important to us and that exist because of our generosity 
as well as the generosity of others. We voluntarily 
support these organisations and generously contribute 
our time, talent and treasure to further their work and 
make our world a better place for all. And through this 
work, our family gets even larger.

Our family and our impact continue to grow each 
year through our commitment to and support of our 
Rotary Foundation. Working together creates a synergy 
that allows one person to truly make a difference. And 
when we all work together and commit ourselves to a 
cause, there is no limit to what we can accomplish. In 
that process we are bound together and become an 
even more close-knit family. 

So at this special time of year, as you reflect on 
your family and the good things in your life, think about 
your Rotary legacy. Now is the time to make your 
lasting commitment so that the important work of our 
Foundation will continue in perpetuity.
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EXPLORE ON TWO WHEELS!
1 TO 5 JUNE 2019, HAMBURG, GERMANY

Hamburg has a strong tradition as a bicycle 
town. With its mostly flat terrain and great biking 
infrastructure, the city is an ideal place to explore 
on two wheels and Rotarians who come for the 
2019 Rotary International Convention, from 1 to 5 
June, will find a variety of ways to get rolling.  

For short trips, you can pick up and drop off a 
StadtRAD (stadtrad.hamburg.de), or city bike, at one 
of 120 locations. There’s no charge for the first 30 
minutes; after that, you pay eight euro cents per minute 
or €12 per day. To use the StadtRAD system, you must 
first register online with a credit card and you must have 
a mobile phone that works in Europe. 

Many bike rental shops offer city sightseeing 

tours, as well as excursions into the countryside. Try 
hhcitycycles.de/en or hamburg-radtour.de (in German). 
For longer trips, komoot.com is an app that can help 
you plan your route. A popular new option is renting 
electric bikes, which are equipped with a small electric 
motor that supports pedalling.

Visitors should be aware that Hamburg cyclists 
ride fast and are adamant about their right of way. 
Pedestrians should always be alert for cyclists and 
make sure to keep to the right on shared sidewalks and 
paths. Listen for bells; if you hear one ring behind you, 
it probably means you’re on the wrong side!  

- Stefan Meuser
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WHAT IS A
PAUL HARRIS FELLOW?

Foundation

By PDG Patrick Coleman: Regional Rotary Foundation 
Coordinator Zone 20A South Past RI President Cliff Dochterman

I have enjoyed writing articles for the Rotary Africa 
Magazine for the past two and a half years and look 
forward to sharing ideas, best practices and my 
passion for The Rotary Foundation. 

Recently the question of “buying a Paul Harris” was 
raised. Some Rotarians are unclear on the definition 
and significance of being a Paul Harris Fellow. While 
researching information for this article I came across an 
article by Past RI President Cliff Dochterman – one of 
the most popular and prolific past presidents. I thought 
his comments were worth sharing.

“Recently, I joined in a discussion about the 
importance of the dignity in the presentation of a Paul 
Harris Fellow.

“That is why The Rotary Foundation has the beautiful 
medallion on a blue and gold ribbon, in order that it can 
actually be presented around the neck of the individual, 
along with the certificate and lapel pin to show that it is an 
event of special significance.

“When someone commented that the presentation 
itself ‘gives a PHF its true value as a recognition of 
exceptional service,’ I felt that a little more explaining 
should be made. Certainly, to recognise a person as a 
Paul Harris Fellow should always be an honour to the 
individual, because it demonstrates significant support 
for the wonderful work of The Rotary Foundation. But, 
just as a Paul Harris Fellow can be a ‘recognition of 
exceptional service,’ it can also be many other things, as 
well.

“To describe a PHF only in terms of ‘exceptional service’ 
is far too limiting for the entire Rotary world and totally 
disregards the historical background of the expression 
of appreciation for a very generous contribution to The 
Rotary Foundation. If we did not think much broader in 
describing a Paul Harris Fellow and realise it is primarily 
a magnificent way to raise money for The Foundation, I 
assure you that The Rotary Foundation would not be one 
of the great humanitarian and educational foundations of 
the world. What is the historical fact?

“A few years ago, when I was a trustee of The Rotary 
Foundation, I went back and read all of the minutes of 
the trustees during the year l956/57. In the year l956, 
the total contributions to The Rotary Foundation were 
a little less than $500 000 ($493 722 to be exact). The 
Trustees began to think about how they could raise more 
money for the Foundation. What would be a good way to 
encourage Rotarians to give ‘big money’?

“The trustees finally came up with the idea of trying 
to get some Rotarians to give $1 000 in one major gift, 
by giving them a special form of public recognition. So, 
it was suggested that we call them Paul Harris Fellows.

“There were three conditions: the contribution must 
be at least $1 000; it must be from one individual and 
it must be given within a single year. A very attractive 
pin and medallion were designed as a means to identify 
this type of generous donor. As you recognise, in l957, a 
monetary gift of $1 000 was a very substantial amount of 
money. So, there weren’t too many gifts and thus, very 
few Paul Harris Fellows. As time went by, it was decided 
that The Foundation could collect more money if the gift 
could be collected and given over several years and after 
there was a total accumulation of $1 000, the trustees 
would designate the person as a Paul Harris Fellow.

“Later, it was suggested, that if a club did not have 
just one person who could give a $1 000 in a personal 
contribution, maybe several persons could go together 
and make the $1 000 gift. Then the question was raised, 
‘Who will be the person who is named the Paul Harris 
Fellow?’ Gradually, the answer was for the donors or 
the Rotary club to pick one person who had long service 
or some distinguishing characteristics and name him 
or her as the PHF. Thus, in some clubs, the concept 
developed that a Paul Harris Fellow was just an award 
for exceptional service. The result was that in those clubs 
a Paul Harris Fellow took on a totally different meaning (a 
reward for exceptional service) from its original purpose 
- to encourage individual Rotarians to give larger 
contributions to The Rotary Foundation.

“Ironically, in those clubs which chose to limit the 
Paul Harris Fellow recognition to a form of an award for 
exceptional service, many Rotarians were discouraged 
from making large personal gifts to The Rotary 
Foundation since it might be interpreted as giving merely 
seeking or buying an award. 

“So, the per capita giving in those areas of the world 
is much lower than those areas where the concept 
of a Paul Harris Fellow is the original expression of 
appreciation by The Rotary Foundation Trustees for an 
individual, or in whose name, a gift of $1 000 is given to 
conduct the work of The Foundation. Has the Paul Harris 
Fellow recognition by the trustees been successful as a 
fundraising scheme? Absolutely! As I mentioned above, 
in l956, less than $500 000 was raised annually by The 
Foundation.
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“Today, nearly $70 000 000 is raised per year - and 
about 80 percent of those funds come from individuals 
being named Paul Harris Fellows or who are naming 
other persons Paul Harris Fellows. The last time I 
checked, there were about 700 000 Paul Harris Fellows 
and multi-Fellows in the world. They are the backbone of 
the annual support to The Rotary Foundation and those 
donations are the only reason that enables Rotarians to 
carry on a world-wide programme of educational and 
humanitarian programmes.

“So, what is a Paul Harris Fellow? Think for a moment 
of this statement: A Paul Harris Fellow means whatever 
you want it to mean. Should The Rotary Foundation 
accept a $1 000 contribution as a way to honour a person 
for exceptional service? Certainly!

“Should The Rotary Foundation accept a gift of $1 000 

as an expression of happiness for 20 years of marriage, 
a new grandchild or success in one’s vocation or family 
life? Of course!

“Should The Rotary Foundation accept a $1 000 contribution 
in memory of a friend, relative or associate who has been an 
important asset to your life? Certainly!

“Should The Rotary Foundation accept $1 000 if you 
really believe in the tremendous value of the humanitarian 
work of TRF in developing parts of the world and thereby 
express appreciation for your gift by naming you a Paul 
Harris Fellow or multi-PHF? Absolutely!

“So, I suggest that a Paul Harris Fellow can mean 
whatever you wish it to mean. The Rotary Foundation 
benefits from your contribution and demonstrates this 
appreciation through the mechanism of a Paul Harris 
Fellow. That is the way I see it.”

MAKE A LIST
CHECK IT TWICE
Use Rotary Global Rewards 
when you shop 
and Santa will find out 
you’re extra nice!

Up to 5% of your purchase goes back to Rotary when you 
do your holiday shopping at some of the world’s largest retailers.  

Find out how at rotary.org/globalrewards
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CELEBRATE & INSPIRE
Public Image

By Lee-Ann Shearing, Regional Public Image Coordinator Zone 20A South

Where has the year gone?  December is here, 
Christmas is just around the corner and soon we 
will ring in a brand new year!

We are all aware that December is Disease 
Prevention and Treatment month on the Rotary 
calendar.  Here in Harare we have been prioritising this 
area of focus since September due to an outbreak of 
cholera.  Rotary clubs in Harare and beyond have been 
working with the Ministry of Health, relevant district 
administrators, the president’s office, department 
of social services, school heads, District Governor 
Hutchson Mthinda and our Rotary Community Corps.  

All this was made possible through a District Grant 
(District 9210) and donations from some Rotary clubs.  
The outreach included bulk clean water deliveries, 
hygiene training, Rotary branded leaflets, water guard 

and soap. I have nothing but enormous respect and 
gratitude for the band of dedicated Rotarians who 
worked tirelessly to reach the most vulnerable of 
communities - Rotary at work and People of Action 
indeed!

This initiative will be shared with Rotary Africa in due 
course.  We each have a story, whether it be personal, 
club or district - we want to hear them.

Let me encourage you by sharing a personal 
story from my club. Seven years ago we held a golf 
fundraising event. There was a young girl there who 
had completed her O level examinations, but could 
not afford to continue at school for the next two years 
for her A levels. One of our Rotarians arranged for his 
company to sponsor her upkeep and school fees and 
just last week, this very same young woman graduated 

from university with a bachelor 
degree in accountancy. She will 
begin her articles in the new 
year. This story shows us that 
Rotarians can be People of 
Action in many ways, sometimes 
all it takes is a chance meeting 
to lead to an incredible and 
generous story like this.

As we count down to the 
end of 2018, it is traditional for 
most of us to use this time to 
craft our new year’s resolutions,  
first by reflecting  on the year 
past (achievements, successes, 
challenges and failures) and 
then to contemplate what we can 
do differently in the coming year 
and to decide on priorities in all 
areas of our lives.

I propose that we do the 
same in our Rotary clubs and 
districts. Let us take this time to 
reflect on the year past in order 
to review our strategic plans and 
make the necessary changes to 
strengthen the Rotary brand, so 
that we can continue to make a 
difference and be the inspiration.

I wish you all a blessed 
Christmas and may you continue 
to bring light into the darkness, 
hope to the hopeless, love to 
those who may have none, cheer 
to the lonely and life enrichment 
to the people and communities 
which need it the most.

Your story is Rotary’s story.
Let’s share it with the world.Let’s share it with the world.

Rotary has launched a global campaign, designed around you. The more clubs 
that tell their People of Action stories, the further our message carries. 

Go to rotary.org/brandcenter for step-by-step guides, easy-to-follow templates, 
ideas and inspiration to tell your club’s story.

Help spread our inspiring message around the globe.
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IN DETAIL

As the latest wildfires destroyed massive areas 
of the Garden Route in the Southern Cape, efforts 
to help the victims piece their lives back together 
started in earnest. 

Said to be four times the size of last year’s horrific 
runaway fires that devastated Knysna and its surrounds, 
the latest fires claimed the lives of nine people, including 
six children and a pregnant woman. A pilot died when 
his Working on Fire (WoF) Huey chopper crashed while 
fighting the fires. About 90 000 hectares of land, 35 
homes and many properties were destroyed. 

The fires started on 20 October and were contained 

five days later, but continued to flare up and destroy 
land and property. Efforts to control and defuse the fires 
were intensified to bring an end to this terrible tragedy. 

In these massive operations, the human spirit shone 
brightly and the members of the Rotary Club of George 
(D9350), together with George and Wilderness residents 
and SANParks, put together a massive relief project to 
supply firefighters with much needed essentials.  

Along with the donations collected, funds were 
contributed to provide food for the hundreds of fire 
victims, some of whom were temporarily sheltered by 
SANparks at local nature reserve accommodation.

From top: The fires that destroyed a large section of the southern Cape in October are said to be four 
times bigger than those that ravaged the southern Cape and Garden Route last year. A Working on Fire 
helicopter fighting the fire. Rotarians and honorary rangers of SANParks.

REBUILDING FROM THE ASHES
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Rotary recently learned that scammers have created 
multiple communication and social media accounts that 
impersonate RI President Barry Rassin, RI President-
elect Mark Maloney, General Secretary John Hewko and 
perhaps other Rotary leaders. 

The communication accounts include or involve email, 
WhatsApp and Viber.  The social media accounts have been 
on LinkedIn, Twitter and Facebook.

These are not authentic Rotary communications. 
They are phishing and spoofing attempts to obtain money 
and personal information. The perpetrators may attempt 
to convince Rotary members to send funds to support 
alleged Rotary causes. Rotary monitors these attempts 
and responds to them as part of an ongoing effort to keep 
member, programme participant, and staff data safe. We 
also work with LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, and WhatsApp 
to remove imposter accounts.

Neither President Rassin’s, President-elect Maloney’s 

nor General Secretary Hewko’s authentic accounts have 
been compromised.

Rotary members should continue to exercise caution:
• Disregard any suspicious message that offers 

money, requests money or asks for your personal 
information.

• Avoid opening attachments or following links in 
suspicious messages.

• Pay close attention to the details of the email 
address and signature block to verify the sender.

If you receive what you believe to be a suspicious 
message from the president, general secretary, or another 
Rotary leader, please forward it to fraudreport@rotary.org  
and then delete it immediately. 

FAKE EMAIL AND SOCIAL MEDIA
accounts target Rotary members in new scam

Since 2013, Rotary has worked with Mediators 
Beyond Borders International - an organisation 
founded on the principle of people-centred 
peacebuilding - to advance common goals for 
peace. A new partnership announced in August will 
enable Rotarians to train with MBBI to sharpen their 
mediation, dialogue and other peacebuilding skills. 
By joining that organisation’s network of trained 
mediators, Rotarians can help MBBI reach more 
communities.   

“We are excited to continue our collaboration 
with MBBI to build local capacity for lasting 
peace in more communities,” said John Hewko, 
general secretary of Rotary International.  
“As trusted leaders who are attuned to the needs of 
their communities, Rotarians are well-positioned to help 
find grassroots solutions to local conflicts.”

Said Prabha Sankaranarayan, CEO of MBBI, 
“Together with Rotary International’s extraordinary global 
network of committed volunteers, we hope to have the 
dangerous dialogues and courageous conversations that 
can make a difference, that can not only prevent violent 
conflict but also build thriving communities.” 

MBBI joins a list of Rotary service partners including 
Ashoka, Habitat for Humanity, the International Agency 
for the Prevention of Blindness and the Peace Corps.

Rotary partners with  
Mediators Beyond 
Borders

Sushil Kumar Gupta 
selected to be 2020-21 

Rotary president
Sushil Kumar Gupta, of the Rotary Club of Delhi 
Midwest (D3011, India) is the selection of the Nominating 
Committee for President of Rotary International for 
2020/21. Gupta wants to increase Rotary’s humanitarian 
impact and the diversity of its membership. “As 
individuals, we can only do so much,” he said in 
a statement. “But when 1.2 million Rotarians work 
together, there is no limit to what we can achieve and in 
the process, we can truly change the world.” 

Gupta has been a Rotarian since 1977 and has served 
Rotary as district governor, training leader and resource 
group adviser and as a chair, vice-chair or a member of 
several committees. He was awarded an honorary Doctor 
of Science degree by the IIS University, Jaipur, in recognition 
of his contributions to water conservation. He received the 
Padma Shri Award, the fourth-highest civilian award in 
India, conferred by the president of India for distinguished 
service to tourism and social work.

Gupta also received the Distinguished Service 
Award from The Rotary Foundation for his support of its 
humanitarian and educational programmes. He and his 
wife, Vinita, are members of the Arch Klumph Society.

Gupta is chair and managing director of Asian Hotels 
(West) Ltd and owner of Hyatt Regency Mumbai and JW 
Marriott Hotel New Delhi Aerocity. He served as president 
of the Federation of Hotel and Restaurant Associations of 
India and on the board of directors of the Tourism Finance 
Corp of India Ltd. He is the president of the Experience 
India Society, a public-private partnership between the 
tourism industry and the Indian government that promotes 
India as a tourist destination. He is also vice-chair of the 
Himalayan Environment Trust and he serves on the board 
of Operation Eyesight Universal in India.                



December 2018 ∙ Rotary Africa | 13

Rotary International President Barry Rassin and 
his wife, Esther, enter the United Nations Office 

at Nairobi, the UN’s headquarters in Africa.

ROTARY UN DAY 
IN AFRICA

By Ryan Hyland and Arnold R Grahl Photographs by Alyce Henson
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Innovation was the theme 
at Rotary Day at the United 
Nations on 10 November. 
Nearly a thousand Rotary 
leaders, members and guests 
from around the world met 
in Nairobi, Kenya, to hear 
about creative solutions to 
challenging world problems.

The annual event, held at the 
only UN headquarters in Africa, 
recognises Rotary’s long-
standing special relationship 
with the United Nations. UN 
officials and humanitarian 
experts inspired participants to 
find innovative strategies for 
addressing humanitarian needs 
both locally and globally.

Six Rotaractors and 
Rotarians, aged 35 or under, 
were also honoured as Rotary 
People of Action: Young 
Innovators. All of these leaders 
spoke about how they used 
ingenuity to launch efforts that 
brought about measurable and 
lasting results.

General sessions and 
workshops covered the UN 
Sustainable Development 

Nearly a thousand people attended Rotary Day at the United Nations in Nairobi, Kenya, on Saturday, 10 
November 2018. The event honoured young innovators and their role in creating change.
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Goals, the technology revolution 
and young people’s role in creating 
change (see page 17). A special 
session on the environment 
emphasised the importance of 
sustainable development and 
suggested concrete actions that 
people of all generations can take 
to build a clean and healthy future.

For the first time, the event 
also featured an Innovation Fair 
where Rotary clubs, businesses 
and other organisations exhibited 
projects and cutting-edge 
technology designed to address 
humanitarian challenges.

Keynote speakers included RI 
President Barry Rassin, who is 
a member of the Rotary Club of 
East Nassau (D7020, Bahamas) 
and Sushil Kumar Gupta, Rotary 
International president-nominee 
and a member of the Rotary Club 
of Delhi Midwest (D3011, India).

Rassin said the Innovation 
Fair inspired him to pair Rotary’s 
older generations’ resources and 
experience with the energy and 
ideas of young people.

“We want to take you on as 
equals, as colleagues,” Rassin 
told the young audience members. 

Attendees watch Rotary’s new virtual reality film, “Two Drops of Patience.”
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“You bring to the table your 
ideas, your ambitions, your 
perspective on the world’s 
problems. We help you to 
enlarge your horizons, to think 
big and to make your innovations 
practical.” 

He added, “Youth innovators 
and Rotary can make the 
impossible possible.”

With more young people in 
the world today than ever before 
- more than 50 percent of the 
population is under age 30 - it’s 
imperative for them to harness 
their talents, said Hanna S 
Tetteh, director-general of the 
United Nations Office at Nairobi. 

“For a more peaceful and 
more sustainable world for all, 
we need the active participation 
and leadership of young people,” 
said Tetteh. “I’m grateful Rotary 
is representing that here today.”

Michele Berg, Rotary International’s deputy general secretary, addresses 
attendees.

Sushil Kumar Gupta, the 2020/21 Rotary International president, was a keynote speaker at the event.
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ROTARY HONOURS SIX WHO ARE 
CHANGING THE WORLD

Charlie Ruth Castro, of the Rotary E-Club of 
Sogamoso Global, Boyacá (D4281, Colombia), 
who leads a programme that teaches vocational 
and business skills to women in prison in 
Colombia. Castro, who visited prisons across 
Colombia for her project, said education is the 
way to empower women, even those who are 
imprisoned. “In prison, there are seeds of peace 
and reconciliation. We are teaching these women 
how to create a new beginning and how to use 
their skills to create innovation even with very few 
resources.” 

Shadrack Nyawa, of the Rotary Club of Kilifi (D9212, Kenya), who travelled to remote areas of the country 
to supply toilets and handwashing stations to schools most in need.

Ludovic Grosjean, of the Rotaract Club of 
Melbourne City (D9800, Australia), whose Ocean 
CleanX company is developing technology 
to monitor pollution and remove it from 
waterways. Calling it a “scary statistic,” Grosjean 
noted that each year 8.8 million tons of plastic 
gets into the ocean, causing continual distress to 
marine life. “I always wanted to save the oceans. 
We have to stop the pollution at its source,” 
he said, adding that the effort must start with 
removing plastic from the land. 
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Paul Mushaho, of the Rotaract Club of Nakivale (D9211, Uganda), who organised a Rotaract club in 
a Ugandan refugee settlement; the club conducts service projects in the camp and fosters a sense 
of family among the refugees. “Our refugee community realised our local challenges needed local 
solutions. And that we can solve them ourselves,” said Mushaho. “We are not beggars; we are a 
generation of change and inspiration.”  

Christina Hassan, of the Rotary 
Club of Calgary Fish Creek 
(D5360, Canada), who launched 
the non-profit FullSoul, which 
trains midwives and supplies safe, 
sterile childbirth equipment to 
hospitals in Uganda. Recounting 
her experience witnessing a 
mother die while giving birth in 
Uganda, Hassan emotionally 
spoke about how her project, 
with Rotary’s support, has safely 
helped 65 000 mothers deliver 
healthy babies. 

Albert Kafka, of the Rotaract 
Club of Wien-Stadtpark 
and Rotary Club of Wien-
Oper (D1910, Austria), who 
launched Intarconnect, an 
online platform for establishing 
mentorships and encouraging 
service across generations, 
including helping to build 
houses for the poor. He was 
assisted in the project by 
Phillip-Sebastian Marchl, Peter 
Rabensteiner and Rotary 
clubs in Austria and Bosnia-
Herzegovina.
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The Rotary Foundation has been welcomed 
into the University of Oxford’s Chancellor’s 
Court of Benefactors for its continuous 
support of the university.

Since 1949, The Foundation has provided 
scholarships to more than 200 Oxford scholars 
including a former American ambassador to the 
United Kingdom, a Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
and investigative reporter with the New York 
Times, as well as a Director and Senior Fellow at 
the Ansari Africa Centre.

“The university is enormously grateful to The 
Rotary Foundation for their support of graduate 
scholarships at Oxford,” said Professor Louise 
Richardson, Vice-Chancellor, University of Oxford. 
“For almost 70 years, this support has enabled 
students from around the world to benefit from all 
that Oxford has to offer.”

Membership of the Court of Benefactors is 
conferred by the Chancellor on those who 
have been outstandingly generous towards 
the university. Members may be individuals or 
nominated representatives of companies and 
trusts.

Michael Webb, trustee of The Rotary 
Foundation, accepted membership on behalf of 
the Foundation on 11 October at a ceremony in 
Oxford.

“The Rotary Foundation is honoured to 
receive this designation and I am humbled 
to accept on its behalf,” said Mr Webb. “The 
Foundation has fostered international interaction 
and understanding through academic scholars at 
Oxford for decades and we will continue our efforts 
to help develop the world’s future leaders through 
academic support at this prestigious university.”

The Chancellor’s Court of Benefactors 
celebrates and recognises Oxford’s most 
outstanding friends and supporters. Founded in 
1990 by the late Lord Jenkins, the former Labour 
Chancellor and Home Secretary, today there are 
more than 250 members from around the globe 
whose significant contributions have assisted 
Oxford in being the world leading institution that 
it is today.

The Rotary Foundation joins a prestigious list of 
members including Thomson Reuters Foundation 
and The Skoll Foundation on the Chancellor’s 
Court of Benefactors.

FOUNDATION 
HONOURED 
BY OXFORD

Vanessa Picker, Rotary Scholar in 2016/17, Michael 
Webb, Alison Webb and Mark Loong, Rotary Scholar 
in 2017/18, outside the Divinity School, University of 
Oxford. Photo: John Cairns
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By Amos Edem Agbenyo
The Rotary Club of Accra and District 9102 
celebrated 60 years of Rotary in Ghana 
in October. The Rotary Club of Accra was 
chartered on 24 October, 1958, and was the 
first club in Anglophone West Africa. 

To mark the occasion, the Rotary Club of 
Accra and District 9102 held an Anniversary 
Meeting and Cocktail evening at the Marriott 
International Hotel, Accra, Ghana on 24 October 
as well as a number of other celebratory events 
that week. These included interesting and 
informative activities such as a press launch on 
Monday, the presentation of a cheque by the 
Ghana National PolioPlus Committee to the 
Noguchi Memorial Institute of Medical Research 
(NMIMR) Polio Lab, the Rotaract Symposium 
on Friday and the immunisation of children in 
various communities on Saturday.

More than 350 people, including Rotarians, 
alumni, Rotaractors, friends and guests, 
attended this event. A total of 36 (71 percent) 
clubs in Ghana were represented. The Rotary 
Club of Accra recorded the highest attendance 
by a Rotary club with 42 of its members (who 
were beautifully dressed in their customised 
60th Anniversary polo shirts) present.

60 
YEARS OF 

ROTARY SERVICE 
IN GHANA

The event featured the lighting of an End Polio Now 
billboard.

The Rotary at 60 Anniversary Meeting and Cocktail evening 
was chaired by District Governor Jeffrey Afful. Citations 
were given to PP Hilda Danquah-Appenteng (the first 
woman Rotarian to join the Rotary Club of Accra) and the 
club’s sole surviving charter member, PP Adam Babah-
Alargi.

Past Rotary International Director Sam 
Okudzeto, President Theresa Haligah 

(the Rotary Club of Accra) and District 
Governor Jeffrey Afful cut the cake.
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By Marlene Gracie

The Rotary Club of Johannesburg South 101 
(D9400) hosted 10 Rotarians from Mumbai, India. 

The reality of the hosting experience meant our 
club needed to do more than Google to ensure that our 
diet and culture matched with the couples who would 
be spending time with us. What an eye-opener it was 
to learn how to celebrate our differences and customs 
together!

With the itinerary finalised and fridges stocked 
with everything vegetarian, we were ready to host our 
guests, but we remained a little nervous about our 
hosting acumen.

Initially, it felt odd to have complete strangers in our 
homes. However, we quickly found common ground, 
especially when speaking about our children, and the 
awkwardness subsided.

Many questions were asked about the South African 
habits and different cultures, while we learned more 
about the way of life in Mumbai. Our guests surprised 
us with their energy, openness and generosity.

On their first evening with us, our Hindu guests met 
at our clubhouse for an informal ‘meet and greet’ and 
a delicious vegetarian meal. One of our club members 
was dressed in a saree by her guests. We exchanged 
banners and shared a wonderful evening of fellowship!  
Our friends were the epitome of how Rotary forges 
strong bonds of friendship among strangers.

On the second day, we drove in convoy to 
the Sterkfontein Caves and visited the Cradle of 
Humankind. The caves were a challenge for some, who  

 
 
opted to explore the museum instead.

On our last evening we held a ‘Hindu-style’ braai 
with mushrooms, vegetables and soya bean patties. 
There was much laughter and singing accompanied by 
a piano and mouth organ. It quickly became a platform 
where we could talk politics and joke – and understand 
the commonality of people. 

It was an interesting experience and great learning 
opportunity to have people of a different culture sharing 
our homes. Some of us learned how to meditate while 
others are contemplating ‘more vegetarian’ on their 
menus. The couples we hosted were lovely guests who 
embraced our homes as their own and felt welcome. 
We spoke for hours and friendships made during this 
experience will be continued and we are grateful to 
know that we have a home Mumbai. 

Perhaps, at first, we doubted ourselves in being 
able to introduce an unfamiliar culture into our homes. 
We did experience a level of stress in coordinating 
this exchange project, but we learnt a lot. Some of 
these lessons included the value of planning early, 
determining expectations of guests and hosts, leaving 
room for flexibility in our programme and communicating 
effectively with a Rotary Friendship Exchange team.

Would Johannesburg 101 do this again? “I will do 
this again in a heartbeat,” declared President Linda 
Dent.

Thank you to our new friends from Mumbai for the 
opportunity; we opened our hearts and you opened our 
eyes!

“Travelling the world is always educational but when the 
world comes to you, it is enlightening.”

TO NEW FRIENDS!
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successes: After Hurricane Irma caused $3 billion in 
damage to the island nation of St Maarten in September 
2017, the club organised a debate on the role of the 
media in St Maarten, followed by a Caribbean buffet 
and salsa dancing, which generated more than $23 000 
to fund journalism education on the island.

Most of the club’s members are between 
40 and 50 years of age, and two-thirds are 
women. The club’s diversity means that both 
the membership and speaker roles include “the  
‘not-so-usual suspects’ for a Rotary club, like left-wing 
politicians and trade union representatives,” Wits said.

The club has come a long way in a short time. 
“It’s true we started with hesitation. There are eight 
clubs in the area that were struggling to get new 
candidates. Some of the other clubs were afraid  
of the competition,” Wits said. Those fears were 
allayed by the fact that few members of the Den Haag 
Nieuwspoort club had Rotary experience. 

“You shouldn’t be afraid to start something,” said 
Wits - and you 
can quote him on 
that.                              

- BRAD 
WEBBER

Rotary Club of Den Haag Nieuwspoort,  
The Netherlands

GETTING THE WORD OUT

DATELINE: THE HAGUE:
Nieuwspoort (News Gate), a press centre in The 
Hague, serves as a social hub for journalists, 
politicians and lobbyists from the Netherlands 
and beyond. It’s a place for informal meetings as 
well as the site of press conferences, lectures, and 
other events. A new Rotary club based in the press 
centre taps into this network of connections with  
the intent of making news of its own. 

Looking for a new Rotary club after a job change 
took him to The Hague four years ago, Jan-Willem Wits 
learned that a past governor of District 1600, Wouter 
van Putten, had long wanted to start a club in the middle 
of the Netherlands’ seat of international influence. Wits 
asked colleagues and business associates, along with 
some prominent movers on the local scene, whether 
they would like to help him start a club from scratch.

“Most of our candidates didn’t have any Rotary 
background and were rather astonished to be asked, 
because they thought of Rotary as something exclusive,” 
said Wits, who assembled the group in September 
2017. “Until recently, I was the only member who was a 
Rotarian before,” said the independent communications 
adviser, who was formerly a member of the Rotary Club 
of Utrecht Kromme Rijn. “My elevator pitch was very 
effective,” he added with a chuckle.

Holding its Friday lunch meetings at Nieuwspoort 
means the club has a deep bench of members with 
a communications background. “They are all really 
well-connected,” said Wits. “And they aren’t shy.” 
Still, he said, “from the beginning we wanted to avoid 
becoming a ‘mini-Nieuwspoort’ and being seen as a 
lobbyist society. Therefore we looked for people in 
other professions, like attorneys, auditors, consultants, 
headhunters and people with jobs in the cultural world.” 

Being on a first-name basis with members of 
parliament - and even the prime minister - is a big 
plus. “We are always one handshake away” from an 
influencer who can assist the nascent club, said Wits. 
That access helped ensure one of the club’s early 

Wouter van Putten, Jan-Willem Wits and 
2017/18 District Governor Harriette Verwey 

celebrate the charter of the new club.

CLUB INNOVATION:
The Rotary Club of Den Haag Nieuwspoort 
was conceived as a way to allow Rotarians 
from elsewhere in the Netherlands, as well 
as from other countries, to stay involved with  
Rotary during short and long-term assignments 
in The Hague. The city is the seat of the Dutch 
parliament as well as of the United Nations 
International Court of Justice and International 
Criminal Court. But the club also bolstered Rotary’s 
ranks by attracting newcomers, most of whom  
had never considered joining.

 Chartered: 2018
 Original membership: 20
 Membership: 27    

Club innovation
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ROTARIANS AT WORK

WHAT A 
SPLASH!

By PDG June Webber

A perfect day in the Mother City on Saturday, 13 
October, ensured that the inaugural Waterfront 
Canal Challenge at the newly developed Battery 
Park area of the V&A Waterfront, made a huge 
splash! The event was coordinated by the Rotary 
Club of Waterfront (D9350) in partnership with 
the V&A Waterfront. Without doubt this annual 
event will become a family favourite on the V&A 
Waterfront’s event calendar. 

Swimmers, ranging in age from eight to 72, took to 
the chilly 14°c Waterfront canal in waves according to 

their categories - elite skins, elite wetsuits, mile skins, 
mile wetsuits, half mile skins and half mile wetsuits. 
Those who were placed in the top three of their 
category received a prize, with the top male and female 
swimmers receiving cash prizes. Michelle Weber won 
the female elite skins and Eric le Roux the male elite 
skins. Big Bay Events, a professional events company, 
ensured the safety of all the swimmers throughout the 
event with lifeguards on duty as enthusiastic spectators 
cheered the swimmers on.  

A treat for VIPs was the scrumptious morning tea 
spread kindly hosted by the One&Only Hotel. Guests 
were ferried by CitySightseeing to and from the hotel. 
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From there they were able to watch the start of the half 
mile swim in a world class setting. Waterfront Canal 
Challenge Ambassadors Theodore Yach and Michelle 
Weber added great value and endorsed the event by 
participating. 

The primary focus of the Rotary Club of Waterfront 
was for this event to raise awareness of the horrific 
pollution caused by single-use plastic. 

The Two Oceans Aquarium supported the event and 
sent staff to help inform the public of alternatives to 
single-use plastic. 

An Art from Ocean Trash competition was held 
for junior and high school learners and their creative 
entries drew attention to the plight of marine life that 
is threatened by plastic pollution. Cash prizes were 
sponsored by Pick n Pay. 

Fine food and refreshments were on sale and various 
vendors added to festivities. MC, Rotarian Andre du Toit 

(The Big Positive Guy from SMILE 90.4fm) ensured that 
the activities ran on time. He also interviewed some of 
the Waterfront Rotarians about the amazing projects 
the club is involved in. 

From a public image perspective, the event and its 
prestigious setting was a winner with excellent branding 
throughout. With good print and radio media coverage 
and by using several social media platforms, we were 
able to publicise the event broadly and tap into the V&A 
Waterfront corporate precinct.

On a sad note, Waterfront Rotarians were 
devastated by the tragic death, four days after the 
event, of Waterfront Canal Ambassador Theodore Yach 
(aged 60), a legend who had done 108 Robben Island 
swims. He will be remembered with respect and great 
love and to honour him, we have dedicated a Theodore 
Yach Floating Trophy for the elite mile swimmers to 
celebrate his lifetime achievements.

An aerial view of the newly developed Battery Park area at the V&A Waterfront, the venue of the 
Waterfront Canal Challenge

And they’re off! The swimmers in their Rotary branded swimming caps.
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NO MORE 
BUCKETS, JUGS & 
BOTTLES
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The well-being of a group of 
approximately 30 people, most 
of whom are elderly gogos 
(grandmothers), is dependent on 
the sustainability of the Senza 
Kahle Community Garden.

In 2007, the Rotary Club of Westville 
(D9370) began its association with the 
community garden when Rotarian Tony 
Clulow contacted Patrick Mabata, the 
chairman, and identified the garden 
project as one where the club could 
make a difference. The garden is more 
than two acres in size and each of the 
project participants has an allocated 
allotment on which to grow crops 
such as cabbages, mealies, spinach, 
mdumbies and onions.

From the start, Mabata made it 
clear that a water shortage was their 
greatest challenge and severely 
limited production. The garden 
receives free municipal water. 
However, as the garden is at the end 
of a pipeline, water only reaches it in 
the early hours of the morning when 
the demand from the surrounding 
residences has decreased. This meant 
that the gardeners had to be on site 
at two in the morning to harvest and 
store water.

Mabata asked the club to explore a 
proposal to collect water in tanks from 
the extensive roofs of a neighbouring 
high school. Three different plumbers 
visited the site but for one reason or 
another, none of them could provide a 
quote for a workable scheme.

Eventually, it was decided that a 
change in direction was needed. A 
more effective solution would be to 
make the collection and storage of the 
municipal water less labour intensive. 
It would also have to ensure that the 
gogos would no longer need to be 
at the gardens at 2am to fill endless 
buckets with water!

The very low water pressure 
coming to site necessitated the use 
of a horizontal water tank rather than 
the more common vertical water 
tank. However, these cost twice as 
much. The positioning of the tank also 
required careful attention – if it was 
too high it simply would not fill, but if it 
was too low there would be insufficient 
pressure to force water from the tank 
to the taps in the garden. 

Thankfully, great advice from 
Morne Villet, an engineer who gave 
freely of his time, resolved the issue. 
It was also necessary for the tank to 

Top: The installation of the water tank and taps brought great 
relief to the gardeners. Above: Rotarian Tony Clulow tests the 
water supply.
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have a secure base as if it did not, it stood the risk of 
overbalancing and breaking.

The first quote received was substantial and included 
a concrete slab. At this stage Theo van der Merwe came 
on board and dedicated himself to obtaining a free tank. 
After many calls, visits and emails, he made contact 
with National Workshop Equipment who had the perfect 
2500-litre horizontal tank which they readily donated to 

the club. 
The tank was installed on paving slabs and 

connected to the water pipeline and with a line running 
from it to feed two new taps.

The next morning, a delighted Patrick Mabata 
phoned to report that the tank had filled during the night 
and the community garden now had plenty of running 
water available during the daylight hours.

The new horizontal water tank that was installed by the Rotary Club of Westville.

Before the installation of the tank, the gardeners had to gather on site at two in the morning, every 
morning, to collect water in a variety of buckets, bottles and jugs.
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The Rotary Club of Kenton on Sea (D9370) held 
a Fondue Evening in aid of PolioPlus. Fifty-two 
Rotarians, their partners, spouses and friends 
attended. Fondue Sets were resurrected from 
forgotten wedding presents, dusted off and put 
back into use for the fun evening.

The club was fortunate to have an impromptu guest 
speaker for the evening. Larry Collet, a polio survivor, 
gave a heart-warming talk on her personal experience 
of polio. Now, as an octogenarian and as so often 
happens in old age, she has begun to experience the  

after effects of surviving the polio virus. However, Larry 
is determined to get on with life. Her talk really struck 
home and highlighted the importance of eradicating this 
dreadful disease.

Each table had a collection box for donations for 
PolioPlus. The enthusiastic guests deciding to fine 
their fellow diners for a variety of misdemeanours, both 
real and imagined! A bottle of wine was auctioned and 
raised R1 000 and in total, the Rotary Club of Kenton 
on Sea will donate R3 500 to The Rotary Foundation 
for PolioPlus. 

Polio survivor Larry Collet was an impromptu guest speaker at the fondue evening fundraiser for 
PolioPlus. She shared her story, explaining how she has to manage the effects of polio which have 
reappeared.

The fondue evening, which included a small auction, raised funds for PolioPlus. 

FUN-due for PolioPlus!
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A Christmas party for 125 children, who are helped 
by the Lona Kruger Feeding Scheme, took fun and 
adventure to a whole new level! 

This year the Rotary Clubs of Boksburg and 
Boksburg Lake (D9400) were invited to help with the 
party. They collected donations for the catering and also 
purchased a new school bag for each of the children to 
use during the next school year.

For many years, this annual party as been arranged 
by a well-known Boksburg businessman, Herman 
Muntingh and his wife, Joan. This year they were invited 
to take the party to the Brakpan Airfield and it was soon 
clear that the children were in for a very special treat. 

Two helicopters and three fixed wing aircraft were 
waiting to take the children on flips. Airfield staff took 
care of the little ones and there were also two jumping 
castles and a swimming pool for the children to enjoy. 

Tasty food was provided by the organisers in huge 
quantities. At lunchtime there was another surprise, 
when a donor arrived with his children and they gave 
each child a brightly coloured bucket filled with sweets. 

Father Christmas also attended and handed each 
child a large, beautifully packed food hamper for them 
to take home to their families. 

PARTY TIME

President Derek Fox and Reg Stewart struggle 
to lift food parcels that the Lona Kruger Feeding 
Scheme gave to the children.

Captain Tony Stewart making sure that the little 
passengers are safely strapped in before take-off.
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As an ongoing project, the Rotary Club of Jeffreys 
Bay (D9370) has been supporting the UNISA 
Inside-out Outside-in Books project. This project 
was introduced to the club by President Jacqui 
Pirzenthal, who is a UNISA student with the 
Department of Human and Social Sciences.

To help make reading and learning possible, 
books are placed within easy reach of the offenders, 
with the goal of enhancing their future options and 
opportunities. Thanks to generous donations of books 
by the community and the Rotary Humanitarian Centre, 
the club has supplied St Alban’s Correctional Facility 
with more than 1 000 books and is in the process of 
extending this to include the Port Elizabeth Female 
Corrections Centre.

Recently, led by Education Coordinator Colin 
Plaatjies, teams of offenders from Eastern Cape 
Corrections took part in the 2018 National Funda 
Mzantsi Competition. Spearheaded by the National 
Library of South Africa (NLSA), it was started in 
response to a survey that revealed that South Africa 
was not a reading nation. It started with four book clubs 

participating and this year, 94 book clubs participated. 
The Eastern Cape participants did remarkably 

well and scored in the top three positions for reading 
(English and Afrikaans), spelling, debating and in first 
place in the Xhosa Book Review category.

St Albans readers and scholars were included in all 
the Eastern Cape teams. Recently, Rotarians visited St 
Albans to drop-off another donation of books and met 
two of the Funda Mzantsi participants. They shared 
their experiences of the competition and what this 
competition and the books meant to them personally. 

The website insideoutoutsidein.co.za describes the 
Inside-out Outside-in project as “an inter-disciplinary 
grouping of South Africans interested in issues relating 
to corrections. 

“The group is composed of individuals who 
believe in facilitating processes where ‘outside’ 
citizens can actively engage and collaborate with the 
‘inside’ correctional environment in South Africa. We 
encourage collaborative generation and dissemination 
of knowledge about prison experiences, circumstances 
and initiatives.”

Fungiwe Ngangani (educator), President Jacqui Pirzenthal, Calvin Fredericks, PP Tracy de Jager and 
Colin Plaatjies (educator).

INSPIRING BETTER FUTURES



December 2018 ∙ Rotary Africa | 31

The members of the Rotary Club of Pinetown 
(D9370) were sad to say farewell to one of its 
most philanthropic Rotarians, Richard Shave, who 
relocated to the Cape to be closer to his family.

Shave is in his 80s and heads the family firm Shaves 
Paints. His family was one of South Africa’s original, 
and then largest, paint companies – GC Shave & Co 
Ltd. The family sold to AECI/Dulux in the 1970s and 
he worked for Dulux (Joint MD Dulux Natal) for years 
before leaving to start Shaves Paints, now a large paint 
distributor.

The Rotary Club of Westville was the first to enjoy 
the commitment of Shave for 15 years, but when he 
established Shaves Paints in Pinetown he transferred 
to the Pinetown club nearly 20 years ago.

He always worked in community service but preferred 
to make the mBalenhle Crèche in KwaNdengezi  his 
and his firm’s project. They renovated an old, derelict 
and unused community hall. They built extra toilets, 
provided a rain water collection system, expanded 
the play area, extended the building and helped them 
in numerous other ways. Shave turned it into the best 
crèche in the area and the children flock to attend. 
The crèche now has more than 100 children and the 
demand is so great that Gladys Buthelezi, the owner, 
has recently built another room. The Rotary Club of 
Pinetown has been a minor partner in Richard’s efforts.

At the end of last week, the annual Christmas party 
was held and the crèche community had the opportunity 
to thank Richard Shave for all he had done for them.

Rotary Club of Pinetown members Richard Shave and Bill Draper with crèche owner Gladys Buthelezi  
before the festivities of the Christmas party.

FAREWELL FINE FRIEND

Share stories of inspiring Rotarians. Email rotaryafrica@mweb.co.za
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by Mohamed Tayub

For the nearly 1 500 children at Thunga Primary 
School, learning after school is about to become a 
lot easier. 

Most of these children come from poor homes 
which have no access to electricity. Those who do, are 
plagued by the persistent blackouts. This means that it 
is impossible at times to do homework and studying in 
the evening.

In 2008, the parents and school leadership tried to 
address this problem. Together they raised enough to 
buy 20 solar powered lamps for the children to use in 
the evenings. However, another problem arose as they 
needed to establish criteria to identify who would get a 
lamp to take home. 

It was decided that the lamps would become 
‘trophies’ for the top ten pupils in Standards 7 and 8 
during the end of term exams. This had a tremendous 
impact on the children who used them to study; almost 
all the learners who used the lamps were selected to 
attend various secondary schools after completing  

 
their Primary School Leaving Certificate Examinations 
(PSLCE) in Standard 8. 

After 10 years, the 20 lamps were broken and could 
not be repaired. This meant that for two years there was 
no ‘trophy’ to hand out and due to economic hardships, 
the parents were unable to contribute towards the cost 
of replacement.

Seeing the initiatives the school had undertaken 
and the commitment of the community to the cause, 
Vilipanganga Poetry Movement (VPM) felt duty bound 
to help and embarked on a campaign to source at least 
300 new lamps. 

VPM turned to the Rotary Club of Limbe (D9210). 
The club, in partnership with the Rotary Club of 
Berkhamsted Bulbourne (D1260), bought 300 new 
lamps.

The 150 learners of Standard 7 and 8 will each get a 
lamp to use at home. Of the remaining lamps, 25 will be 
used by educators to plan their lessons at night and the 
others will be kept aside for new learners and to replace 
those which may break. 

Remember us in your will.
salvationarmy.org.za/legacies-bequests
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LIGHT FOR LEARNING
Rotarians brought hope and relief to the parents, educators and learners of a school in rural Malawi. 
Thanks to their gift, the children can study for as long as they need to after school.
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YOUTH NEWS

Tendai Hove is a lively, adventurous 14-year-old 
Grade 9 learner at Boksburg High School who applied 
to become a Rotary Youth Exchange Student. 

She made the decision to join the programme in 
January after seeing a Youth Exchange advert. She did 
not realise that it would be a dual exchange and thought 
she would just be sent to a different country. During her 
first interview she was thrilled to learn that her family would 
need to host an incoming student from another country. 

Soon, 16-year-old Hannah Seitlinger arrived from 
Austria to spend a year in Boksburg hosted by the Hove 
family. Next year, her family will host Tendai in Austria 
when she, in turn, visits Belgium.

When Hannah was given details of her South African 
host family before she left Austria, she became really 
excited. She hadn’t realised that she would be leaving her 
country so soon. She quickly started communicating with 
her host mother, Agnes Hove, and could not wait to leave 
Austria. 

Tendai said that when she first started speaking with 
Hannah online they immediately hit it off. On 28 July when 
Hannah arrived in South Africa, Agnes, Tendai and her 
brother were accompanied by Rotarians of the Rotary 
Club of Boksburg (D9400) to meet her at the airport. To 
Tendai it felt like they had already known her for much 
longer. “Within two days Hannah already fitted in with my 
family,” said Tendai.

For Hannah the first days were breathtaking, because 
everything was new for her. She immediately became 
involved in the community and joined Tendai at Boksburg 
High School.

Tendai had been playing cricket before Hannah arrived 
and Hannah, who had never played cricket, joined the 
team for  practice. After a few sessions the coach saw her 
progress and selected her to play in the team. The host 
sisters went to matches together and practised with each 
other. 

Hannah says that when she leaves she will miss all the 
new things she has become accustomed to doing during 
her exchange. 

She will never forget the interesting talks about history 
with her host father Doctor George, her host mother 
Agnes, who makes the fluffiest pap, and cooking with her 
younger host brother.  Most of all, she will miss her always 
happy, cheerful and helpful host sister, Tendai.

Tendai’s family and friends get along well with Hannah. 
She has been an amazing student to host. Tendai will 
certainly miss their funny pointless conversations and 
loving words of advice as well as walking and skating 
around the neighbourhood. 

As Tendai is now preparing for her own exchange in 
2019, she is grateful that through Rotary she has met 
people like Hannah, who even after she returns to Austria, 
will always have a family in Africa.

I LOVE MY SOUTH AFRICAN FAMILY
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Abel Motimele was thrilled to receive a wheelchair 
from the Rotary Club of Haenertsburg (D9400). 
With him are PP Ann Luther and his mother, Anna.

The Rotary Club of Port Alfred (D9370) was 
delighted to meet Dane de Commarmond, a 
Rotaractor from the Seychelles who is pursuing 
his dream to become a pilot. He is currently a 
student at 43 Air School. With Dane are President 
Ray and Carol Oliver.

A number of visiting Rotarians from Sweden were hosted by the Rotary Club of Paarl (D9350). Kenneth 
Vogelius of Karlshamn (D2400, Sweden) and Paarl President Eugene Reynders exchanged club banners. 
With them is Esmari Huysamen, the marketing manager of Goedgedacht Trust, which manages youth 
centres on local farms. The Paarl club recently obtained a Global Grant to upgrade one of these educare 
centres.

AROUND AFRICA
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Left: The Rotary Club 
of Empangeni (D9370) 
registered with The 
World’s Greatest Meal 
(WGM) to celebrate 
World Polio Day. 
Above: Not to be 
left out, the EarlyAct 
Club of St Catherine’s 
celebrated World Polio 
Day with a donation 
to PolioPlus and each 
EarlyActor received a 
bookmark. 

With great enthusiasm the members of the Rotary Club of Jeffreys Bay (D9370) joined forces with the 
Flame Crew and embarked on a Polio Awareness Campaign at the Milkwood Market in Jeffreys Bay. 
President Jacqui Pirzenthal gave a short talk before the Rotarians and volunteers handed out ribbons 
and End Polio Now handouts to the market goers. The club collected R1 000 that morning for End Polio 
Now.
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DG Gianna Doubell (second from left) visited the Rotary Club of Kloof (D9370) in October. With her are 
President Peter Scorgie, Wendy Scorgie, Susan van Rooyen and AG Dennis Wesley.

A group of Rotarians from upper New York state, USA, recently spent a number of days with host 
Rotarians in Paarl. With President Eugene Reynders of the Rotary Club of Paarl (D9350) are Carl Grovanz 
and Ellen Hughes.

What has your club been up to? Share your club 
news with Africa! Email rotaryafrica@mweb.co.za
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District Governor Gianna Doubell visited the Rotary Club of Chatsworth (D9370) and spent the day 
viewing some of its projects. She was overwhelmed by the places she visited, which included the 
Salikram Homes for the Aged. That evening, the club hosted a special Diwali-themed dinner for the DG 
who attended in a traditional saree. She shared her experience and insights with the board members 
and Rotarians, then commended President Juggie Naidoo and his vibrant team of Rotarians for their 
commitment and dedication.

Rotarians of the Rotary Club of Pietersburg 
100 (D9400) spent time learning more about the 
activities of the South African National Council on 
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence (SANCA). With 
President Johan Joubert is the Director of SANCA 
Limpopo, Amanda Swart.

FOLLOW THE INSPIRATION. SHARE THE EXPERIENCE.

Visit rotary.org/vr and learn how to share the film in your community using our VR resources.

Join one Rotaractor’s mission to help end polio in “Two Drops of Patience,” 
Rotary’s new virtual reality film. Take others on this journey as we celebrate our 

progress on World Polio Day. 
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The Hawston Cadet Group, supported by a District Grant obtained by the Rotary E-Club of Greater Cape 
Town (D9350), led the Vintage Car procession through the streets of Hermanus during the Hermanus 
Whale Festival. Their T-shirts were sponsored by the club. The group is based at Hawston Primary 
School and was formed to give children the opportunity to participate in exciting physical after school 
activities and in competitions with cadet groups from other schools.

The Rotary Clubs of Mtunzini and Zimbali (D9370) often support each other’s events. Recently, the 
Zimbali Rotarians visited Mtunzini to support Art in the Shade. Enjoying the sunshine are Errol Sclanders 
(Mtunzini), Rick Neilands (Zimbali), Denise Neilands (Zimbali), Brian Elmes (Zimbali), Andrew Nicolson 
(Mtunzini), Gideon and Laurie van der Merwe (Mtunzini). Front: Sarina van Heerden and President Pegs 
Sclanders of Mtunzini.
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The Rotary Club of Chatsworth High Noon (D9370) hosted a workshop to enhance the basic mathematics 
skills of primary school educators. It was held at the club premises during August and October. 
Educators from Chatsworth and the surrounding areas were invited to attend the free workshop and 
the programme was coordinated by Rotarians Dr Ojen Narain and Saths Govender. Both Rotarians have 
tremendous experience in the fields of mathematics and mathematics education. At an awards function 
on 20 October, 11 educators received certificates for completing the 10-week course. The club hopes to 
make this an annual project.

The Rotary Club of Phoenix (D9370) held a campaign at Greenbury Secondary School to celebrate World 
Polio Day and generate awareness about polio eradication.
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To celebrate World Polio Day in October, the Rotary Club of Chatsworth (D9370) hosted an exciting bingo 
evening. Funds raised at the event were donated to PolioPlus.

The Rotary Club of 
Kloof (D9370) raised 
R1 200 for PolioPlus 
while manning a 
Amashova Durban 
Classic cycle race 
water point. Another 
R1 920 was collected 
at a polio awareness 
day at Field’s 
Shopping centre. The 
club matched what 
was collected on 
World Polio Day and 
transferred R6 240 to 
The Rotary Foundation 
for PolioPlus.
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Henry Kailakia Mbeeria (35) lost his left 
hand two years ago during a robbery. 
Through it’s LN-4 Prosthetic Hand 
project, the Rotary Club of Nairobi-
Utumishi (D9212) gave Mbeeria a 
prosthetic hand.

Harrison Kiruri (18) lost his right hand when he was a year 
old. Thanks to the LN-4 Prosthetic Hand project of the Rotary 
Club of Nairobi-Utumishi, he received a free prosthetic hand 
and was trained how to use it.

Maxmilla Jemutai 
(16) was born with 
a very short right 
arm and defective 
fingers. The arm 
was amputated and 
recently, thanks to 
the LN-4 Prosthetic 
Hand project of 
the Rotary Club of 
Nairobi-Utumishi, 
she received a free 
prosthetic hand 
and training in its 
use. 

Martha Mwenda (19) lost her right hand in a car accident 
when she was 15. Thanks to the LN-4 Prosthetic Hand project 
of the Rotary Club of Nairobi-Utumishi, she received a free 
prosthetic hand.

Vincent Koech (17) lost his right hand 
due to a birth defect. He received a free 
prosthetic hand from LN-4 Prosthetic 
Hand project of the Rotary Club of 
Nairobi-Utumishi.
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The Plett Watch (a community based neighbourhood watch group) in Plettenberg Bay, hosted a special 
dinner and drinks evening to thank the Rotary Club of Plettenberg Bay (D9350) for its sponsorship 
towards equipment for its patrollers.

Rotarians of the Rotary Club of Knysna (D9350), Mick Furman and President Mike Mills, with Rotarians 
Bernt (left) and Caroline Brinkman (right) of the Rotary Club of Münster (D1870, Germany) whose club 
participated in the Red Cross Children’s Hospital incubator project that Furman coordinated.
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Together with Interactors from the Interact Club of Dunamis Christian School, the Rotary Club of 
Flamingo-Welkom (D9370) taught pre-school children how to wash their hands. This was done in 
celebration of Global Hand Washing Day.

Chef Melven Mene recently lost his entire kitchen in a fire. The Rotary Club of Knysna (D9350) 
gave him new equipment to help get his business back on track. Mene is a participant in the club’s 
entrepreneurship programme. At the hand over are Mick Furman (chairman of the Knysna Rotary Fire 
Relief Fund), Melven Mene and President Mike Mills.
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Ray Oliver is the 
2018/19 president of 
the Rotary Club of Port 
Alfred (D9370).

Ross Marriner is the 
2018/19 president of 
the Rotary Club of 
Grahamstown (D9370).

Rick Shuttleworth is 
the 2018/19 president 
of the Rotary Club of 
Tygerberg (D9350).

Johan Joubert is the 
2018/19 president 
of the Rotary Club 
of Pietersburg 100 
(D9400).

WELCOMED AND HONOURED

Justine Edwards was 
recognised as a Paul 
Harris Fellow by the 
Rotary Club of Knysna 
(D9350).

Ethan Joseph is now 
a dual member of the 
Rotary and Rotaract 
Clubs of Bellville 
(D9350).

Rotarian Monique Labat (second from left) with the new members of the Rotary E-Club of South Africa 
One (D9370), Janet Munsamy, Desiree Govender and Samanta Thaver.

Jan and Bianca Nortje are new members of the 
Rotary Club of Warmbaths (D9400).
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Past President Yvonne 
Holmes received the 
Presidential Citation 
that her club, the 
Rotary Club of Benoni 
van Ryn (D9400), 
earned when she was 
president in 2017/18.

Dave Beatie of 
the Rotary Club of 
Boksburg (D9400) 
received a Rotary 
International Avenues 
of Service award.

Craig Ellis is a new 
member of the Rotary 
Club of Port Alfred 
(D9370).

Delmarie Henning, Elene Daubermann, Elizabeth Mugglestone and Denzil van 
Graan are new members of the Rotary Club of Mossel Bay (D9350).

Charles and Drienie van Wyk were recognised 
as Paul Harris Fellows by the Rotary Club of 
Pietersburg 100 (D9400).

Judy Becker is a new 
member of the Rotary 
Club of Mtunzini 
(D9370)

Ravi Govender is a new 
member of the Rotary 
Club of Chatsworth 
(D9370)

Elize Ellis a new 
member of the Rotary 
Club of Port Alfred 
(D9370). 

Liezel Beyers is a new 
member of the Rotary 
Club of Helderberg 
Sunrise (D9350).
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Brian Codling is a new 
member of the Rotary 
Satellite Club of St 
Francis (D9370).

Dave Micklem is a new 
member of the Rotary 
Satellite Club of St 
Francis (D9370).

Sholto Shirras is a new 
member of the Rotary 
Satellite Club of St 
Francis (D9370).

The members of the Tygerberg Bird Club Ringing Unit were recognised by the Rotary Club of Tygerberg 
(D9350) for the contribution they have made to bird ringing, locally and internationally. 

Wendy Forse is a new 
member of the Rotary 
Club of Mtunzini 
(D9370).
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ACCOMMODATION OFFERED 
*** B&B ACCOMMODATION in Kimberley. 
Staying over in Kimberley? The Nook B&B 
*** Semi-Self Catering B&B offers excellent 
accommodation and rates. All rooms luxury en-
suite with private entrance and secure parking. 
Close to CBD and places of interest. For more 
info contact Rtn Rob Gibson at 072 116 8390 
Web: www.thenookbnb.co.za

‘ABOVE THE WAVES’ IN SIMON’S 
TOWN! A self-catering, one-bedroom flat 
for 2 with sunroom and magnificent view of 
False Bay. A stone’s throw from the beach, 
close to Cape Point and the penguin colony 
in the picturesque, historical Simon’s Town. 
Off street parking, free WiFi. Flat R750p/n. 
Contact 021 786 3331 or peteandme@
mweb.co.za

KIMBERLEY’S GUM TREE Lodge offers budget 
accommodation (200 Beds) from R180 pp in 
backpackers to R500 double en-suite. Meals in 
adjacent Gumtree Lodge Restaurant (Licensed). 
Your host Debbie. Tel: 053 832 8577, Cell 083 352 
3822, Fax: 053 831 5409, E-mail: gumtreelodge@
telkomsa.net Website: www.gumtreelodge.com

MISCELLANEOUS
CONSTANTIABERG FUNERAL HOME: Sensitive, 
dignified and personal service by Alan Lindhorst 
– all hours, anywhere within 200km of Cape 
Town. Very reasonable prices & premiums. Cnr 
Kenilworth & Rosmead Ave, Kenilworth. 
021 671 2400 or 083 653 6536. 

DISCLAIMER: All opinions published are not the opinion 
of the publisher. The publisher is not responsible for the 
accuracy of any of the opinions, information or advertisements 
in this publication. No responsibility is accepted for the quality 
of advertised goods or services or the accuracy of material 
submitted for reproduction. To the extent permitted by law, the 
publishers, their employees, agents and contractors exclude all 
liability to any person for any loss, damage, cost or expense 
incurred as a result of material in this publication. All Rotary 
Marks (Masterbrand Signature, Mark of Excellence and so 
forth), as well as ROTARY are trademarks owned by Rotary 

International and used herein under licence.

SCOTTBURGH

122 en-suite rooms. 
Overlooking beach. Airport 

transfers arranged. 
Daily and evening 

entertainment.
Special rates for seniors.

Tel: 039 978 3361
Fax: 039 976 0971
Email: info@bluemarlin.co.za
www.bluemarlin.co.za

NEWLY 
REFURBISHED

AMAKHOSI CONTAINER SALES
STORAGE : REFRIGERATED : CONVERSIONS 

BEST PRICES AND QUALITY : 3m, 6m, 12m
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DENNIS WESLEY: 083 733 6208
dennisw@acsales.co.za

Club of Boksburg

DONATE a School Bag TODAYand help a child in need.

“A School Bag For All” Campaign aims to provide
underprivileged school children the necessary

School Kit to enhance their dignity
and encourage confidence.

HELP KIDS IN NEED SUCCEED!

ONLY

R100

Join East Rand Stereo & Rotary Boksburg to support education.

Contact Derek Fox on 082 886 0651 
derek@succeedbrokers.com

Noel Wauchope on 082 486 7330
noshawzz@global.co.za

www.gumtreelodge.com



